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1. What kind of information should be collected and shared to identify and prevent negative impacts on human rights arising from climate change and climate change response measures? What kind of information can be particularly challenging to access and why?  

a. Lack of comprehensive database on urban poor: Negative impacts on human rights for marginalised communities essentially arise from lack of documentation. This entails that the marginalised populations are not accounted for in important databases which can otherwise enable them to access services both climate and social. For instance, the urban poor informal[footnoteRef:0] settlements are not accounted for in the city Development Plans, thus become unrecognised for service provision. The urban poor in such a context already occupy extremely climate sensitive locations such as wetlands, hilltops, river banks etc rendering them highly vulnerable to climate impacts. However, despite being the majority of the population in the city they are not accounted for officially thus the state bypasses service provision to them. In 2022 YUVA initiated geo-tagging of urban poor settlements in Navi Mumbai and Vasai-Virar cities in India, which represents a crucial step towards addressing this information gap (YUVA, 2023). By systematically documenting and mapping urban poor settlements, the locations of these settlements were overlapped with Climate Hazard Mapping in order to recognise climate hotspots (Climate Hazard Mapping https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=186OX5TvXci1XJ28HjFE61fixwwbMVPW0&usp=sharing). This form of recognitional justice enables identification of the most vulnerable to climate impacts and thus driving efforts for securing their human rights and adaptation needs.  [0:  In the Indian context, urban poor communities are often categorised based on their status as formal or informal settlements. Formal settlements are recognized by the state, whereas informal settlements remain unrecognised.] 


b. Lack of informal workers documentation: Informal workers, which includes vulnerable livelihoods like domestic workers, street vendors, construction labourers; who face significant challenges due to climate change are underrepresented in national databases. Access to social protection measures primarily requires robust documentation, which is entirely inaccessible to these individuals. In lieu of climate change impacts, access to such schemes becomes important forms of protecting workers human rights. Therefore documentation of and provision for the most vulnerable livelihoods become inherent in achieving climate justice.

c. Caste based unequal impacts of climate change: Further in the Indian context, historically, people from lower castes have faced escalating conflicts over resource and subsistence rights, livelihood rights, extraction of raw materials, ecosystem alterations amongst others (Sharma, 2023). With intensifying climate impacts the intensity of their vulnerability is further exacerbated. For example, in 2022, YUVA conducted a Climate Vulnerability Assessment (VA) in Ambojwadi, an urban poor community in Mumbai. The assessment revealed that individuals involved in manual scavenging, predominantly from the most marginalised castes - Dalits, are significantly underrepresented in national databases. Their work entails cleaning rivers and drains before the monsoon season to prevent flooding, yet they themselves are not services with protective gear or healthcare services (Parmar D. et. al. 2022). Thus, in order to aptly protect human rights, robust databases of the most vulnerable groups should feature caste induced vulnerable populations primarily, along with livelihood and location based vulnerable populations. 

d. Gaps in disaster response mechanisms: Additionally, these communities often lack access to crucial information related to climate risk reduction and adaptation measures, further hindering their preparedness for climate change impacts (Dodman and Satterthwaite, 2008; German Advisory Council on Global Change, 2016). To effectively identify and prevent negative impacts on human rights resulting from climate change and related response measures, various types of information need to be collected and shared. First, it is essential to gather vulnerability data specific to climate hazards, due to hazards’ direct implication on human rights. For instance, in Bharat Nagar, located in Mumbai's M East Ward, residents were unaware of the life-threatening risk posed by a maladaptive wall intended for disaster management. This lack of awareness resulted in 20 casualties during a landslide on July 18, 2021. After the 2021 landslide, 74 vulnerable areas were identified by MCGM and MHADA, focusing on the eastern suburbs, particularly in S-Ward (Bhandup), L-Ward (Kurla), and N-Ward (Ghatkopar). Implementing and disseminating early warning systems in such areas can prevent these tragedies and ensure timely evacuation and safety measures.


