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SUBMISSION TO CALL FOR INPUT ON ACCESS TO INFORMATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR) welcomes the call for submissions on access to information on climate change and human rights by the Special Rapporteur on climate change.
In our capacity as Denmark's national human rights institution, we have a mandate to promote human rights at the national and international levels. As part of our international work, we engage with state actors, civil society organisations and fellow NHRIs in different regions of the world. 
This involvement has allowed us to learn about barriers and gaps in access to information in the context of climate change and human rights.
Consequently, we share the following points of consideration under question number six of the present call, highlighting our main findings on four of our thematic areas with concrete national examples: environmental defenders; indigenous peoples rights; small-scale fisheries; and just energy transition. 
6. What are the impacts on human rights of inadequate access to information from public authorities and/or business? Are there concrete examples of, or specific challenges in, collecting and sharing information on disproportionate levels of actual and potential harm from climate change and climate change response measures (disaggregated data on Indigenous Peoples, women, children, local communities, persons with disabilities, older persons, persons living in extreme poverty, others)?
1 ENVIROMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
As part of our work on human rights and sustainable development, we have developed the Right to Defend Rights Tool[footnoteRef:2], a framework to systematically monitor progress on the enabling environment for human rights defenders in accordance with human rights norms and standards. [2:  For more information on the Right to Defend Rights Tool See: About | FURTHERING THE RIGHT TO DEFEND RIGHTS (humanrights.dk)] 

We implemented this monitoring framework in, among other countries, Colombia and Honduras, two countries with the most challenging contexts in Latin America for the defence of human rights and the environment, including climate change. 
Honduras 
Through a participatory process, we collected information on the enabling environment for the defence of human rights between the years 2020-2022. The complete data can be found in the Tool’s Data Explorer.[footnoteRef:3] We also produced an analytical report with recommendations about human rights defenders.[footnoteRef:4] For this submission we highlight the following:  [3:  To access the Right to Defend Rights Data Explorer See: Data Explorer | FURTHERING THE RIGHT TO DEFEND RIGHTS (humanrights.dk) ]  [4:  Danish Institute for Human Rights (2024). El Derecho a Defender Derechos en Honduras (only available in Spanish) EL DERECHO A DEFENDER DERECHOS EN HONDURAS: INFORME SOBRE LA IMPLEMENTACIÓN DE LA HERRAMIENTA “EL DERECHO A DEFENDER DERECHOS” DEL INSTITUTO DANÉS DE DERECHOS HUMANOS (humanrights.dk)] 

· In Honduras, there are serious barriers to accessing public information, including environmental data. There is no unified system for collecting information on environmental regulations and the responses to requests for public information on environmental matters are often incomplete or inexistent. This hinders the role of environmental defenders and prevents society from having a complete picture of the climate crisis in Honduras.
· Widespread insecurity and violence against defenders impede them from carrying out their work and disseminating information on the human rights situation in the country. 13 defenders’ organisations and platforms were consulted in the application of the Tool, only 53.8% of them responded that they feel ‘free’ or ‘very free’ to express their opinions and impart information on environmental and territorial issues. 
· The use of criminal law to persecute environmental defenders is worrying. Notably, in the case of Guapinol, 8 human rights defenders were unjustly imprisoned for their opposition to mining activities on the Guapinol River. In 2023, two Guapinol defenders were killed, which is added to the extensive list of killings against environmental defenders.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  The Guapinol case has been extensively documented by UN agencies and human rights organisations. See for instance: OHCHR (2021). Honduras: Release Guapinol defenders and honour pledges made to UN – human rights experts. Honduras: Release Guapinol defenders and honour pledges made to UN – human rights experts | OHCHR ] 


Colombia
In relation to Colombia[footnoteRef:6], we underline the following findings: [6:  The results of the Colombia process are publicly available in the Data Explorer. See: Data Explorer | FURTHERING THE RIGHT TO DEFEND RIGHTS (humanrights.dk). An analytical report is soon to be published. ] 

· During 2020 – 2022, 97 environmental defenders were killed in Colombia, which is part of a widespread persecution against defenders in the context of the implementation of the peace accords.
· The offences of defamation and slander are used against environmental defenders. Over the mentioned period, 44 defenders were prosecuted under these criminal offences, of which 5 were leaders of indigenous communities and 2 were leaders of peasant organisations. This is an important barrier to the right to freedom of opinion and speech in the context of climate change. 
2 indigenous peoples
The DIHR is part of the Indigenous Navigator[footnoteRef:7] consortium, which offers tools and resources to engage indigenous peoples in systematically monitoring the level of recognition and implementation of their rights. In 2023, we supported the implementation of the national questionnaire on the Navigator and three community questionnaires in Honduras[footnoteRef:8], in partnership with the grass root organisation CEHPRODEC[footnoteRef:9]. For this submission we call attention to the following: [7:  For more information on the Indigenous Navigator see Indigenous Navigator ]  [8:  To access the data collected in the process of implementation see the Indigenous Navigator Data Portal: Indigenous Navigator Survey, Data and Index modules | Indigenous Navigator]  [9:  CEHPRODEC produced an analytical report on the implementation of the Indigenous Navigator (only available in Spanish). See CEHPRODEC (2024). Informe sobre la implementación del Navegador Indígena en Honduras. FINAL-Informe-CUMPLIMIENTO-DDHH-PUEBLOS-INDIGENAS-EN-HONDURAS.pdf (cehprodechn.org)] 

· Food insecurity is a big problem among indigenous communities in Honduras, which is associated with a limited access to natural resources and adverse climate conditions, among others. However, the government of Honduras has not conducted a national census since 2013 which entails a lack of characterisation of the indigenous population of this country.[footnoteRef:10] The absence of official data renders almost invisible, the consequences of climate change on the rights of indigenous communities. [10:  Ibid. Pag. 45. ] 

The above is especially problematic for the Tolupan indigenous community, particularly in Vegas de Tepemechin where the heat waves in the period June – August significantly affects their ancestral crops and sources of food.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Ibid. Pag. 34. ] 

· The lack of a regulation on the right to consultation and free, prior, and informed consent implies an absent participation of indigenous communities in the decision-making process regarding the development of projects in their territories.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Ibid. Pag. 14.] 

