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Subject: Albania input on the preparation of a report on the sale, exploitation, and sexual abuse of children (UNGA 79)
Law No. 18/2017 "On the Rights and Protection of Children", as well as all by-laws approved in implementation of this law, have provided for the rights of children and have been accompanied by mechanisms, institutions and persons responsible for the realization of theirs, as well as being completely aligned with the standards of the Convention for the Protection of Children's Rights or even with other ratified international documents.

This law provides for the protection of children from any form of violence and abuse, including those forms of online violence and abuse. It also provides protection against trafficking and all forms of sexual exploitation and abuse (Article 26) and Protection of the child from accessing harmful or illegal content online (Article 27).

Likewise, in implementation of this law, DCM No. 465, dated 03.07.2019 "Measures for the protection of children from access to illegal and/or harmful content on the Internet" was approved. The purpose of this decision is that the information, which is received or obtained should be used only to determine the needs of the child and to protect him from harm, and in any case the privacy and identity of the child will be protected. Child protection is a shared responsibility and should involve all structures and services, children and their families.

The National Agenda for Children's Rights 2021-2026 (Agenda) is a document, which was drawn up on behalf of the Albanian Government, by the Ministry of Health and Social Protection, in coordination with the State Agency for Children's Rights and Protection, as well as in consultation with other responsible ministries, local self-government units, independent institutions, civil society organizations, international organizations, which work in the field of children's rights and protection.

Agenda is a commitment to fulfill the rights of children in Albania and was approved by DCM No. 659, dated 3.11.2021. Agenda has consulted with the children themselves, having their broad participation, where their thoughts and ideas are reflected in this document. This document is guided by the 4 general principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, namely: non-discrimination, the best interest of the child, the right to life, survival and development and participation.

Goal II of Agenda addressed the elimination of all forms of violence and protection of children, including raising children in a supportive environment with positive parenting practices that protect them from violence and abuse. This goal has in mind the functioning of a useful and comprehensive system for the protection of children, through the improvement of the normative, budgetary and reporting framework for child protection and strengthening the capacities of mechanisms and services for addressing violence against children. This goal has prioritized the establishment and improvement of specific and integrated mechanisms and services to address the most serious forms of violence, including sexual abuse, online abuse and exploitation.

 In the framework of the implementation of the National Agenda for Children's Rights 2021-2026, the process of drawing up the monitoring report for the years 2021-2022 in coordination with ministries, institutions and children's participation has been completed. About 120 children were part of the process and contributed to the drafting of the report.

Based on Law No. 18/2017 "On the Rights and Protection of the Child", the Child Protection Units (CPU) periodically report to the State Agency for the Rights and Protection of the Child the statistical data they have processed for children in need for protection in the territory of the municipality and relevant administrative units.

At the national level, there are 241 child protection workers in all municipalities of the country. Child protection workers in all municipalities have managed 2163 cases of children in need of protection during 2023. Of these, 147 cases have resulted in physically abused children and 50 cases in sexually abused children.

The child protection unit makes a preliminary assessment of the child's situation to determine the level of risk. The unit gathers an interdisciplinary group, with professionals from different fields to make what is called the "Individual Protection Plan" and which contains all the interventions and services that the child and the family need in order to deal with the problem. In the case of child victims of sexual abuse, these interventions include psychological treatment of the child, medical and legal assistance, family counseling, etc.

Two one-stop centers for child victims of sexual violence and other serious forms of violence have been set up near the Regional Hospitals of Fier and Shkodra (covering respectively the north and south of the country). During 2023, a total of 23 children received services in both centers. The centers have provided services to children referred for physical violence, sexual abuse, sexual harassment, emotional abuse and witnesses of severe forms of domestic violence. Also, 20 parents (non-violent parents) have been supported with emotional help, counseling and education, as beneficiaries of services according to the service method.

With Instruction No. 767, dated 28.12.2023, of the Minister of Health and Social Protection, the "Methodology of the control of the quality of work of child protection structures at the local level" was approved. This document is a guide that standardizes, unifies procedures related to legal requirements, for referral and case management, regulates the quality control activity of the work of child protection structures at the local level and directs the professional conduct of the State Agency for Rights and Child Protection, during the control process.

On November 20, 2023, as part of International Children's Day, the Minister of Health and Social Protection, the Minister of the Interior, the Minister of Education and Sports, the Minister of State for Youth and Children, as well as representatives of civil society signed the "National Pact against sexual violence against children in Albania", a document aimed at the special protection of children from sexual violence from the Internet, but also in everyday life.

 Within the framework of cooperation for addressing the needs of children and guaranteeing their rights, the State Agency for Children's Rights and Protection and the National Authority for Electronic Certification and Cyber Security have worked to promote the rights of children and young people in the digital world, making public actors aware. Meetings were held with professionals including the prosecution and the police regarding the punishment of cases of online abuse. At teh same time trainings and meetings were organized to raise awareness about the dangers for children in the cyber environment.

Ministry of Health and Social Protection, the State Agency for Children's Rights and Protection and the National Authority for Electronic Certification and Cyber ​​Security have worked to promote the rights of children and young people in the digital world, making public actors aware. On February 6, 2024, a meeting was held near of the Center for Open Dialogue with the topic "Protection and safety on the Internet for children", where the aim was to discuss and improve practices that guarantee the protection and safety of children in the digital environment. The meeting was attended by 9-year school students, who discussed issues related to their internet navigation. Representatives from Ministry of Health and Social Protection, State Agency for Children's Rights and Protection, National Authority for Electronic Certification and Cyber Security, Tirana Cybercrime Directorate, state police officers, teachers, school psychologists, social workers, child protection workers in the municipality took part in the meeting.

 On February 6, 2024, ASHDMF and AKCESK signed a cooperation agreement, which aims to strengthen cooperation between the two institutions in the framework of the protection of children in cyberspace, within the framework of the obligations defined in the National Agenda for Children's Rights 2021-2026 and National Cyber ​​Security Strategy. According to the joint work plan of this agreement, State Agency for Children's Rights and Protection and National Authority for Electronic Certification and Cyber Security engage in the organization of awareness campaigns, trainings, conferences and publications of educational materials, related to the protection of children's privacy and safety on the Internet.

The plan also envisage the development of workshops with professionals who work for the protection of children in the respective municipalities, as well as several meetings with children in schools. The purpose of these meetings is to inform children about the challenges they face when surfing the Internet and simple ways they can protect themselves from information with harmful or inappropriate content for children online, protection from bullying and psychological violence.

 Websites with illegal and/or harmful content for children are identified by State Agency for Children's Rights and Protection, actors from civil society as well as citizens themselves are reported to National Authority for Electronic Certification and Cyber Security with the aim of closing websites harmful to children as well as investigating cases of abuse. Pages that are identified on the web with harmful or inappropriate content for children are reported to State Agency for Children's Rights and Protection, through the Alo116 111 child helpline. During 2023, about 60 such web pages were reported. 

 The protection of children in online navigation presents a challenge for Child Protection Workers when dealing with cases of violence in the online environment. For this reason, State Agency for Children's Rights and Protection, in cooperation with National Authority for Electronic Certification and Cyber Security, have started training for child protection workers and other professionals who work for child protection at the local level.

