
 
Submission of the International Commission against the Death Penalty 

to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights: UNSG’s report 
to the 79th UN General Assembly session 

• Belarus: The death penalty was expanded to apply for officials convicted on high treason in 
March 2023. 

• Congo: In March 2024, the Ministry of Justice announced that it would lift a moratorium on 
the death penalty after two decades. 

• Ghana: Abolished the death penalty for ordinary crimes in July 2023. See ICDP statement on 
Ghana Parliament’s vote to abolish the death penalty. 

• Guyana: At the UNHRC in March 2024, the country committed to maintaining the informal 
moratorium ongoing since 1997: “To further strengthen our argument, the government has 
put no heads of prison service, (…) of the Ministry of Home Affairs, put any investments of 
funds into developing any capacity to execute anyone.” 

• India: A man, who was sentenced to death when he was 12 years old due to a clerical error 
misspelling his name, was released in April 2023, after 28 years under sentence of death. 

• Malaysia: 
o The mandatory death penalty was abolished in July 2023.See ICDP’s 

statement on this development. 
o ICDP Mission to Malaysia led by ICDP Vice President Ruth Dreifuss and 

Commissioner Gloria Macapgal Arroyo and accompanied by ICDP 
Secretariat in September 2023, during which delegates held meetings with 
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, Minister of Law, Deputy Minister of Law, 
Minister of Health and Speaker of the House, MPs, the National Human 
Rights Commission of Malaysia, key NGOs and relatives of people facing 
the death penalty, key diplomats of ICDP´s Support Group. 

• Indonesia: 
o Promulgated in January 2023, the new Criminal Code, as passed in December 

2022, ultimately retains capital punishment as a discretionary judicial penalty 
and includes several new provisions regulating capital sentencing in articles 
100  101 of the Criminal Code, which promise several changes. The first 
change, reportedly, will be the recategorisation of the death penalty as its 
own unique ‘special punishment’ to be applied ‘alternatively, as a last resort’ 
(in art 67 and 98) rather than as one of the ‘principal punishments’ or 
‘supplementary punishments’ within Book 1 (art 65-66). The second major 
changes, of the 2023 Criminal Code, to the death penalty regulations are the 
creation of a new ‘probationary’ death sentence of ten years, in article 100, 
which the judge can impose by taking into account: a. the defendant’s 
remorse and prospects of rehabilitation; or b. the role of the defendant in the 
crime and during which period, if the convict shows commendable attitude 
and behaviour, the death sentence may be changed to life imprisonment by 
Presidential Decision after obtaining an opinion from the Supreme Court. The 
third major change is seen in Article 101 of the 2023 Criminal Code, which 
provides the possibility for the death sentence to be changed to life 
imprisonment by Presidential Decision if the request for clemency for a death 
row convict is rejected and the death sentence has not been carried out for 
ten years after clemency was refused, other than if the convict has escaped. 
The Criminal Code will be implemented after regulations come into force in 
2026. 

https://apnews.com/article/belarus-lukashenko-death-sentence-treason-c9908533c6f9d0c2c788ef19109a64e6
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/congo-lifts-moratorium-death-penalty-justice-ministry-circular-shows-2024-03-15/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/jul/26/ghana-abolishes-death-penalty-with-expected-reprieve-for-176-condemned-prisoners
https://icomdp.org/ghana-parliament-votes-to-abolish-death-penalty/
https://icomdp.org/ghana-parliament-votes-to-abolish-death-penalty/
https://caribbean.loopnews.com/content/un-rights-body-told-guyanese-nationals-will-decide-death-penalty
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/if-only-theyd-checked-my-age-juvenile-on-death-row-for-28-years-walks-free/articleshow/99445097.cms
https://icomdp.org/malaysia-s-mandatory-death-penalty-abolition-comes-into-effect/
https://icomdp.org/malaysian-parliament-votes-to-abolish-the-mandatory-death-penalty/
https://icomdp.org/malaysian-parliament-votes-to-abolish-the-mandatory-death-penalty/
https://icomdp.org/icdp-mission-to-malaysia
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4568882
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o The 2023 Criminal Code’s death penalty regulations appear to be a 
compromise between abolitionist and retentionist calls and it . and reports 
suggest that while it will not make Indonesia an abolitionist de jure state, it 
will make it difficult for the Attorney General to carry out the death penalty 
and render the death penalty a dormant criminal punishment.  

