THE RESPONSES OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN TO THE
 UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON CULTURAL RIGHTS ON
THE ISSUE OF THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN SPORTS

1. On April 12, 2024, the Government of Uzbekistan received a request from the UN Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural affairs Alexandra Xanthaki to prepare a report to the UN General Assembly.
1. This response has been prepared by the National Centre of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Human Rights on the basis of information provided by the Ministry of Sport of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the National Olympic Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan
1. Uzbekistan, maintaining constructive interaction with the special mandate holders of the UN Council in the field of culture, provides the following information in response to the questions sent.
1. What are the benefits and potential shortcomings of the exercise of sport and play in developing one’s identity? In developing groups’ identities and cultural diversity? To which extent are these benefits and potential shortcomings reflected in the policies and programmes of your country?
1. The Government of Uzbekistan underlines that the sport plays an important role in promoting health, character and personal development. It also promotes socialisation, international relations and better understanding between different cultures and peoples. In addition, sport can have a significant economic impact by stimulating infrastructure development, job creation and investment. Furthermore, sport plays an important role in building national identity, fostering pride in one's country and raising its profile in the international arena. Sport can influence identity formation by allowing people to identify with a particular group or culture.
1. For example, fans of sports teams often identify with those teams, which can foster a sense of community and patriotism. Sport can also be used to promote certain values and ideas. For example, the Olympic Games are often used to promote ideas of peace, friendship and understanding. At such competitions, athletes represent national states, national anthems are played in honour of the winners, and fans actively use paraphernalia with national symbols. This may be due to historical, cultural or economic factors.
1. For example, «Kurash» (national wrestling) in Uzbekistan are important components of national identity. In such cases, sport becomes a symbol and pride of the uzbek nation, and its successful achievements can reinforce national oneness and appeal to the international community. In this regard, the country pays great attention to the development of national sports and sport in general.
1. At present, legal and regulatory documents are being adopted and a number of measures are being taken to popularise, develop and establish in the world our national sport of «Kurash», which embodies national values, in particular courage, bravery, patriotism and humanism, and to turn «Kurash» into a pearl of world sport:
7.1. Under Presidential Decision No. PP-4881 of 4 November 2020 on measures to develop and further enhance the international prestige of the national sport of «Kurash», the main directions for the development of the national sport of «Kurash» have been defined as the broad involvement of all segments of the population in the practice of «Kurash» and the transformation of «Kurash» in Uzbekistan into a national sport;
	7.2. popularisation of Kurash, achieving its transformation into a pearl of world sport, as well as inclusion of Kurash in the programme of the International Olympic Games;
7.3. creation of the material and technical base and infrastructure necessary for practising Kurash;
7.4. phased inclusion of kurash and combat kurash in the physical training programme of the Armed Forces and law enforcement agencies as priority sports;
7.5. training professional kurash coaches and judges, developing training manuals, and strengthening the scientific and methodological basis of kurash;
	7.6. creation of a brand of Uzbek kurash, production of yaktak sports equipment and gilam mats for kurash with the attraction of investment, and taking measures to commercialise kurash;
7.7. wide propaganda of kurash among the population, including through the mass media.
1. This decree also approved: "Concept for raising the national sport of Kurash to a new level until 2025" and Concept for raising the national sport of Kurash to a new level until 2025".

2. What measures exist in national legislation or elsewhere to ensure that human rights obligations, particularly those relating to the human rights / cultural rights of athletes and sports players, referees, judges as well as spectators, apply to sports governing bodies, organizers of private sporting events or sports companies? How could these frameworks be strengthened?

1. In recent years, systematic efforts have been made to strengthen the legislative, institutional and legal framework for the protection of human rights, to implement international human rights standards in domestic legislation and fulfil international obligations, and to intensify cooperation with international organisations on human rights protection issues.
1. Uzbekistan has currently acceded to more than 80 international human rights instruments, including in the area of sport, and submits national reports on their implementation to the Human Rights Council and United Nations treaty committees on a regular basis. In addition, practical measures are being taken to harmonise national legislation with international human rights law.
1. Taking into account the recommendations of international organisations, including the United Nations treaty bodies and treaty committees, the following were approved: "The National Human Rights Strategy, the Road Map for the implementation of the National Human Rights Strategy, and the Regulations on the procedure for cooperation between State bodies in considering communications and decisions of the United Nations statutory bodies and treaty committees.
1. In addition, article 4 of the Physical Culture and Sport Act provides that the main thrusts of State policy in the area of physical culture and sport include: 
12.1. ensuring the right of everyone to free access to physical culture and sport; 
12.2.  combining State and public administration in the area of physical culture and sport; 
12.3. establishing State guarantees of the rights of citizens in the area of physical culture and sport; 
12.4. establishing State guarantees of the rights of citizens in the area of physical culture and sport;
12.5.  сombining State and public administration in the area of physical culture and sport; 
12.6. establishing State guarantees of citizens' rights in the area of physical culture and sport;
12.7.  preventing discrimination and violence in the area of physical culture and sport;
12.8.  еnsuring the safety of the lives and health of persons engaged in physical culture and sport and of participants and spectators in physical culture and sporting events; 
12.9. promoting the development of physical culture and sport among persons with disabilities and other persons with physical disabilities, as well as population groups in need of increased social protection; 
12.10. сreating conditions for the development and popularization of Uzbekistan's national sports and folk games.
