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Call for Input to inform the High Commissioner’s report to the Human Rights Council on the impact of casualty recording
Submission by Pak Institute for Peace Studies and Every Casualty Counts

15 February 2023
Pak Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS) is an independent, Pakistan-based think-tank established in January 2006. PIPS is committed to providing in-depth and objective analysis of global and regional issues. To this end, PIPS plays an active role in promoting understanding of the perceived and real threats to regional and global peace by focusing on a variety of peace and security issues. For further information, please contact pips@pakpips.com. 
Since 2007, PIPS has maintained and analysed a database of security incidents in Pakistan, which was digitalised in 2011. It is the only comprehensive database about internal security issues in Pakistan and includes detailed records of casualties of armed violence. The Conflict and Security Database team monitors around 30 local and national newspapers, magazines and journals, as well as social media pages on a daily basis. The team follows up on these reports through an extensive network of regional correspondents who cross-check information and seek further details of issues covered by the media. PIPS researchers also consult police and hospital records, as well as social media. Further information on the database and our methodology are available at https://www.pakpips.com/about-pips-database. 
Impact
The Conflict and Security Database was initially created for internal use by PIPS staff, due to the lack of any other comprehensive and reliable source of information on security incidents. PIPS needed data in order to understand the situation accurately, and to enable meaningful analysis. Without such information it is impossible to assess the successfulness of measures taken to improve the security situation, or to create evidence-based policy. Detailed data and analysis are essential for good policy making.
The Conflict and Security Database documents all types of armed violence, and disaggregates information on factors such as perpetrator, victim, target, and type of incident (see examples in Appendix 1 below). This disaggregation allows for detailed analysis over extended periods of time and geographic scope, including identification of vulnerable groups, which we use to help policymakers take more effective action to protect civilians. The database also disaggregates attacks on education and medical targets, contributing to global monitoring of these issues.
PIPS made the Conflict and Security Database publicly available online in 2011, as a tool to assist policy makers and security analysts better understand and respond to violence in Pakistan. The database currently has around 100 external individual and organisational subscribers, which demonstrates the appetite for reliable information on casualties. Subscribers to the database include local and international news media, research organisations, non-governmental organisations and the diplomatic community (including international embassies in Islamabad).
A major strength of the database is the breadth of coverage. We are able to analyse more than 15 years of casualty records to develop a thorough understanding of different insurgent groups and other violent actors. We have identified their changing tactics, approaches and geographical spread, and used this to help inform security policy. PIPS database also helps counteract misinformation activities by armed groups who use social media to exaggerate the number of casualties they have caused, in order to increase fear and strengthen their perceived military and political power. By detailed cross-checking of militants’ claims against other sources of information on casualties, PIPS is able to ensure the public is accurately informed. 
PIPS publishes its casualty records and analysis in a variety of formats, including monthly and annual reports. These reports are disseminated to a list of over one thousand contacts, including staff in government departments and policymakers besides media and civil society organisations, etc. Our casualty information is regularly cited in news media and by government officials (see Appendix 2, below).
As well as sharing our records and analysis with policymakers, PIPS has directly contributed to the policy-making process. For example, recommendations we made based on our casualty records were incorporated within the National Security Policy (2014) and National Action Plan (2015). (Notably, the number of violence-related fatalities fell from 7,611 in 2014 to 4,653 in 2015 following introduction of the action plan.) PIPS has also been commissioned by government institutions to produce reports such as ‘Pakistan’s achievements in the war on terror - but at what cost’ (2019), which includes analysis of a decade’s worth of casualty records.
Recommendations
Casualty recorders rely on the availability of information from numerous sources to compile and verify accurate and comprehensive casualty records. It is essential in this regard that States uphold their international obligations to protect the freedom of opinion and expression, including the freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds. News media and independent investigators must be able to access information directly from official sources, and should not be prevented from visiting incident sites or interviewing witnesses. 
Whilst international human rights instruments recognise that states may legitimately place restrictions on the right to freedom of opinion and expression for the purpose of protecting national security or public order, these restrictions must only be applied where strictly necessary and lawful. States should strive for maximum transparency regarding casualties of armed conflict and violence at all times.


