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بسم الله الرحمن الرحیم
Mr. Chair-Rapporteur,

The Islamic Republic of Iran aligns itself with the statements made by the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

First and foremost, congratulations on your re-election as the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group. We greatly appreciate your tireless efforts, as well as those of the drafting committee, in developing the draft convention on the right to development.

We would also like to express our gratitude to the Office of the High Commissioner for their unwavering support and dedication in this endeavor.

Under your esteemed leadership, we hope that the outcome of the twenty-fourth session will be highly productive, focusing on the actualization of the right to development and the overcoming of associated challenges.

Mr. Chair-Rapporteur, 

The right to development encompasses several essential components. Without access to these fundamental elements, individuals, groups, or nations cannot fully realize this right.

Key aspects of the right to development include international cooperation, equal opportunities, and the ability to participate. The full attainment of the right to development depends entirely on the capacity of individuals, groups, and nations to benefit from these elements.

Unfortunately, extreme poverty, inequality within and between countries, an unfair global economic order, limited or inadequate access to resources, external interference, and unilateral coercive measures present significant barriers to the realization of the right to development. These obstacles restrict access to basic necessities, opportunities, and resources crucial for development.

One of the most severe and notable impediments to achieving the right to development is the denial of nations' right to self-determination and the disruption of international cooperation through the imposition of unilateral coercive measures.

Unilateral coercive measures aim to undermine the self-determination of nations under sanctions, preventing them from independently, dignifiedly, and equally benefiting from their national resources, as well as regional and international economic and development opportunities.

The right to development suffers the most from the adverse effects of unilateral coercive measures. These measures deny targeted nations equitable and non-discriminatory access to development opportunities, normal trade and economic relations with other countries, and the proper utilization of their own national resources. Ultimately, they strip away equal development opportunities and impede sustainable development, thus depriving these nations of their right to development.

In conclusion, Mr. Chair-Rapporteur, this year marks the commemoration of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Vienna Declaration, offering an auspicious occasion to take lasting steps towards the full realization of the right to development and the finalization of a binding instrument to safeguard this right.

A binding instrument strengthens the legal framework for the right to development, elevating it to the same level as other human rights. Such an instrument can foster international cooperation in achieving the right to development and contribute to its progressive development by addressing emerging challenges, bridging gaps, and adapting to evolving understandings of development.

Thank you, Mr. Chair-Rapporteur. 
1
2

