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CALL FOR INPUT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION 77/222 ON THE MORATORIUM ON THE DEATH PENALTY

Submission on relevant information on developments since 16th December, 2022, on the question of the moratorium on the use of the death penalty and other related issues as included in Resolution 77/222
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The Republic of Zambia protects the right to life under Article 12 of the Constitution of Zambia. Article 12(1) of the Constitution provides that, “a person shall not be deprived of his life intentionally except in the execution of the sentence of a court in respect of a criminal offence under the law in Zambia of which he has been convicted.” 

Previously, sections 43, 200 and 294(2) of the Penal Code Chapter 87 of the Laws of Zambia provided for a mandatory death penalty for the offences of murder, aggravated robbery and treason, respectively. On 23rd December, 2022, the Republic of Zambia enacted the Penal Code (Amendment) Act No. 23 of 2022, which effectively abolished the death penalty rendering Zambia an abolitionist State on the matter of the death penalty. The amendment replaced the punishment of death with that of life imprisonment. Following the abolition of the death penalty, the Republic of Zambia commuted 390 death sentences to life imprisonment on 8th February, 2023, an act which also conformed with the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, which Zambia is yet to ratify.

With regard to the efforts to improve prison conditions in light of the Mandela Rules, the Republic of Zambia has put in place measures to decongest overcrowded prisons and correctional facilities across the country, which includes expansion of existing facilities and construction of new ones.

Below are some of the recently constructed correctional centres:-

	S/No
	NAME OF THE CORRECTIONAL CENTRE
	HOLDING CAPACITY

	1
	Luwingu 
	200

	2
	Kalabo
	250

	3
	Monze Correctional Centre
	250

	4
	Luko Open Air Correctional Farm
	250

	5
	Mwembeshi Maximum
	650

	6
	Nansanga open air Correctional farm
	1600

	7
	Mwembeshi Remand Correctional Centre
	2000

	8
	Mwembeshi Remand Correctional Centre
	2000




The Republic of Zambia has constructed and upgraded some clinics to first level hospitals. A total of 24 health facilities have been constructed in all the 10 provinces. Additionally, four mini hospitals have been constructed at different correctional facilities with well-established laboratories for Tuberculosis screening, live testing, CD 4 count, chemical analyzer, among other things. The efforts by the Republic of Zambia, through the provision of professional health care services, hygienic sanitary and adequate water reticulation and other basic life requisites are all aimed at improving the living conditions of all inmates in places of detention and thereby upholding their human rights.

In conclusion, the Republic of Zambia respects the right to life for all persons in the country. The abolition of the death penalty in the Republic of Zambia represents a significant step towards promoting justice, human rights, and dignity for all individuals. By renouncing this irreversible form of punishment, the Republic Zambia demonstrates its continued commitment to upholding the sanctity of life.
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