ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SERBIA (FIRST BATCH)

PORTUGAL on behalf of the Group of Friends on NMIRFs

· Could the State-under-review describe its national mechanism or process responsible for coordinating the implementation of accepted UPR recommendations and the monitoring of progress and impact?
· Has the State-under-review established a dedicated ‘national mechanism for implementation, reporting and follow-up’ (NMIRF) covering UPR recommendations, but also recommendations/observations generated by the UN human rights Treaty Bodies, the Special Procedures and relevant regional mechanisms, which, inter alia, clusters all the above, manages them in national databases, coordinates implementation actions across government, monitors progress and impact, and then streamline reporting procedures back to the UN? If so, could the State-under-review briefly share its experience on creating such mechanism, including challenges faced and lessons learnt, as well as any plans or needs to strengthen the NMIRF in the future?

SLOVENIA
· What measures are in place to combat ageism and eliminate age discrimination in all its forms, and to protect the human rights of older persons?

· Why has the work on the Draft Law on the Rights of the Child and the Protector of the Rights of the Child been discontinued? How will the alternative action through amendments to the Family Law make up for the lack of an umbrella law on child rights? How will amendments to the Family Law bring in line legislative solutions related to child rights in all sectoral laws? 

· How does the education system in Serbia provide for age-appropriate human rights and civic education in primary and secondary education?

· Media freedom is under threat when criminal justice does not provide timely and effective remedy against threats and violence against journalists. What measures are being devised to address the lengthy legal proceedings in criminal cases related to safety of journalists?

LIECHTENSTEIN
· What steps has Serbia taken to ratify the Kampala Amendments to the Rome Statute on the crime of aggression?

· What steps has Serbia taken to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure?

· What steps has Serbia taken to join the Code of Conduct regarding Security Council action against genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes, as elaborated by the Accountability, Coherence and Transparency Group (ACT)?

BELGIUM
· Is the government of Serbia considering ratifying the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure as well as ILO Conventions on Domestic Workers (189) and on Violence and Harassment (190)?

· Will the government proceed with the deinstitutionalization of children and ensure that the foster care system is fit for purpose and functional, including for unaccompanied, migrant and displaced children?

· Which measures will the government undertake to guarantee the right to freedom of peaceful assembly of LGBTQI+ persons and to ensure that hate speech and hate crimes against LGBTQI+ persons are promptly, independently and impartially investigated and prosecuted? 

· What steps is the government of Serbia intending to take to prevent violence and intimidation against journalists and to promote media pluralism and transparency of media ownership? 

· Will the government of Serbia prioritize the investigation into the role of suspected senior-level perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide and establish comprehensive and non-discriminatory mechanisms to afford reparations to all victims of these crimes, including survivors of conflict-related sexual violence, and ensure that State officials respect court decisions related to these crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide and counter denial and relativization?

GERMANY
· Germany welcomes the recent judicial reform and stresses the importance of establishing a convincing track record of consistently applying the new laws in order to strengthen the independence of justice as well as the fight against corruption and organized crime. How does the Government of Serbia intend to enhance the efficiency of the justice system and its accessibility for citizens?

· Germany welcomes the establishment of the Council for Monitoring the Implementation of the Recommendations of the UN Human Rights Mechanisms and the consultation of civil society organizations regarding the implementation of recommendations. Which authority in Serbia is responsible for the implementation of UN treaty bodies’ decisions?

· When does the government of Serbia intend to draft and adopt a National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights? What further measures are envisaged to provide (foreign) workers with adequate and safe working and health conditions, and to protect them from human trafficking?

· What measures are planned with regard to the protection of the right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment?

· Germany thanks Serbia for its current effort to provide humanitarian aid and protection to refugees from Ukraine. What concrete steps does Serbia intend to take to protect other vulnerable and marginalized social groups, including Roma people and members of the LGBTI+ community, against discrimination, hate speech and violent attacks?


