[image: image1.png]





Intervention 
By

Mr. Hamid Ahmadi 
Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran  
Before

The Twenty-Fourth Session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Right to Development 
(Item 4.2 – Interactive dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Development and the Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Right to Development, including on the work of the Working Group and its relevant agenda items)

Geneva, 15 May 2023
بسم الله الرحمن الرحیم
Mr. Chair-Rapporteur,

I would like to seize this opportunity to extend my heartfelt congratulations to Mr. Surya Deva on his appointment as the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Development. I would also like to express my country's utmost readiness for cooperation and interaction with you.
Iran firmly believes that the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Development can make significant and meaningful contributions to the realization of this fundamental right. Your collaboration, cooperation and synergy with the Working Group and the Expert Mechanism on the Right to Development will undoubtedly bolster the mandates of all three mechanisms.

Together, we can lay a strong foundation for a more inclusive, equitable, and sustainable future where the right to development becomes a tangible reality for every individual and nation.

Furthermore, I would like to express my deep gratitude to the former Special Rapporteur on the Right to Development, Mr. Saad Alfarargi, for his unwavering commitment and active engagement in addressing the multifaceted dimensions of the right to development. His invaluable interaction and participation in discussions related to the Working Group on the Right to Development, particularly during the elaboration of the legally binding instrument on the right to development, are highly commendable.

The right to development is a universally recognized fundamental human right that embodies the principle that all individuals and peoples have the inherent right to actively participate in, contribute to, and enjoy the benefits of sustainable development.

It is crucial to emphasize the significance of the right to development as a fundamental human right that promotes social, economic, and cultural progress for all individuals and societies.

Over the past six decades, substantial efforts have been made to fully realize the right to development. The Declaration on the Right to Development and the recognition of the right to development as a human right in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action represent significant milestones in this ongoing journey. However, numerous serious obstacles and challenges still persist, demanding our urgent attention.

The international community, along with the creation of a conducive environment for international cooperation, plays a pivotal role in overcoming these challenges.

The international community can contribute to the realization of the right to development for all nations in two essential ways. Firstly, by fostering continuous and sustainable international cooperation and solidarity, both in normal circumstances and during crises, and by facilitating technology and knowledge transfer while sharing experiences and lessons learned in overcoming challenges.

Secondly, the international community can assist by refraining from disrupting countries' development plans and policies and by respecting the right of nations to determine their own development pathways. 
Unilateral coercive measures that impede the formation of equal, fair, and respectful cooperation should be avoided. Moreover, discriminatory practices that hinder nations from benefiting from development opportunities and resources must be addressed.
In conclusion, addressing the challenges and obstacles to the right to development requires concerted efforts from the international community. By fostering a supportive and enabling international environment, we can collectively work towards achieving inclusive, sustainable, and equitable development for all nations.
Thank you, Mr. Chair-Rapporteur.
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