· This is in addition to the lack of legal recognition of ancestral titles to their lands. While there are ‘historical’ titles, most indigenous communities do not have legal titles over their territories. Therefore, there is insufficient information on the real extent of indigenous territories and the impact of climate change on them.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Ibid. Pag. 40. ] 

3 SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES 
Climate change is impacting the subsistence and traditional livelihoods and culture of small-scale fishers and Indigenous fishing communities; however, little is known on the extension of these impacts. Also, Indigenous Peoples have traditional knowledge that is crucial for the conservation and sustainable use of aquatic resources and ecosystems.[footnoteRef:14] However, this traditional knowledge is often disregarded in legislation, policies, and implementation practices. For this submission, we present the following national examples of this issue: [14:  See Danish Institute for Human Rights (2023) Indigenous Peoples’ customary fishing rights: Key Issues and Input from the Expert Meeting on Indigenous Peoples and Fisheries INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ CUSTOMARY FISHING RIGHTS: KEY ISSUES AND INPUT FROM THE EXPERT MEETING ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND FISHERIES, 2023 (humanrights.dk); Danish Institute for Human Rights (2023) Cases Concerning Indigenous Peoples’ rights and fisheries. CASES CONCERNING INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ RIGHTS AND FISHERIES (humanrights.dk)] 


Bangladesh
· Artisanal coastal fishers in Bangladesh whose livelihood, standard of living and human dignity is threated by environmental degradation and climate change-induced disasters require special attention on behalf of authorities. The study ‘Sector-wide Human Rights Impact Assessment (SWIA) in small-scale artisanal fishing communities in Barguna and Cox’s Bazar district of Bangladesh[footnoteRef:15] documented the climate change impacts on fishers’ and coastal communities’ livelihoods and standard of living are documented. The study calls for increased efforts on behalf of the State towards ensuring public awareness on changes in the environment attributed to climate change to enable fishers to mobilize stronger engagement in promoting regulation and enforcement of regulation that protects ocean resources and the coastal environment in line with framework Principle 6 (A/HRC/37/59). [15:  BILS, COAST Trust and Manusher Jonno Foundation (2021). Sector-wide Human Rights Impact Assessment (SWIA) in small-scale artisanal fishing communities in Barguna and Cox’s Bazar district of Bangladesh. SWIA-Report-Final.pdf (manusherjonno.org)] 

Chile
· The ‘Salmon industry and human rights in Chile: Sector-Wide Impact Assessment’[footnoteRef:16] report highlights the environmental impacts of salmon farming and its relation to climate change in the areas of Chiloé, in Los Lagos region, and channels in Aysen region, where the salinity of water has increased due to the salmon industry activities with a direct impact on the rising sea temperatures.[footnoteRef:17] As a concrete example on access to information, the report presents the case-study of community opposition to salmon farming in Cobquecura, Ñuble region.[footnoteRef:18] The involvement and participation of the community in 11 environmental impact assessments was essential to stop the expansion of the industry into the Cobquecura area. This a good practice on how the access to information and participation on environmental matters is important to tackle the negative impacts of business activities that contribute to climate degradation, from the perspective of community mobilisation.  [16:  Danish Institute for Human Rights, INDH Chile (2021). Sector-Wide Impact Assessment: THE SALMON INDUSTRY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE. The Salmon Industry and Human Rights in Chile.PDF]  [17:  Ibid. Pag. 194. ]  [18:  Ibid. Pag. 204.] 

4 JUST ENERGY TRANSITION
 
Large-scale renewable energy projects are not immune to the likelihood of causing negative environmental impacts and human rights harm, despite their potential to provide alternative energy sources. In the ´Study on Business, Environment and Human rights in Honduras’[footnoteRef:19] we provide an analysis of the impacts on human rights of the renewable energy sector in Honduras which identifies challenges and opportunities regarding the protection of, and respect for, human rights[footnoteRef:20]. In this study, we highlight the importance of strengthening Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and environmental licensing processes in Honduras, especially the need to strengthen access to information and effective participation of potentially affected communities.[footnoteRef:21] [19:  Danish Institute for Human Rights (2023). Estudio sobre las Empresas, Medio ambiente y Derechos Humanos en Honduras (only available in Spanish) Estudio-sobre-las-empresas-medio-ambiente.pdf (humanrights.dk). Executive summary available in English: Estudio Sobre Las Empresas, Medio Ambiente y Derechos Humanos en Honduras (humanrights.dk) ]  [20:  Ibid. Pag. 58.]  [21:  Ibid. Pag. 44. ] 

We believe that in the context of energy transition, environmental impact assessments are an essential tool to ensure access to information about potential project impacts to affected communities, including indigenous communities and other vulnerable groups. However, a human rights based approach to impact assessment is necessary to enable meaningful participation of right holders, access to adequate information and assessment of human rights impacts. 




Yours sincerely,

Sille Stidsen 
DEPARMENT DIRECTOR
HUMAN RIGHTS AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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