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COMPILATION AIMS & METHODOLOGY
Provide the sources of law relating to international sciences governance;
: highlight the intergovernmental organisations with sciences governance authority or
responsibilities. And specifically their competence over science-human rights related
matters. Specifically the mechanisms or procedures established for sciences
decision-making;
: highlight provisions in these instruments that provide for right(s) of access to human
rights protected technology, goods and services;
: highlight the provisions in these instrument relating to civic participation in their
decision-making processes, especially concerning human rights-impacting sciences or
applications;

Themes

: international sciences governance organisations constitutions, specifically organisational
structures; select IGOs; some have been selected primarily with reference to the content
of CESCR General Comment No. 25, UNESCO, WHO & FAO. Others have been
selected in relation to their relevance to trending issues on the right to scientific progress.
: the sciences governance powers and responsibilities (competence) of the selected
organisations;
: the rules and procedures relating to civic participation in the sciences governance
processes of the relevant organisations;
: the dissemination of information by the focus organisations relating to their sciences
governance outcomes and for facilitating civic participation in their activities / programmes
of work;
: their interactivity with State Reporting under the ICESCR, specifically on the right to
scientific progress.

COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL & CULTURAL
RIGHTS (CESCR)

INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL & CULTURAL RIGHTS
(ICESCR)

Preamble
Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
ideal of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if
conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his economic, social and cultural
rights, as well as his civil and political rights,
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Article 1
1. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely
determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural
development.
2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and
resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic
co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international law. In no case
may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence.

Article 2

1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and
through international assistance and co-operation, especially economic and technical, to
the maximum of its available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full
realization of the rights recognized in the present Covenant by all appropriate means,
including particularly the adoption of legislative measures.
…

Article 4
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, in the enjoyment of those
rights provided by the State in conformity with the present Covenant, the State may
subject such rights only to such limitations as are determined by law only in so far as this
may be compatible with the nature of these rights and solely for the purpose of promoting
the general welfare in a democratic society.

Article 5
1. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or
person any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of
any of the rights or freedoms recognized herein, or at their limitation to a greater extent
than is provided for in the present Covenant.
2. No restriction upon or derogation from any of the fundamental human rights recognized
or existing in any country in virtue of law, conventions, regulations or custom shall be
admitted on the pretext that the present Covenant does not recognize such rights or that it
recognizes them to a lesser extent.

Article 6
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right to work, which includes
the right of everyone to the opportunity to gain his living by work which he freely chooses
or accepts, and will take appropriate steps to safeguard this right.
2. The steps to be taken by a State Party to the present Covenant to achieve the full
realization of this right shall include technical and vocational guidance and training
programmes, policies and techniques to achieve steady economic, social and cultural
development and full and productive employment under conditions safeguarding
fundamental political and economic freedoms to the individual.

Article 7
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The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of just and favourable conditions of work which ensure, in particular:
…
(b) Safe and healthy working conditions;
(c) Equal opportunity for everyone to be promoted in his employment to an appropriate
higher level, subject to no considerations other than those of seniority and competence;
(d ) Rest, leisure and reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with
pay, as well as remuneration for public holidays

Article 9
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to social
security, including social insurance.

Article 10
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that:
…
2. Special protection should be accorded to mothers during a reasonable period before
and after childbirth. During such period working mothers should be accorded paid leave
or leave with adequate social security benefits.

Article 11
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an
adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing
and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties
will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect
the essential importance of international co-operation based on free consent.
2. The States Parties to the present Covenant, recognizing the fundamental right of
everyone to be free from hunger, shall take, individually and through international
co-operation, the measures, including specific programmes, which are needed:
(a) To improve methods of production, conservation and distribution of food by making full
use of technical and scientific knowledge, by disseminating knowledge of the principles of
nutrition and by developing or reforming agrarian systems in such a way as to achieve the
most efficient development and utilization of natural resources;
(b) Taking into account the problems of both food-importing and food-exporting countries,
to ensure an equitable distribution of world food supplies in relation to need.

Article 12
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.
2. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full
realization of this right shall include those necessary for:
(a) The provision for the reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality and for the
healthy development of the child;
(b) The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene;
(c) The prevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational and other
diseases;
(d) The creation of conditions which would assure to all medical service and medical
attention in the event of sickness.
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Article 13
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to
education. They agree that education shall be directed to the full development of the
human personality and the sense of its dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms. They further agree that education shall enable
all persons to participate effectively in a free society, promote understanding, tolerance
and friendship among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, and further the
activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.
2. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to achieving the
full realization of this right:
(a) Primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all;
(b) Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational
secondary education, shall be made generally available and accessible to all by every
appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education;
(c) Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by
every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free
education;
(d) Fundamental education shall be encouraged or intensified as far as possible for those
persons who have not received or completed the whole period of their primary education;
(e) The development of a system of schools at all levels shall be actively pursued, an
adequate fellowship system shall be established, and the material conditions of teaching
staff shall be continuously improved.
3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of
parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to choose for their children schools, other
than those established by the public authorities, which conform to such minimum
educational standards as may be laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the
religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.
4. No part of this article shall be construed so as to interfere with the liberty of individuals
and bodies to establish and direct educational institutions, subject always to the
observance of the principles set forth in paragraph I of this article and to the requirement
that the education given in such institutions shall conform to such minimum standards as
may be laid down by the State.

Article 14
Each State Party to the present Covenant which, at the time of becoming a Party, has not
been able to secure in its metropolitan territory or other territories under its jurisdiction
compulsory primary education, free of charge, undertakes, within two years, to work out
and adopt a detailed plan of action for the progressive implementation, within a
reasonable number of years, to be fixed in the plan, of the principle of compulsory
education free of charge for all.

Article 15
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone:
(a) To take part in cultural life;
(b) To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications;
(c) To benefit from the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from any
scientific, literary or artistic production of which he is the author.
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2. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full
realization of this right shall include those necessary for the conservation, the
development and the diffusion of science and culture.
3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to respect the freedom
indispensable for scientific research and creative activity.
4. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the benefits to be derived from
the encouragement and development of international contacts and co-operation in the
scientific and cultural fields.

PART IV
Article 16

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to submit in conformity with this
part of the Covenant reports on the measures which they have adopted and the progress
made in achieving the observance of the rights recognized herein.
2.
(a) All reports shall be submitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who
shall transmit copies to the Economic and Social Council for consideration in accordance
with the provisions of the present Covenant;
(b) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall also transmit to the specialized
agencies copies of the reports, or any relevant parts therefrom, from States Parties to the
present Covenant which are also members of these specialized agencies in so far as
these reports, or parts therefrom, relate to any matters which fall within the responsibilities
of the said agencies in accordance with their constitutional instruments.

Article 17
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant shall furnish their reports in stages, in
accordance with a programme to be established by the Economic and Social Council
within one year of the entry into force of the present Covenant after consultation with the
States Parties and the specialized agencies concerned.
2. Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of fulfilment of
obligations under the present Covenant.
3. Where relevant information has previously been furnished to the United Nations or to
any specialized agency by any State Party to the present Covenant, it will not be
necessary to reproduce that information, but a precise reference to the information so
furnished will suffice.

Article 18
Pursuant to its responsibilities under the Charter of the United Nations in the field of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, the Economic and Social Council may make
arrangements with the specialized agencies in respect of their reporting to it on the
progress made in achieving the observance of the provisions of the present Covenant
falling within the scope of their activities. These reports may include particulars of
decisions and recommendations on such implementation adopted by their competent
organs.

Article 19
The Economic and Social Council may transmit to the Commission on Human Rights for
study and general recommendation or, as appropriate, for information the reports
concerning human rights submitted by States in accordance with articles 16 and 17, and
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those concerning human rights submitted by the specialized agencies in accordance with
article 18.

Article 20
The States Parties to the present Covenant and the specialized agencies concerned may
submit comments to the Economic and Social Council on any general recommendation
under article 19 or reference to such general recommendation in any report of the
Commission on Human Rights or any documentation referred to therein.

Article 21
The Economic and Social Council may submit from time to time to the General Assembly
reports with recommendations of a general nature and a summary of the information
received from the States Parties to the present Covenant and the specialized agencies on
the measures taken and the progress made in achieving general observance of the rights
recognized in the present Covenant.

Article 22
The Economic and Social Council may bring to the attention of other organs of the United
Nations, their subsidiary organs and specialized agencies concerned with furnishing
technical assistance any matters arising out of the reports referred to in this part of the
present Covenant which may assist such bodies in deciding, each within its field of
competence, on the advisability of international measures likely to contribute to the
effective progressive implementation of the present Covenant.

Article 23
The States Parties to the present Covenant agree that international action for the
achievement of the rights recognized in the present Covenant includes such methods as
the conclusion of conventions, the adoption of recommendations, the furnishing of
technical assistance and the holding of regional meetings and technical meetings for the
purpose of consultation and study organized in conjunction with the Governments
concerned.

Article 24
Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations and of the constitutions of the specialized agencies which
define the respective responsibilities of the various organs of the United Nations and of
the specialized agencies in regard to the matters dealt with in the present Covenant.

Article 25
Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the inherent right of all
peoples to enjoy and utilize fully and freely their natural wealth and resources.

General Comments of the CESCR

General Comment Relevant Paragraphs
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General Comment No. 25
(2020) on article 15: science
and economic, social and
cultural rights

Whole

General Comment No. 24 on
State Obligations under the
International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights in the Context of
Business Activities

General Comment No. 23
(2016) on the right to just and
favourable conditions of work
(article 7 of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural rights)

General Comment No. 22
(2016) on the right to sexual
and reproductive health (article
12 of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights)

General Comment No. 21:
Right of everyone to take part
in cultural life

General Comment No. 20:
Non-discrimination in
economic, social and cultural
rights

General Comment No. 19, The
right to social security (art. 9)

Para. 2 - list of forms of social security;
Para. 5 - private social security schemes;
Para. 12 - the nine principal branches of social
security;
Para. 22 - adequacy of benefits
Paras. 45, 46 - obligation to protect
Para. 48 - obligation to facilitate
Para. 58 - actions of international financial institutions
Para. 59 - core obligations
Para. 68 - technical cooperation and assistance
Para. 69 - people’s participation;
Paras. 82 - 84 - obligations of actors other than
States;
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General Comment No. 18:
Article 6 of the Internatioal
Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights

General Comment No. 17: The
right of everyone to benefit
from the protection of the
moral and material interests
resulting from any scientific,
literary or artistic production of
which he or she is the author

General Comment No. 16: The
equal right of men and women
to the enjoyment of all
economic, social and cultural
rights (art. 3 of the
International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights)

General Comment No. 15: The
right to water

Para. 60 - obligations of actors other than States

E/C.12/2000/4: General
Comment No. 14 on the
highest attainable standard of
health (2000)

Whole
Para. 12(c); (d) - acceptability and quality of health
facilities, goods and services;
Para. 17 - the right to health facilities, goods and
services;
Para. 63; 64; 65 - obligations of actors other than
States Parties

General Comment No. 13
(Twenty-first session, 1999),
The right to education (article
13 of the Covenant)

E/C.12/1999/5: General
Comment No. 12 on the right
to adequate food

Whole
Paras. 6-13 - Adequacy and sustainability of food
availability and access
Paras. 40-41 - the United Nations and other
international organizations

General Comment 11: Plans of
action for primary eduction
(art. 14)

General Comment 10: The
role of national human rights
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institutions inthe protection of
economic, social and cultural
rights

General Comment 9: The
domestic application of the
Covenant

General Comment 8: The
relationship between economic
sanctions and respect for
economic, social and cultural
rights

General Comment No. 7 The
right to adequate housing (art.
11(1) of the Covenant): Forced
evictions

General Comment No. 6: The
economic, social and cultural
rights of older persons

General Comment No. 5
Persons with disabilities

General Comment No. 4: The
right to adequate housing (art.
11(1) of the Covenant

General Comment No. 3: The
nature of States parties
obligations (Art. 2, par. 1)

General Comment No. 2:
International technical
assistance measures (Art. 22)

Whole

General Comment No. 1:
Reporting by States parties

A/73/188: Report of the
Special Rapporteur on the
issue of human rights
obligations relating to the
enjoyment of a safe, clean,
healthy and sustainable
environment



11

A/HRC/20/26: Report on the
right to enjoy the benefits of
scientific progress and its
applications

Whole

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE (CCPR)
Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
ideal of free human beings enjoying civil and political freedom and freedom from fear and
want can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his civil
and political rights, as well as his economic, social and cultural rights,

Article 1
1. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely
determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural
development.
2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and
resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic
co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international law. In no case
may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence.
…

Article 2
1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all
individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the
present Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language,
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.
2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures, each State
Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take the necessary steps, in accordance
with its constitutional processes and with the provisions of the present Covenant, to adopt
such laws or other measures as may be necessary to give effect to the rights recognized
in the present Covenant.
3. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes:
(a) To ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein recognized are violated
shall have an effective remedy, notwithstanding that the violation has been committed by
persons acting in an official capacity;
(b) To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have his right thereto
determined by competent judicial, administrative or legislative authorities, or by any other
competent authority provided for by the legal system of the State, and to develop the
possibilities of judicial remedy;
(c) To ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such remedies when granted.

Article 4
1 . In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the existence of
which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Covenant may take
measures derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant to the extent
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strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not
inconsistent with their other obligations under international law and do not involve
discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin.
2. No derogation from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs I and 2), 11, 15, 16 and 18 may be
made under this provision.
3. Any State Party to the present Covenant availing itself of the right of derogation shall
immediately inform the other States Parties to the present Covenant, through the
intermediary of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, of the provisions from which
it has derogated and of the reasons by which it was actuated. A further communication
shall be made, through the same intermediary, on the date on which it terminates such
derogation.

Article 5
1. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or
person any right to engage in any activity or perform any act aimed at the destruction of
any of the rights and freedoms recognized herein or at their limitation to a greater extent
than is provided for in the present Covenant.
2. There shall be no restriction upon or derogation from any of the fundamental human
rights recognized or existing in any State Party to the present Covenant pursuant to law,
conventions, regulations or custom on the pretext that the present Covenant does not
recognize such rights or that it recognizes them to a lesser extent.

Article 9
1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to
arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such
grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law.
…
4. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take
proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide without delay on the
lawfulness of his detention and order his release if the detention is not lawful.
5. Anyone who has been the victim of unlawful arrest or detention shall have an
enforceable right to compensation.

Article 12
1. Everyone lawfully within the territory of a State shall, within that territory, have the right
to liberty of movement and freedom to choose his residence.
2. Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own.
3. The above-mentioned rights shall not be subject to any restrictions except those which
are provided by law, are necessary to protect national security, public order (ordre public),
public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others, and are consistent with the
other rights recognized in the present Covenant.
4. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his own country.

Article 14
1. All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals. In the determination of any
criminal charge against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit at law, everyone shall
be entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal
established by law. The press and the public may be excluded from all or part of a trial for
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reasons of morals, public order (ordre public) or national security in a democratic society,
or when the interest of the private lives of the parties so requires, or to the extent strictly
necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would
prejudice the interests of justice; but any judgement rendered in a criminal case or in a
suit at law shall be made public except where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise
requires or the proceedings concern matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children.

Article 17
1. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation.
2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or attacks.

Article 18
1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right
shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom,
either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his
religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.

Article 19
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.
2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom
to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers,
either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his
choice.
3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it
special duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but
these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:
(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;
(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public
health or morals.

Article 20
1. Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law.
2. Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to
discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.

Article 21
The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may be placed on the
exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are
necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety,
public order (ordre public), the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the
rights and freedoms of others.

Article 22
1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of association with others, including the right
to form and join trade unions for the protection of his interests.
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2. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those which are
prescribed by law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of
national security or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public health
or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. This article shall not
prevent the imposition of lawful restrictions on members of the armed forces and of the
police in their exercise of this right.

Article 25
Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of the distinctions
mentioned in article 2 and without unreasonable restrictions:
(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely chosen
representatives;
(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be by universal and
equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot, guaranteeing the free expression of the
will of the electors;
(c) To have access, on general terms of equality, to public service in his country.

Article 27
In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons belonging
to such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the other members of
their group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise their own religion, or to use
their own language.

General Comments of the CCPR

General Comment Relevant Excerpts

General Comment No. 37 on Article 21 (Right of peaceful
assembly)

General Comment No. 35 - Article 9 (Liberty and security
of person)

General Comment No. 34 - Article 19: Freedom of opinion
and expression;

General Comment No. 31 - Nature of the General Legal
Obligations imposed on States Parties to the Covenant

General Comment No. 29 - States of Emergency (article 4)

General Comment No. 27: Freedom of Movement (Art. 12)

General Comment No. 22: The right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion (Art. 18)
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General Comment No. 25 - The right to participate in public
affairs, voting rights and the right to equal access to public
service (Art. 25)

General Comment No. 16 - Article 17 (The right to respect
for privacy, family and correspondence, and protection of
honour and reputation)

General Comment No. 12 - Article 1 (The right to
self-determination of peoples)

General Comment No. 11 - Prohibition of propaganda for
war and inciting national, racial or religious hatred (Art. 20)

General Comment No. 10 - Article 19 (Freedom of opinion
and expression)

General Comment No. 8 - Article 9 (Right to liberty and
security of persons)

ECONOMIC & SOCIAL COUNCIL (ECOSOC)
UN CHARTER

Chapter X: The Economic and Social Council

COMPOSITION
Article 61

1. The Economic and Social Council shall consist of fifty-four Members of the United
Nations elected by the General Assembly.
2. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3, eighteen members of the Economic and
Social Council shall be elected each year for a term of three years. A retiring member
shall be eligible for immediate re-election.
3. At the first election after the increase in the membership of the Economic and Social
Council from twenty-seven to fifty-four members, in addition to the members elected in
place of the nine members whose term of office expires at the end of that year,
twenty-seven additional members shall be elected. Of these twenty-seven additional
members, the term of office of nine members so elected shall expire at the end of one
year, and of nine other members at the end of two years, in accordance with
arrangements made by the General Assembly.
4. Each member of the Economic and Social Council shall have one representative.

FUNCTIONS AND POWERS
Article 62

1. The Economic and Social Council may make or initiate studies and reports with respect
to international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and related matters and
may make recommendations with respect to any such matters to the General Assembly
to the Members of the United Nations, and to the specialized agencies concerned.
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2. It may make recommendations for the purpose of promoting respect for, and
observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all.
3. It may prepare draft conventions for submission to the General Assembly, with respect
to matters falling within its competence.
4. It may call, in accordance with the rules prescribed by the United Nations, international
conferences on matters falling within its competence.

Article 63
1. The Economic and Social Council may enter into agreements with any of the agencies
referred to in Article 57, defining the terms on which the agency concerned shall be
brought into relationship with the United Nations. Such agreements shall be subject to
approval by the General Assembly.
2. It may co-ordinate the activities of the specialized agencies through consultation with
and recommendations to such agencies and through recommendations to the General
Assembly and to the Members of the United Nations.

Article 64
1. The Economic and Social Council may take appropriate steps to obtain regular reports
from the specialized agencies. It may make arrangements with the Members of the United
Nations and with the specialized agencies to obtain reports on the steps taken to give
effect to its own recommendations and to recommendations on matters falling within its
competence made by the General Assembly.
2. It may communicate its observations on these reports to the General Assembly.

Article 65
The Economic and Social Council may furnish information to the Security Council and
shall assist the Security Council upon its request.

Article 66
1. The Economic and Social Council shall perform such functions as fall within its
competence in connection with the carrying out of the recommendations of the General
Assembly.
2. It may, with the approval of the General Assembly, perform services at the request of
Members of the United Nations and at the request of specialized agencies.
3. It shall perform such other functions as are specified elsewhere in the present Charter
or as may be assigned to it by the General Assembly.

VOTING
Article 67

1. Each member of the Economic and Social Council shall have one vote.
2. Decisions of the Economic and Social Council shall be made by a majority of the
members present and voting.

PROCEDURE
Article 68

The Economic and Social Council shall set up commissions in economic and social fields
and for the promotion of human rights, and such other commissions as may be required
for the performance of its functions.

Article 69
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The Economic and Social Council shall invite any Member of the United Nations to
participate, without vote, in its deliberations on any matter of particular concern to that
Member.

Article 70
The Economic and Social Council may make arrangements for representatives of the
specialized agencies to participate, without vote, in its deliberations and in those of the
commissions established by it, and for its representatives to participate in the
deliberations of the specialized agencies.

Article 71
The Economic and Social Council may make suitable arrangements for consultation with
non-governmental organizations which are concerned with matters within its competence.
Such arrangements may be made with international organizations and, where
appropriate, with national organizations after consultation with the Member of the United
Nations concerned.

Article 72
1. The Economic and Social Council shall adopt its own rules of procedure, including the
method of selecting its President.
2. The Economic and Social Council shall meet as required in accordance with its rules,
which shall include provision for the convening of meetings on the request of a majority of
its members.

Resolutions Relating to “Science and Technology for Development”

ECOSOC Resolution Relevant Excerpts

Resolution 2023/4: Science, technology
and innovation for development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2023/4
19 Jun 2023

Resolution 2022/16: Science, technology
and innovation for development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2022/16
29 Jul 2022

Note on a proposed United Nations
centralised database of open-source
appropriate technologies
Contribution to ECOSOC Resolution
E/RES/2021/30
Publication
29 Sep 2021

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2023d4_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2023d4_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2022d16_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2022d16_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2021d30_Note_OpenSource_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2021d30_Note_OpenSource_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2021d30_Note_OpenSource_en.pdf
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Resolution 2021/29: Science, technology
and innovation for development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2021/29
2 Aug 2021

Resolution 2021/30: Open-source
technologies for sustainable development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2021/30
30 Jul 2021

ECOSOC Resolution 2020/13: Science,
technology and innovation for development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2020/13
24 Jul 2020

ECOSOC Resolution 2019/25: Science,
technology and innovation for development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2019/25
5 Sep 2019

ECOSOC Resolution 2018/29: Science,
technology and innovation for development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2018/29
6 Aug 2018

ECOSOC Resolution 2017/22: Science,
technology and innovation for development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2017/22
24 Aug 2017

ECOSOC Resolution 2016/23: Science,
technology and innovation for development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2016/23
18 Aug 2016

ECOSOC Resolution 2015/27: Science,
technology and innovation for development
Adopted by the Economic and Social
Council on 22 July 2015
Sessional Document
E/RES/2015/27
16 Sep 2015

ECOSOC Resolution 2014/28: Science,

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2021d29_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2021d29_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2021d30_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2021d30_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2020d13_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2020d13_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2019d25_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2019d25_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/e_res_2018_29_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/e_res_2018_29_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2017d22_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2017d22_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2016d23_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2016d23_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2015d27_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/ecosoc_res_2015d27_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res_2014_28_en.pdf
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technology and innovation for development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2014/28
16 Jul 2014

ECOSOC Resolution 2013/10: Science
and technology for development
Sessional Document
E/RES/2013/10
24 Oct 2013

ECOSOC Resolution 2012/6: Science and
technology for development
Publication Chapter
E/RES/2012/6
24 Jul 2012

ECOSOC Resolution 2011/17: Science
and technology for development
Publication Chapter
26 Jul 2011

ECOSOC Resolution 2010/3: Science and
technology for development
Publication Chapter
18 Jul 2010

ECOSOC Resolution 2009/8: Science and
technology for development
Publication Chapter
23 Jul 2009

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION (UNESCO)

Preamble
For these reasons, the States Parties to this Constitution, believing in full and equal
opportunities for education for all, in the unrestricted pursuit of objective truth, and in the
free exchange of ideas and knowledge, are agreed and determined to develop and to
increase the means of communication between their peoples and to employ these means
for the purposes of mutual understanding and a truer and more perfect knowledge of
each other’s lives;
In consequence whereof they do hereby create the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization for the purpose of advancing, through the educational and
scientific and cultural relations of the peoples of the world, the objectives of international

https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res_2014_28_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res_WSIS2013_10_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res_WSIS2013_10_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res_2012_6_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res_2012_6_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res_2011_17_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res_2011_17_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res2010d3_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res2010d3_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res%2020098_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/information-document/ecosoc_res%2020098_en.pdf
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peace and of the common welfare of mankind for which the United Nations Organization
was established and which its Charter proclaims.

