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As a non-governmental civil society organization, we at
AWTAD Organization for Combating Corruption
followed with interest the issuance of the Human Rights
Council Resolution on April 3rd, No. (A/HRC/51/L.37)
regarding the negative impact of not returning funds
derived from an illicit source to their countries.
Indigenous interests in the enjoyment of human rights,
and the importance of improving international
cooperation.

It is no secret to everyone that the UN Security Council
issues sanctions against people and groups obstructing
peace in many countries, and the most important of these
sanctions is the freezing of funds and property, butitis
only a temporary freeze as a tool to pressure individuals
and groups to limit the use of those funds and property in
financing the conflict, before taking action. The UN
Security Council issued decisions to lift these sanctions
and end the freeze on funds and property in the event of
reaching peace initiatives and ending the conflict in those
areas.

However, much of this frozen property has been proven to
have been obtained from illegal sources, whether through
corruption, plundering public wealth, exploitation of
influence, or from the proceeds of transnational organized
crimes and others, and therefore they are subject to the
United Nations Convention against Corruption and the
United Nations Convention on Transnational Organized
Crime. The STAR initiative to recover stolen funds and
relevant human rights resolutions and conventions, which
must be confiscated and recovered for the benefit of the
countries from which they were stolen or collected in their
territories.

An example of this is what was stated in paragraphs (175)
to (200) of the letter of the Group of Experts on Yemen
(established under Article 21 of Security Council
Resolution 2140 (2014) S/IRES/2140 (2014)) submitted to
the United Nations Security Council. S/2015/125 of 20
February 2015, which included clear provisions
confirming that funds and property subject to freezing in
accordance with the UN Security Council resolution had
been obtained from illegal sources.
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The corrupt practices mainly include plundering money
and public funds, taking bribes, and abusing power
through extortion, embezzlement, smuggling, and
laundering money outside Yemen over the past decades.

We are in the AWTAD Organization for Combating
Corruption, and through our “Peace Without
Corruption” campaign, which we launched for the first
time in 2018, we asked the international community
that the peace agreements that will be reached include
clear texts adhering to international agreements,
charters, and treaties related to transparency,
combating corruption, and avoiding impunity. And
recover the stolen money. And not to recognize any
peace negotiations that violate these international
agreements and covenants.

The peace agreements should explicitly stipulate the
right of the Yemeni people to recover their stolen
money and wealth and prosecute those involved, and
that those funds should not be used to pay
compensation to the parties to the conflict.

Lifting the freeze on property obtained from illegal
sources is a serious violation of international
agreements and covenants, in addition to the expected
risks of using it later to provoke more crises and finance
armed conflict, and with it more human rights
violations and more crimes against citizens.

Some people think that lifting international sanctions on
frozen funds obtained from illegal sources may
contribute to ending conflicts and achieving peace and
stability, but thinking in this way is very wrong, and
many events have proven that this type of peace is
fragile and time-limited, and that conflicts come back
again and again. Others are more widespread than
before, and the plunder of public wealth and the
collection of illicit funds continue, which are harnessed
to finance more conflicts, political crises, and human
rights violations.
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The Security Council and the international community
must take into account the humanitarian and tragic
situation that citizens suffer from in conflict and crisis
areas, and their right to recover their looted funds, and
harness them to achieve comprehensive development.

We call on the United Nations and States Parties to
confiscate funds acquired from illegal sources and frozen
under international sanctions, establish a fund for
confiscated funds and assets, and develop a consensual
and transparent mechanism for spending them to finance
strategic infrastructure projects in their countries of
origin, and enable civil society to participate effectively
in monitoring the freezing procedures. Confiscating and
recovering stolen public funds.

AWTAD Organization for Combating Corruption
A Yemeni non-governmental organization

It has special consultative status with the United
Nations Economic and Social Council
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