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Maldives’s Replies to the report on “Access to information on climate change and human rights”

1. What kind of information should be collected and shared to identify and prevent negative impacts on human rights arising from climate change and climate change response measures? What kind of information can be particularly challenging to access and why?

States must integrate human rights principles into climate change actions, respecting, protecting, fulfilling, and promoting all human rights for all individuals without discrimination. 

Climate change impacts various human rights, including the right to life, which can be threatened directly or indirectly. The right to self-determination necessitates that communities affected by climate change have a say in decisions, while the right to development ensures that climate actions do not hinder progress. Additionally, climate impacts can compromise the rights to food, water, health, housing, and education, as well as the rights of future generations, whose well-being must be safeguarded despite climate challenges. 

Accessing information presents challenges due to the complexity of climate change, making it difficult to comprehensively assess its human rights impacts. Data gaps, particularly regarding specific impacts and vulnerable populations, and the need for disaggregated data that considers factors like gender, age, and disability, further complicate this task. Data incompatibility, conflicting formats, and the lack of comprehensive data quality control and assurance guidelines hinder data integration and validation. Moreover, insufficient data makes future projections uncertain, and the unique geography of places like the Maldives limits the feasibility of using external data as a reference. 

An interdisciplinary approach, integrating climate science, human rights, and social data, is essential to address these challenges effectively.


2. Are existing approaches to collect, share and monitor information on climate change and human rights sufficient for the public to assess the magnitude of actual and potential negative impacts on their human rights, and the adequacy of States’ responses to these risks? How can these approaches be improved?

Existing approaches in the Maldives to collect, share, and monitor information on climate change and human rights are insufficient for the public to assess the magnitude of actual and potential negative impacts on their human rights and the adequacy of States’ responses to these risks. The main challenges include acquiring relevant information from government institutions and the limited reflection of climate actions in local policies and regulations, especially concerning human rights. 

To improve these approaches, strategies could include collaborating with local communities, NGOs, and researchers to gather robust data, prioritizing disaggregated data to understand the experiences of vulnerable groups, and educating the public about the impact of climate change on human rights. Additionally, fostering transparency by sharing information through accessible channels, integrating human rights principles into climate policies and adaptation measures, and ensuring access to essential information, participation, and access to justice are crucial. Strengthening cooperation among small island states to share best practices and advocating for global efforts to address climate-induced human rights challenges are also necessary steps for improvement.


3. Are there undue barriers to obtain access to information on human rights and climate change that is up to date? (e.g., language and technical accessibility, use of technology, grounds for non-disclosure, other?)

In the Maldives, a significant challenge to understanding the effects of climate change on human rights is the lack of data sharing policies, which hinders government institutions from exchanging crucial information. Even if there were no barriers to accessing information, the scarcity of necessary data would still impede comprehensive knowledge in this area. Currently, there is no centralized data storage, leading to a dispersion of information across various institutions' own storage mediums. Antiquated data from the infancy days of climate research is not readily available due to a lack of digitization and standardized archival.

Private actors often exhibit disinclination and concern about sharing data, despite the use of data obfuscation techniques and the non-disclosure of sensitive data. Reports and data typically lack summaries in the native language for stakeholders that are not well-versed in the technical aspects. Inefficiency in the dissemination of new reports and publications to the public further intensifies this issue, preventing the public from being kept up to date with the latest developments.


4. Are there examples in which international cooperation effectively supported public access to information on climate change and human rights? What are the challenges in implementing UNFCCC Articles 4 (public access to information) and 6 (public awareness), and Paris Agreement Article 12 (public access to information), and other international instruments and processes that can support/contribute to international cooperation on access to information on climate change and human rights?

The Maldives has strong stakeholder participation in almost all of its climate actions. The Maldives is working with stakeholders towards developing a centralized database for climate data and reconditioning current digital infrastructure to make information more readily accessible. However, the lack of local policies and insufficient resources and budgetary support that integrate climate change and human rights prevent effective information dissemination and sharing.


5. Are there concrete examples of, or specific challenges for business to communicate information on risks, including in different countries, in relation to climate change and human rights? What are the barriers for the rights holders to access to this information and to evaluate the adequacy of an enterprise’s response to these risks? Are there specific examples of State regulation that have significantly improved access to information held by private actors on climate change and human rights?

There is a lack of data sharing policies that enforce government institutions and businesses to share information. Additionally, there is no convenient method or gateway for businesses to communicate climate information to relevant authorities. A substantial portion of businesses do not take climatic conditions into account when conducting risk assessments. The disinclination of businesses to share previously recorded data with collaborators leads to replication of data. Consequently, many policy decisions are informed by limited open-source, publicly accessible data.


6. What are the impacts on human rights of inadequate access to information from public authorities and/or business? Are there concrete examples of, or specific challenges in, collecting and sharing information on disproportionate levels of actual and potential harm from climate change and climate change response measures (disaggregated data on Indigenous Peoples, women, children, local communities, persons with disabilities, older persons, persons living in extreme poverty, others)?

Inadequate access to information from public authorities and businesses significantly impacts human rights, as it hinders the ability to hold these entities accountable for their actions. Transparency is essential for responsible governance and preventing abuses. Access to information empowers individuals and communities to participate in decision-making processes, and when this information is lacking, marginalized groups may be excluded from crucial discussions. Adequate information helps protect human rights by enabling communities to prepare for extreme weather events or adapt to changing conditions.
Challenges in collecting and sharing information on climate change impacts include difficulties in obtaining disaggregated data by gender, ethnicity, and disability, which are necessary to reveal disproportionate impacts on specific groups. For instance, Indigenous Peoples’ traditional knowledge and vulnerabilities to climate change are often overlooked; women face gender-specific impacts such as unequal access to resources during disasters; children’s unique vulnerabilities and rights need consideration; local communities require customized data for localized adaptation strategies; persons with disabilities need climate resilience planning to address their specific needs; older persons’ vulnerability increases with age; and persons in extreme poverty face heightened risks. Ensuring that climate-related data are accessible to all, including marginalized groups, remains a challenge, exacerbated by the digital divide. Additionally, businesses often lack transparency in disclosing climate risks and their impact on human rights, hindering informed decision-making.
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