Article I - Purposes and functions
1. The purpose of the Organization is to contribute to peace and security by promoting
collaboration among the nations through education, science and culture in order to further
universal respect for justice, for the rule of law and for the human rights and fundamental
freedoms which are affirmed for the peoples of the world, without distinction of race, sex,
language or religion, by the Charter of the United Nations.
2. To realize this purpose the Organization will:
(a) Collaborate in the work of advancing the mutual knowledge and understanding of
peoples, through all means of mass communication and to that end recommend such
international agreements as may be necessary to promote the free flow of ideas by word
and image;
(b) Give fresh impulse to popular education and to the spread of culture:
By collaborating with Members, at their request, in the development of educational
activities;
By instituting collaboration among the nations to advance the ideal of equality of
educational opportunity without regard to race, sex or any distinctions, economic or
social;
By suggesting educational methods best suited to prepare the children of the world for the
responsibilities of freedom;
(c) Maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge:
By assuring the conservation and protection of the world’s inheritance of books, works of
art and monuments of history and science, and recommending to the nations concerned
the necessary international conventions;
By encouraging cooperation among the nations in all branches of intellectual activity,
including the international exchange of persons active in the fields of education, science
and culture and the exchange of publications, objects of artistic and scientific interest and
other materials of information;
By initiating methods of international cooperation calculated to give the people of all
countries access to the printed and published materials produced by any of them.
3. With a view to preserving the independence, integrity and fruitful diversity of the
cultures and educational systems of the States Members of the Organization, the
Organization is prohibited from intervening in matters which are essentially within their
domestic jurisdiction.
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Article IV - The General Conference
(See footnote 5)

A. Composition
1. The General Conference shall consist of the representatives of the States Members of
the Organization. The Government of each Member State shall appoint not more than five
delegates, who shall be selected after consultation with the National Commission, if
established, or with educational, scientific and cultural bodies.

B. Functions
2. The General Conference shall determine the policies and the main lines of work of the
Organization. It shall take decisions on programmes submitted to it by the Executive
Board.6
3. The General Conference shall, when it deems desirable and in accordance with the
regulations to be made by it, summon international conferences of states on education,
the sciences and humanities or the dissemination of knowledge; non-governmental
conferences on the same subjects may be summoned by the General Conference or by
the Executive Board in accordance with such regulations.7
4. The General Conference shall, in adopting proposals for submission to the Member
States, distinguish between recommendations and international conventions submitted for
their approval. In the former case a majority vote shall suffice; in the latter case a
two-thirds majority shall be required. Each of the Member States shall submit
recommendations or conventions to its competent authorities within a period of one year
from the close of the session of the General Conference at which they were adopted.
5. Subject to the provisions of Article V, paragraph 6 (c), the General Conference shall
advise the United Nations Organization on the educational, scientific and cultural aspects
of matters of concern to the latter, in accordance with the terms and procedure agreed
upon between the appropriate authorities of the two Organizations.8
6. The General Conference shall receive and consider the reports sent to the
Organization by Member States on the action taken upon the recommendations and
conventions referred to in paragraph 4 above or, if it so decides, analytical summaries of
these reports.9
7. The General Conference shall elect the members of the Executive Board and, on the
recommendation of the Board, shall appoint the Director-General.
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C. Voting
8. (a) Each Member State shall have one vote in the General Conference. Decisions shall
be made by a simple majority except in cases in which a two-thirds majority is required by
the provisions of this Constitution,10 or the Rules of Procedure of the General
Conference.11 A majority shall be a majority of the Members present and voting.12
(b) A Member State shall have no vote in the General Conference if the total amount of
contributions due from it exceeds the total amount of contributions payable by it for the
current year and the immediately preceding calendar year.13
(c) The General Conference may nevertheless permit such a Member State to vote, if it is
satisfied that failure to pay is due to conditions beyond the control of the Member State.14

D. Procedure
9. (a) The General Conference shall meet in ordinary session every two years. It may
meet in extraordinary session if it decides to do so itself or if summoned by the Executive
Board, or on the demand of at least one third of the Member States.
(b) At each session the location of its next ordinary session shall be designated by the
General Conference. The location of an extraordinary session shall be decided by the
General Conference if the session is summoned by it, or otherwise by the Executive
Board.15
10. The General Conference shall adopt its own rules of procedure. It shall at each
session elect a President and other officers.16
11. The General Conference shall set up special and technical committees and such
other subsidiary organs as may be necessary for its purposes.17
12. The General Conference shall cause arrangements to be made for public access to
meetings, subject to such regulations as it shall prescribe.

E. Observers
13. The General Conference, on the recommendation of the Executive Board and by a
two-thirds majority may, subject to its rules of procedure, invite as observers at specified
sessions of the Conference or of its commissions representatives of international
organizations, such as those referred to in Article XI, paragraph 4.
14. When consultative arrangements have been approved by the Executive Board for
such international non-governmental or semi-governmental organizations in the manner
provided in Article XI, paragraph 4, those organizations shall be invited to send observers
to sessions of the General Conference and its commissions.18

Article V - Executive Board
(See footnote 19)

A. Composition
1. The General Conference shall consist of the representatives of the States Members of
the Organization. The Government of each Member State shall appoint not more than five
delegates, who shall be selected after consultation with the National Commission, if
established, or with educational, scientific and cultural bodies.
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B. Functions
6.20 (a) The Executive Board shall prepare the agenda for the General Conference. It
shall examine the programme of work for the Organization and corresponding budget
estimates submitted to it by the Director-General in accordance with paragraph 3 of
Article VI and shall submit them with such recommendations as it considers desirable to
the General Conference.
(b) The Executive Board, acting under the authority of the General Conference, shall be
responsible for the execution of the programme adopted by the Conference. In
accordance with the decisions of the General Conference and having regard to
circumstances arising between two ordinary sessions, the Executive Board shall take all
necessary measures to ensure the effective and rational execution of the programme by
the Director-General.
(c) Between ordinary sessions of the General Conference, the Board may discharge the
functions of adviser to the United Nations, set forth in Article IV, paragraph 5, whenever
the problem upon which advice is sought has already been dealt with in principle by the
Conference, or when the solution is implicit in decisions of the Conference.
7. The Executive Board shall recommend to the General Conference the admission of
new Members to the Organization.
8. Subject to decisions of the General Conference, the Executive Board shall adopt its
own rules of procedure. It shall elect its officers from among its Members.
9. The Executive Board shall meet in regular session at least four times during a biennium
and may meet in special session if convoked by the Chairman on his initiative or upon the
request of six Members of the Executive Board.21
10. The Chairman of the Executive Board shall present, on behalf of the Board, to the
General Conference at each ordinary session, with or without comments, the reports on
the activities of the Organization which the Director-General is required to prepare in
accordance with the provisions of Article VI.3 (b).22
11. The Executive Board shall make all necessary arrangements to consult the
representatives of international organizations or qualified persons concerned with
questions within its competence.
12. Between sessions of the General Conference, the Executive Board may request
advisory opinions from the International Court of Justice on legal questions arising within
the field of the Organization’s activities.23
13. The Executive Board shall also exercise the powers delegated to it by the General
Conference on behalf of the Conference as a whole.24

C. Voting rights25
14 (a) Each Member of the Executive Board shall have one vote.
(b) A Member State shall have no vote if the total amount of contributions due from it
exceeds the total amount of contributions payable by it for the current year and the
immediately preceding calendar year. The General Conference may nevertheless permit
such a Member State to vote if it is satisfied that failure to pay is due to conditions beyond
the control of the Member State.
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Article VI - Secretariat
(See footnote 26)

1. The Secretariat shall consist of a Director-General and such staff as may be required.
2. The Director-General shall be nominated by the Executive Board and appointed by the
General Conference for a period of four years, under such conditions as the Conference
may approve. The Director-General may be appointed for a further term of four years but
shall not be eligible for reappointment for a subsequent term.27 The Director-General
shall be the chief administrative officer of the Organization.
3.(a) The Director-General, or a deputy designated by him, shall participate, without the
right to vote, in all meetings of the General Conference, of the Executive Board, and of
the Committees of the Organization. He shall formulate proposals for appropriate action
by the Conference and the Board, and shall prepare for submission to the Board a draft
programme of work for the Organization with corresponding budget estimates.28
(b) The Director-General shall prepare and communicate to Member States and to the
Executive Board periodical reports on the activities of the Organization. The General
Conference shall determine the periods to be covered by these reports.29
4. The Director-General shall appoint the staff of the Secretariat in accordance with staff
regulations to be approved by the General Conference. Subject to the paramount
consideration of securing the highest standards of integrity, efficiency and technical
competence, appointment to the staff shall be on as wide a geographical basis as
possible.
5. The responsibilities of the Director-General and of the staff shall be exclusively
international in character. In the discharge of their duties they shall not seek or receive
instructions from any government or from any authority external to the Organization. They
shall refrain from any action which might prejudice their positions as international officials.
Each State Member of the Organization undertakes to respect the international character
of the responsibilities of the Director-General and the staff, and not to seek to influence
them in the discharge of their duties.
6. Nothing in this Article shall preclude the Organization from entering into special
arrangements within the United Nations Organization for common services and staff and
for the interchange of personnel.
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Article VII - National cooperating bodies
1. Each Member State shall make such arrangements as suit its particular conditions for
the purpose of associating its principal bodies interested in educational, scientific and
cultural matters with the work of the Organization, preferably by the formation of a
National Commission broadly representative of the government and such bodies.
2. National Commissions or National Cooperating Bodies, where they exist, shall act in an
advisory capacity to their respective delegations to the General Conference, to the
representatives and alternates of their countries on the Executive Board and to their
Governments in matters relating to the Organization and shall function as agencies of
liaison in all matters of interest to it.30
3. The Organization may, on the request of a Member State, delegate, either temporarily,
a member of its Secretariat to serve on the National Commission of that state, in order to
assist in the development of its work.

Article VIII - Reports by Member States
Each Member State shall submit to the Organization, at such times and in such manner
as shall be determined by the General Conference, reports on the laws, regulations and
statistics relating to its educational, scientific and cultural institutions and activities, and on
the action taken upon the recommendations and conventions referred to in Article IV,
paragraph 4.31

Article X - Relations with the United Nations Organization
This Organization shall be brought into relation with the United Nations Organization, as
soon as practicable, as one of the specialized agencies referred to in Article 57 of the
Charter of the United Nations. This relationship shall be effected through an agreement
with the United Nations Organization under Article 63 of the Charter, which agreement
shall be subject to the approval of the General Conference of this Organization. The
agreement shall provide for effective cooperation between the two Organizations in the
pursuit of their common purposes, and at the same time shall recognize the autonomy of
this Organization, within the fields of its competence as defined in this Constitution. Such
agreement may, among other matters, provide for the approval and financing of the
budget of the Organization by the General Assembly of the United Nations.
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Article XI - Relations with other specialized international organizations and
agencies

1. This Organization may cooperate with other specialized intergovernmental
organizations and agencies whose interests and activities are related to its purposes. To
this end the Director- General, acting under the general authority of the Executive Board,
may establish effective working relationships with such organizations and agencies and
establish such joint committees as may be necessary to assure effective cooperation. Any
formal arrangements entered into with such organizations or agencies shall be subject to
the approval of the Executive Board.
2. Whenever the General Conference of this Organization and the competent authorities
of any other specialized intergovernmental organizations or agencies whose purpose and
functions lie within the competence of this Organization deem it desirable to effect a
transfer of their resources and activities to this Organization, the Director-General, subject
to the approval of the Conference, may enter into mutually acceptable arrangements for
this purpose.
3. This Organization may make appropriate arrangements with other intergovernmental
organizations for reciprocal representation at meetings.
4. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization may make
suitable arrangements for consultation and cooperation with non-governmental
international organizations concerned with matters within its competence, and may invite
them to undertake specific tasks. Such cooperation may also include appropriate
participation by representatives of such organizations on advisory committees set up by
the General Conference.

Article XIV - Interpretation
1. The English and French texts of this Constitution shall be regarded as equally
authoritative.
2. Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation of this Constitution shall be
referred for determination to the International Court of Justice or to an arbitral tribunal, as
the General Conference may determine under its Rules of Procedure.35
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL ORGANIZATION (FAO)
Preamble

The Nations accepting this Constitution, being determined to promote the common
welfare by furthering separate and collective action on their part for the purpose of:

· raising levels of nutrition and standards of living of the peoples under their
respective jurisdictions;
· securing improvements in the efficiency of the production and distribution of all
food and agricultural products;
· bettering the condition of rural populations;
· and thus contributing towards an expanding world economy and ensuring
humanity's freedom from hunger;

hereby establish the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, hereinafter
referred to as the "Organization", through which the Members will report to one another
on the measures taken and the progress achieved in the field of action set forth above.

Article I Functions of the Organization
1. The Organization shall collect, analyse, interpret and disseminate information relating
to nutrition, food and agriculture. In this Constitution, the term "agriculture" and its
derivatives include fisheries, marine products, forestry and primary forestry products.
2. The Organization shall promote and, where appropriate, shall recommend national and
international action with respect to:
(a) scientific, technological, social and economic research relating to nutrition, food and
agriculture;
(b) the improvement of education and administration relating to nutrition, food and
agriculture, and the spread of public knowledge of nutritional and agricultural science and
practice;
(c) the conservation of natural resources and the adoption of improved methods of
agricultural production;
(d) the improvement of the processing, marketing and distribution of food and agricultural
products;
(e) the adoption of policies for the provision of adequate agricultural credit, national and
international;
(f) the adoption of international policies with respect to agricultural commodity
arrangements.
3. It shall also be the function of the Organization:
(a) to furnish such technical assistance as governments may request;
(b) to organize, in cooperation with the governments concerned, such missions as may be
needed to assist them to fulfil the obligation arising from their acceptance of the
recommendations of the United Nations Conference on Food and Agriculture and of this
Constitution; and
(c) generally to take all necessary and appropriate action to implement the purposes of
the Organization as set forth in the Preamble.
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Article III The Conference
1. There shall be a Conference of the Organization in which each Member Nation and
Associate Member shall be represented by one delegate. Associate Members shall have
the right to participate in the deliberations of the Conference but shall not hold office or
have the right to vote.
2. Each Member Nation and Associate Member may appoint alternates, associates and
advisers to its delegate. The Conference may determine the conditions for the
participation of alternates, associates and advisers in its proceedings, but any such
participation shall be without the right to vote, except in the case of an alternate,
associate, or adviser participating in the place of a delegate.
3. No delegate may represent more than one Member Nation or Associate Member.
4. Each Member Nation shall have only one vote. A Member Nation which is in arrears in
the payment of its financial contributions to the Organization shall have no vote in the
Conference if the amount of its arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions
due from it for the two preceding calendar years. The Conference may, nevertheless,
permit such a Member Nation to vote if it is satisfied that the failure to pay is due to
conditions beyond the control of the Member Nation.
5. The Conference may invite any international organization which has responsibilities
related to those of the Organization to be represented at its meetings on the conditions
prescribed by the Conference. No representative of such an organization shall have the
right to vote.
6. The Conference shall meet once in every two years in regular session. It may meet in
special session:
(a) if at any regular session the Conference decides, by a majority of the votes cast, to
meet in the following year;
(b) if the Council so instructs the Director-General, or if at least one-third of the Member
Nations so request.
7. The Conference shall elect its own officers.
8. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Constitution or by rules made by the
Conference, all decisions of the Conference shall be taken by a majority of the votes cast.
9. The Conference shall be assisted by a Committee on World Food Security. This
Committee shall report to the Conference and to the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA), through the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the Conference. Its
composition and terms of reference shall be governed by rules adopted by the
Conference.
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Article IV Functions of the Conference
1. The Conference shall determine the policy and approve the budget of the Organization
and shall exercise the other powers conferred upon it by this Constitution.
2. The Conference shall adopt General Rules and Financial Regulations for the
Organization.
3. The Conference may, by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast, make
recommendations to Member Nations and Associate Members concerning questions
relating to food and agriculture, for consideration by them with a view to implementation
by national action.
4. The Conference may make recommendations to any international organization
regarding any matter pertaining to the purpose of the Organization.
5. The Conference may review any decision taken by the Council or by any commission
or committee of the Conference or Council, or by any subsidiary body of such
commissions or committees.
6. There shall be such Regional Conferences as the Conference may establish. The
status, functions and reporting procedures of the Regional Conferences shall be
governed by rules adopted by the Conference.

Article V Council of the Organization
1. A Council of the Organization consisting of forty-nine Member Nations shall be elected
by the Conference. Each Member Nation on the Council shall have one representative
and shall have only one vote. Each Member of the Council may appoint alternates,
associates and advisers to its representative. The Council may determine the conditions
for the participation of alternates, associates and advisers in its proceedings, but any
such participation shall be without the right to vote, except in the case of an alternate,
associate or adviser participating in the place of a representative. No representative may
represent more than one Member of the Council. The tenure and other conditions of office
of the Members of the Council shall be subject to rules made by the Conference.
2. The Conference shall, in addition, appoint an independent Chairperson of the Council.
3. The Council shall have such powers as the Conference may delegate to it, but the
Conference shall not delegate the powers set forth in paragraphs 2, 3 and 11 of Article II,
Article IV, paragraph 1 of Article VII, Article XII, paragraph 4 of Article XIII, paragraphs 1
and 6 of Article XIV and Article XX of this Constitution.
4. The Council shall appoint its officers other than the Chairperson and, subject to any
decisions of the Conference, shall adopt its own Rules of Procedure.
5. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Constitution or by rules made by the
Conference or Council, all decisions of the Council shall be taken by a majority of the
votes cast. 6. In the performance of its functions, the Council shall be assisted:
(a) by a Programme Committee, a Finance Committee, and a Committee on
Constitutional and Legal Matters, which shall report to the Council; and
(b) by a Committee on Commodity Problems, a Committee on Fisheries, a Committee on
Forestry, and a Committee on Agriculture which shall report to the Council on programme
and budget matters and to the Conference on policy and regulatory matters.
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7. The composition and terms of reference of the Committees referred to in paragraph 6
shall be governed by rules adopted by the Conference.
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Article VI Commissions, Committees, Conferences, Working Parties and
Consultations

1. The Conference or Council may establish commissions, the membership of which shall
be open to all Member Nations and Associate Members, or regional commissions open to
all Member Nations and Associate Members whose territories are situated wholly or in
part in one or more regions, to advise on the formulation and implementation of policy and
to coordinate the implementation of policy. The Conference or Council may also establish,
in conjunction with other intergovernmental organizations, joint commissions open to all
Member Nations and Associate Members of the Organization and of the other
organizations concerned, or joint regional commissions open to Member Nations and
Associate Members of the Organization and of the other organizations concerned, whose
territories are situated wholly or in part in the region.

2. The Conference, the Council, or the Director-General on the authority of the
Conference or Council may establish committees and working parties to study and report
on matters pertaining to the purpose of the Organization and consisting either of selected
Member Nations and Associate Members, or of individuals appointed in their personal
capacity because of their special competence in technical matters. The Conference, the
Council, or the Director-General on the authority of the Conference or Council may, in
conjunction with other intergovernmental organizations, also establish joint committees
and working parties, consisting either of selected Member Nations and Associate
Members of the Organization and of the other organizations concerned, or of individuals
appointed in their personal capacity. The selected Member Nations and Associate
Members shall, as regards the Organization, be designated either by the Conference or
the Council, or by the Director-General if so decided by the Conference or Council. The
individuals appointed in their personal capacity shall, as regards the Organization, be
designated either by the Conference, the Council, selected Member Nations or Associate
Members, or by the Director-General, as decided by the Conference or Council.

3. The Conference, the Council, or the Director-General on the authority of the
Conference or Council shall determine the terms of reference and reporting procedures,
as appropriate, of commissions, committees and working parties established by the
Conference, the Council, or the Director-General as the case may be. Such commissions
and committees may adopt their own rules of procedure and amendments thereto, which
shall come into force upon approval by the Director-General. The terms of reference and
reporting procedures of joint commissions, committees and working parties established in
conjunction with other intergovernmental organizations shall be determined in
consultation with the other organizations concerned.

4. The Director-General may establish, in consultation with Member Nations, Associate
Members and National FAO Committees, panels of experts, with a view to developing
consultation with leading technicians in the various fields of activity of the Organization.
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The Director-General may convene meetings of some or all of these experts for
consultation on specific subjects.

5. The Conference, the Council, or the Director-General on the authority of the
Conference or Council may convene general, regional, technical or other conferences, or
working parties or consultations of Member Nations and Associate Members, laying down
their terms of reference and reporting procedures, and may provide for participation in
such conferences, working parties and consultations, in such manner as they may
determine, of national and international bodies concerned with nutrition, food and
agriculture.

6. When the Director-General is satisfied that urgent action is required, he may establish
the committees and working parties and convene the conferences, working parties and
consultations provided for in paragraphs 2 and 5 above. Such action shall be notified by
the Director-General to Member Nations and Associate Members and reported to the
following session of the Council.

7. Associate Members included in the membership of the commissions, committees or
working parties, or attending the conferences, working parties or consultations referred to
in paragraphs 1, 2 and 5 above, shall have the right to participate in the deliberations of
such commissions, committees, conferences, working parties and consultations, but shall
not hold office or have the right to vote.

Article VII The Director-General
1. There shall be a Director-General of the Organization who shall be appointed by the
Conference for a term of four years. The Director-General shall be eligible for
reappointment only once for a further term of four years.

2. The appointment of the Director-General under this Article shall be made by such
procedures and on such terms as the Conference may determine.

3. Should the office of Director-General become vacant prior to the expiry of his term of
office, the Conference shall, either at the next regular session or at a special session
convened in accordance with Article III, paragraph 6 of this Constitution, appoint a
Director-General in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article.
The duration of the term of office of the Director-General appointed at a special session
shall expire after the second regular session of the Conference following the date of
appointment, in accordance with the sequence for the term of office of the
Director-General established by the Conference.

4. Subject to the general supervision of the Conference and the Council, the
DirectorGeneral shall have full power and authority to direct the work of the Organization.
5. The Director-General or a representative designated by him shall participate, without
the right to vote, in all meetings of the Conference and of the Council and shall formulate
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for consideration by the Conference and the Council proposals for appropriate action in
regard to matters coming before them.

Article VIII Staff
1. The staff of the Organization shall be appointed by the Director-General in accordance
with such procedure as may be determined by rules made by the Conference.

2. The staff of the Organization shall be responsible to the Director-General. Their
responsibilities shall be exclusively international in character and they shall not seek or
receive instructions in regard to the discharge thereof from any authority external to the
Organization. The Member Nations and Associate Members undertake fully to respect the
international character of the responsibilities of the staff and not to seek to influence any
of their nationals in the discharge of such responsibilities.

3. In appointing the staff, the Director-General shall, subject to the paramount importance
of securing the highest standards of efficiency and of technical competence, pay due
regard to the importance of selecting personnel recruited on as wide a geographical basis
as is possible.

4. Each Member Nation and Associate Member undertakes, insofar as it may be possible
under its constitutional procedure, to accord to the Director-General and senior staff
diplomatic privileges and immunities and to accord to other members of the staff all
facilities and immunities accorded to non-diplomatic personnel attached to diplomatic
missions or, alternatively, to accord to such other members of the staff the immunities and
facilities which may hereafter be accorded to equivalent members of the staffs of other
public international organizations.

Article XI Reports by Member Nations and Associate Members
1. All Member Nations and Associate Members shall communicate regularly to the
Director-General, on publication, the texts of laws and regulations pertaining to matters
within the competence of the Organization which the Director-General considers useful
for the purposes of the Organization.

2. With respect to the same matters, all Member Nations and Associate Members shall
also communicate regularly to the Director-General statistical, technical and other
information published or otherwise issued by, or readily available to, the government. The
Director-General shall indicate from time to time the nature of the information which would
be most useful to the Organization and the form in which this information might be
supplied.