o  An ICDP delegation led by Commissioners Marzuki Darusman, Ruth Dreifuss, 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and accompanied by ICDP´s Secretariat visited 
Indonesia in September 2023, and met with the Minister of Law, to 
understand the implications of the 2023 Criminal Code. Noting that the 
country was gearing up for elections in February 2023 and noting also that 
executions had been carried out in the early years of the last two presidencies, 
the delegates met with leaders of key political parties as well as key 
stakeholders including the National Human Rights Commission and NGOs. 

• Iran: 
o A man convicted for a crime committed at 17 years old was scheduled for 

execution on 28 May 2023. His four previously scheduled executions were 
postponed and ICDP has not been able to confirm whether this execution 
was carried out. 

o At least 791 individuals were executed in 2023, including 25 women and 
two juvenile offenders. 

o A pregnant Kurdish woman was sentenced to death in January 2023 for 
allegedly setting fire to a portrait of former Iranian supreme leader 
Khomeini. 

• Japan: In January 2024, a man who was 19 years old at the time of the crime was 
sentenced to death, a “specified juvenile” under Japanese juvenile law. 

• Malawi: 
o ICDP mission to Zambia and Malawi, which facilitated in October-

November 2023:  
§ (a) the visit to Malawi of a Zambian delegation led by its Attorney 

General and two leading parliamentarians who had played important 
roles in the abolition of the death penalty in Zambia to exchange its 
experiences of abolishing the death penalty to key stakeholders in 
Malawi including Minister of Justice, Solicitor General, Attorney 
General, Leader of the ruling party, then-leader of the Opposition Party, 
parliamentarians of the Parliamentary Legal Affairs Committee, 
National Human Rights Commission of Malawi, key NGOs; 

§ (b) the visit to Zambia of six parliamentarians of the Parliamentary Legal 
Affairs to Committee and the Attorney General to meet key 
stakeholders including the Minister of Justice, parliamentarians of the 
Parliamentary Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights, National 
Human Rights Commission of Zambia, the Chief Justice and key judges 
and a visit to the correctional facility where the last execution was 
carried out in Zambia. 

• Saudi Arabia: 
o Juvenile offenders are still being sentenced to death despite a 2020 royal 

decree abolishing the death penalty for juvenile offenders. 
• South Korea: ICDP mission led by Commissioner Elbegdorj and accompanied by ICDP´s 

Secretariat where the delegation held meetings with the then-Minister of Justice, the 

https://icomdp.org/icdp-mission-to-indonesia/
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202305267230
https://iranwire.com/en/news/124339-at-least-14-more-executions-carried-out-in-iran/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/iran/2023/01/26/iran-sentences-pregnant-kurdish-woman-to-death/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/01/18/japan/crime-legal/japan-juvenile-crime-death-
https://icomdp.org/icdp-mission-zambia-and-malawi/
https://icomdp.org/icdp-mission-zambia-and-malawi/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/06/saudi-arabia-imminent-execution-of-youths-would-violate-kingdoms-promise-to-abolish-death-penalty-for-juveniles/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-rights-execution/saudi-arabia-scraps-execution-for-those-who-committed-crimes-as-minors-commission-idUSKCN2280LI/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-rights-execution/saudi-arabia-scraps-execution-for-those-who-committed-crimes-as-minors-commission-idUSKCN2280LI/
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then-Minister of Foreign Affairs, the then-Speaker of the House, MPs, the National 
Human Rights Commission of Korea, key NGOs in May 2023. 

