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Governance


3. What is the role and impact of sports governing bodies or associations on the rights of all persons to participate in sporting life? How can these structures be improved to strengthen participation, governance or accountability?


Grischka Petri has addressed this question in Petri, Grischka
Cultural Monopolies: The Cases of International Sports Associations and Internet Platforms In: 15 Years of the UNESCO Diversity of Cultural Expressions Convention. Actors, Processes and Impact / Barreiro Carril, Beatriz; Jakubowski, Andrzej; Lixinski, Lucas (eds.); Oxford: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2023, pp. 139-159.) 

Petri looks into sports associations, particularly into football associations and its relation with (cultural) communities. Since football is such a commercialised sport, he is interested in looking into examples of “self-empowerment of football supporters’ communities, for example, the foundation of the Independent Manchester United Supporters Association (IMUSA) in 1995”[footnoteRef:2].  As Petri observes:  [2:  Petri, Grischka Cultural Monopolies: The Cases of International Sports Associations and Internet Platforms In: 15 Years of the UNESCO Diversity of Cultural Expressions Convention. Actors, Processes and Impact / Barreiro Carril, Beatriz; Jakubowski, Andrzej; Lixinski, Lucas (eds.); Oxford: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2023, p. 154] 


“Acts of self-organisation can go even further. In 2005, Manchester United supporters opposing American businessman Malcolm Glazer’s takeover of the Premier League club. While the opposition of the IMUSA ultimately failed in stopping this takeover, a series of meetings led to the founding by disaffected of the FC United of Manchester”[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  Ibid.] 


The history of this alternative club can be found it is website.[footnoteRef:4] It is, in their member’s own terms  [4:  See https://fc-utd.co.uk/history] 

“a member owned democratic, not-for-profit organisation created by Manchester United fans. A club accessible to all of the Greater Manchester community, dedicated to encouraging participation of youth whether it be playing or supporting and to providing affordable football for all”[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  See https://fc-utd.co.uk/history] 


The cultural participation goes hand by hand with their legal power (“Our Club, Our Rules”[footnoteRef:6]), which is very in line with the General Comment 21 of the ESCR on the Right to Take Part in Cultural Life. The GC states that this right includes the right of tak(ing) part freely in an active and informed way, and without
discrimination, in any important decision-making process that may have an impact on his or her way of life and on his or her rights under article 15, paragraph 1 (a)” –par. 49.e–)[footnoteRef:7] [6:  https://fc-utd.co.uk/history]  [7:  Document E/C.12/GC/21, 21 December 2009] 


For Petri, “[t]he decisive step is (…) to organise the community into an entity that is potentially a legal entity; to turn culture into law”. Along with the Manchester example, he put the examples of Hamburg, and Wimbledon, which made use of this possibility.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Petri, Op, Cit. p. 155.] 


He also reflects on the differences but also links between cultural communities and online communities with a special focus on the effects of the pandemic of COVID-19 in the way sports’fans participate in the cultural life associated to such sports.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Ibid. p. 153.] 


Another topic relevant for this call that Petri addresses is the role of the “organisers of (…) global sports events”. In the eyes of Petri “the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA)” are monopolists since “international sports competitions are organised around the principle that every association exclusively represents their discipline.”[footnoteRef:10] FIFA World Cup generates lots of profits and in order to maximise them “FIFA attempts to influence national legislation to secure their marketing monopoly.”[footnoteRef:11] Therefore, Petri considers it needs "democratically legitimised, normative control”[footnoteRef:12].  [10:  Ibid. p. 150.]  [11:  Ibid. ]  [12:  Ibid. p. 158.] 