3. Member Nations and Associate Members may be requested to furnish, at such times
and in such form as the Conference, the Council or the Director-General may indicate,



1 Article 57 reads as follows: "1. The various specialized agencies, established by intergovernmental
agreement and having wide international responsibilities, as defined, in their basic instruments, in
economic, social, cultural, educational, health and related fields, shall be brought into relationship with the
United Nations in accordance with the provisions of Article 63. "2. Such agencies thus brought into
relationship with the United Nations are hereinafter referred to as specialized agencies."
Article 63 reads as follows: "1. The Economic and Social Council may enter into agreements with any of
the agencies referred to in Article 57, defining the terms on which the agency concerned shall be brought
into relationship with the United Nations. Such agreements shall be subject to approval by the General
Assembly. "2. It may coordinate the activities of the specialized agencies through consultation with and
recommendations to such agencies and through recommendations to the General Assembly and to the
members of the United Nations."
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other information, reports or documentation pertaining to matters within the competence
of the Organization, including reports on the action taken on the basis of resolutions or
recommendations of the Conference.

Article XII Relations with the United Nations
1. The Organization shall maintain relations with the United Nations as a specialized
agency within the meaning of Article 57 of the Charter of the United Nations1

2. Agreements defining the relations between the Organization and the United Nations
shall be subject to the approval of the Conference.

Article XIII Cooperation with Organizations and Persons
1. In order to provide for close cooperation between the Organization and other
international organizations with related responsibilities, the Conference may enter into
agreements with the competent authorities of such organizations, defining the distribution
of responsibilities and methods of cooperation.

2. The Director-General may, subject to any decision of the Conference, enter into
agreements with other intergovernmental organizations for the maintenance of common
services, for common arrangements in regard to recruitment, training, conditions of
service and other related matters, and for interchanges of staff.

3. The Conference may approve arrangements placing other international organizations
dealing with questions relating to food and agriculture under the general authority of the
Organization on such terms as may be agreed with the competent authorities of the
organization concerned.

4. The Conference shall make rules laying down the procedure to be followed to secure
proper consultation with governments in regard to relations between the Organization and
national institutions or private persons.
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Article XIV Conventions and Agreements
1. The Conference may, by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast and in conformity with
rules adopted by the Conference, approve and submit to Member Nations conventions
and agreements concerning questions relating to food and agriculture.

2. The Council, under rules to be adopted by the Conference, may, by a vote concurred in
by at least two thirds of the membership of the Council, approve and submit to Member
Nations:
(a) agreements concerning questions relating to food and agriculture which are of
particular interest to Member Nations of geographical areas specified in such agreements
and are designed to apply only to such areas;
(b) supplementary conventions or agreements designed to implement any convention or
agreement which has come into force under paragraphs 1 or 2(a).

3. Conventions, agreements, and supplementary conventions and agreements shall:
(a) be submitted to the Conference or Council through the Director-General on behalf of a
technical meeting or conference comprising Member Nations, which has assisted in
drafting the convention or agreement and has suggested that it be submitted to Member
Nations concerned for acceptance;
(b) contain provisions concerning the Member Nations of the Organization, and such
non-member States as are members of the United Nations, any of its specialized
agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency, and regional economic integration
organizations, including Member Organizations, to which their Member States have
transferred competence over matters within the purview of the conventions, agreements,
supplementary conventions and agreements, including the power to enter into treaties in
respect thereto, which may become parties thereto and the number of acceptances by
Member Nations necessary to bring such convention, agreement, supplementary
convention or agreement into force, and thus to ensure that it will constitute a real
contribution to the achievement of its objectives. In the case of conventions, agreements,
supplementary conventions and agreements establishing commissions or committees,
participation by non-member States of the Organization that are members of the United
Nations, any of its specialized agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency or by
regional economic integration organizations other than Member Organizations, shall in
addition be subject to prior approval by at least two-thirds of the membership of such
commissions or committees. Where any convention, agreement, supplementary
convention or agreement provides that a Member Organization or a regional economic
integration organization that is not a Member Organization may become a party thereto,
the voting rights to be exercised by such organizations and the other terms of
participation shall be defined therein. Any such convention, agreement, supplementary
convention or agreement shall, where the Member States of the Organization do not
participate in that convention, agreement, supplementary convention or agreement, and
where other parties exercise one vote only, provide that the organization shall exercise
only one vote in any body established by such convention, agreement, supplementary
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convention or agreement, but shall enjoy equal rights of participation with Member
Nations parties to such convention, agreement, supplementary convention or agreement;
(c) not entail any financial obligations for Member Nations not parties to it other than their
contributions to the Organization provided for in Article XVIII, paragraph 2 of this
Constitution.

4. Any convention, agreement, supplementary convention or agreement approved by the
Conference or Council for submission to Member Nations shall come into force for each
contracting party as the convention, agreement, supplementary convention or agreement
may prescribe.

5. As regards an Associate Member, conventions, agreements, supplementary
conventions and agreements shall be submitted to the authority having responsibility for
the international relations of the Associate Member.

6. The Conference shall make rules laying down the procedure to be followed to secure
proper consultation with governments and adequate technical preparations prior to
consideration by the Conference or the Council of proposed conventions, agreements,
supplementary conventions and agreements.

7. Two copies in the authentic language or languages of any convention, agreement,
supplementary convention or agreement approved by the Conference or the Council shall
be certified by the Chairperson of the Conference or of the Council respectively and by
the Director-General. One of these copies shall be deposited in the archives of the
Organization. The other copy shall be transmitted to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations for registration once the convention, agreement, supplementary convention or
agreement has come into force as a result of action taken under this Article. In addition,
the DirectorGeneral shall certify copies of those conventions, agreements, supplementary
conventions or agreements and transmit one copy to each Member Nation of the
Organization and to such a non-member States or regional economic integration
organizations as may become parties to the conventions, agreements, supplementary
conventions or agreements.
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Article XV Agreements between the Organization and Member Nations
1. The Conference may authorize the Director-General to enter into agreements with
Member Nations for the establishment of international institutions dealing with questions
relating to food and agriculture.

2. In pursuance of a policy decision taken by the Conference by a two-thirds majority of
the votes cast, the Director-General may negotiate and enter into such agreements with
Member Nations subject to the provisions of paragraph 3 below.

3. The signature of such agreements by the Director-General shall be subject to the prior
approval of the Conference by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast. The Conference
may, in a particular case or cases, delegate the authority of approval to the Council,
requiring a vote concurred in by at least two thirds of the membership of the Council.

Article XVII Interpretation of the Constitution and Settlement of Legal Questions
1. Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation of this Constitution, if not settled
by the Conference, shall be referred to the International Court of Justice in conformity with
the Statute of the Court or to such other body as the Conference may determine.
2. Any request by the Organization to the International Court of Justice for an advisory
opinion on legal questions arising within the scope of its activities shall be in accordance
with any agreement between the Organization and the United Nations.
3. The reference of any question or dispute under this Article, or any request for an
advisory opinion, shall be subject to procedures to be prescribed by the Conference.



2 (1)The Constitution was adopted by the International Health Conference held in New York from 19 June
to 22 July 1946, signed on 22 July 1946 by the representatives of 61 States (Off. Rec. Wld Hlth Org., 2,
100), and entered into force on 7 April 1948. Amendments adopted by the Twenty-sixth, Twenty-ninth,
Thirty-ninth and Fifty-first World Health Assemblies (resolutions WHA26.37, WHA29.38, WHA39.6 and
WHA51.23) came into force on 3 February 1977, 20 January 1984, 11 July 1994 and 15 September 2005
respectively and are incorporated in the present text.
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO)2

Preamble
The extension to all peoples of the benefits of medical, psychological and related
knowledge is essential to the fullest attainment of health.
Informed opinion and active co-operation on the part of the public are of the utmost
importance in the improvement of the health of the people.
Governments have a responsibility for the health of their peoples which can be fulfilled
only by the provision of adequate health and social measures.
ACCEPTING THESE PRINCIPLES, and for the purpose of co-operation among
themselves and with others to promote and protect the health of all peoples, the
Contracting Parties agree to the present Constitution and
hereby establish the World Health Organization as a specialized agency within the terms
of Article 57 of the Charter of the United Nations.

CHAPTER I – OBJECTIVE
Article 1

The objective of the World Health Organization (hereinafter called the Organization) shall
be the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health.
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CHAPTER II – FUNCTIONS
Article 2

In order to achieve its objective, the functions of the Organization shall be:
(a) to act as the directing and co-ordinating authority on international health work;
(b) to establish and maintain effective collaboration with the United Nations, specialized
agencies, governmental health administrations, professional groups and such other
organizations as may be deemed appropriate;
(c) to assist Governments, upon request, in strengthening health services;
(d) to furnish appropriate technical assistance and, in emergencies, necessary aid upon
the request or acceptance of Governments;
(e) to provide or assist in providing, upon the request of the United Nations, health
services and facilities to special groups, such as the peoples of trust territories;
(f) to establish and maintain such administrative and technical services as may be
required, including epidemiological and statistical services;
(g) to stimulate and advance work to eradicate epidemic, endemic and other diseases;
(h) to promote, in co-operation with other specialized agencies where necessary, the
prevention of accidental injuries;
(i) to promote, in co-operation with other specialized agencies where necessary, the
improvement of nutrition, housing, sanitation, recreation, economic or working conditions
and other aspects of environmental hygiene;
(j) to promote co-operation among scientific and professional groups which contribute to
the advancement of health;
(k) to propose conventions, agreements and regulations, and make recommendations
with respect to international health matters and to perform such duties as may be
assigned thereby to the Organization and are consistent with its objective;
(l) to promote maternal and child health and welfare and to foster the ability to live
harmoniously in a changing total environment;
(m) to foster activities in the field of mental health, especially those affecting the harmony
of human relations;
(n) to promote and conduct research in the field of health;
(o) to promote improved standards of teaching and training in the health, medical and
related professions;
(p) to study and report on, in co-operation with other specialized agencies where
necessary, administrative and social techniques affecting public health and medical care
from preventive and curative points of view, including hospital services and social
security;
(q) to provide information, counsel and assistance in the field of health;
(r) to assist in developing an informed public opinion among all peoples on matters of
health;
(s) to establish and revise as necessary international nomenclatures of diseases, of
causes of death and of public health practices;
(t) to standardize diagnostic procedures as necessary;
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(u) to develop, establish and promote international standards with respect to food,
biological, pharmaceutical and similar products;
(v) generally to take all necessary action to attain the objective of the Organization.

CHAPTER IV – ORGANS
Article 9

The work of the Organization shall be carried out by:
(a) The World Health Assembly (herein called the Health Assembly);
(b) The Executive Board (hereinafter called the Board);
(c) The Secretariat.

CHAPTER V – THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY
Article 10

The Health Assembly shall be composed of delegates representing Members.

Article 11
Each Member shall be represented by not more than three delegates, one of whom shall
be designated by the Member as chief delegate. These delegates should be chosen from
among persons most qualified by their technical competence in the field of health,
preferably representing the national health administration of the Member.

Article 13
The Health Assembly shall meet in regular annual session and in such special sessions
as may be necessary. Special sessions shall be convened at the request of the Board or
of a majority of the Members.

Article 17
The Health Assembly shall adopt its own rules of procedure.



41

Article 18
The functions of the Health Assembly shall be:
(a) to determine the policies of the Organization;
(b) to name the Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board;
(c) to appoint the Director-General;
(d) to review and approve reports and activities of the Board and of the Director-General
and to instruct the Board in regard to matters upon which action, study, investigation or
report may be considered desirable;
(e) to establish such committees as may be considered necessary for the work of the
Organization;
(f) to supervise the financial policies of the Organization and to review and approve the
budget;
(g) to instruct the Board and the Director-General to bring to the attention of Members and
of international organizations, governmental or nongovernmental, any matter with regard
to health which the Health Assembly may consider appropriate;
(h) to invite any organization, international or national, governmental or
non-governmental, which has responsibilities related to those of the Organization, to
appoint representatives to participate, without right of vote, in its meetings or in those of
the committees and conferences convened under its authority, on conditions prescribed
by the Health Assembly; but in the case of national organizations, invitations shall be
issued only with the consent of the Government concerned;
(i) to consider recommendations bearing on health made by the General Assembly, the
Economic and Social Council, the Security Council or Trusteeship Council of the United
Nations, and to report to them on the steps taken by the Organization to give effect to
such recommendations;
(j) to report to the Economic and Social Council in accordance with any agreement
between the Organization and the United Nations;
(k) to promote and conduct research in the field of health by the personnel of the
Organization, by the establishment of its own institutions or by co-operation with official or
non-official institutions of any Member with the consent of its Government;
(l) to establish such other institutions as it may consider desirable;
(m) to take any other appropriate action to further the objective of the Organization.

Article 19
The Health Assembly shall have authority to adopt conventions or agreements with
respect to any matter within the competence of the Organization. A two-thirds vote of the
Health Assembly shall be required for the adoption of such conventions or agreements,
which shall come into force for each Member when accepted by it in accordance with its
constitutional processes.
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Article 21
The Health Assembly shall have authority to adopt regulations concerning:
(a) sanitary and quarantine requirements and other procedures designed to prevent the
international spread of disease;
(b) nomenclatures with respect to diseases, causes of death and public health practices;
(c) standards with respect to diagnostic procedures for international use;
(d) standards with respect to the safety, purity and potency of biological, pharmaceutical
and similar products moving in international commerce;
(e) advertising and labelling of biological, pharmaceutical and similar products moving in
international commerce.

Article 22
Regulations adopted pursuant to Article 21 shall come into force for all Members after due
notice has been given of their adoption by the Health Assembly except for such Members
as may notify the Director-General of rejection or reservations within the period stated in
the notice.

Article 23
The Health Assembly shall have authority to make recommendations to Members with
respect to any matter within the competence of the Organization.

CHAPTER VI – THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
Article 24

The Board shall consist of thirty-four persons designated by as many Members. The
Health Assembly, taking into account an equitable geographical distribution, shall elect
the Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board, provided that, of such
Members, not less than three shall be elected from each of the regional organizations
established pursuant to Article 44. Each of these Members should appoint to the Board a
person technically qualified in the field of health, who may be accompanied by alternates
and advisers.

Article 26
The Board shall meet at least twice a year and shall determine the place of each meeting.
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Article 28
The functions of the Board shall be:
(a) to give effect to the decisions and policies of the Health Assembly;
(b) to act as the executive organ of the Health Assembly;
(c) to perform any other functions entrusted to it by the Health Assembly;
(d) to advise the Health Assembly on questions referred to it by that body and on matters
assigned to the Organization by conventions, agreements and regulations;
(e) to submit advice or proposals to the Health Assembly on its own initiative;
(f) to prepare the agenda of meetings of the Health Assembly;
(g) to submit to the Health Assembly for consideration and approval a general programme
of work covering a specific period;
(h) to study all questions within its competence;
(i) to take emergency measures within the functions and financial resources of the
Organization to deal with events requiring immediate action.
In particular it may authorize the Director-General to take the necessary steps to combat
epidemics, to participate in the organization of health relief to victims of a calamity and to
undertake studies and research the urgency of which has been drawn to the attention of
the Board by any Member or by the Director-General.

Article 29
The Board shall exercise on behalf of the whole Health Assembly the powers delegated
to it by that body.
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CHAPTER VII – THE SECRETARIAT
Article 30

The Secretariat shall comprise the Director-General and such technical and
administrative staff as the Organization may require.

Article 31
The Director-General shall be appointed by the Health Assembly on the nomination of the
Board on such terms as the Health Assembly may determine. The Director-General,
subject to the authority of the Board, shall be the chief technical and administrative officer
of the Organization.

Article 32
The Director-General shall be ex officio Secretary of the Health Assembly, of the Board, of
all commissions and committees of the Organization and of conferences convened by it.
He may delegate these functions.

Article 33
The Director-General or his representative may establish a procedure by agreement with
Members, permitting him, for the purpose of discharging his duties, to have direct access
to their various departments, especially to their health administrations and to national
health organizations, governmental or non-governmental. He may also establish direct
relations with international organizations whose activities come within the competence of
the Organization. He shall keep regional offices informed on all matters involving their
respective areas.

Article 34
The Director-General shall prepare and submit to the Board the financial statements and
budget estimates of the Organization.

Article 35
The Director-General shall appoint the staff of the Secretariat in accordance with staff
regulations established by the Health Assembly. The paramount consideration in the
employment of the staff shall be to assure that the efficiency, integrity and internationally
representative character of the Secretariat shall be maintained at the highest level. Due
regard shall be paid also to the importance of recruiting the staff on as wide a
geographical basis as possible.

Article 36
The conditions of service of the staff of the Organization shall conform as far as possible
with those of other United Nations organizations.

Article 37
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In the performance of their duties the Director-General and the staff shall not seek or
receive instructions from any government or from any authority external to the
Organization. They shall refrain from any action which might reflect on their position as
international officers. Each Member of the Organization on its part undertakes to respect
the exclusively international character of the Director-General and the staff and not to
seek to influence them.

CHAPTER VIII – COMMITTEES
Article 38

The Board shall establish such committees as the Health Assembly may direct and, on its
own initiative or on the proposal of the Director-General, may establish any other
committees considered desirable to serve any purpose within the competence of the
Organization.

Article 39
The Board, from time to time and in any event annually, shall review the necessity for
continuing each committee. Article 40 The Board may provide for the creation of or the
participation by the Organization in joint or mixed committees with other organizations
and for the representation of the Organization in committees established by such other
organizations.

CHAPTER IX – CONFERENCES
Article 41

The Health Assembly or the Board may convene local, general, technical or other special
conferences to consider any matter within the competence of the Organization and may
provide for the representation at such conferences of international organizations and, with
the consent of the Government concerned, of national organizations, governmental or
nongovernmental. The manner of such representation shall be determined by the Health
Assembly or the Board.

Article 42
The Board may provide for representation of the Organization at conferences in which the
Board considers that the Organization has an interest.

CHAPTER XI – REGIONAL ARRANGEMENTS
Article 44

(a) The Health Assembly shall from time to time define the geographical areas in which it
is desirable to establish a regional organization.
(b) The Health Assembly may, with the consent of a majority of the Members situated
within each area so defined, establish a regional organization to meet the special needs
of such area. There shall not be more than one regional organization in each area.
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Article 45
Each regional organization shall be an integral part of the Organization in accordance
with this Constitution.

Article 46
Each regional organization shall consist of a regional committee and a regional office.

Article 47
Regional committees shall be composed of representatives of the Member States and
Associate Members in the region concerned. Territories or groups of territories within the
region, which are not responsible for the conduct of their international relations and which
are not Associate Members, shall have the right to be represented and to participate in
regional committees. The nature and extent of the rights and obligations of these
territories or groups of territories in regional committees shall be determined by the Health
Assembly in consultation with the Member or other authority having responsibility for the
international relations of these territories and with the Member States in the region.

Article 48
Regional committees shall meet as often as necessary and shall determine the place of
each meeting.

Article 49
Regional committees shall adopt their own rules of procedure.

Article 50
The functions of the regional committee shall be:
(a) to formulate policies governing matters of an exclusively regional character;
(b) to supervise the activities of the regional office;
(c) to suggest to the regional office the calling of technical conferences and such
additional work or investigation in health matters as in the opinion of the regional
committee would promote the objective of the Organization within the region;
(d) to co-operate with the respective regional committees of the United Nations and with
those of other specialized agencies and with other regional international organizations
having interests in common with the Organization;
(e) to tender advice, through the Director-General, to the Organization on international
health matters which have wider than regional significance;
(f) to recommend additional regional appropriations by the Governments of the respective
regions if the proportion of the central budget of the Organization allotted to that region is
insufficient for the carrying-out of the regional functions;
(g) such other functions as may be delegated to the regional committee by the Health
Assembly, the Board or the Director-General.
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Article 51
Subject to the general authority of the Director-General of the Organization, the regional
office shall be the administrative organ of the regional committee. It shall, in addition,
carry out within the region the decisions of the Health Assembly and of the Board.

Article 52
The head of the regional office shall be the Regional Director appointed by the Board in
agreement with the regional committee.

Article 53
The staff of the regional office shall be appointed in a manner to be determined by
agreement between the Director-General and the Regional Director.

CHAPTER XIII – VOTING
Article 59

Each Member shall have one vote in the Health Assembly.

Article 60
(a) Decisions of the Health Assembly on important questions shall be made by a
two-thirds majority of the Members present and voting. These questions shall include: the
adoption of conventions or agreements; the approval of agreements bringing the
Organization into relation with the United Nations and inter-governmental organizations
and agencies in accordance with Articles 69, 70 and 72; amendments to this Constitution.
(b) Decisions on other questions, including the determination of additional categories of
questions to be decided by a two-thirds majority, shall be made by a majority of the
Members present and voting.
(c) Voting on analogous matters in the Board and in committees of the Organization shall
be made in accordance with paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Article.

CHAPTER XIV – REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES
Article 61

Each Member shall report annually to the Organization on the action taken and progress
achieved in improving the health of its people.

Article 62
Each Member shall report annually on the action taken with respect to recommendations
made to it by the Organization and with respect to conventions, agreements and
regulations.

Article 63
Each Member shall communicate promptly to the Organization important laws,
regulations, official reports and statistics pertaining to health which have been published
in the State concerned.
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Article 64
Each Member shall provide statistical and epidemiological reports in a manner to be
determined by the Health Assembly.

Article 65
Each Member shall transmit upon the request of the Board such additional information
pertaining to health as may be practicable.

CHAPTER XVI – RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Article 69

The Organization shall be brought into relation with the United Nations as one of the
specialized agencies referred to in Article 57 of the Charter of the United Nations. The
agreement or agreements bringing the Organization into relation with the United Nations
shall be subject to approval by a two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly.

Article 70
The Organization shall establish effective relations and co-operate closely with such other
inter-governmental organizations as may be desirable. Any formal agreement entered into
with such organizations shall be subject to approval by a two-thirds vote of the Health
Assembly.

Article 71
The Organization may, on matters within its competence, make suitable arrangements for
consultation and co-operation with non-governmental international organizations and, with
the consent of the Government concerned, with national organizations, governmental or
non-governmental.

Article 72
Subject to the approval by a two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly, the Organization may
take over from any other international organization or agency whose purpose and
activities lie within the field of competence of the Organization such functions, resources
and obligations as may be conferred upon the Organization by international agreement or
by mutually acceptable arrangements entered into between the competent authorities of
the respective organizations.
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CHAPTER XVIII – INTERPRETATION
…

Article 75
Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation or application of this Constitution
which is not settled by negotiation or by the Health Assembly shall be referred to the
International Court of Justice in conformity with the Statute of the Court, unless the parties
concerned agree on another mode of settlement.

Article 76
Upon authorization by the General Assembly of the United Nations or upon authorization
in accordance with any agreement between the Organization and the United Nations, the
Organization may request the International Court of Justice for an advisory opinion on any
legal question arising within the competence of the Organization.

Article 77
The Director-General may appear before the Court on behalf of the Organization in
connexion with any proceedings arising out of any such request for an advisory opinion.
He shall make arrangements for the presentation of the case before the Court, including
arrangements for the argument of different views on the question

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION (ILO)
Preamble

Whereas universal and lasting peace can be established only if it is based upon social
justice;
And whereas conditions of labour exist involving such injustice, hardship and privation to
large numbers of people as to produce unrest so great that the peace and harmony of the
world are imperilled; and an improvement of those conditions is urgently required; as, for
example, by the regulation of the hours of work, including the establishment of a
maximum working day and week, the regulation of the labour supply, the prevention of
unemployment, the provision of an adequate living wage, the protection of the worker
against sickness, disease and injury arising out of his employment, the protection of
children, young persons and women, provision for old age and injury, protection of the
interests of workers when employed in countries other than their own, recognition of the
principle of equal remuneration for work of equal value, recognition of the principle of
freedom of association, the organization of vocational and technical education and other
measures;
Whereas also the failure of any nation to adopt humane conditions of labour is an
obstacle in the way of other nations which desire to improve the conditions in their own
countries;
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The High Contracting Parties, moved by sentiments of justice and humanity as well as by
the desire to secure the permanent peace of the world, and with a view to attaining the
objectives set forth in this Preamble, agree to the following Constitution of the
International Labour Organization:

Article 1 Establishment, MemberShip, Withdrawal, Readmission
Establishment

1. A permanent organization is hereby established for the promotion of the objects set
forth in the Preamble to this Constitution and in the Declaration concerning the aims and
purposes of the International Labour Organization adopted at Philadelphia on 10 May
1944, the text of which is annexed to this Constitution.