2. Are existing approaches to collect, share and monitor information on climate change and human rights sufficient for the public to assess the magnitude of actual and potential negative impacts on their human rights, and the adequacy of States’ responses to these risks? How can these approaches be improved?

a. Need for mainstreaming climate justice: In the Indian context, there are significant gaps in acknowledging climate change as a universal threat that needs to be integrated across various departments at the city, state, and national levels. This inconsistency is highlighted by contradictory proposals. For instance, the proposed International Airport in Navi Mumbai plans to re-engineer vast areas of ecologically sensitive mangrove forests, while municipal corporations simultaneously promote tree plantation at individual household level. These contradictions can be absolved by mainstreaming climate justice across the national, state and city levels. 

b. Prioritising People’s Participation: The existing approach on climate action is led by private consultants or government officials; these do not account for the needs of the most vulnerable populations, let alone building their climate resilience capacities. Therefore there’s a need for integrating participatory methods of data collection with most vulnerable populations leading the data collection, analysis, implementation and monitoring process. This ensures that the perspective of those who are systematically marginalised, unheard, and disproportionately impacted by climate change are valued and are rightfully part of the decisions impacting them.
 
c. Collaborating with people’s organisations: In order to implement people’s participation for apt representation of climate impacts on people, it is imperative that the state actively pushes for collaboration with civil society and people’s organisations. 

3. Are there undue barriers to obtain access to information on human rights and climate change that is up to date? (eg, language and technical accessibility, use of technology, grounds for non-disclosure, other?)

Yes, there are significant barriers to obtaining up-to-date information on human rights and climate change. These barriers include language, technical accessibility, and data exclusion.

Climate change is closely linked to social vulnerability. YUVA's 2022 VA highlighted that the lack of housing documentation and recognition of urban poor informal settlements prevents residents from accessing housing rights and information. As a result, these communities are forced to live in unsafe conditions without access to basic services. The state often ignores documentation of these informal settlements in order to disregard the responsibility of service provision. This form of selective data collection makes the marginalised communities politically vulnerable and less able to cope with challenges.

Additionally, databases on climate change, such as state, national, and city climate action plans, are often technical, rendering them inaccessible for large populations. This entails that such plans and documents should be translated into local languages. Further, resources need to be allocated for dissemination of such information through awareness campaigns in collaboration with community based organisations or civil society organisations.

Likewise, international climate change negotiations spaces are also not accessible to the most vulnerable. The international language and narrative of climate change has largely been inclined towards conversations on emissions and individual change, while the impacts on the marginalised poor communities are scarcely articulated. Spaces for conversations on climate change are largely inaccessible owing to the lack of regional context and language. Despite experiencing climate change impacts at the front, rural/local issues find it difficult to be placed in the sphere of policy and advocacy at all levels. This requires an active push for participation and enabling spaces for most marginalised populations. 


4. Are there examples in which international cooperation effectively supported public access to information on climate change and human rights? What are the challenges in implementing UNFCCC Articles 4 (public access to information) and 6 (public awareness), and Paris Agreement Article 12 (public access to information), and other international instruments and processes that can support/contribute to international cooperation on access to information on climate change and human rights?

Examples of Effective International Cooperation

a. COP Processes: The COP meetings provide a structured, annual forum for continuous global dialogue on climate issues, ensuring that momentum is maintained in international climate action efforts.

b. IPCC Reports: TThe IPCC’s rigorous and detailed reports provide a robust foundation for understanding climate change, helping to inform public discourse and policy decisions with scientific evidence.

Challenges:

a. Exclusivity in Processes: Both COP and IPCC processes are often seen as exclusive, with limited space for grassroots communities- individuals and civil society organisations in the actual negotiations. More efforts are needed to engage grassroots voices, especially the most vulnerable populations, in these high-level discussions.

b. Lack of awareness at the decision making front: Decision-makers at the national, state, and city levels, as well as at the grassroots level, need training on human rights, climate change and climate justice. This is imperative as most mitigation and adaptation efforts require synergies at the top level, which currently is in contradiction with climate action.

c. Need for Popular Education Materials: IPCC reports are highly technical, making them inaccessible to the general public. There is a need for these documents to be translated into popular education materials that can be widely disseminated and easily understood by non-experts. 