• Sri Lanka: The State Minister of Justice and Prison Affairs confirmed in March 2024 the 
President’s “commitment that an execution shouldn’t happen”. 

• Thailand: ICDP mission led by Commissioners Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and Tsakhia 
Elbegdorj, during which the ICDP delegation met with former Prime Minister of 
Thailand, Minister of Justice, Deputy Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs, MPs and 
the Chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission in March 2024. 

• Uganda: A 20-year-old became the first person charged with “aggravated 
homosexuality” in August 2023, an offence punishable by death since the enactment of 
the 2023 Anti-Homosexuality Act, signed in May 2023. 

• USA: 
o In January 2024, the Department of Justice reached a plea deal in the case 

of the Colorado mass shooting days after announcing that it would seek 
the death sentence in the case of the Buffalo mass shooting, despite an 
ongoing moratorium imposed by the DoJ in July 2021. 

o Alabama used nitrogen gas hypoxia as a method of execution for the first 
time in January 2024. 

o The California Supreme Court overturned a 1992 death sentence on 2 
February 2023 on the basis that he had been allowed to represent himself 
despite a psychiatrist concluding that he was not able to do so due to 
mental illness. 

o Georgia resumed executions in March 2024, after a 4-year pause. 
o The Kentucky Attorney General filed a motion in March 2024 to resume 

execution after almost 15 years of moratorium. 
o Louisiana is set to resume executions, after a 14-year pause, with the 

expansion of execution methods in February 2024 and a public 
commitment of its Governor to follow through on “contractual obligations 
to victims”. 

o An Oklahoma House Committee advanced a proposal to stay executions 
until an independent task force evaluates death penalty procedures in 
March 2024. 

o Prosecutors dropped death penalty in Tennessee after brain scans showed 
impaired ability of defendant in August 2023. 

o The Texas House passed bill barring the death penalty for mentally ill 
defendants in April 2023. 

https://icomdp.org/mission-to-south-korea/
https://island.lk/govt-may-consider-hangwomen-if-execution-starts-state-minister/
https://icomdp.org/icdp-mission-to-thailand/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/first-ugandan-charged-with-aggravated-homosexuality-punishable-by-death-2023-08-28/
https://www.newvision.co.ug/category/news/president-museveni-signs-anti-homosexuality-b-161464
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/news/department-of-justice-decides-against-seeking-federal-death-penalty-in-colorado-club-q-mass-shooting
https://apnews.com/article/nitrogen-execution-death-penalty-alabama-699896815486f019f804a8afb7032900
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/news/california-supreme-court-grants-new-trial-in-30-year-old-death-penalty-case
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/news/california-supreme-court-grants-new-trial-in-30-year-old-death-penalty-case
https://newschannel9.com/newsletter-daily/georgia-to-resume-executions-after-4-year-pause-brought-by-covid-and-a-legal-agreement-willie-james-pye-department-of-corrections-legal-injection
https://www.wlwt.com/article/kentucky-attorney-general-death-penalty-russell-coleman/60179264
https://apnews.com/article/louisiana-execution-death-penalty-electrocution-2c4ff34158cfff8a7f831979ee75f7b7
https://lailluminator.com/briefs/landry-wants-louisiana-to-resume-executions-fulfill-contractual-obligations-with-victims-families/
https://lailluminator.com/briefs/landry-wants-louisiana-to-resume-executions-fulfill-contractual-obligations-with-victims-families/
https://oklahomawatch.org/newsletter/house-committee-advances-death-penalty-moratorium-bill/
https://deathpenaltyinfo.org/news/brain-scans-of-tennessee-man-who-admits-to-killing-eight-convince-prosecutors-to-drop-death-penalty
http://www.handsoffcain.info/notizia/usa-texas-house-passes-bill-barring-the-death-penalty-for-mentally-ill-defendants-60372215