Article 2 Organs
1. The permanent organization shall consist of:
(a) a General Conference of representatives of the Members;
(b) a Governing Body composed as described in article 7; and
(c) an International Labour Office controlled by the Governing Body.
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Article 3 Conference Meetings and delegates
1. The meetings of the General Conference of representatives of the Members shall be
held from time to time as occasion may require, and at least once in every year. It shall be
composed of four representatives of each of the Members, of whom two shall be
Government delegates and the two others shall be delegates representing respectively
the employers and the workpeople of each of the Members.

Advisers
2. Each delegate may be accompanied by advisers, who shall not exceed two in number
for each item on the agenda of the meeting. When questions specially affecting women
are to be considered by the Conference, one at least of the advisers should be a woman.

Advisers from non-metropolitan territories
3. Each Member which is responsible for the international relations of non-metropolitan
territories may appoint as additional advisers to each of its delegates:
(a) persons nominated by it as representatives of any such territory in regard to matters
within the self-governing powers of that territory; and
(b) persons nominated by it to advise its delegates in regard to matters concerning
non-self-governing territories.
4. In the case of a territory under the joint authority of two or more Members, persons may
be nominated to advise the delegates of such Members.

Nomination of non-governmental representatives
5. The Members undertake to nominate non-Government delegates and advisers chosen
in agreement with the industrial organizations, if such organizations exist, which are most
representative of employers or workpeople, as the case may be, in their respective
countries. 9

Status of advisers
6. Advisers shall not speak except on a request made by the delegate whom they
accompany and by the special authorization of the President of the Conference, and may
not vote.
7. A delegate may by notice in writing addressed to the President appoint one of his
advisers to act as his deputy, and the adviser, while so acting, shall be allowed to speak
and vote.
8. The names of the delegates and their advisers will be communicated to the
International Labour Office by the government of each of the Members.

Credentials
9. The credentials of delegates and their advisers shall be subject to scrutiny by the
Conference, which may, by two-thirds of the votes cast by the delegates present, refuse
to admit any delegate or adviser whom it deems not to have been nominated in
accordance with this article.
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Article 4 Voting rights
1. Every delegate shall be entitled to vote individually on all matters which are taken into
consideration by the Conference.
2. If one of the Members fails to nominate one of the non- Government delegates whom it
is entitled to nominate, the other non-Government delegate shall be allowed to sit and
speak at the Conference, but not to vote.
3. If in accordance with article 3 the Conference refuses admission to a delegate of one of
the Members, the provisions of the present article shall apply as if that delegate had not
been nominated.

Article 5 Place of meetings of the Conference
1. The meetings of the Conference shall, subject to any decisions which may have been
taken by the Conference itself at a previous meeting, be held at such place as may be
decided by the Governing Body.
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Article 7 Governing Body
Composition
1. The Governing Body shall consist of fifty-six person Twenty-eight representing
governments, Fourteen representing the employers, and Fourteen representing the
workers.

Government representatives
2. Of the twenty-eight persons representing governments, ten shall be appointed by the
Members of chief industrial importance, and eighteen shall be appointed by the Members
selected for that purpose by the Government delegates to the Conference, excluding the
delegates of the ten Members mentioned above.

States of chief industrial importance
3. The Governing Body shall as occasion requires determine which are the Members of
the Organization of chief industrial importance and shall make rules to ensure that all
questions relating to the selection of the Members of chief industrial importance are
considered by an impartial committee before being decided by the Governing Body. Any
appeal made by a Member from the declaration of the Governing Body as to which are
the Members of chief industrial importance shall be decided by the Conference, but an
appeal to the Conference shall not suspend the application of the declaration until such
time as the Conference decides the appeal.

Employers' and Workers' representatives
4. The persons representing the employers and the persons representing the workers
shall be elected respectively by the Employers' delegates and the Workers' delegates to
the Conference.

Term of office
5. The period of office of the Governing Body shall be three years. If for any reason the
Governing Body elections do not take place on the expiry of this period, the Governing
Body shall remain in office until such elections are held.

Vacancies, substitutes, etc.
6. The method of filling vacancies and of appointing substitutes and other similar
questions may be decided by the Governing Body subject to the approval of the
Conference.

Officers
7. The Governing Body shall, from time to time, elect from its number a chairman and two
vice-chairmen, of whom one shall be a person representing a government, one a person
representing the employers, and one a person representing the workers.

Procedure
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8. The Governing Body shall regulate its own procedure and shall fix its own times of
meeting. A special meeting shall be held if a written request to that effect is made by at
least sixteen of the representatives on the Governing Body.

Article 8 Director-General
1. There shall be a Director-General of the International Labour Office, who shall be
appointed by the Governing Body, and, subject to the instructions of the Governing Body,
shall be responsible for the efficient conduct of the International Labour Office and for
such other duties as may be assigned to him.
2. The Director-General or his deputy shall attend all meetings of the Governing Body.

Article 9 Staff Appointment
1. The staff of the International Labour Office shall be appointed by the Director-General
under regulations approved by the Governing Body.
2. So far as is possible with due regard to the efficiency of the work of the Office, the
Director-General shall select persons of different nationalities.
3. A certain number of these persons shall be women.

International character of responsibilities
4. The responsibilities of the Director-General and the staff shall be exclusively
international in character. In the performance of their duties, the Director-General and the
staff shall not seek or receive instructions from any government or from any other
authority external to the Organization. They shall refrain from any action which might
reflect on their position as international officials responsible only to the Organization.
5. Each Member of the Organization undertakes to respect the exclusively international
character of the responsibilities of the Director-General and the staff and not to seek to
influence them in the discharge of their responsibilities.
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Article 10 Functions of the Office
1. The functions of the International Labour Office shall include the collection and
distribution of information on all subjects relating to the international adjustment of
conditions of industrial life and labour, and particularly the examination of subjects which it
is proposed to bring before the Conference with a view to the conclusion of international
Conventions, and the conduct of such special investigations as may be ordered by the
Conference or by the Governing Body.

2. Subject to such directions as the Governing Body may give, the Office shall:
(a) prepare the documents on the various items of the agenda for the meetings of the
Conference;
(b) accord to governments at their request all appropriate assistance within its power in
connection with the framing of laws and regulations on the basis of the decisions of the
Conference and the improvement of administrative practices and systems of inspection;
(c) carry out the duties required of it by the provisions of this Constitution in connection
with the effective observance of Conventions;
(d) edit and issue, in such languages as the Governing Body may think desirable,
publications dealing with problems of industry and employment of international interest.
3. Generally, it shall have such other powers and duties as may be assigned to it by the
Conference or by the Governing Body.

Procedure
8. The Governing Body shall regulate its own procedure and shall fix its own times of
meeting. A special meeting shall be held if a written request to that effect is made by at
least sixteen of the representatives on the Governing Body.

Article 11 Relations with governments
1. The government departments of any of the Members which deal with questions of
industry and employment may communicate directly with the Director-General through the
representative of their government on the Governing Body of the International Labour
Office or, failing any such representative, through such other qualified official as the
government may nominate for the purpose.

Article 12 Relations with international organizations
1. The International Labour Organization shall cooperate within the terms of this
Constitution with any general international organization entrusted with the coordination of
the activities of public international organizations having specialized responsibilities and
with public international organizations having specialized responsibilities in related fields.
2. The International Labour Organization may make appropriate arrangements for the
representatives of public international organizations to participate without vote in its
deliberations.
3. The International Labour Organization may make suitable arrangements for such
consultation as it may think desirable with recognized non-governmental international
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organizations, including international organizations of employers, workers, agriculturists
and cooperators.

Article 14 Agenda for Conference, Preparation for Conference Agenda for
Conference

1. The agenda for all meetings of the Conference will be settled by the Governing Body,
which shall consider any suggestion as to the agenda that may be made by the
government of any of the Members or by any representative organization recognized for
the purpose of article 3, or by any public international organization. Preparation for
Conference
2. The Governing Body shall make rules to ensure thorough technical preparation and
adequate consultation of the Members primarily concerned, by means of a preparatory
conference or otherwise, prior to the adoption of a Convention or Recommendation by the
Conference.

Article 17 Officers of Conference, procedure and committees, Voting, Quorum
Officers of Conference, procedure and committees

1. The Conference shall elect a president and three vice-presidents. One of the
vice-presidents shall be a Government delegate, one an Employers' delegate and one a
Workers' delegate. The Conference shall regulate its own procedure and may appoint
committees to consider and report on any matter.

Voting
2. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Constitution or by the terms of any
Convention or other instrument conferring powers on the Conference or of the financial
and budgetary arrangements adopted in virtue of article 13, all matters shall be decided
by a simple majority of the votes cast by the delegates present.

Quorum
3. The voting is void unless the total number of votes cast is equal to half the number of
the delegates attending the Conference.

Article 18 Technical experts
1. The Conference may add to any committees which it appoints technical experts without
power to vote

Article 19 Conventions and Recommendations Decisions of the Conference
1. When the Conference has decided on the adoption of proposals with regard to an item
on the agenda, it will rest with the Conference to determine whether these proposals
should take the form:
(a) of an international Convention, or
(b) of a Recommendation to meet circumstances where the subject, or aspect of it, dealt
with is not considered suitable or appropriate at that time for a Convention. Vote required
2. In either case a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast by the delegates present shall
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be necessary on the final vote for the adoption of the Convention or Recommendation, as
the case may be, by the Conference.

Modifications for special local conditions
3. In framing any Convention or Recommendation of general application the Conference
shall have due regard to those countries in which climatic conditions, the imperfect
development of industrial organization, or other special circumstances make the industrial
conditions substantially different and shall suggest the modifications, if any, which it
considers may be required to meet the case of such countries.

Obligations of Members in respect of Recommendations.
6. In the case of a Recommendation:
(a) the Recommendation will be communicated to all Members for their consideration with
a view to effect being given to it by national legislation or otherwise;
(b) each of the Members undertakes that it will, within a period of one year at most from
the closing of the session of the Conference or if it is impossible owing to exceptional
circumstances to do so within the period of one year, then at the earliest practicable
moment and in no case later than 18 months after the closing of the Conference, bring
the Recommendation before the authority or authorities within whose competence the
matter lies for the enactment of legislation or other action;
(c) the Members shall inform the Director-General of the International Labour Office of the
measures taken in accordance with this article to bring the Recommendation before the
said competent authority or authorities with particulars of the authority or authorities
regarded as competent, and of the action taken by them;
(d) apart from bringing the Recommendation before the said competent authority or
authorities, no further obligation shall rest upon the Members, except that they shall report
to the Director-General of the International Labour Office, at appropriate intervals as
requested by the Governing Body, the position of the law and practice in their country in
regard to the matters dealt with in the Recommendation, showing the extent to which
effect has been given, or is proposed to be given, to the provisions of the
Recommendation and such modifications of these provisions as it has been found or may
be found necessary to make in adopting or applying them.

Article 22 Annual reports on ratified Conventions
1. Each of the Members agrees to make an annual report to the International Labour
Office on the measures which it has taken to give effect to the provisions of Conventions
to which it is a party. These reports shall be made in such form and shall contain such
particulars as the Governing Body may request.

Article 23 Examination and communication of reports
1. The Director-General shall lay before the next meeting of the Conference a summary of
the information and reports communicated to him by Members in pursuance of articles 19
and 22.
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2. Each Member shall communicate to the representative organizations recognized for
the purpose of article 3 copies of the information and reports communicated to the
Director-General in pursuance of articles 19 and 22.

Article 24 Representations of non-observance of Conventions
1. In the event of any representation being made to the International Labour Office by an
industrial association of employers or of workers that any of the Members has failed to
secure in any respect the effective observance within its jurisdiction of any Convention to
which it is a party, the Governing Body may communicate this representation to the
government against which it is made, and may invite that government to make such
statement on the subject as it may think fit.

Article 25 Publication of representation
1. If no statement is received within a reasonable time from the government in question,
or if the statement when received is not deemed to be satisfactory by the Governing
Body, the latter shall have the right to publish the representation and the statement, if any,
made in reply to it.

Article 26 Complaints of non-observance
1. Any of the Members shall have the right to file a complaint with the International Labour
Office if it is not satisfied that any other Member is securing the effective observance of
any Convention which both have ratified in accordance with the foregoing articles.
2. The Governing Body may, if it thinks fit, before referring such a complaint to a
Commission of Inquiry, as hereinafter provided for, communicate with the government in
question in the manner described in article 24.
3. If the Governing Body does not think it necessary to communicate the complaint to the
government in question, or if, when it has made such communication, no statement in
reply has been received within a reasonable time which the Governing Body considers to
be satisfactory, the Governing Body may appoint a Commission of Inquiry to consider the
complaint and to report thereon.
4. The Governing Body may adopt the same procedure either of its own motion or on
receipt of a complaint from a delegate to the Conference.
5. When any matter arising out of article 25 or 26 is being considered by the Governing
Body, the government in question shall, if not already represented thereon, be entitled to
send a representative to take part in the proceedings of the Governing Body while the
matter is under consideration. Adequate notice of the date on which the matter will be
considered shall be given to the government in question.

Article 29 Action on report of Commission of Inquiry
1. The Director-General of the International Labour Office shall communicate the report of
the Commission of Inquiry to the Governing Body and to each of the governments
concerned in the complaint, and shall cause it to be published.
2. Each of these governments shall within three months inform the Director-General of the
International Labour Office whether or not it accepts the recommendations contained in
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the report of the Commission; and if not, whether it proposes to refer the complaint to the
International Court of Justice.

Article 30 Failure to submit Conventions or Recommendations to competent
authorities

1. In the event of any Member failing to take the action required by paragraphs 5 (b), 6 (b)
or 7 (b) (i) of article 19 with regard to a Convention or Recommendation, any other
Member shall be entitled to refer the matter to the Governing Body. In the event of the
Governing Body finding that there has been such a failure, it shall report the matter to the
Conference.

Article 31 Decisions of International Court of Justice
1. The decision of the International Court of Justice in regard to a complaint or matter
which has been referred to it in pursuance of article 29 shall be final.

Article 32 Decisions of International Court of Justice
1. The International Court of Justice may affirm, vary or reverse any of the findings or
recommendations of the Commission of Inquiry, if any.

Article 37 Interpretation of Constitution and Conventions
1. Any question or dispute relating to the interpretation of this Constitution or of any
subsequent Convention concluded by the Members in pursuance of the provisions of this
Constitution shall be referred for decision to the International Court of Justice.
2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article the Governing Body may
make and submit to the Conference for approval rules providing for the appointment of a
tribunal for the expeditious determination of any dispute or question relating to the
interpretation of a Convention which may be referred thereto by the Governing Body or in
accordance with the terms of the Convention. Any applicable judgement or advisory
opinion of the International Court of Justice shall be binding upon any tribunal established
in virtue of this paragraph. Any award made by such a tribunal shall be circulated to the
Members of the Organization and any observations which they may make thereon shall
be brought before the Conference.

Article 38 Regional Conferences
1. The International Labour Organization may convene such regional conferences and
establish such regional agencies as may be desirable to promote the aims and purposes
of the Organization.
2. The powers, functions and procedure of regional conferences shall be governed by
rules drawn up by the Governing Body and submitted to the General Conference for
confirmation.
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UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR DISARMAMENT AFFAIRS
(UNODA)
UN CHARTER

Chapter I: Purposes and Principles
Article 1

The Purposes of the United Nations are:
1. To maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take effective

collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and
for the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to
bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with the principles of justice and
international law, adjustment or settlement of international disputes or situations
which might lead to a breach of the peace;

2. To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of
equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate
measures to strengthen universal peace;

3. To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an
economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting and
encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion; and

4. To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the attainment of these
common ends.
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Article 2
The Organization and its Members, in pursuit of the Purposes stated in Article 1, shall act
in accordance with the following Principles.

1. The Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all its
Members.

2. All Members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights and benefits resulting from
membership, shall fulfill in good faith the obligations assumed by them in
accordance with the present Charter.

3. All Members shall settle their international disputes by peaceful means in such a
manner that international peace and security, and justice, are not endangered.

4. All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of
force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in
any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.

5. All Members shall give the United Nations every assistance in any action it takes
in accordance with the present Charter, and shall refrain from giving assistance to
any state against which the United Nations is taking preventive or enforcement
action.

6. The Organization shall ensure that states which are not Members of the United
Nations act in accordance with these Principles so far as may be necessary for
the maintenance of international peace and security.

7. Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize the United Nations to
intervene in matters which are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any
state or shall require the Members to submit such matters to settlement under the
present Charter; but this principle shall not prejudice the application of
enforcement measures under Chapter Vll.

Article 26
In order to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and
security with the least diversion for armaments of the world's human and economic
resources, the Security Council shall be responsible for formulating, with the assistance
of the Military Staff Committee referred to in Article 47, plans to be submitted to the
Members of the United Nations for the establishment of a system for the regulation of
armaments.

Article 42
Should the Security Council consider that measures provided for in Article 41 would be
inadequate or have proved to be inadequate, it may take such action by air, sea, or land
forces as may be necessary to maintain or restore international peace and security. Such
action may include demonstrations, blockade, and other operations by air, sea, or land
forces of Members of the United Nations.
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Article 43
1. All Members of the United Nations, in order to contribute to the maintenance of

international peace and security, undertake to make available to the Security
Council, on its call and in accordance with a special agreement or agreements,
armed forces, assistance, and facilities, including rights of passage, necessary for
the purpose of maintaining international peace and security.

2. Such agreement or agreements shall govern the numbers and types of forces,
their degree of readiness and general location, and the nature of the facilities and
assistance to be provided.

3. The agreement or agreements shall be negotiated as soon as possible on the
initiative of the Security Council. They shall be concluded between the Security
Council and Members or between the Security Council and groups of Members
and shall be subject to ratification by the signatory states in accordance with their
respective constitutional processes.

Article 44
When the Security Council has decided to use force it shall, before calling upon a Member
not represented on it to provide armed forces in fulfilment of the obligations assumed
under Article 43, invite that Member, if the Member so desires, to participate in the
decisions of the Security Council concerning the employment of contingents of that
Member's armed forces.

Article 45
In order to enable the United Nations to take urgent military measures, Members shall
hold immediately available national air-force contingents for combined international
enforcement action. The strength and degree of readiness of these contingents and plans
for their combined action shall be determined within the limits laid down in the special
agreement or agreements referred to in Article 43, by the Security Council with the
assistance of the Military Staff Committee.

Article 46
Plans for the application of armed force shall be made by the Security Council with the
assistance of the Military Staff Committee.
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Article 47
1. There shall be established a Military Staff Committee to advise and assist the

Security Council on all questions relating to the Security Council's military
requirements for the maintenance of international peace and security, the
employment and command of forces placed at its disposal, the regulation of
armaments, and possible disarmament.

2. The Military Staff Committee shall consist of the Chiefs of Staff of the permanent
members of the Security Council or their representatives. Any Member of the
United Nations not permanently represented on the Committee shall be invited by
the Committee to be associated with it when the efficient discharge of the
Committee's responsibilities requires the participation of that Member in its work.

3. The Military Staff Committee shall be responsible under the Security Council for
the strategic direction of any armed forces placed at the disposal of the Security
Council. Questions relating to the command of such forces shall be worked out
subsequently.

4. The Military Staff Committee, with the authorization of the Security Council and
after consultation with appropriate regional agencies, may establish regional
sub-committees.

Article 48
1. The action required to carry out the decisions of the Security Council for the

maintenance of international peace and security shall be taken by all the Members
of the United Nations or by some of them, as the Security Council may determine.

2. Such decisions shall be carried out by the Members of the United Nations directly
and through their action in the appropriate international agencies of which they are
members.

Article 51
Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or collective
self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the
Security Council has taken measures necessary to maintain international peace and
security. Measures taken by Members in the exercise of this right of self-defence shall be
immediately reported to the Security Council and shall not in any way affect the authority
and responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter to take at any time
such action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore international peace and
security.
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Chapter XIV: The International Court of Justice
Article 92

The International Court of Justice shall be the principal judicial organ of the United
Nations. It shall function in accordance with the annexed Statute, which is based upon the
Statute of the Permanent Court of International Justice and forms an integral part of the
present Charter.

Article 93
1. All Members of the United Nations are ipso facto parties to the Statute of the
International Court of Justice.
2. A state which is not a Member of the United Nations may become a party to the Statute
of the International Court of Justice on conditions to be determined in each case by the
General Assembly upon the recommendation of the Security Council.

Article 94
1. Each Member of the United Nations undertakes to comply with the decision of the
International Court of Justice in any case to which it is a party.
2. If any party to a case fails to perform the obligations incumbent upon it under a
judgment rendered by the Court, the other party may have recourse to the Security
Council, which may, if it deems necessary, make recommendations or decide upon
measures to be taken to give effect to the judgment.

Article 95
Nothing in the present Charter shall prevent Members of the United Nations from
entrusting the solution of their differences to other tribunals by virtue of agreements
already in existence or which may be concluded in the future.

Article 96
1. The General Assembly or the Security Council may request the International Court of
Justice to give an advisory opinion on any legal question.
2. Other organs of the United Nations and specialized agencies, which may at any time
be so authorized by the General Assembly, may also request advisory opinions of the
Court on legal questions arising within the scope of their activities.

Chapter XVII: Transitional Security Arrangements
Article 106

Pending the coming into force of such special agreements referred to in Article 43 as in
the opinion of the Security Council enable it to begin the exercise of its responsibilities
under Article 42, the parties to the Four-Nation Declaration, signed at Moscow, 30 October
1943, and France, shall, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 5 of that
Declaration, consult with one another and as occasion requires with other Members of the
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United Nations with a view to such joint action on behalf of the Organization as may be
necessary for the purpose of maintaining international peace and security.

Article 107
Nothing in the present Charter shall invalidate or preclude action, in relation to any state
which during the Second World War has been an enemy of any signatory to the present
Charter, taken or authorized as a result of that war by the Governments having
responsibility for such action.

CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES (COP)
UN FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

ARTICLE 3 PRINCIPLES
In their actions to achieve the objective of the Convention and to implement its provisions,
the Parties shall be guided, inter alia, by the following:
1. The Parties should protect the climate system for the benefit of present and future
generations of humankind, on the basis of equity and in accordance with their common
but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. Accordingly, the developed
country Parties should take the lead in combating climate change and the adverse effects
thereof.
2. The specific needs and special circumstances of developing country Parties, especially
those that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, and of
those Parties, especially developing country Parties, that would have to bear a
disproportionate or abnormal burden under the Convention, should be given full
consideration.
3. The Parties should take precautionary measures to anticipate, prevent or minimize the
causes of climate change and mitigate its adverse effects. Where there are threats of
serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a
reason for postponing such measures, taking into account that policies and measures to
deal with climate change should be cost-effective so as to ensure global benefits at the
lowest possible cost. To achieve this, such policies and measures should take into
account different socio-economic contexts, be comprehensive, cover all relevant sources,
sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases and adaptation, and comprise all economic
sectors. Efforts to address climate change may be carried out cooperatively by interested
Parties. 10
4. The Parties have a right to, and should, promote sustainable development. Policies
and measures to protect the climate system against human-induced change should be
appropriate for the specific conditions of each Party and should be integrated with
national development programmes, taking into account that economic development is
essential for adopting measures to address climate change.
5. The Parties should cooperate to promote a supportive and open international economic
system that would lead to sustainable economic growth and development in all Parties,
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particularly developing country Parties, thus enabling them better to address the problems
of climate change. Measures taken to combat climate change, including unilateral ones,
should not constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised
restriction on international trade.