1. Article 25 of the law also stipulates the following rights of an athlete: to choose a type or types of sport; to participate in sports competitions in the chosen type or types of sport in the manner prescribed by the rules of these sports and regulations (rules) on sports competitions; to obtain sports ranks and sports titles when meeting the standards and requirements of the Unified Sports Classification for sports; to conclude employment contracts with physical culture and sports and other organizations in the manner prescribed by law
3. What institutions or mechanisms exist for persons whose right to participate in sports have been violated to make a claim and obtain an effective remedy?
1. The rights and freedoms of citizens enshrined in the Constitution of  and the law are inviolable, and no one may deprive or restrict them without a court of law. Judicial protection of the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of individuals and legal entities is the most important institution of State protection, which is ensured through the administration of justice by an independent judiciary.
1. Under article 29, everyone is guaranteed the right to qualified legal assistance. In cases provided for by law, legal aid shall be provided at the expense of the State. The rights of victims of offences shall be protected by law. The State shall provide victims with defence and access to justice and shall create conditions for the compensation of the damage caused to them.
1. Article 55 of the Constitution also enshrines the right of everyone to defend his or her rights and freedoms by all means not prohibited by law. Everyone is guaranteed judicial protection of his or her rights and freedoms and the right to appeal to the courts against unlawful decisions, acts and omissions by State bodies and other organisations and their officials. Everyone shall be guaranteed the right to have his or her case reviewed by a competent, independent and impartial court within the time limits established by law in order to restore his or her violated rights and freedoms. Everyone has the right, in accordance with the law and Uzbekistan's international treaties, to apply to international bodies for the protection of human rights and freedoms if all available domestic remedies have been exhausted.
1. Article 14 of the Courts of Justice Act establishes the right to judicial defence: "Citizens of the Republic of Uzbekistan, foreign nationals and stateless persons have the right to judicial protection against any unlawful decisions of State or other bodies or acts (or omissions) of their officials, as well as against encroachments on life and health, honour and dignity, personal freedom and property, and other rights and freedoms".
1. Article 25 of the Physical Culture and Sport Act establishes the right of athletes to have their rights and legitimate interests protected by the sports federations (associations) of their chosen sport or sports; and to appeal against the decisions of physical culture and sports organisations and the actions (or inaction) of their officials to higher-level subordinate bodies or officials or to the courts in accordance with the established procedure.
4. What is the role and impact of sports governing bodies or associations on the rights of all persons to participate in sporting life? How can these structures be improved to strengthen participation, governance or accountability?
1. Under the Physical Culture and Sport Act, state support for the development of physical culture and sport is provided by:
19.1. ensuring the participation of athletes in sporting events;
19.2. сreating conditions for the use by physical culture and sports organisations of material, technical and information resources, as well as research and technical developments and technologies;
19.3. мaintaining state-owned physical culture, recreation and sports facilities;
19.4. construction of new and reconstruction of existing sports training bases and centres, sports and educational institutions, including specialised sports and educational institutions, as well as sports and recreational and sports facilities;
19.5. сreating conditions for the development of sports clubs and schools, sports and educational institutions, including specialised sports and educational institutions, sports and health camps, and medical and physical fitness dispensaries;
19.6. сreating conditions for the use of physical education and sport to improve the health of the population, including women and young people and persons with disabilities;
19.7. promoting the development and ensuring the participation of persons with disabilities and other persons with physical disabilities in the Paralympic and Deaflympics, Special Olympics and other sporting events among persons with disabilities;
19.8. organising sporting events, mass sports and physical training.
5. What are main obstacles in ensuring participation of all in sports? You may wish to discuss general obstacles that affect all (such as corruption) or obstacles that are set for specific sections of the population, including any discrimination based on age, colour, sex and gender, sexual orientation, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status.
1. The Government of Uzbekistan is deeply committed to fighting corruption in sport. By implementing strict oversight and transparency measures, ensuring fairness and that opportunities are available to all athletes based on merit and dedication, rather than socio-economic background or personal connections.
1. In our ongoing efforts to advocate for gender equality in sport, Uzbekistan has achieved a significant increase in the participation of women and girls in various sporting disciplines. Through national campaigns and educational programmes, we challenge established stereotypes and promote a culture that values and supports female athletes.
1. Recognising the importance of inclusion, sports policy now strictly takes into account the needs of athletes with disabilities by developing individual programmes and making sports facilities more accessible. 
1. In addition, Uzbekistan recognises the rich diversity of its population by encouraging ethnic minorities and people of different cultures to participate in sport. This approach not only enriches the sporting culture, but also strengthens social cohesion and mutual respect between different communities.