Appendix 1: Examples of disaggregated casualty information from PIPS 2022 annual report
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Appendix 2: Examples of media use of PIPS casualty data

Iftikhar A. Khan, “Terror attacks in Pakistan surge by 51pc after Afghan Taliban victory,” Dawn, October 20, 2022, https://www.dawn.com/news/1715927/terror-attacks-in-pakistan-surge-by-51pc-after-afghan-taliban-victory
 
Imran Mukhtar, “Pakistan witnesses 51pc increase in terrorist attacks in a year,” The Nation, October 20, 2022, https://www.nation.com.pk/20-Oct-2022/pakistan-witnesses-51pc-increase-in-terrorist-attacks-in-a-year

Times of India, "Pakistan records 51% rise in terror attacks in one year after Taliban got power in Afghanistan: Report", October 20, 2022, http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/94981466.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst

Brookings, "Pakistan's ambivalent approach toward a resurgent Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan," February 11, 2022, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2022/02/11/pakistans-ambivalent-approach-toward-a-resurgent-tehrik-e-taliban-pakistan
	Afghan Taliban's rise to power results in terror attack surge in Pak by 51 per cent - Ground News
Taliban proving dangerous for Pakistan, 51% increase in terrorist attacks in 1 year - Comp Studio
Taliban Proving Harmful For Pakistan, 51% Improve In Terrorist Assaults In 1 12 Months - 24NewsGovtJobs
Full Coverage

	Pakistan: Growing Militant Attacks Linked to Taliban Takeover of Afghanistan
voanews.com
Officials dismiss the violence as "isolated incidents of terrorism." Islamabad attributes the resurgence in militancy to the Taliban takeover of the ...

	Afghan Taliban's rise to power results in terror attack surge in Pak by 51 per cent - ANI News
ANI News
Islamabad [Pakistan], October 20 (ANI): Due to the rising power of the Taliban in Afghanistan, Pakistani soil has witnessed a 51 per cent increase ...
Afghan Taliban's rise to power results in terror attack surge in Pak by 51 per cent - ZEE5 - ZEE5
Terrorist attacks in Pakistan increase by 51% after Taliban took over Afghanistan - صراط عشق
Full Coverage

	Terror attacks in Pak jump by 51% after Taliban took over Afg - dtnext
dtnext
The purpose of these analytical papers is to expand the knowledge base of key stakeholders on Pakistan's Afghan perspective, and its role and ...
Terror attacks in Pakistan jump by 51% after Taliban took over Afghanistan - The Newsmen - The Newsmen
Full Coverage

	Terrorist attacks increase by 51% in Pakistan following the Afghan Taliban takeover
Minute Mirror
Pakistan had a record-breaking 51 percent increase in the number of terrorist strikes in a single year after the Afghan Taliban took control of ...
Pakistan records 51% increase in the number of terrorist strikes since Afghan Taliban Victory - The Truth International
Terror attacks in Pak jump by 51% after Taliban took over AfghanistanTerror attacks in ... - hi INDiA - hi INDiA
Pakistan witnesses 51 percent increase in terrorist attacks in a year - The Pakistan Daily
Full Coverage

	Terrorist attacks in Pakistan up 51% after Taliban took power in Afghanistan: report
Worldakkam.com
The Pak Institute of Peace Studies (PIPS) ) noted in its report, “The Impact of the Afghan Situation and Pakistan's Policy Response”.


Taliban becomes incendiary for General Bajwa, 51 percent increase in terrorist attacks in Pakistan
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Table 1: Targets Hit in Terrorist Attacks in 2022 Q
Targets Attacks | Killed | Injured +
Security/law enforcement agencies (personnel, 180 268 390
convoys, posts)
Education/institutions/teachers 4 2 4 \/ Talking: Marc-Antoine
Non-Bloch settlers/workers 2 3 7
Gas pipelines 1 0 0
Govt. officials/institutions/symbols 4 7 7
Power pylons/cell phone towers 4 0 0 +
Pro-govt. tribal elders/peace committee members 14 19 20
Militants 1 2 0
Civilians 14 13 54
Shia religious scholars/community 2 68 211
Worship places/shrines/madrassas 1 3
Govt. offices/public property (hospitals, banks etc.) 3 1 1
Sunni religious leaders/community 1 1 0
Political leaders/workers 8 10 10
Christian community/Church 2 2 4
Sikh community 1 2 0
Unknown 1 0 0
Alleged spy 4 3 2
Health/polio workers, security escorts 7 7 6
CPEC/workers/Chinese 2 6 6
Railway tracks / trains 3 0 5
Development, exploration projects, companies, -
workers 3 s 4
Total 262 419 734 533
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whose motivation was not clear (See Table 3). These overall incidents of violence killed a total *o

of 832 people and injured 960 others.