ARTICLE 4 COMMITMENTS
1. All Parties, taking into account their common but differentiated responsibilities and their
specific national and regional development priorities, objectives and circumstances, shall:
(a) Develop, periodically update, publish and make available to the Conference of the
Parties, in accordance with Article 12, national inventories of anthropogenic emissions by
sources and removals by sinks of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal
Protocol, using comparable methodologies to be agreed upon by the Conference of the
Parties;
(b) Formulate, implement, publish and regularly update national and, where appropriate,
regional programmes containing measures to mitigate climate change by addressing
anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by sinks of all greenhouse gases not
controlled by the Montreal Protocol, and measures to facilitate adequate adaptation to
climate change;
(c) Promote and cooperate in the development, application and diffusion, including
transfer, of technologies, practices and processes that control, reduce or prevent
anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol in
all relevant sectors, including the energy, transport, industry, agriculture, forestry and
waste management sectors;
(d) Promote sustainable management, and promote and cooperate in the conservation
and enhancement, as appropriate, of sinks and reservoirs of all 11 greenhouse gases not
controlled by the Montreal Protocol, including biomass, forests and oceans as well as
other terrestrial, coastal and marine ecosystems;
(e) Cooperate in preparing for adaptation to the impacts of climate change; develop and
elaborate appropriate and integrated plans for coastal zone management, water
resources and agriculture, and for the protection and rehabilitation of areas, particularly in
Africa, affected by drought and desertification, as well as floods;
(f) Take climate change considerations into account, to the extent feasible, in their
relevant social, economic and environmental policies and actions, and employ
appropriate methods, for example impact assessments, formulated and determined
nationally, with a view to minimizing adverse effects on the economy, on public health and
on the quality of the environment, of projects or measures undertaken by them to mitigate
or adapt to climate change;
(g) Promote and cooperate in scientific, technological, technical, socio-economic and
other research, systematic observation and development of data archives related to the
climate system and intended to further the understanding and to reduce or eliminate the
remaining uncertainties regarding the causes, effects, magnitude and timing of climate
change and the economic and social consequences of various response strategies;
(h) Promote and cooperate in the full, open and prompt exchange of relevant scientific,
technological, technical, socio-economic and legal information related to the climate
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system and climate change, and to the economic and social consequences of various
response strategies;
(i) Promote and cooperate in education, training and public awareness related to climate
change and encourage the widest participation in this process, including that of
non-governmental organizations; and
(j) Communicate to the Conference of the Parties information related to implementation,
in accordance with Article 12.

2. The developed country Parties and other Parties included in Annex I commit
themselves specifically as provided for in the following: 12
(a) Each of these Parties shall adopt national1 policies and take corresponding measures
on the mitigation of climate change, by limiting its anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse
gases and protecting and enhancing its greenhouse gas sinks and reservoirs. These
policies and measures will demonstrate that developed countries are taking the lead in
modifying longer-term trends in anthropogenic emissions consistent with the objective of
the Convention, recognizing that the return by the end of the present decade to earlier
levels of anthropogenic emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases not
controlled by the Montreal Protocol would contribute to such modification, and taking into
account the differences in these Parties' starting points and approaches, economic
structures and resource bases, the need to maintain strong and sustainable economic
growth, available technologies and other individual circumstances, as well as the need for
equitable and appropriate contributions by each of these Parties to the global effort
regarding that objective. These Parties may implement such policies and measures jointly
with other Parties and may assist other Parties in contributing to the achievement of the
objective of the Convention and, in particular, that of this subparagraph;
(b) In order to promote progress to this end, each of these Parties shall communicate,
within six months of the entry into force of the Convention for it and periodically thereafter,
and in accordance with Article 12, detailed information on its policies and measures
referred to in subparagraph (a) above, as well as on its resulting projected anthropogenic
emissions by sources and removals by sinks of greenhouse gases not controlled by the
Montreal Protocol for the period referred to in subparagraph (a), with the aim of returning
individually or jointly to their 1990 levels these anthropogenic emissions of carbon dioxide
and other greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol. This information will
be reviewed by the Conference of the Parties, at its first session and periodically
thereafter, in accordance with Article 7;
(c) Calculations of emissions by sources and removals by sinks of greenhouse gases for
the purposes of subparagraph (b) above should take into account the best available
scientific knowledge, including of the effective capacity of sinks and the respective
contributions of such gases to climate change. The Conference of the Parties shall
consider and agree 1 This includes policies and measures adopted by regional economic
integration organizations. 13 on methodologies for these calculations at its first session
and review them regularly thereafter;
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(d) The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first session, review the adequacy of
subparagraphs (a) and (b) above. Such review shall be carried out in the light of the best
available scientific information and assessment on climate change and its impacts, as
well as relevant technical, social and economic information. Based on this review, the
Conference of the Parties shall take appropriate action, which may include the adoption of
amendments to the commitments in subparagraphs (a) and (b) above. The Conference of
the Parties, at its first session, shall also take decisions regarding criteria for joint
implementation as indicated in subparagraph (a) above. A second review of
subparagraphs (a) and (b) shall take place not later than 31 December 1998, and
thereafter at regular intervals determined by the Conference of the Parties, until the
objective of the Convention is met;
(e) Each of these Parties shall :
(i) Coordinate as appropriate with other such Parties, relevant economic and
administrative instruments developed to achieve the objective of the Convention; and
(ii) Identify and periodically review its own policies and practices which encourage
activities that lead to greater levels of anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases not
controlled by the Montreal Protocol than would otherwise occur;
(f) The Conference of the Parties shall review, not later than 31 December 1998, available
information with a view to taking decisions regarding such amendments to the lists in
Annexes I and II as may be appropriate, with the approval of the Party concerned;
(g) Any Party not included in Annex I may, in its instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession, or at any time thereafter, notify the Depositary that it intends to be
bound by subparagraphs (a) and (b) above. The Depositary shall inform the other
signatories and Parties of any such notification.

3. The developed country Parties and other developed Parties included in Annex II shall
provide new and additional financial resources to meet the agreed full costs incurred by
14 developing country Parties in complying with their obligations under Article 12,
paragraph 1. They shall also provide such financial resources, including for the transfer of
technology, needed by the developing country Parties to meet the agreed full incremental
costs of implementing measures that are covered by paragraph 1 of this Article and that
are agreed between a developing country Party and the international entity or entities
referred to in Article 11, in accordance with that Article. The implementation of these
commitments shall take into account the need for adequacy and predictability in the flow
of funds and the importance of appropriate burden sharing among the developed country
Parties.

4. The developed country Parties and other developed Parties included in Annex II shall
also assist the developing country Parties that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse
effects of climate change in meeting costs of adaptation to those adverse effects.

5. The developed country Parties and other developed Parties included in Annex II shall
take all practicable steps to promote, facilitate and finance, as appropriate, the transfer of,
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or access to, environmentally sound technologies and knowhow to other Parties,
particularly developing country Parties, to enable them to implement the provisions of the
Convention. In this process, the developed country Parties shall support the development
and enhancement of endogenous capacities and technologies of developing country
Parties. Other Parties and organizations in a position to do so may also assist in
facilitating the transfer of such technologies.

6. In the implementation of their commitments under paragraph 2 above, a certain degree
of flexibility shall be allowed by the Conference of the Parties to the Parties included in
Annex I undergoing the process of transition to a market economy, in order to enhance
the ability of these Parties to address climate change, including with regard to the
historical level of anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases not controlled by the
Montreal Protocol chosen as a reference.

7. The extent to which developing country Parties will effectively implement their
commitments under the Convention will depend on the effective implementation by
developed country Parties of their commitments under the Convention related to financial
resources and transfer of technology and will take fully into account that economic and
social development and poverty eradication are the first and overriding priorities of the
developing country Parties.

8. In the implementation of the commitments in this Article, the Parties shall give full
consideration to what actions are necessary under the Convention, including actions
related to funding, insurance and the transfer of technology, to meet the 15 specific needs
and concerns of developing country Parties arising from the adverse effects of climate
change and/or the impact of the implementation of response measures, especially on:
(a) Small island countries;
(b) Countries with low-lying coastal areas;
(c) Countries with arid and semi-arid areas, forested areas and areas liable to forest
decay;
(d) Countries with areas prone to natural disasters;
(e) Countries with areas liable to drought and desertification;
(f) Countries with areas of high urban atmospheric pollution;
(g) Countries with areas with fragile ecosystems, including mountainous ecosystems;
(h) Countries whose economies are highly dependent on income generated from the
production, processing and export, and/or on consumption of fossil fuels and associated
energy-intensive products; and
(i) Land-locked and transit countries. Further, the Conference of the Parties may take
actions, as appropriate, with respect to this paragraph.
9. The Parties shall take full account of the specific needs and special situations of the
least developed countries in their actions with regard to funding and transfer of
technology.
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10. The Parties shall, in accordance with Article 10, take into consideration in the
implementation of the commitments of the Convention the situation of Parties, particularly
developing country Parties, with economies that are vulnerable to the adverse effects of
the implementation of measures to respond to climate change. This applies notably to
Parties with economies that are highly dependent on income generated from the
production, processing and export, and/or consumption of fossil fuels and associated
energy-intensive products and/or the use of fossil fuels for which such Parties have
serious difficulties in switching to alternatives.

ARTICLE 5 RESEARCH AND SYSTEMATIC OBSERVATION 16
In carrying out their commitments under Article 4, paragraph 1(g), the Parties shall:
(a) Support and further develop, as appropriate, international and intergovernmental
programmes and networks or organizations aimed at defining, conducting, assessing and
financing research, data collection and systematic observation, taking into account the
need to minimize duplication of effort;
(b) Support international and intergovernmental efforts to strengthen systematic
observation and national scientific and technical research capacities and capabilities,
particularly in developing countries, and to promote access to, and the exchange of, data
and analyses thereof obtained from areas beyond national jurisdiction; and
(c) Take into account the particular concerns and needs of developing countries and
cooperate in improving their endogenous capacities and capabilities to participate in the
efforts referred to in subparagraphs (a) and (b) above.

ARTICLE 6 EDUCATION, TRAINING AND PUBLIC AWARENESS
In carrying out their commitments under Article 4, paragraph 1(i), the Parties shall:
(a) Promote and facilitate at the national and, as appropriate, subregional and regional
levels, and in accordance with national laws and regulations, and within their respective
capacities:
(i) The development and implementation of educational and public awareness
programmes on climate change and its effects;
(ii) Public access to information on climate change and its effects;
(iii) Public participation in addressing climate change and its effects and developing
adequate responses; and
(iv) Training of scientific, technical and managerial personnel.
(b) Cooperate in and promote, at the international level, and, where appropriate, using
existing bodies:
(i) The development and exchange of educational and public awareness material on
climate change and its effects; and
(ii) The development and implementation of education and training programmes, including
the strengthening of national institutions and the exchange or secondment of personnel to
train experts in this field, in particular for developing countries.
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ARTICLE 7 CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES
1. A Conference of the Parties is hereby established.
2. The Conference of the Parties, as the supreme body of this Convention, shall keep
under regular review the implementation of the Convention and any related legal
instruments that the Conference of the Parties may adopt, and shall make, within its
mandate, the decisions necessary to promote the effective implementation of the
Convention. To this end, it shall: 18
(a) Periodically examine the obligations of the Parties and the institutional arrangements
under the Convention, in the light of the objective of the Convention, the experience
gained in its implementation and the evolution of scientific and technological knowledge;
(b) Promote and facilitate the exchange of information on measures adopted by the
Parties to address climate change and its effects, taking into account the differing
circumstances, responsibilities and capabilities of the Parties and their respective
commitments under the Convention;
(c) Facilitate, at the request of two or more Parties, the coordination of measures adopted
by them to address climate change and its effects, taking into account the differing
circumstances, responsibilities and capabilities of the Parties and their respective
commitments under the Convention;
(d) Promote and guide, in accordance with the objective and provisions of the
Convention, the development and periodic refinement of comparable methodologies, to
be agreed on by the Conference of the Parties, inter alia, for preparing inventories of
greenhouse gas emissions by sources and removals by sinks, and for evaluating the
effectiveness of measures to limit the emissions and enhance the removals of these
gases;
(e) Assess, on the basis of all information made available to it in accordance with the
provisions of the Convention, the implementation of the Convention by the Parties, the
overall effects of the measures taken pursuant to the Convention, in particular
environmental, economic and social effects as well as their cumulative impacts and the
extent to which progress towards the objective of the Convention is being achieved;
(f) Consider and adopt regular reports on the implementation of the Convention and
ensure their publication;
(g) Make recommendations on any matters necessary for the implementation of the
Convention;
(h) Seek to mobilize financial resources in accordance with Article 4, paragraphs 3, 4 and
5, and Article 11;
(i) Establish such subsidiary bodies as are deemed necessary for the implementation of
the Convention; 19
(j) Review reports submitted by its subsidiary bodies and provide guidance to them;
(k) Agree upon and adopt, by consensus, rules of procedure and financial rules for itself
and for any subsidiary bodies;
(l) Seek and utilize, where appropriate, the services and cooperation of, and information
provided by, competent international organizations and intergovernmental and
non-governmental bodies; and
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(m) Exercise such other functions as are required for the achievement of the objective of
the Convention as well as all other functions assigned to it under the Convention.
3. The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first session, adopt its own rules of
procedure as well as those of the subsidiary bodies established by the Convention, which
shall include decision-making procedures for matters not already covered by
decision-making procedures stipulated in the Convention. Such procedures may include
specified majorities required for the adoption of particular decisions.
4. The first session of the Conference of the Parties shall be convened by the interim
secretariat referred to in Article 21 and shall take place not later than one year after the
date of entry into force of the Convention. Thereafter, ordinary sessions of the Conference
of the Parties shall be held every year unless otherwise decided by the Conference of the
Parties.
5. Extraordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties shall be held at such other
times as may be deemed necessary by the Conference, or at the written request of any
Party, provided that, within six months of the request being communicated to the Parties
by the secretariat, it is supported by at least one third of the Parties.
6. The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy
Agency, as well as any State member thereof or observers thereto not Party to the
Convention, may be represented at sessions of the Conference of the Parties as
observers. Any body or agency, whether national or international, governmental or
non-governmental, which is qualified in matters covered by the Convention, and which
has informed the secretariat of its wish to be represented at a session of the Conference
of the Parties as an observer, may be so admitted unless at least one third of the Parties
present object. The admission and participation of observers shall be subject to the rules
of procedure adopted by the Conference of the Parties.

ARTICLE 9 SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE
1. A subsidiary body for scientific and technological advice is hereby established to
provide the Conference of the Parties and, as appropriate, its other subsidiary bodies with
timely information and advice on scientific and technological matters relating to the
Convention. This body shall be open to participation by all Parties and shall be
multidisciplinary. It shall comprise government representatives competent in the relevant
field of expertise. It shall report regularly to the Conference of the Parties on all aspects of
its work. 21
2. Under the guidance of the Conference of the Parties, and drawing upon existing
competent international bodies, this body shall:
(a) Provide assessments of the state of scientific knowledge relating to climate change
and its effects;
(b) Prepare scientific assessments on the effects of measures taken in the
implementation of the Convention;
(c) Identify innovative, efficient and state-of-the-art technologies and know-how and
advise on the ways and means of promoting development and/or transferring such
technologies;
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(d) Provide advice on scientific programmes, international cooperation in research and
development related to climate change, as well as on ways and means of supporting
endogenous capacitybuilding in developing countries; and
(e) Respond to scientific, technological and methodological questions that the Conference
of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies may put to the body.
3. The functions and terms of reference of this body may be further elaborated by the
Conference of the Parties.

ARTICLE 10 SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR IMPLEMENTATION
1. A subsidiary body for implementation is hereby established to assist the Conference of
the Parties in the assessment and review of the effective implementation of the
Convention. This body shall be open to participation by all Parties and comprise
government representatives who are experts on matters related to climate change. It shall
report regularly to the Conference of the Parties on all aspects of its work.
2. Under the guidance of the Conference of the Parties, this body shall:
(a) Consider the information communicated in accordance with Article 12, paragraph 1, to
assess the overall aggregated effect of the steps taken by the Parties in the light of the
latest scientific assessments concerning climate change;
(b) Consider the information communicated in accordance with Article 12, paragraph 2, in
order to assist the 22 Conference of the Parties in carrying out the reviews required by
Article 4, paragraph 2(d); and
(c) Assist the Conference of the Parties, as appropriate, in the preparation and
implementation of its decisions.

ARTICLE 13 RESOLUTION OF QUESTIONS REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION
The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first session, consider the establishment of a
multilateral consultative process, available to Parties on their request, for the resolution of
questions regarding the implementation of the Convention.

ARTICLE 14 SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES
1. In the event of a dispute between any two or more Parties concerning the interpretation
or application of the Convention, the Parties concerned shall seek a settlement of the
dispute through negotiation or any other peaceful means of their own choice.
2. When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention, or at any time
thereafter, a Party which is not a regional economic integration organization may declare
in a written instrument submitted to the Depositary that, in respect of any dispute
concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention, it recognizes as
compulsory ipso facto and without special agreement, in relation to any Party accepting
the same obligation:
(a) Submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice, and/or
(b) Arbitration in accordance with procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the
Parties as soon as practicable, in an annex on arbitration. A Party which is a regional
economic integration organization may make a declaration with like effect in relation to
arbitration in accordance with the procedures referred to in subparagraph (b) above.
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3. A declaration made under paragraph 2 above shall remain in force until it expires in
accordance with its terms or until three months after written notice of its revocation has
been deposited with the Depositary.

4. A new declaration, a notice of revocation or the expiry of a declaration shall not in any
way affect proceedings pending before the International Court of Justice or the arbitral
tribunal, unless the parties to the dispute otherwise agree. 26

5. Subject to the operation of paragraph 2 above, if after twelve months following
notification by one Party to another that a dispute exists between them, the Parties
concerned have not been able to settle their dispute through the means mentioned in
paragraph 1 above, the dispute shall be submitted, at the request of any of the parties to
the dispute, to conciliation.
6. A conciliation commission shall be created upon the request of one of the parties to the
dispute. The commission shall be composed of an equal number of members appointed
by each party concerned and a chairman chosen jointly by the members appointed by
each party. The commission shall render a recommendatory award, which the parties
shall consider in good faith.
7. Additional procedures relating to conciliation shall be adopted by the Conference of the
Parties, as soon as practicable, in an annex on conciliation.
8. The provisions of this Article shall apply to any related legal instrument which the
Conference of the Parties may adopt, unless the instrument provides otherwise.

ARTICLE 17 PROTOCOLS 28
1. The Conference of the Parties may, at any ordinary session, adopt protocols to the
Convention.
2. The text of any proposed protocol shall be communicated to the Parties by the
secretariat at least six months before such a session.
3. The requirements for the entry into force of any protocol shall be established by that
instrument.
4. Only Parties to the Convention may be Parties to a protocol.
5. Decisions under any protocol shall be taken only by the Parties to the protocol
concerned.

ARTICLE 18 RIGHT TO VOTE
1. Each Party to the Convention shall have one vote, except as provided for in paragraph
2 below.
2. Regional economic integration organizations, in matters within their competence, shall
exercise their right to vote with a number of votes equal to the number of their member
States that are Parties to the Convention. Such an organization shall not exercise its right
to vote if any of its member States exercises its right, and vice versa.
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PARIS AGREEMENT

Article 2
1. This Agreement, in enhancing the implementation of the Convention, including its
objective, aims to strengthen the global response to the threat of climate change, in the
context of sustainable development and efforts to eradicate poverty, including by:
(a) Holding the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2°C above
pre-industrial levels and pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels, recognizing that this would significantly reduce the risks and impacts
of climate change;
(b) Increasing the ability to adapt to the adverse impacts of climate change and foster
climate resilience and low greenhouse gas emissions development, in a manner that
does not threaten food production; and
(c) Making finance flows consistent with a pathway towards low greenhouse gas
emissions and climate-resilient development.
2. This Agreement will be implemented to reflect equity and the principle of common but
differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities, in the light of different national
circumstances.

Article 3
As nationally determined contributions to the global response to climate change, all
Parties are to undertake and communicate ambitious efforts as defined in Articles 4, 7, 9,
10, 11 and 13 with the view to achieving the purpose of this Agreement as set out in
Article 2. The efforts of all Parties will represent a progression over time, while
recognizing the need to support developing country Parties for the effective
implementation of this Agreement.

Article 5
1. Parties should take action to conserve and enhance, as appropriate, sinks and
reservoirs of greenhouse gases as referred to in Article 4, paragraph 1 (d), of the
Convention, including forests.
2. Parties are encouraged to take action to implement and support, including through
results-based payments, the existing framework as set out in related guidance and
decisions already agreed under the Convention for: policy approaches and positive
incentives for activities relating to reducing emissions from deforestation and forest
degradation, and the role of conservation, sustainable management of forests and
enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries; and alternative policy
approaches, such as joint mitigation and adaptation approaches for the integral and
sustainable management of forests, while reaffirming the importance of incentivizing, as
appropriate, non-carbon benefits associated with such approaches.

Article 6
1. Parties recognize that some Parties choose to pursue voluntary cooperation in the
implementation of their nationally determined contributions to allow for higher ambition in
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their mitigation and adaptation actions and to promote sustainable development and
environmental integrity.
…
4. A mechanism to contribute to the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions and support
sustainable development is hereby established under the authority and guidance of the
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement for use
by Parties on a voluntary basis. It shall be supervised by a body designated by the
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement, and
shall aim:
(a) To promote the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions while fostering sustainable
development;
(b) To incentivize and facilitate participation in the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions
by public and private entities authorized by a Party;
(c) To contribute to the reduction of emission levels in the host Party, which will benefit
from mitigation activities resulting in emission reductions that can also be used by another
Party to fulfil its nationally determined contribution; and
(d) To deliver an overall mitigation in global emissions.
…
8. Parties recognize the importance of integrated, holistic and balanced non-market
approaches being available to Parties to assist in the implementation of their nationally
determined contributions, in the context of sustainable development and poverty
eradication, in a coordinated and effective manner, including through, inter alia, mitigation,
adaptation, finance, technology transfer and capacitybuilding, as appropriate. These
approaches shall aim to:
(a) Promote mitigation and adaptation ambition;
(b) Enhance public and private sector participation in the implementation of nationally
determined contributions; and
(c) Enable opportunities for coordination across instruments and relevant institutional
arrangements.

Article 7
1. Parties hereby establish the global goal on adaptation of enhancing adaptive capacity,
strengthening resilience and reducing vulnerability to climate change, with a view to
contributing to sustainable development and ensuring an adequate adaptation response
in the context of the temperature goal referred to in Article 2.
…
5. Parties acknowledge that adaptation action should follow a country-driven,
gender-responsive, participatory and fully transparent approach, taking into consideration
vulnerable groups, communities and ecosystems, and should be based on and guided by
the best available science and, as appropriate, traditional knowledge, knowledge of
indigenous peoples and local knowledge systems, with a view to integrating adaptation
into relevant socioeconomic and environmental policies and actions, where appropriate.
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7. Parties should strengthen their cooperation on enhancing action on adaptation, taking
into account the Cancun Adaptation Framework, including with regard to:
(a) Sharing information, good practices, experiences and lessons learned, including, as
appropriate, as these relate to science, planning, policies and implementation in relation
to adaptation actions;
(b) Strengthening institutional arrangements, including those under the Convention that
serve this Agreement, to support the synthesis of relevant information and knowledge,
and the provision of technical support and guidance to Parties;
(c) Strengthening scientific knowledge on climate, including research, systematic
observation of the climate system and early warning systems, in a manner that informs
climate services and supports decision-making;
(d) Assisting developing country Parties in identifying effective adaptation practices,
adaptation needs, priorities, support provided and received for adaptation actions and
efforts, and challenges and gaps, in a manner consistent with encouraging good
practices; and
(e) Improving the effectiveness and durability of adaptation actions.

8. United Nations specialized organizations and agencies are encouraged to support the
efforts of Parties to implement the actions referred to in paragraph 7 of this Article, taking
into account the provisions of paragraph 5 of this Article.
…
9. Each Party shall, as appropriate, engage in adaptation planning processes and the
implementation of actions, including the development or enhancement of relevant plans,
policies and/or contributions, which may include:
(a) The implementation of adaptation actions, undertakings and/or efforts;
(b) The process to formulate and implement national adaptation plans;
(c) The assessment of climate change impacts and vulnerability, with a view to
formulating nationally determined prioritized actions, taking into account vulnerable
people, places and ecosystems;
(d) Monitoring and evaluating and learning from adaptation plans, policies, programmes
and actions; and -10 -
(e) Building the resilience of socioeconomic and ecological systems, including through
economic diversification and sustainable management of natural resources.