6. What measures has your government/organization taken to limit or to facilitate the participation of athletes as a result of recent or ongoing conflict?
1. There are no conflicts in the country preventing athletes from participating in national and international sporting events.
7. Please discuss any efforts by the State to promote culturally-diverse sporting programmes initiated by cultural communities?
1. Over the past period, a system of management of some types of ethnosports has been created, a pool of athletes and coaches has been formed, and regular holding and financing of competitions has been established, resulting in high performance indicators.
1. In particular, in 2017, Uzbekistan's belt wrestlers took second place in the world ranking, and at the 2020 World Championship - first place among 30 countries.
1. The game of "karabtep" (lanka) has a seven-thousand-year history and is widely spread not only in Central Asia, but also in China, the North Caucasus, Siberia and European countries.
1. The game "chillak" has peculiar peculiarities and subtleties, which requires from the participants cleverness, game culture, physical strength and courage. This game is widespread in Kashkadarya, Samarkand and Surkhandarya provinces.
1. «Ulok-kupkar»i and horse racing competitions are held during the Navruz holiday, harvest festivals, folk festivals and wedding ceremonies. Since 2001, the «Ulok Kupkari» Federation of Uzbekistan has been active, making a major contribution to the organisation and participation of our compatriots in international competitions in «ulok kupkari» and horse racing.
1. At the same time, there are many problems in holding competitions and festivals in ethno-sports on a systematic basis and creating appropriate infrastructure for this in the mahallas, bringing them to the international level, wide propaganda, development and popularisation of national sports and folk games.
1. With this in mind, the Programme for the Popularisation and Development of Ethnosports until 2025 (hereinafter referred to as the Programme) has been developed.
1. The Programme defines the goals, objectives, main directions, prospective stages of systemic development of ethnosports and is the basis for further development of measures in this direction.
1. Presidential Decree No. PP-259 of 25 May 2022 "On measures to popularise and develop ethnosports" provides for the following: to approve the list of ethnosports for which mass sports competitions will be held; to ensure that the funds necessary for holding ethnosports competitions are increased and allocated in the Calendar Plan of Sports and Physical Culture and Mass Events; to take measures, if necessary, to establish sports federations (associations) for the development of certain types of ethnosports; to coordinate the creation of sports federations (associations) for the development of certain types of ethnosports; to coordinate the creation of sports federations (associations) for the development of certain types of ethnosports; and to coordinate the creation of sports federations (associations) for the development of certain types of ethnosports.
8. Please discuss any positive or negative use of indigenous symbols, imagery and names in sport? Are these used with consent and respect?
1. In recent years, special attention has been paid to reviving the historical heritage of the Uzbek people - the national sport of Kurash, which for centuries has been revered as a symbol of nobility, courage, generosity and honesty. With the direct support of the State, Kurash has been widely recognised as an international sport, and terms such as "Kurash", "Khalol", "Ta'zim", "Tukhta" and "Yonbosh" have firmly entered the international sports lexicon. 6 September was established as the Day of the national sport "Kurash".
9. Are traditional indigenous games and sports included in national and international sporting events? Are indigenous peoples included in planning, leadership or governance roles? Do they equally benefit from sporting events in which they participate?
1. The national sport in the Republic of Uzbekistan is Kurash wrestling. 
1. The International Association "Kurash" was founded on 6 September 1998 and unites 129 national federations on 5 continents. European, Asian Pan-American and Oceanic confederations of "Kurash" were formed. 
1. At present about 1 million people all over the world practise Uzbek Kurash. World, continental and national Kurash championships and championships are regularly held in honour of At-Termizi and Pahlavona Mahmud, as well as the Cup of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan and many other international competitions.
10. Do you have any examples of positive and/or negative effect of large sporting events on cultural rights of local communities?
1. Since May 2023, the annual republican festival “Uzbekistan Ethno Games” has been held in various types of ethnosports, and every two years - the review-competition “Palvan Dynasties” with the participation of palvans and dorboz.
1. Thanks to the systematic transformations being carried out in the country, it has become possible to show the whole world our national sports, which are essentially our cultural heritage. According to the Presidential Decree of May 26, mentioned above, it is planned to create a list of types of ethnosports that UNESCO can assign the status of intangible cultural heritage, and provide their recommendation. This work is carried out with the involvement of qualified specialists and international experts. After all, this is one of the opportunities to preserve our traditions, the memory of the way of life of our ancestors and pass on knowledge to new generations.
1. 4 November 2020 Presidential Decree PP-4881 "On measures to develop and further increase the international prestige of the national sport of Kurash" was adopted, approved the concept to raise the national sport of Kurash to a new level by 2025, the "Roadmap" for its implementation in 2020-2021, as well as target indicators (indicators) for the popularisation of Kurash in 2020-2025.
1. The main goal of the concept is the official inclusion of Kurash in the African, Pan-American, European Continental Games and its recognition by the International Olympic Committee through recognition by the AIMS organisation "Association of Independently Recognised Members of Sport", as well as the creation of all necessary conditions for its inclusion in the programme of the International Olympic Games until 2028.