Table 3: Nature of Overall Incidents of Violence

\/ Talking: Marc-Antoine

Nature of Incident Incidents | Killed | Injured

Terrorist attacks 262 419 734
Political/ethnic violence 4 3 11 +
Clashes & encounters between security forces & militants | 11 25 6
Cross-border clashes/attacks 15 35 56
Operational attacks by security forces 87 327 51
Sectarian clashes 1 2 17
Inter-militant clashes/attacks 2 4 0
‘Communal/faith-based violence 8 5 2
Plot/foiled terror attempts 5 3 0
Targeted attacks [not clear if by terrorists] 1 5 0
Protests/clashes with security forces 2 4 83

Total 398 832 960

The number of overall incidents of violence also posted an increase, from 326 in 2021 to 398
in 2022, or 22 percent. That increase in overall violent incidents was mainly contributed by
considerable increase recorded in the number of terrorist attacks as well as counterterrorism
operations. The overall number of people killed in these violent incidents increased by about
37 percent; from 609 in 2021 to 832 in 2022. However, the number of people injured in all
such incidents of violence decreased from 1,045 in 2021 to 960 in 2022. (See Chart 2)

Chart 2: Comparison of Overall Incidents of Violence & Casualties (2015-22) 583
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North Q
15 Jul, 2022 Waziristan Civ (2) Unknown/unknown militants
Lvs (1)
Pol ) *’
06 Aug, 2022 | Lower Dir Civ (4) Civ (2) Unknown/unknown militants
15 Aug, 2022 | Bajaur Civ (4) 15-K/IS affiliates
24 5ep, 2022 | Shangla Unknown/unknown militants o
01 Oct, 2022 | Bajaur Civ (1) Unknown/unknown militants
8 Attacks 10 Injured 10 Killed o]
Annex-5: Attacks on Tribal Elders/Peace Committee Members +
Date District Injured Killed
02 Jan, 2022 North Waziristan Civ (1)
Lvs @ s @3)
28 Jan, 2022 Dera Bugti Civ (4) Civ (1) BRA
31 Jan, 2022 North Waziristan Civ (1) TTP
02 Feb, 2022 Dera Bugti Civ (1) BRA
Unknown/unknown
14 Mar, 2022 North Waziristan Civ (1) militants
08 May, 2022 Kalat Civ (1) BLA
04 Jul, 2022 Bajaur Civ (1) IS-K/IS affiliates
16 Jul, 2022 South Waziristan Civ (1) Local Taliban
Pol 2
13 Sep, 2022 Swat Civ(3) TP
20 Sep, 2022 Khyber Civ (1) Civ (1) TTP
Unspecified  nationalist
04 Oct, 2022 Lasbela Civ (5) insurgents
07 Nov, 2022 Kachhi Civ (1) BLA
08 Nov, 2022 | Khuzdar Civ (5) Civ (1) BLA
06 Dec, 2022 North Waziristan Civ (1) TTP
14 attacks 20 Injured 19 Killed =
Annex-6: Attacks on Civilians &
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Date District Injured Killed - Q
Mil )
18 Jun, 2022 North Waziristan Arm (2) Arm (1)
24 Jun, 2022 D.I Khan Mil (2) *
24 ul, 2022 D.I Khan Arm (1) i
08 Aug, 2022 Swat Pol (4)
Arm @ [+
04 Oct, 2022 Peshawar Mil (3)
29 Oct, 2022 D.I Khan Arm (2)
Mil ) &
16 Nov, 2022 Bajaur Am (2)
Arm 1)
30 Nov, 2022 North Waziristan Mil (1) =+
11 Attacks 6 Injured 25 Killed

Annex-14: Incidents of Faith Based Violence

Date District Injured Killed
12 Feb, 2022 Khanewal Civ (1)
13 Feb, 2022 Faisalabad Civ (1)
14 Feb, 2022 Muzaffargarh
05 Mar, 2022 Peshawar Civ (1) Civ (1)
29 Mar, 2022 D.I Khan Civ (1)
17 May, 2022 Okara Civ (1)
08 Jun, 2022 Karachi
12 Aug, 2022 Chiniot Civ (1)
8 Attacks 2 Injured 5 Killed
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