Article 8
1. Parties recognize the importance of averting, minimizing and addressing loss and
damage associated with the adverse effects of climate change, including extreme
weather events and slow onset events, and the role of sustainable development in
reducing the risk of loss and damage.
…
4. Accordingly, areas of cooperation and facilitation to enhance understanding, action and
support may include:
(a) Early warning systems;
(b) Emergency preparedness;



78

(c) Slow onset events;
(d) Events that may involve irreversible and permanent loss and damage;
(e) Comprehensive risk assessment and management;
(f) Risk insurance facilities, climate risk pooling and other insurance solutions;
(g) Non-economic losses; and
(h) Resilience of communities, livelihoods and ecosystems.

Article 10
1. Parties share a long-term vision on the importance of fully realizing technology
development and transfer in order to improve resilience to climate change and to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
2. Parties, noting the importance of technology for the implementation of mitigation and
adaptation actions under this Agreement and recognizing existing technology deployment
and dissemination efforts, shall strengthen cooperative action on technology development
and transfer.
3. The Technology Mechanism established under the Convention shall serve this
Agreement.
4. A technology framework is hereby established to provide overarching guidance to the
work of the Technology Mechanism in promoting and facilitating enhanced action on
technology development and transfer in order to support the implementation of this
Agreement, in pursuit of the long-term vision referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.
5. Accelerating, encouraging and enabling innovation is critical for an effective, long-term
global response to climate change and promoting economic growth and sustainable
development. Such effort shall be, as appropriate, supported, including by the Technology
Mechanism and, through financial means, by the Financial Mechanism of the Convention,
for collaborative approaches to research and development, and facilitating access to
technology, in particular for early stages of the technology cycle, to developing country
Parties.
6. Support, including financial support, shall be provided to developing country Parties for
the implementation of this Article, including for strengthening cooperative action on
technology development and transfer at different stages of the technology cycle, with a
view to achieving a balance between support for mitigation and adaptation. The global
stocktake referred to in Article 14 shall take into account available information on efforts
related to support on technology development and transfer for developing country Parties.

Article 12
Parties shall cooperate in taking measures, as appropriate, to enhance climate change
education, training, public awareness, public participation and public access to
information, recognizing the importance of these steps with respect to enhancing actions
under this Agreement.

Article 13
1. In order to build mutual trust and confidence and to promote effective implementation,
an enhanced transparency framework for action and support, with built-in flexibility which
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takes into account Parties' different capacities and builds upon collective experience is
hereby established.
2. The transparency framework shall provide flexibility in the implementation of the
provisions of this Article to those developing country Parties that need it in the light of
their capacities. The modalities, procedures and guidelines referred to in paragraph 13 of
this Article shall reflect such flexibility.
3. The transparency framework shall build on and enhance the transparency
arrangements under the Convention, recognizing the special circumstances of the least
developed countries and small island developing States, and be implemented in a
facilitative, non-intrusive, non-punitive manner, respectful of national sovereignty, and
avoid placing undue burden on Parties. -16 -
4. The transparency arrangements under the Convention, including national
communications, biennial reports and biennial update reports, international assessment
and review and international consultation and analysis, shall form part of the experience
drawn upon for the development of the modalities, procedures and guidelines under
paragraph 13 of this Article.
5. The purpose of the framework for transparency of action is to provide a clear
understanding of climate change action in the light of the objective of the Convention as
set out in its Article 2, including clarity and tracking of progress towards achieving Parties'
individual nationally determined contributions under Article 4, and Parties' adaptation
actions under Article 7, including good practices, priorities, needs and gaps, to inform the
global stocktake under Article 14.
6. The purpose of the framework for transparency of support is to provide clarity on
support provided and received by relevant individual Parties in the context of climate
change actions under Articles 4, 7, 9, 10 and 11, and, to the extent possible, to provide a
full overview of aggregate financial support provided, to inform the global stocktake under
Article 14.
7. Each Party shall regularly provide the following information:
(a) A national inventory report of anthropogenic emissions by sources and removals by
sinks of greenhouse gases, prepared using good practice methodologies accepted by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and agreed upon by the Conference of the
Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement; and
(b) Information necessary to track progress made in implementing and achieving its
nationally determined contribution under Article 4.
8. Each Party should also provide information related to climate change impacts and
adaptation under Article 7, as appropriate.
9. Developed country Parties shall, and other Parties that provide support should, provide
information on financial, technology transfer and capacity-building support provided to
developing country Parties under Articles 9, 10 and 11.
10. Developing country Parties should provide information on financial, technology
transfer and capacity-building support needed and received under Articles 9, 10 and 11.
11. Information submitted by each Party under paragraphs 7 and 9 of this Article shall
undergo a technical expert review, in accordance with decision 1/CP.21. For those
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developing country Parties that need it in the light of their capacities, the review process
shall include assistance in identifying capacity-building needs. In addition, each Party
shall participate in a facilitative, multilateral consideration of progress with respect to
efforts under Article 9, and its respective implementation and achievement of its nationally
determined contribution.
12. The technical expert review under this paragraph shall consist of a consideration of
the Party's support provided, as relevant, and its implementation and achievement of its
nationally determined contribution. The review shall also identify areas of improvement for
the Party, and include a review of the consistency of the information with the modalities,
procedures and guidelines referred to in paragraph 13 of this Article, taking into account
the flexibility accorded to the Party under paragraph 2 of this Article. The review shall pay
particular attention to the respective national capabilities and circumstances of developing
country Parties.
13. The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement
shall, at its first session, building on experience from the arrangements related to
transparency under the Convention, and elaborating on the provisions in this Article,
adopt common modalities, procedures and guidelines, as appropriate, for the
transparency of action and support.
14. Support shall be provided to developing countries for the implementation of this
Article.
15. Support shall also be provided for the building of transparency-related capacity of
developing country Parties on a continuous basis.

Article 14
1. The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement
shall periodically take stock of the implementation of this Agreement to assess the
collective progress towards achieving the purpose of this Agreement and its long-term
goals (referred to as the "global stocktake"). It shall do so in a comprehensive and
facilitative manner, considering mitigation, adaptation and the means of implementation
and support, and in the light of equity and the best available science.
2. The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement
shall undertake its first global stocktake in 2023 and every five years thereafter unless
otherwise decided by the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties
to this Agreement.
3. The outcome of the global stocktake shall inform Parties in updating and enhancing, in
a nationally determined manner, their actions and support in accordance with the relevant
provisions of this Agreement, as well as in enhancing international cooperation for climate
action.

Article 15
1. A mechanism to facilitate implementation of and promote compliance with the
provisions of this Agreement is hereby established.
2. The mechanism referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall consist of a committee
that shall be expert-based and facilitative in nature and function in a manner that is
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transparent, non-adversarial and non-punitive. The committee shall pay particular
attention to the respective national capabilities and circumstances of Parties.
3. The committee shall operate under the modalities and procedures adopted by the
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement at its
first session and report annually to the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting
of the Parties to this Agreement.

Article 16
1. The Conference of the Parties, the supreme body of the Convention, shall serve as the
meeting of the Parties to this Agreement.
…
4. The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement
shall keep under regular review the implementation of this Agreement and shall make,
within its mandate, the decisions necessary to promote its effective implementation. It
shall perform the functions assigned to it by this Agreement and shall:
(a) Establish such subsidiary bodies as deemed necessary for the implementation of this
Agreement; and
(b) Exercise such other functions as may be required for the implementation of this
Agreement.
5. The rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties and the financial procedures
applied under the Convention shall be applied mutatis mutandis under this Agreement,
except as may be otherwise decided by consensus by the Conference of the Parties
serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement.

8. The United Nations and its specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy
Agency, as well as any State member thereof or observers thereto not party to the
Convention, may be represented at sessions of the Conference of the Parties serving as
the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement as observers. Any body or agency, whether
national or international, governmental or non-governmental, which is qualified in matters
covered by this Agreement and which has informed the secretariat of its wish to be
represented at a session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the
Parties to this Agreement as an observer, may be so admitted unless at least one third of
the Parties present object. The admission and participation of observers shall be subject
to the rules of procedure referred to in paragraph 5 of this Article.

Article 18
1. The Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice and the Subsidiary Body
for Implementation established by Articles 9 and 10 of the Convention shall serve,
respectively, as the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice and the
Subsidiary Body for Implementation of this Agreement. The provisions of the Convention
relating to the functioning of these two bodies shall apply mutatis mutandis to this
Agreement. Sessions of the meetings of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Technological Advice and the Subsidiary Body for Implementation of this Agreement shall
be held in conjunction with the meetings of, respectively, the Subsidiary Body for
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Scientific and Technological Advice and the Subsidiary Body for Implementation of the
Convention.
2. Parties to the Convention that are not Parties to this Agreement may participate as
observers in the proceedings of any session of the subsidiary bodies. When the
subsidiary bodies serve as the subsidiary bodies of this Agreement, decisions under this
Agreement shall be taken only by those that are Parties to this Agreement.
3. When the subsidiary bodies established by Articles 9 and 10 of the Convention
exercise their functions with regard to matters concerning this Agreement, any member of
the bureaux of those subsidiary bodies representing a Party to the Convention but, at that
time, not a Party to this Agreement, shall be replaced by an additional member to be
elected by and from amongst the Parties to this Agreement.

Article 19
1. Subsidiary bodies or other institutional arrangements established by or under the
Convention, other than those referred to in this Agreement, shall serve this Agreement
upon a decision of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to
this Agreement. The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to
this Agreement shall specify the functions to be exercised by such subsidiary bodies or
arrangements.
2. The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Agreement
may provide further guidance to such subsidiary bodies and institutional arrangements.
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INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND (IMF)
Article I: Purposes

The purposes of the International Monetary Fund are:
(i) To promote international monetary cooperation through a permanent institution which
provides the machinery for consultation and collaboration on international monetary
problems.

(ii) To facilitate the expansion and balanced growth of international trade, and to
contribute thereby to the promotion and maintenance of high levels of employment and
real income and to the development of the productive resources of all members as
primary objectives of economic policy.

(iii) To promote exchange stability, to maintain orderly exchange arrangements among
members, and to avoid competitive exchange depreciation.

(iv) To assist in the establishment of a multilateral system of payments in respect of
current transactions between members and in the elimination of foreign exchange
restrictions which hamper the growth of world trade.

(v) To give confidence to members by making the general resources of the Fund
temporarily available to them under adequate safeguards, thus providing them with
opportunity to correct maladjustments in their balance of payments without resorting to
measures destructive of national or international prosperity.

(vi) In accordance with the above, to shorten the duration and lessen the degree of
disequilibrium in the international balances of payments of members.

The Fund shall be guided in all its policies and decisions by the purposes set forth in this
Article.
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Article IV: Obligations Regarding Exchange Arrangements
1. General obligations of members
2. General exchange arrangements
3. Surveillance over exchange arrangements
4. Par values
5. Separate currencies within a member's territories

Section 1. General obligations of members
Recognizing that the essential purpose of the international monetary system is to provide
a framework that facilitates the exchange of goods, services, and capital among
countries, and that sustains sound economic growth, and that a principal objective is the
continuing development of the orderly underlying conditions that are necessary for
financial and economic stability, each member undertakes to collaborate with the Fund
and other members to assure orderly exchange arrangements and to promote a stable
system of exchange rates. In particular, each member shall:
(i) endeavor to direct its economic and financial policies toward the objective of fostering
orderly economic growth with reasonable price stability, with due regard to its
circumstances;
(ii) seek to promote stability by fostering orderly underlying economic and financial
conditions and a monetary system that does not tend to produce erratic disruptions;
(iii) avoid manipulating exchange rates or the international monetary system in order to
prevent effective balance of payments adjustment or to gain an unfair competitive
advantage over other members; and
(iv) follow exchange policies compatible with the undertakings under this Section.

Section 2. General exchange arrangements
(a) Each member shall notify the Fund, within thirty days after the date of the second
amendment of this Agreement, of the exchange arrangements it intends to apply in
fulfillment of its obligations under Section 1 of this Article, and shall notify the Fund
promptly of any changes in its exchange arrangements.
(b) Under an international monetary system of the kind prevailing on January 1, 1976,
exchange arrangements may include (i) the maintenance by a member of a value for its
currency in terms of the special drawing right or another denominator, other than gold,
selected by the member, or (ii) cooperative arrangements by which members maintain the
value of their currencies in relation to the value of the currency or currencies of other
members, or (iii) other exchange arrangements of a member's choice.
(c) To accord with the development of the international monetary system, the Fund, by an
eighty-five percent majority of the total voting power, may make provision for general
exchange arrangements without limiting the right of members to have exchange
arrangements of their choice consistent with the purposes of the Fund and the obligations
under Section 1 of this Article.

Section 3. Surveillance over exchange arrangements
(a) The Fund shall oversee the international monetary system in order to ensure its
effective operation, and shall oversee the compliance of each member with its obligations
under Section 1 of this Article.
(b) In order to fulfill its functions under (a) above, the Fund shall exercise firm surveillance
over the exchange rate policies of members, and shall adopt specific principles for the
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guidance of all members with respect to those policies. Each member shall provide the
Fund with the information necessary for such surveillance, and, when requested by the
Fund, shall consult with it on the member's exchange rate policies. The principles adopted
by the Fund shall be consistent with cooperative arrangements by which members
maintain the value of their currencies in relation to the value of the currency or currencies
of other members, as well as with other exchange arrangements of a member's choice
consistent with the purposes of the Fund and Section 1 of this Article. These principles
shall respect the domestic social and political policies of members, and in applying these
principles the Fund shall pay due regard to the circumstances of members.

Section 4. Par values
The Fund may determine, by an eighty-five percent majority of the total voting power, that
international economic conditions permit the introduction of a widespread system of
exchange arrangements based on stable but adjustable par values. The Fund shall make
the determination on the basis of the underlying stability of the world economy, and for
this purpose shall take into account price movements and rates of expansion in the
economies of members. The determination shall be made in light of the evolution of the
international monetary system, with particular reference to sources of liquidity, and, in
order to ensure the effective operation of a system of par values, to arrangements under
which both members in surplus and members in deficit in their balances of payments take
prompt, effective, and symmetrical action to achieve adjustment, as well as to
arrangements for intervention and the treatment of imbalances. Upon making such
determination, the Fund shall notify members that the provisions of Schedule C apply.

Section 5. Separate currencies within a member’s territories
(a) Action by a member with respect to its currency under this Article shall be deemed to
apply to the separate currencies of all territories in respect of which the member has
accepted this Agreement under Article XXXI, Section 2(g) unless the member declares
that its action relates either to the metropolitan currency alone, or only to one or more
specified separate currencies, or to the metropolitan currency and one or more specified
separate currencies.
(b) Action by the Fund under this Article shall be deemed to relate to all currencies of a
member referred to in (a) above unless the Fund declares otherwise.
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR
STANDARDIZATION (ISO)

ISO STATUTE

Object
Article 2

2.1 The object of the Organization shall be to promote the development of standardization
and related activities in the world with a view to facilitating international exchange of
goods and services, to improving the management of business processes, to supporting
the dissemination of social and environmental best practices and to developing
cooperation in the spheres of intellectual, scientific, technological and economic activity.

2.2 As means to these ends, inter alia, the Organization may:
2.2.1 Take action to facilitate worldwide harmonization of standards and related activities;
2.2.2 Develop and issue International Standards, and take action for their worldwide
implementation;
2.2.3 Arrange for exchange of information regarding work of its members and of its
technical committees;
2.2.4 Cooperate with other international organizations interested in related matters,
particularly by undertaking studies relating to standardization projects at their request.
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Members
Article 3

3.1 The members of the Organization shall be the member bodies as defined in Article
3.1.1 and the correspondent and subscriber members as defined in Article 3.1.2.
3.1.1 The member bodies shall be those national standards bodies most broadly
representative of standardization in their respective countries and which have been
admitted into the Organization in accordance with procedures defined by the Council.
3.1.2 National standards bodies in countries that are not represented by a member body
under Article 3.1.1 may be registered either as correspondent or subscriber members with
no voting rights, in accordance with procedures defined by the Council.

3.2 Only one body in each country may be admitted to membership.

3.3 As of 1 October 2012, only the national standards bodies from those countries
officially recognized by the United Nations (UN) may become members of the
Organization.

3.4 ISO membership ceases:
a) by written notice from a member of the Organization to the Council at least six months
before the end of the calendar year;
b) for non-payment of dues as provided for in the Rules of Procedure; a member body
may be suspended prior to having its membership withdrawn; c) by exclusion for cause,
decided by the Council.

3.5 When its membership is suspended as per Article 3.4 b), a member body has no right
to vote or to hold a seat on the General Assembly or any other organ of the Organization.
Moreover, it is denied the right to receive publications or documents of the Organization
free of charge.

Authority
Article 4

4.1 A decision by vote of the member bodies, either in a General Assembly meeting or by
correspondence, shall constitute a decision of the Organization. Each member body shall
have one vote.

4.2 Decisions of the Organization in the form of approved International Standards
constitute recommendations to the members, each member remaining free either to
follow or not to follow them.
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Structure and Officers of the Organization
Article 5

5.1 The main organs of the Organization shall be a General Assembly, a Council, a
Technical Management Board, Technical Committees, and a Central Secretariat.

5.2 The Officers of the Organization shall be a President (including when serving as
President-elect), three Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, and a Secretary-General.

Technical committees
Article 14

14.1 The technical committees are the bodies responsible for developing International
Standards and the other deliverables of the Organization.

14.2 A request for undertaking standards development work in a technical field may be
initiated by one or more member bodies, by a technical committee or a Policy
Development Committee established by the Council or by an organization outside the
Organization.

14.3 Technical committees shall be established by the Technical Management Board and
shall work under its authority.

14.4 Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
authorized shall have the right to be represented on that committee. Correspondent
members shall have the right to participate as observers, as specified in the rules for work
of the ISO technical committees. The Council may decide to extend rights of participation
to correspondent and subscriber members on an exceptional basis.

14.5 The rules for the work of the ISO technical committees shall be specified as defined
in Article 13.1.

14.6 Any ISO member body may appeal on any decision of a technical committee with
appropriate justification to the Technical Management Board. Appeals shall be received
and adjudicated in accordance with procedures set out in the rules for the work of the ISO
technical committees, as defined in Article 13.1.
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President
Article 16

16.1 The President shall be the highest Officer of the Organization, providing leadership
to the ISO membership and to the Council.

16.2 The President shall be an active promoter of international standardization in a variety
of contexts, including interactions with international organizations and decision-makers.
The President represents ISO in high-level international, regional or national events,
regularly visits ISO members and supports their advocacy activities.

16.3 The term of office of the President shall consist of one year as President-elect
followed by a two- or three- year term as President. This choice shall be made by the
candidate and communicated as indicated in the Rules of Procedure.

16.4 In case of death, resignation or inability of the President during the last year of the
term of office, the President-elect shall take over as President with immediate effect, and
complete the term of office of the outgoing President. This exceptional appointment shall
be considered as an addition to the two- or three- year term of office as President.

16.5 The President shall be elected by the member bodies, either in the General
Assembly or by correspondence, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure. 16.6 The
President shall be a citizen of a country which has a member body in the Organization.

16.7 The President shall chair the General Assembly, the Council and the President’s
Committee and any other body decided by the Council. If the President is unable to chair
a meeting of any of the above organs, it shall be chaired by a Vice-President, as defined
in Articles 17.3, 17.4 and 17.5.

Relations with other international organizations
Article 20

20.1 The Organization may cooperate with other international organizations interested
partially or wholly in standardization or related activities. The conditions of cooperation
shall be established by the Council.
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Publications and documents of the Organization
Article 24

24.1 The Organization may issue inter alia the following types of documents:
24.1.1 International Standards;
24.1.2 Other ISO deliverables, designed and developed to meet the evolving needs of
market and society. The list of ISO deliverables, along with the description of the
procedures for their development and related supporting documents, is provided under
the “ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1 — Consolidated ISO Supplement — Procedures specific
to ISO” version 2017 (8th edition) and its subsequent revisions;
24.1.3 Minutes of meetings of the General Assembly, the Council, the bodies reporting to
the Council, and the technical committees;
24.1.4 Various publications and documents related to the work of the Organization and its
members.

24.2 The publications and documents of the Organization protected by copyright may be
reproduced or distributed by member bodies and correspondent members under such
conditions as the Council may determine. The Council may decide to extend some of
these rights to subscriber members on an exceptional basis.

24.3 The publications and documents of the Organization shall be kept by the Central
Secretariat and made available to ISO members as long as the Organization exists. The
Secretary-General is responsible for ensuring that such publications and documents are
developed and kept in the Central Secretariat files.

Rules of Procedure
Article 26

26.1 These Statutes are implemented by means of Rules of Procedure, which shall be
consistent with the Statutes.

26.2 The Rules of Procedure shall be under the responsibility of the Council.
26.2.1 Amendments to the Rules of Procedure may be proposed by the President, the
Council or at least five member bodies serving on Council.
26.2.2 For the adoption of amendments at a Council meeting or by correspondence, a
qualified majority (a minimum of fourteen) of the member bodies serving on Council at the
date of the launch of the vote shall be required. Voting by proxy shall not be allowed.
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WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
(WIPO)

The Contracting Parties,
Desiring to contribute to better understanding and co-operation among States for
their mutual benefit on the basis of respect for their sovereignty and equality,
Desiring, in order to encourage creative activity, to promote the protection of
intellectual property throughout the world,
Desiring to modernize and render more efficient the administration of the Unions
established in the fields of the protection of industrial property and the protection of
literary and artistic works, while fully respecting the independence of each of the
Unions,
Agree as follows:

Article 1
Establishment of the Organization

The World Intellectual Property Organization is hereby established.

Article 3
Objectives of the Organization

The objectives of the Organization are:
(i) to promote the protection of intellectual property throughout the world through
cooperation among States and, where appropriate, in collaboration with any other
international organization,
(ii) to ensure administrative cooperation among the Unions.
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Article 4
Functions

In order to attain the objectives described in Article 3, the Organization, through its
appropriate organs, and subject to the competence of each of the Unions:

(i) shall promote the development of measures designed to facilitate the efficient
protection of intellectual property throughout the world and to harmonize national
legislation in this field;
(ii) shall perform the administrative tasks of the Paris Union, the Special Unions
established in relation with that Union, and the Berne Union;
(iii) may agree to assume, or participate in, the administration of any other
international agreement designed to promote the protection of intellectual property;
(iv) shall encourage the conclusion of international agreements designed to promote
the protection of intellectual property;
(v) shall offer its cooperation to States requesting legal-technical assistance in the
field of intellectual property;
(vi) shall assemble and disseminate information concerning the protection of
intellectual property, carry out and promote studies in this field, and publish the
results of such studies;
(vii) shall maintain services facilitating the international protection of intellectual
property and, where appropriate, provide for registration in this field and the
publication of the data concerning the registrations;
(viii) shall take all other appropriate action.

https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text/283854#P68_3059
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Article 7
Conference

(1)
(a) There shall be a Conference consisting of the States party to this Convention
whether or not they are members of any of the Unions.
(b) The Government of each State shall be represented by one delegate, who may
be assisted by alternate delegates, advisors, and experts.
(c) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which has
appointed it.

(2) The Conference shall:
(i) discuss matters of general interest in the field of intellectual property and may
adopt recommendations relating to such matters, having regard for the competence
and autonomy of the Unions;
(ii) adopt the biennial budget of the Conference;
(iii) within the limits of the budget of the Conference, establish the biennial program
of legal-technical assistance;
(iv) adopt amendments to this Convention as provided in Article 17;
(v) determine which States not Members of the Organization and which
intergovernmental and international non-governmental organizations shall be
admitted to its meetings as observers;
(vi) exercise such other functions as are appropriate under this Convention.

(3)
(a) Each Member State shall have one vote in the Conference.
(b) One-third of the Member States shall constitute a quorum.
(c) Subject to the provisions of Article 17, the Conference shall make its decisions
by a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast.
(d) The amounts of the contributions of States party to this Convention not members
of any of the Unions shall be fixed by a vote in which only the delegates of such
States shall have the right to vote.
(e) Abstentions shall not be considered as votes.
(f) A delegate may represent, and vote in the name of, one State only.

(4)
(a) The Conference shall meet in ordinary session, upon convocation by the Director
General, during the same period and at the same place as the General Assembly.
(b) The Conference shall meet in extraordinary session, upon convocation by the
Director General, at the request of the majority of the Member States.