d. Lack of Grassroots Collaboration: The IPCC processes currently do not provide sufficient space for collaboration with grassroots organisations that spearhead human rights based climate action. Evidence for the impacts of climate change often felt the highest at grassroots level, making it imperative for the IPCC to actively seek partnerships with civil society. Furthermore, the IPCC should consider developing a report with a specific focus on human rights to highlight the intersection between climate change and human rights issues. This would help emphasise the importance of addressing both environmental and social impacts in climate policy and action.

e. Political and Institutional Barriers: In countries like India, there is political reluctance to share information coupled with a lack of institutional capacity for community based organisations, which hinders the effective dissemination of climate-related information. Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) should actively seek dialogues with civil society organisations, but often work in silos, with only national think tanks able to access and voice their opinions on these platforms.


5. Are there concrete examples of, or specific challenges for business to communicate information on risks, including in different countries, in relation to climate change and human rights? What are the barriers for the rights holders to access to this information and to evaluate the adequacy of an enterprise’s response to these risks? Are there specific examples of State regulation that have significantly improved access to information held by private actors on climate change and human rights?

It's important to recognize that grassroots organisations often struggle to access business resources and information on climate change due to siloed processes and strict monitoring mechanisms. Specific Challenges for business to communicate information on risks include: 
a. Complexity of Information: Businesses need to simplify complex issues without losing crucial details.
b. Cultural and Linguistic Barriers: Differences in language, cultural norms, and literacy levels can hinder effective communication.
c. Lack of Trust: Historical mistrust between communities and businesses can impede open dialogue.

State regulation on improved access to information held by private actors include (examples from Maharashtra state in India):
a. Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB): The MPCB mandates public hearings for environmental clearances for major industrial projects. However large scale industries easily bypass these norms and are not held accountable for pollution levels.

b. Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): The EIA process in India requires companies to conduct environmental assessments and make these reports available to the public. However, many environmentally hazardous projects receive approval by diluting or bypassing the EIA processes, rendering these processes ineffective.

c. Maharashtra State Action Plan on Climate Change (MSAPCC): Maharashtra's Climate Action Plan includes measures to enhance transparency and stakeholder engagement. These documents are made available to the public, providing insights into how private sector activities align with state climate goals. Despite its visionary approach, the MSAPCC  fails to recognise climate adaptation and mitigation measures for the most vulnerable populations. It in fact spearheads corporate vested interests over climate just measures. 

It is important to note that in order to mainstream climate justice, business led interventions and databases have to be aligned with justice principles. In the Issue Brief by BSR on "Co-creating Climate Justice Interventions Between Business and Communities," there are ten Principles for Climate Justice Co-creation (Russler L., et. al. 2024). A key principle among them is the need to "Communicate Transparently." It notably highlights that businesses should engage with communities by understanding their experiences and needs, allocating sufficient time for decision-making, and enabling an inclusive environment that addresses power imbalances and ensures safety (ibid.). 

6. What are the impacts on human rights of inadequate access to information from public authorities and/or business? Are there concrete examples of, or specific challenges in, collecting and sharing information on disproportionate levels of actual and potential harm from climate change and climate change response measures (disaggregated data on Indigenous Peoples, women, children, local communities, persons with disabilities, older persons, persons living in extreme poverty, others)?

a. Lack of Informed Participation: Without access to accurate information, communities cannot effectively participate in decision-making processes that affect their lives. This undermines the principle of free, prior, and informed consent, especially crucial for Indigenous Peoples.
b. Inequality and Discrimination: Unequal access to information exacerbates existing inequalities. For example, through YUVA’s VA it was revealed that persons with disabilities were disproportionately impacted by climate change impacts due to lack of access to social protection and climate adaptation.
c. Historical Neglect and Systemic Inequalities: Long-standing neglect and systemic biases result in the underrepresentation of marginalised communities in official data. For example, informal settlements have not been documented in city Development Plans, leaving residents invisible in planning and response efforts.
d. Lack of comprehensive databases on disabled persons: Findings from YUVA’s VA in Mumbai showcased that persons with disability suffer high consequences of climate change yet no form of basic survival needs reach them. This reiterates the need for mainstreaming climate action across all human rights fronts and reflecting them into multi level policy and implementation actions.  
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