(5) The Conference shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text/283854#P245_29461
https://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text/283854#P245_29461
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Article 9
International Bureau

(1) The International Bureau shall be the Secretariat of the Organization.
(2) The International Bureau shall be directed by the Director General, assisted by two or
more Deputy Directors General.
(3) The Director General shall be appointed for a fixed term, which shall be not less than
six years. He shall be eligible for reappointment for fixed terms. The periods of the initial
appointment and possible subsequent appointments, as well as all other conditions of the
appointment, shall be fixed by the General Assembly.
(4)

(a) The Director General shall be the chief executive of the Organization.
(b) He shall represent the Organization.
(c) He shall report to, and conform to the instructions of, the General Assembly as to
the internal and external affairs of the Organization.

(5) The Director General shall prepare the draft programs and budgets and periodical
reports on activities. He shall transmit them to the Governments of the interested States
and to the competent organs of the Unions and the Organization.
(6) The Director General and any staff member designated by him shall participate,
without the right to vote, in all meetings of the General Assembly, the Conference, the
Coordination Committee, and any other committee or working group. The Director
General or a staff member designated by him shall be ex officio secretary of these bodies.
(7) The Director General shall appoint the staff necessary for the efficient performance of
the tasks of the International Bureau. He shall appoint the Deputy Directors General after
approval by the Coordination Committee. The conditions of employment shall be fixed by
the staff regulations to be approved by the Coordination Committee on the proposal of the
Director General. The paramount consideration in the employment of the staff and in the
determination of the conditions of service shall be the necessity of securing the highest
standards of efficiency, competence, and integrity. Due regard shall be paid to the
importance of recruiting the staff on as wide a geographical basis as possible.
(8) The nature of the responsibilities of the Director General and of the staff shall be
exclusively international. In the discharge of their duties they shall not seek or receive
instructions from any Government or from any authority external to the Organization.
They shall refrain from any action which might prejudice their position as international
officials. Each Member State undertakes to respect the exclusively international character
of the responsibilities of the Director General and the staff, and not to seek to influence
them in the discharge of their duties.
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Article 13
Relations with Other Organizations

(1) The Organization shall, where appropriate, establish working relations and cooperate
with other intergovernmental organizations. Any general agreement to such effect entered
into with such organizations shall be concluded by the Director General after approval by
the Coordination Committee.
(2) The Organization may, on matters within its competence, make suitable arrangements
for consultation and cooperation with international non-governmental organizations and,
with the consent of the Governments concerned, with national organizations,
governmental or non-governmental. Such arrangements shall be made by the Director
General after approval by the Coordination Committee.

COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS (CND)
UN SINGLE CONVENTION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS

Preamble

The Parties,
Concerned with the health and welfare of mankind,
Recognizing that the medical use of narcotic drugs continues to be indispensable for the
relief of pain and suffering and that adequate provision must be made to ensure the
availability of narcotic drugs for such purposes,
Recognizing that addiction to narcotic drugs constitutes a serious evil for the individual
and is fraught with social and economic danger to mankind, Conscious of their duty to
prevent and combat this evil,
Considering that effective measures against abuse of narcotic drugs require co-ordinated
and universal action,
Understanding that such universal action calls for international co-operation guided by the
same principles and aimed at common objectives,
Acknowledging the competence of the United Nations in the field of narcotics control and
desirous that the international organs concerned should be within the framework of that
Organization,
Desiring to conclude a generally acceptable international convention replacing existing
treaties on narcotic drugs, limiting such drugs to medical and scientific use, and providing
for continuous international co-operation and control for the achievement of such aims
and objectives,

Article 2. Substances under control
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1. Except as to measures of control which are limited to specified drugs, the drugs in
Schedule I are subject to all measures of control applicable to drugs under this
Convention and in particular to those prescribed in article 4 (c), 19, 20, 21, 29, 30, 31, 32,
33, 34 and 37.

2. The drugs in Schedule II are subject to the same measures of control as drugs in
Schedule I with the exception of the measures prescribed in article 30, paragraphs 2 and
5, in respect of the retail trade.

3. Preparations other than those in Schedule III are subject to the same measures of
control as the drugs which they contain, but estimates (article 19) and statistics (article
20) distinct from those dealing with these drugs shall not be required in the case of such
preparations, and article 29, paragraph 2 (c) and article 30, paragraph 1 (b) (ii) need not
apply.

4. Preparations in Schedule III are subject to the same measures of control as
preparations containing drugs in Schedule II except that article 31, Part One: Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol 27 paragraphs 1
(b) and 3 to 15 and, as regards their acquisition and retail distribution, article 34,
paragraph (b), need not apply, and that for the purpose of estimates (article 19) and
statistics (article 20) the information required shall be restricted to the quantities of drugs
used in the manufacture of such preparations.

5. The drugs in Schedule IV shall also be included in Schedule I and subject to all
measures of control applicable to drugs in the latter Schedule, and in addition thereto:
(a) A Party shall adopt any special measures of control which in its opinion are necessary
having regard to the particularly dangerous properties of a drug so included; and
(b) A Party shall, if in its opinion the prevailing conditions in its country render it the most
appropriate means of protecting the public health and welfare, prohibit the production,
manufacture, export and import of, trade in, possession or use of any such drug except
for amounts which may be necessary for medical and scientific research only, including
clinical trials therewith to be conducted under or subject to the direct supervision and
control of the Party.

6. In addition to the measures of control applicable to all drugs in Schedule I, opium is
subject to the provisions of article 19, paragraph 1, subparagraph (f), and of articles 21
bis, 23 and 24, the coca leaf to those of articles 26 and 27 and cannabis to those of article
28.

7. The opium poppy, the coca bush, the cannabis plant, poppy straw and cannabis leaves
are subject to the control measures prescribed in article 19, paragraph 1, subparagraph
(e), article 20, paragraph 1, subparagraph (g), article 21 bis and in articles 22 to 24; 22,
26 and 27; 22 and 28; 25; and 28, respectively:
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8. The Parties shall use their best endeavours to apply to substances which do not fall
under this Convention, but which may be used in the illicit manufacture of drugs, such
measures of supervision as may be practicable.

9. Parties are not required to apply the provisions of this Convention to drugs which are
commonly used in industry for other than medical or scientific purposes, provided that:
(a) They ensure by appropriate methods of denaturing or by other means that the drugs
so used are not liable to be abused or have ill effects (article 3, 28 The International Drug
Control Conventions paragraph 3) and that the harmful substances cannot in practice be
recovered; and
(b) They include in the statistical information (article 20) furnished by them the amount of
each drug so used.
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Article 3. Changes in the scope of control
1. Where a Party or the World Health Organization has information which in its opinion
may require an amendment to any of the Schedules, it shall notify the Secretary-General
and furnish him with the information in support of the notification.

2. The Secretary-General shall transmit such notification, and any information which he
considers relevant, to the Parties, to the Commission, and, where the notification is made
by a Party, to the World Health Organization.

3. Where a notification relates to a substance not already in Schedule I or in Schedule II,
(i) The Parties shall examine in the light of the available information the possibility of the
provisional application to the substance of all measures of control applicable to drugs in
Schedule I;
(ii) Pending its decision as provided in subparagraph (iii) of this paragraph, the
Commission may decide that the Parties apply provisionally to that substance all
measures of control applicable to drugs in Schedule I. The Parties shall apply such
measures provisionally to the substance in question;
(iii) If the World Health Organization finds that the substance is liable to similar abuse and
productive of similar ill effects as the drugs in Schedule I or Schedule II or is convertible
into a drug, it shall communicate that finding to the Commission which may, in
accordance with the recommendation of the World Health Organization, decide that the
substance shall be added to Schedule I or Schedule II.

4. If the World Health Organization finds that a preparation because of the substances
which it contains is not liable to abuse and cannot produce Part One: Single Convention
on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol 29 ill effects (paragraph 3)
and that the drug therein is not readily recoverable, the Commission may, in accordance
with the recommendation of the World Health Organization, add that preparation to
Schedule III.

5. If the World Health Organization finds that a drug in Schedule I is particularly liable to
abuse and to produce ill effects (paragraph 3) and that such liability is not offset by
substantial therapeutic advantages not possessed by substances other than drugs in
Schedule IV, the Commission may, in accordance with the recommendation of the World
Health Organization, place that drug in Schedule IV.

6. Where a notification relates to a drug already in Schedule I or Schedule II or to a
preparation in Schedule III, the Commission, apart from the measure provided for in
paragraph 5, may, in accordance with the recommendation of the World Health
Organization, amend any of the Schedules by:
(a) Transferring a drug from Schedule I to Schedule II or from Schedule II to Schedule I;
or
(b) Deleting a drug or a preparation as the case may be, from a Schedule.
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7. Any decision of the Commission taken pursuant to this article shall be communicated
by the Secretary-General to all States Members of the United Nations, to non-member
States Parties to this Convention, to the World Health Organization and to the Board.
Such decision shall become effective with respect to each Party on the date of its receipt
of such communication, and the Parties shall thereupon take such action as may be
required under this Convention.

8. (a) The decisions of the Commission amending any of the Schedules shall be subject
to review by the Council upon the request of any Party filed within ninety days from
receipt of notification of the decision. The request for review shall be sent to the
Secretary-General together with all relevant information upon which the request for review
is based;
(b) The Secretary-General shall transmit copies of the request for review and relevant
information to the Commission, the World Health Organization and to all the Parties
inviting them to submit comments within ninety days. All comments received shall be
submitted to the Council for consideration;
(c) The Council may confirm, alter or reverse the decision of the Commission, and the
decision of the Council shall be final. Notification of the Council’s decision shall be
transmitted to all States Members of the United Nations, to non-member States Parties to
this Convention, to the Commission, to the World Health Organization, and to the Board;
(d) During pendency of the review the original decision of the Commission shall remain in
effect.

9. Decisions of the Commission taken in accordance with this article shall not be subject
to the review procedure provided for in article 7.

Article 4. General obligations
The parties shall take such legislative and administrative measures as may be necessary:
(a) To give effect to and carry out the provisions of this Convention within their own
territories;
(b) To co-operate with other States in the execution of the provisions of this Convention;
and
(c) Subject to the provisions of this Convention, to limit exclusively to medical and
scientific purposes the production, manufacture, export, import, distribution of, trade in,
use and possession of drugs.

Article 5. The international control organs

The Parties, recognizing the competence of the United Nations with respect to the
international control of drugs, agree to entrust to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs of
the Economic and Social Council, and to the International Narcotics Control Board, the
functions respectively assigned to them under this Convention.
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Article 7. Review of decisions and recommendations of the Commission
Except for decisions under article 3, each decision or recommendation adopted by the
Commission pursuant to the provisions of this Convention shall be subject to approval or
modification by the Council or the General Assembly in the same way as other decisions
or recommendations of the Commission.

Article 8. Functions of the Commission
The Commission is authorized to consider all matters pertaining to the aims of this
Convention, and in particular:
(a) To amend the Schedules in accordance with article 3;
(b) To call the attention of the Board to any matters which may be relevant to the functions
of the Board;
(c) To make recommendations for the implementation of the aims and provisions of this
Convention, including programmes of scientific research and the exchange of information
of a scientific or technical nature; and
(d) To draw the attention of non-parties to decisions and recommendations which it
adopts under this Convention, with a view to their considering taking action in accordance
therewith.
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Article 9. Composition and functions of the Board
1. The Board shall consist of thirteen members to be elected by the Council as follows:
(a) Three members with medical, pharmacological or pharmaceutical experience from a
list of at least five persons nominated by the World Health Organization; and
(b) Ten members from a list of persons nominated by the Members of the United Nations
and by Parties which are not Members of the United Nations.

2. Members of the Board shall be persons who, by their competence, impartiality and
disinterestedness, will command general confidence. During their term of office they shall
not hold any position or engage in any activity which would be liable to impair their
impartiality in the exercise of their functions. The Council shall, in consultation with the
Board, make all arrangements necessary to ensure the full technical independence of the
Board in carrying out its functions.

3. The Council, with due regard to the principle of equitable geographic representation,
shall give consideration to the importance of including on the Board, in equitable
proportion, persons possessing a knowledge of the drug situation in the producing,
manufacturing, and consuming countries, and connected with such countries.

4. The Board, in co-operation with Governments, and subject to the terms of this
Convention, shall endeavour to limit the cultivation, production, manufacture and use of
drugs to an adequate amount required for medical and scientific purposes, to ensure their
availability for such purposes and to prevent illicit cultivation, production and manufacture
of, and illicit trafficking in and use of, drugs.

5. All measures taken by the Board under this Convention shall be those most consistent
with the intent to further the co-operation of Governments with the Board and to provide
the mechanism for a continuing dialogue between Governments and the Board which will
lend assistance to and facilitate effective national action to attain the aims of this
Convention.
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Article 10. Terms of office and remuneration of members of the Board
1. The members of the Board shall serve for a period of five years, and may be
re-elected.

2. The term of office of each member of the Board shall end on the eve of the first
meeting of the Board which his successor shall be entitled to attend. Part One: Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol 33

3. A member of the Board who has failed to attend three consecutive sessions shall be
deemed to have resigned.

4. The Council, on the recommendation of the Board, may dismiss a member of the
Board who has ceased to fulfil the conditions required for membership by paragraph 2 of
article 9. Such recommendation shall be made by an affirmative vote of nine members of
the Board.

5. Where a vacancy occurs on the Board during the term of office of a member, the
Council shall fill such vacancy as soon as possible and in accordance with the applicable
provisions of article 9, by electing another member for the remainder of the term.

6. The members of the Board shall receive an adequate remuneration as determined by
the General Assembly.

Article 11. Rules of procedure of the Board
1. The Board shall elect its own President and such other officers as it may consider
necessary and shall adopt its rules of procedure.

2. The Board shall meet as often as, in its opinion, may be necessary for the proper
discharge of its functions, but shall hold at least two sessions in each calendar year.

3. The quorum necessary at meetings of the Board shall consist of eight members.

Article 14. Measures by the Board to ensure the execution of provisions of the
Convention
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1. (a) If, on the basis of its examination of information submitted by Governments to the
Board under the provisions of this Convention, or of information communicated by United
Nations organs or by specialized agencies or, provided that they are approved by the
Commission on the Board’s recommendation, by either other intergovernmental
organizations or international nongovernmental organizations which have direct
competence in the subject matter and which are in consultative status with the Economic
and Social Council under Article 71 of the Charter of the United Nations or which enjoy a
similar status by special agreement with the Council, the Board has objective reasons to
believe that the aims of this Convention are being seriously endangered by reason of the
failure of any Party, country or territory to carry out the provisions of this Convention, the
Board shall have the right to propose to the Government concerned the opening of
consultations or to request it to furnish explanations. If, without any failure in
implementing the provisions of the Convention, a Party or a country or territory has
become, or if there exists evidence of a serious risk that it may become, an important
centre of illicit cultivation, production or manufacture of, or traffic in or consumption of
drugs, the Board has the right to propose to the Government concerned the opening of
consultations. Subject to the right of the Board to call the attention of the Parties, the
Council and the Commission to the matter referred to in subparagraph (d) below, the
Board shall treat as confidential a request for information and an explanation by a
Government or a proposal for consultations and the consultations held with a Government
under this subparagraph.
(b) After taking action under subparagraph (a) above, the Board, if satisfied that it is
necessary to do so, may call upon the Government concerned to adopt such remedial
measures as shall seem under the circumstances to be necessary for the execution of the
provisions of this Convention.
(c) The Board may, if it thinks such action necessary, for the purpose of assessing a
matter referred to in subparagraph (a) of this paragraph, propose to the Government
concerned that a study of the matter be carried out in its territory by such means as the
Government deems appropriate. If the Government concerned decides to undertake this
study, it may request the Board to make available the expertise and the services of one or
more persons with the requisite competence to assist the officials of the Government in
the proposed study. The person or persons whom the Board intends to make available
shall be subject to the approval of the Government. The modalities of this study and the
time-limit within which the study has to be completed shall be determined by consultation
between the Government and the Board. The Government shall communicate to the
Board the results of the study and shall indicate the remedial measures that it considers
necessary to take.
(d) If the Board finds that the Government concerned has failed to give satisfactory
explanations when called upon to do so under subparagraph (a) above, or has failed to
adopt any remedial measures which it has been called upon to take under subparagraph
(b) above, or that there is a serious situation that needs co-operative action at the
international level with a view to remedying it, it may call the attention of the Parties, the
Council and the Commission to the matter. The Board shall so act if the aims of this
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Convention are being seriously endangered and it has not been possible to resolve the
matter satisfactorily in any other way. It shall also so act if it finds that there is a serious
situation that needs co-operative action at the international level with a view to remedying
it and that bringing such a situation to the notice of the Parties, the Council and the
Commission is the most appropriate method of facilitating such co-operative action; after
considering the reports of the Board, and of the Commission if available on the matter, the
Council may draw the attention of the General Assembly to the matter.

2. The Board, when calling the attention of the Parties, the Council and the Commission
to a matter in accordance with paragraph 1 (d) above, may, if it is satisfied that such a
course is necessary, recommend to Parties that they stop the import of drugs, the export
of drugs, or both, from or to the country or territory concerned, either for a designated
period or until the Board shall be satisfied as to the situation in that country or territory.
The State concerned may bring the matter before the Council.

3. The Board shall have the right to publish a report on any matter dealt with under the
provisions of this article, and communicate it to the Council, which shall forward it to all
Parties. If the Board publishes in this report a decision taken under this article or any
information relating thereto, it shall also publish therein the views of the Government
concerned if the latter so requests.

4. If in any case a decision of the Board which is published under this article is not
unanimous, the views of the minority shall be stated. Part One: Single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol 37

5. Any State shall be invited to be represented at a meeting of the Board at which a
question directly interesting it is considered under this article.

6. Decisions of the Board under this article shall be taken by a twothirds majority of the
whole number of the Board

Article 15. Reports of the Board

1. The Board shall prepare an annual report on its work and such additional reports as it
considers necessary containing also an analysis of the estimates and statistical
information at its disposal, and, in appropriate cases, an account of the explanations, if
any, given by or required of Governments, together with any observations and
recommendations which the Board desires to make. These reports shall be submitted to
the Council through the Commission, which may make such comments as it sees fit.

2. The reports shall be communicated to the Parties and subsequently published by the
Secretary-General. The Parties shall permit their unrestricted distribution.
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Article 19. Estimates of drug requirements
1. The Parties shall furnish to the Board each year for each of their territories, in the
manner and form prescribed by the Board, estimates on forms supplied by it in respect of
the following matters:
(a) Quantities of drugs to be consumed for medical and scientific purposes;
(b) Quantities of drugs to be utilized for the manufacture of other drugs, of preparations in
Schedule III, and of substances not covered by this Convention;
(c) Stocks of drugs to be held as at 31 December of the year to which the estimates
relate;
(d) Quantities of drugs necessary for addition to special stocks;
(e) The area (in hectares) and the geographical location of land to be used for the
cultivation of the opium poppy;
(f) Approximate quantity of opium to be produced;
(g) The number of industrial establishments which will manufacture synthetic drugs; and
(h) The quantities of synthetic drugs to be manufactured by each of the establishments
referred to in the preceding subparagraph.

2. (a) Subject to the deductions referred to in paragraph 3 of article 21, the total of the
estimates for each territory and each drug except opium and synthetic drugs shall consist
of the sum of the amounts specified under subparagraphs (a), (b) and (d) of paragraph 1
of this article, with the addition of any amount required to bring the actual stocks on hand
at 31 December of the preceding year to the level estimated as provided in subparagraph
(c) of paragraph 1;
(b) Subject to the deductions referred to in paragraph 3 of article 21 regarding imports
and in paragraph 2 of article 21 bis, the total of the estimates for opium for each territory
shall consist either of the sum of the amounts specified under subparagraphs (a), (b) and
(d) of paragraph 1 of this article, with the addition of any amount required to bring the
actual stocks on hand at 31 December of the preceding year to the level estimated as
provided in subparagraph (c) of paragraph 1, or of the amount specified under
subparagraph (f) of paragraph 1 of this article, whichever is higher.
(c) Subject to the deductions referred to in paragraph 3 of article 21, the total of the
estimates for each territory for each synthetic drug shall consist either of the sum of the
amounts specified under subparagraphs (a), (b) and (d) of paragraph 1 of this article, with
the addition of any amount required to bring the actual stocks on hand at 31 December of
the preceding year to the level estimated as provided in subparagraph (c) of paragraph 1,
or of the sum of the 40 The International Drug Control Conventions amounts specified
under subparagraph (h) of paragraph 1 of this article, whichever is higher.
(d) The estimates furnished under the preceding subparagraphs of this paragraph shall
be appropriately modified to take into account any quantity seized and thereafter released
for licit use as well as any quantity taken from special stocks for the requirements of the
civilian population.
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3. Any State may during the year furnish supplementary estimates with an explanation of
the circumstances necessitating such estimates.

4. The Parties shall inform the Board of the method used for determining quantities shown
in the estimates and of any changes in the said method.

5. Subject to the deductions referred to in paragraph 3 of article 21, and account being
taken where appropriate of the provisions of article 21 bis, the estimates shall not be
exceeded.

Article 20. Statistical returns to be furnished to the Board
1. The Parties shall furnish to the Board for each of their territories, in the manner and
form prescribed by the Board, statistical returns on forms supplied by it in respect of the
following matters:
(a) Production or manufacture of drugs;
(b) Utilization of drugs for the manufacture of other drugs, of preparations in Schedule III
and of substances not covered by this Convention, and utilization of poppy straw for the
manufacture of drugs;
(c) Consumption of drugs;
(d) Imports and exports of drugs and poppy straw;
(e) Seizures of drugs and disposal thereof;
(f) Stocks of drugs as at 31 December of the year to which the returns relate; and
(g) Ascertainable area of cultivation of the opium poppy.

2. (a) The statistical returns in respect of the matters referred to in paragraph 1, except
subparagraph (d), shall be prepared annually and shall be furnished to the Board not later
than 30 June following the year to which they relate.
(b) The statistical returns in respect to the matters referred to in subparagraph (d) of
paragraph 1 shall be prepared quarterly and shall be furnished to the Board within one
month after the end of the quarter to which they relate.

3. The Parties are not required to furnish statistical returns respecting special stocks, but
shall furnish separately returns respecting drugs imported into or procured within the
country or territory for special purposes, as well as quantities of drugs withdrawn from
special stocks to meet the requirements of the civilian population.



107

Article 23. National opium agencies
1. A Party that permits the cultivation of the opium poppy for the production of opium shall
establish, if it has not already done so, and maintain, one 44 The International Drug
Control Conventions or more government agencies (hereafter in this article referred to as
the Agency) to carry out the functions required under this article.

2. Each such Party shall apply the following provisions to the cultivation of the opium
poppy for the production of opium and to opium:
(a) The Agency shall designate the areas in which, and the plots of land on which,
cultivation of the opium poppy for the purpose of producing opium shall be permitted.
(b) Only cultivators licensed by the Agency shall be authorized to engage in such
cultivation.
(c) Each licence shall specify the extent of the land on which the cultivation is permitted.
(d) All cultivators of the opium poppy shall be required to deliver their total crops of opium
to the Agency. The Agency shall purchase and take physical possession of such crops as
soon as possible, but not later than four months after the end of the harvest.
(e) The Agency shall, in respect of opium, have the exclusive right of importing, exporting,
wholesale trading and maintaining stocks other than those held by manufacturers of
opium alkaloids, medicinal opium or opium preparations. Parties need not extend this
exclusive right to medicinal opium and opium preparations.

3. The governmental functions referred to in paragraph 2 shall be discharged by a single
government agency if the constitution of the Party concerned permits it.

Article 26. The coca bush and coca leaves
1. If a Party permits the cultivation of the coca bush, it shall apply thereto and to coca
leaves the system of controls as provided in article 23 respecting the control of the opium
poppy, but as regards paragraph 2 (d) of that article, the requirements imposed on the
Agency therein referred to shall be only to take physical possession of the crops as soon
as possible after the end of the harvest.

2. The Parties shall so far as possible enforce the uprooting of all coca bushes which
grow wild. They shall destroy the coca bushes if illegally cultivated.

Article 28. Control of cannabis
1. If a Party permits the cultivation of the cannabis plant for the production of cannabis or
cannabis resin, it shall apply thereto the system of controls as provided in article 23
respecting the control of the opium poppy.

2. This Convention shall not apply to the cultivation of the cannabis plant exclusively for
industrial purposes (fibre and seed) or horticultural purposes. 3. The Parties shall adopt
such measures as may be necessary to prevent the misuse of, and illicit traffic in, the
leaves of the cannabis plant.
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Article 29. Manufacture
1. The Parties shall require that the manufacture of drugs be under licence except where
such manufacture is carried out by a State enterprise or State enterprises.

2. The Parties shall:
(a) Control all persons and enterprises carrying on or engaged in the manufacture of
drugs;
(b) Control under licence the establishments and premises in which such manufacture
may take place; and
(c) Require that licensed manufacturers of drugs obtain periodical permits specifying the
kinds and amounts of drugs which they shall be entitled to manufacture. A periodical
permit, however, need not be required for preparations.

3. The Parties shall prevent the accumulation, in the possession of drug manufacturers, of
quantities of drugs and poppy straw in excess of those required for the normal conduct of
business, having regard to the prevailing market conditions.
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Article 30. Trade and distribution
1. (a) The Parties shall require that the trade in and distribution of drugs be under licence
except where such trade or distribution is carried out by a State enterprise or State
enterprises:
(b) The Parties shall:
(i) Control all persons and enterprises carrying on or engaged in the trade in or
distribution of drugs;
(ii) Control under licence the establishments and premises in which such trade or
distribution may take place. The requirement of licensing need not apply to preparations.
(c) The provisions of subparagraphs (a) and (b) relating to licensing need not apply to
persons duly authorized to perform and while performing therapeutic or scientific
functions.

2. The Parties shall also:
(a) Prevent the accumulation in the possession of traders, distributors, State enterprises
or duly authorized persons referred to above, of quantities of drugs and poppy straw in
excess of those required for the normal conduct of business, having regard to the
prevailing market conditions; and
(b) (i) Require medical prescriptions for the supply or dispensation of drugs to individuals.
This requirement need not apply to such drugs as individuals may lawfully obtain, use,
dispense or administer in connexion with their duly authorized therapeutic functions; and
(ii) If the Parties deem these measures necessary or desirable, require that prescriptions
for drugs in Schedule I should be written on official forms to be issued in the form of
counterfoil books by the competent governmental authorities or by authorized
professional associations.

3. It is desirable that Parties require that written or printed offers of drugs, advertisements
of every kind or descriptive literature relating to drugs and used for commercial purposes,
interior wrappings of packages containing drugs, and labels under which drugs are
offered for sale indicate the international nonproprietary name communicated by the
World Health Organization.

4. If a Party considers such measure necessary or desirable, it shall require that the inner
package containing a drug or wrapping thereof shall bear a clearly visible double red
band. The exterior wrapping of the package in which such drug is contained shall not bear
a double red band.

5. A Party shall require that the label under which a drug is offered for sale show the
exact drug content by weight or percentage. This requirement of label information need
not apply to a drug dispensed to an individual on medical prescription.

6. The provisions of paragraphs 2 and 5 need not apply to the retail trade in or retail
distribution of drugs in Schedule II.
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Article 31. Special provisions relating to international trade
1. The Parties shall not knowingly permit the export of drugs to any country or territory
except:
(a) In accordance with the laws and regulations of that country or territory; and
(b) Within the limits of the total of the estimates for that country or territory, as defined in
paragraph 2 of article 19, with the addition of the amounts intended to be re-exported.

2. The Parties shall exercise in free ports and zones the same supervision and control as
in other parts of their territories, provided, however, that they may apply more drastic
measures.

3. The Parties shall:
(a) Control under licence the import and export of drugs except where such import or
export is carried out by a State enterprise or enterprises;
(b) Control all persons and enterprises carrying on or engaged in such import or export.

4. (a) Every Party permitting the import or export of drugs shall require a separate import
or export authorization to be obtained for each such import or export whether it consists of
one or more drugs.
(b) Such authorization shall state the name of the drug, the international non-proprietary
name if any, the quantity to be imported or exported, and the name and address of the
importer and exporter, and shall specify the period within which the importation or
exportation must be effected.
(c) The export authorization shall also state the number and date of the import certificate
(paragraph 5) and the authority by whom it has been issued.
(d) The import authorization may allow an importation in more than one consignment.

5. Before issuing an export authorization the Parties shall require an import certificate,
issued by the competent authorities of the importing country or territory and certifying that
the importation of the drug or drugs referred to therein, is approved and such certificate
shall be produced by the person or establishment applying for the export authorization.
The Parties shall follow as closely as may be practicable the form of import certificate
approved by the Commission.

6. A copy of the export authorization shall accompany each consignment, and the
Government issuing the export authorization shall send a copy to the Government of the
importing country or territory.

7. (a) The Government of the importing country or territory, when the importation has
been effected or when the period fixed for the importation has expired, shall return the
export authorization, with an endorsement to that effect, to the Government of the
exporting country or territory.
(b) The endorsement shall specify the amount actually imported;
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(c) If a lesser quantity than that specified in the export authorization is actually exported,
the quantity actually exported shall be stated by the competent authorities on the export
authorization and on any official copy thereof.

8. Exports of consignments to a post office box, or to a bank to the account of a Party
other than the Party named in the export authorization, shall be prohibited.

9. Exports of consignments to a bonded warehouse are prohibited unless the
Government of the importing country certifies on the import certificate, produced by the
person or establishment applying for the export authorization, that it has approved the
importation for the purpose of being placed in a bonded warehouse. In such case the
export authorization shall specify that the consignment is exported for such purpose.
Each withdrawal from the bonded warehouse shall require a permit from the authorities
having jurisdiction over the warehouse and, in the case of a foreign destination shall be
treated as if it were a new export within the meaning of this Convention.

10. Consignments of drugs entering or leaving the territory of a Party not accompanied by
an export authorization shall be detained by the competent authorities.

11. A Party shall not permit any drugs consigned to another country to pass through its
territory, whether or not the consignment is removed from the 52 The International Drug
Control Conventions conveyance in which it is carried, unless a copy of the export
authorization for such consignment is produced to the competent authorities of such
Party.

12. The competent authorities of any country or territory through which a consignment of
drugs is permitted to pass shall take all due measures to prevent the diversion of the
consignment to a destination other than that named in the accompanying copy of the
export authorization unless the Government of that country or territory through which the
consignment is passing authorizes the diversion. The Government of the country or
territory of transit shall treat any requested diversion as if the diversion were an export
from the country or territory of transit to the country or territory of new destination. If the
diversion is authorized, the provisions of paragraph 7 (a) and (b) shall also apply between
the country or territory of transit and the country or territory which originally exported the
consignment.

13. No consignment of drugs while in transit, or whilst being stored in a bonded
warehouse, may be subjected to any process which would change the nature of the drugs
in question. The packing may not be altered without the permission of the competent
authorities.

14. The provisions of paragraphs 11 to 13 relating to the passage of drugs through the
territory of a Party do not apply where the consignment in question is transported by
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aircraft which does not land in the country or territory of transit. If the aircraft lands in any
such country or territory, those provisions shall be applied so far as circumstances
require.

15. The provisions of this article are without prejudice to the provisions of any
international agreements which limit the control which may be exercised by any of the
Parties over drugs in transit. 16. Nothing in this article other than paragraphs 1 (a) and 2
need apply in the case of preparations in Schedule III.

Article 32. Special provisions concerning the carriage of drugs in first-aid kits of
ships or aircraft engaged in international traffic

1. The international carriage by ships or aircraft of such limited amounts of drugs as may
be needed during their journey or voyage for first-aid purposes or emergency cases shall
not be considered to be import, export or passage through a country within the meaning
of this Convention.

2. Appropriate safeguards shall be taken by the country of registry to prevent the
improper use of the drugs referred to in paragraph 1 or their diversion for illicit purposes.
The Commission, in consultation with the appropriate international organizations, shall
recommend such safeguards.

3. Drugs carried by ships or aircraft in accordance with paragraph 1 shall be subject to the
laws, regulations, permits and licences of the country of registry, without prejudice to any
rights of the competent local authorities to carry out checks, inspections and other control
measures on board ships or aircraft. The administration of such drugs in the case of
emergency shall not be considered a violation of the requirements of article 30, paragraph
2 (b).

Article 34. Measures of supervision and inspection
The Parties shall require:
(a) That all persons who obtain licences as provided in accordance with this Convention,
or who have managerial or supervisory positions in a State enterprise established in
accordance with this Convention, shall have adequate qualifications for the effective and
faithful execution of the provisions of such laws and regulations as are enacted in
pursuance thereof; and
(b) That governmental authorities, manufacturers, traders, scientists, scientific institutions
and hospitals keep such records as will show the quantities of each drug manufactured
and of each individual acquisition and disposal of drugs. Such records shall respectively
be preserved for a period of not less than two years. Where counterfoil books (article 30,
paragraph 2 (b)) of official prescriptions are used, such books including the counterfoils
shall also be kept for a period of not less than two years.
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Article 35. Action against the illicit traffic
Having due regard to their constitutional, legal and administrative systems, the Parties
shall:
(a) Make arrangements at the national level for co-ordination of preventive and repressive
action against the illicit traffic; to this end they may usefully designate an appropriate
agency responsible for such co-ordination;
(b) Assist each other in the campaign against the illicit traffic in narcotic drugs;
(c) Co-operate closely with each other and with the competent international organizations
of which they are members with a view to maintaining a co-ordinated campaign against
the illicit traffic;
(d) Ensure that international co-operation between the appropriate agencies be
conducted in an expeditious manner; and
(e) Ensure that where legal papers are transmitted internationally for the purposes of a
prosecution, the transmittal be effected in an expeditious manner to the bodies
designated by the Parties; this requirement shall be without prejudice to the right of a
Party to require that legal papers be sent to it through the diplomatic channel;
(f) Furnish, if they deem it appropriate, to the Board and the Commission through the
Secretary-General, in addition to information required by article 18, information relating to
illicit drug activity within their borders, including information on illicit cultivation, production,
manufacture and use of, and on illicit trafficking in, drugs; and
(g) Furnish the information referred to in the preceding paragraph as far as possible in
such manner and by such dates as the Board may request; if requested by a Party, the
Board may offer its advice to it in furnishing the information and in endeavouring to
reduce the illicit drug activity within the borders of that Party.
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Article 36. Penal provisions
1. (a) Subject to its constitutional limitations, each Party shall adopt such measures as will
ensure that cultivation, production, manufacture, Part One: Single Convention on Narcotic
Drugs of 1961 as amended by the 1972 Protocol 55 extraction, preparation, possession,
offering, offering for sale, distribution, purchase, sale, delivery on any terms whatsoever,
brokerage, dispatch, dispatch in transit, transport, importation and exportation of drugs
contrary to the provisions of this Convention, and any other action which in the opinion of
such Party may be contrary to the provisions of this Convention, shall be punishable
offences when committed intentionally, and that serious offences shall be liable to
adequate punishment particularly by imprisonment or other penalties of deprivation of
liberty.

(b) Notwithstanding the preceding subparagraph, when abusers of drugs have committed
such offences, the Parties may provide, either as an alternative to conviction or
punishment or in addition to conviction or punishment, that such abusers shall undergo
measures of treatment, education, after-care, rehabilitation and social reintegration in
conformity with paragraph 1 of article 38.

2. Subject to the constitutional limitations of a Party, its legal system and domestic law,
(a) (i) Each of the offences enumerated in paragraph 1, if committed in different countries,
shall be considered as a distinct offence;
(ii) Intentional participation in, conspiracy to commit and attempts to commit, any of such
offences, and preparatory acts and financial operations in connexion with the offences
referred to in this article, shall be punishable offences as provided in paragraph 1;
(iii) Foreign convictions for such offences shall be taken into account for the purpose of
establishing recidivism; and
(iv) Serious offences heretofore referred to committed either by nationals or by foreigners
shall be prosecuted by the Party in whose territory the offence was committed, or by the
Party in whose territory the offender is found if extradition is not acceptable in conformity
with the law of the Party to which application is made, and if such offender has not
already been prosecuted and judgement given.

(b) (i) Each of the offences enumerated in paragraphs 1 and 2 (a) (ii) of this article shall
be deemed to be included as an extraditable offence in any extradition treaty existing
between Parties. Parties undertake to include such offences as extraditable offences in
every extradition treaty to be concluded between them;
(ii) If a Party which makes extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty receives a
request for extradition from another Party with which it has no extradition treaty, it may at
its option consider this Convention as the legal basis for extradition in respect of the
offences enumerated in paragraphs 1 and 2 (a) (ii) of this article. Extradition shall be
subject to the other conditions provided by the law of the requested Party;
(iii) Parties which do not make extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall
recognize the offences enumerated in paragraphs 1 and 2 (a) (ii) of this article as
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extraditable offences between themselves, subject to the conditions provided by the law
of the requested Party;
(iv) Extradition shall be granted in conformity with the law of the Party to which application
is made, and, notwithstanding subparagraphs (b) (i), (ii) and (iii) of this paragraph, the
Party shall have the right to refuse to grant the extradition in cases where the competent
authorities consider that the offence is not sufficiently serious.

3. The provisions of this article shall be subject to the provisions of the criminal law of the
Party concerned on questions of jurisdiction.

4. Nothing contained in this article shall affect the principle that the offences to which it
refers shall be defined, prosecuted and punished in conformity with the domestic law of a
Party.

Article 38. Measures against the abuse of drugs
1. The Parties shall give special attention to and take all practicable measures for the
prevention of abuse of drugs and for the early identification, treatment, education,
after-care, rehabilitation and social reintegration of the persons involved and shall
co-ordinate their efforts to these ends.
2. The Parties shall as far as possible promote the training of personnel in the treatment,
after-care, rehabilitation and social reintegration of abusers of drugs.
3. The Parties shall take all practicable measures to assist persons whose work so
requires to gain an understanding of the problems of abuse of drugs and of its prevention,
and shall also promote such understanding among the general public if there is a risk that
abuse of drugs will become widespread.

Article 39. Application of stricter national control measures than those required by
this Convention

Notwithstanding anything contained in this Convention, a Party shall not be, or be
deemed to be, precluded from adopting measures of control more strict or severe than
those provided by this Convention and in particular from requiring that preparations in
Schedule III or drugs in Schedule II be subject to all or such of the measures of control
applicable to drugs in Schedule I as in its opinion is necessary or desirable for the
protection of the public health or welfare

Article 48. Disputes
1. If there should arise between two or more Parties a dispute relating to the interpretation
or application of this Convention, the said Parties shall consult together with a view to the
settlement of the dispute by negotiation, investigation, mediation, conciliation, arbitration,
recourse to regional bodies, judicial process or other peaceful means of their own choice.

2. Any such dispute which cannot be settled in the manner prescribed shall be referred to
the International Court of Justice for decision
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INSURANCE
SUPERVISORS (IAIS)

IAIS MEMORANDUM ON COOPERATION & INFORMATION SHARING

Art. 1 Preamble
With the increasing integration of financial markets and the growing number of
internationally active insurance companies there is an increased need for mutual
cooperation and information exchange between insurance industry supervisors;
The Signatory Authorities to this Multilateral Memorandum of Understanding (MMoU) on
cooperation and information exchange have reached the understanding in this
memorandum recognising that:

• practical arrangements concerning cross-border cooperation and information
exchange are essential not only in crisis situations, but also in insurance industry
supervisors’ dayto-day business, especially given their significant role in
preserving financial stability;
• the ability to share information and provide assistance requires a high standard
of confidentiality protection; and
• it is important to acknowledge and emphasise observance of the IAIS Insurance
Core Principles (ICPs).

IAIS ICP & COMFRAME

2.9 The supervisor publishes its requirements, policies and supervisory procedures. The
supervisor consults publicly on significant changes that it makes to requirements, policies
and supervisory procedures.
2.9.1 The supervisor publishes and regularly reviews requirements, policies and
supervisory procedures to ensure they remain appropriate for the characteristics of the
industry, emerging risks and evolving international standards. Some requirements may be
contained in primary legislation, while others may be contained in instruments issued by
the supervisor, such as guidance and industry advice. The supervisor should ensure
these instruments are made available to the public, for example on the supervisor’s
website.
2.9.2 A critical element of transparency is for the supervisor to provide the opportunity for
meaningful public consultation on proposed requirements and supervisory procedures.
Meaningful public consultation benefits from participation by a diversity of stakeholders.
Consequently, the supervisor should have methods in place to encourage and solicit
stakeholder participation.
2.9.3 The supervisor should have written procedures on the types of documents that are
subject to public consultation as well as the process and timelines for consultation. Some
documents used in the supervisory process may not be suitable for consultation, such as
detailed procedural manuals that are used to guide staff of the supervisor in the
performance of their day-to-day duties.
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2.9.4 In some jurisdictions, the development and issuance of requirements may be
outside of the control of the supervisor; for example, the power to enact legislation may
be vested in another government body or supranational bodies that have a direct role in
the legislation in force in their member countries. In such cases, the consultation process
may also be outside the remit of the supervisor. To the extent possible, the supervisor
should be involved in the development of the requirements, for example, by participating
in consultations, and the supervisor should keep the public and the industry informed of
proposed changes.

ICP 4 Licensing
A legal entity which intends to engage in insurance activities must be licensed before it
can operate within a jurisdiction. The requirements and procedures for licensing must be
clear, objective and public, and be consistently applied.
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Introductory Guidance
4.0.1 Licensing contributes to efficiency and stability in the insurance sector. Strict
conditions governing the formal approval through licensing of insurance legal entities are
necessary to protect consumers. The relevant licensing criteria should be applied to
prospective entrants consistently to promote a level playing field at point of admission to
the insurance sector. Licensing requirements and procedures should not be used
inappropriately to prevent or unduly delay access to the market.
4.0.2 The role of the supervisor in licensing is to assess whether insurance legal entities
are able to fulfil their obligations to policyholders on an ongoing basis. The licensing
procedure is the first step towards achieving this objective.
4.0.3 Licensing is distinct from approval granted in terms of general domestic company,
trade or commercial law. Apart from applying for a supervisory licence, other
requirements pertaining to company, trade or commercial law should be met (eg filing
incorporation documents or applying to the registrar of commerce).

Licensing requirements
4.1 The insurance legislation:
• includes a definition of insurance activities which are subject to licensing;
• prohibits unauthorised insurance activities;
• defines the permissible legal forms of domestic insurance legal entities;
• allocates the responsibility for issuing licences; and
• sets out the procedure and form of establishment by which foreign insurers are allowed
to conduct insurance activities within the jurisdiction.
4.1.1 Jurisdictions may decide to exclude some activities from the definition of insurance
activities subject to licensing. Any such activities should be explicitly stated in the
legislation. Jurisdictions may do this for various reasons, such as:
• the insured sums do not exceed certain amounts;
• losses are compensated by payments in kind;
• activities are pursued following the idea of solidarity between policyholders (eg, small
mutuals, cooperatives and other community-based organisations, especially in the case
of microinsurance); or
• the entities’ activities are limited to a certain geographical area, limited to a certain
number or class of policyholders and/or offer special types of cover such as products not
offered by licensed domestic insurance legal entities.
4.1.2 Given the principle that all entities engaged in insurance activities must be licensed,
the exclusion of limited insurance activities from licensing requirements should give due
regard to having appropriate alternative safeguards in place to protect policyholders.
4.1.3 Similarly, jurisdictions may allow a simplified process for non-significant entities (eg
limited geographic scope, limited size, and limited lines of business) for the purposes of
licensing. In such situations, the legislation should state clearly the applicability,
requirements and process for such authorisation.
4.1.4 In jurisdictions where an authority other than the insurance supervisor is responsible
for issuing licences, the insurance supervisor should be able to give input and
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recommend conditions or restrictions (including refusal) on a licence where appropriate to
the licensing authority.

4.3 Licensing requirements and procedures are clear, objective and public, and are
consistently applied. The applicant is required at least to:
• have sound business and financial plans;
• have a corporate or group structure that does not hinder effective supervision;
• establish that the applicant’s Board Members, both individually and collectively, Senior
Management, Key Persons in Control Functions and Significant Owners are suitable;
• have an appropriate governance framework; and
• satisfy capital requirements.

4.3.1 In addition to being publicly available, licensing requirements should also be easily
accessible. Supervisors should issue guidelines on how to file an application for a licence,
which include advice on the required format of documents and the expected time it would
take to process an application upon the receipt of all relevant documents.
4.3.2 Supervisors should assess the applicant’s business and financial plans to ascertain
that the proposed business lines will be soundly managed and adequately capitalised.
Business and financial plans should be projected for a minimum of three years by the
applicant and include information such as the products to be offered, distribution methods
and channels to be used, risk profile, projected setting-up and development costs by
business line, capital requirements and solvency margins. Information regarding
insurance and reinsurance should also be provided.
4.3.3 Where the applicant is part of a group, the applicant should submit its corporate and
group structure, indicating all of the material entities within the group (including both
insurance legal entities and other entities, including non-regulated entities). Information
on the type of related party transactions and/or relationships between all material entities
within the group should also be provided.
4.3.4 The applicant should also provide information to demonstrate the appropriateness
of its systems of risk management and internal controls, including contracts with affiliates,
outsourcing arrangements, information technology systems, policies and processes.
4.3.5 If applying to be licensed to underwrite both life insurance business and non-life
insurance business (where such is allowed), the applicant should demonstrate to the
satisfaction of the supervisor that its systems of risk management and internal controls
are adequate to manage the risks separately for each business stream.
4.3.6 Further guidance on suitability, governance and capital requirements can be found
in ICP 5 (Suitability of Persons), ICP 7 (Corporate Governance), ICP 8 (Risk Management
and Internal Controls) and ICP 17 (Capital Adequacy).
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ICP 5 Suitability of Persons
The supervisor requires Board Members, Senior Management, Key Persons in Control
Functions and Significant Owners of an insurer to be and remain suitable to fulfil their
respective roles.
5.1 Legislation identifies which persons are required to meet suitability requirements. The
legislation includes at least Board Members, Senior Management, Key Persons in Control
Functions and Significant Owners.
5.1.1 Suitability requirements may extend to other individuals (eg financial controllers and
treasurers) to account for the roles of such individuals that may differ depending on the
jurisdiction and the legal form and governance structure of the insurer.

5.2 The supervisor requires that in order to be suitable to fulfil their roles:
• Board Members (individually and collectively), Senior Management and Key Persons in
Control Functions possess competence and integrity; and
• Significant Owners possess the necessary financial soundness and integrity.

Suitability requirements for Board Members, Senior Management and Key Persons in
Control Functions

5.2.1 Competence is demonstrated generally through the level of an individual’s
professional or formal qualifications and knowledge, skills and pertinent experience within
the insurance and financial industries or other businesses. Competence also includes
having the appropriate level of commitment to perform the role. Refer to ICP 7 (Corporate
Governance) with regard to competence and commitment and to ICP 8 (Risk
Management and Internal Controls) with regard to control functions.
5.2.2 Integrity is demonstrated generally through character, personal behaviour and
business conduct.
5.2.3 The supervisor should require the insurer to take the necessary measures to ensure
that these requirements are met by setting high internal standards of ethics and integrity,
promoting sound corporate governance and requiring that these individuals have
pertinent experience, and maintain a sufficient degree of knowledge and decision making
ability.
5.2.4 To ensure an appropriate level of suitability, Board Members, Senior Management
and Key Persons in Control Functions should acquire, maintain and enhance their
knowledge and skills to fulfil their roles, for example, by participating in induction and
ongoing training on relevant issues. Sufficient time, budget and other resources should be
dedicated for this purpose, including external expertise drawn upon as needed. More
extensive efforts should be made to train those with more limited financial, regulatory or
risk-related experience.

ANNEX B: LIST OF OTHER ISG ORGANIZATIONS
INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS UNION (ITU)
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UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (UNIDO)

INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY (IAEA)

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION (IEC)

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION (ICAO)

INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION (IMO)

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION (WMO)

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME (UNODC)

UNITED NATIONS WORLD TOURISM ORGANIZATION (UNWTO)

COMPREHENSIVE NUCLEAR-TEST-BAN TREATY ORGANIZATION (CNTBO)

ORGANISATION FOR THE PROHIBITION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS (OPCW)


