ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO PAKISTAN (SECOND BATCH)

BELGIUM
· Is the government of Pakistan considering ratifying the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a Communications Procedure, as well as the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and ILO Convention 189 on Domestic Workers?
· Will the government of Pakistan issue a standing invitation to the UN special procedures and respond positively to outstanding requests for visits, amongst which the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls, the Working Group on disappearances, the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief and the Special Rapporteur on human rights defenders?
· What concrete measures will Pakistan take to end the practice of enforced disappearances, to release those forcibly disappeared or promptly bring them before a civilian court, to disclose their fate and whereabouts to families as well as to ensure that victims and families of disappeared people are given full and effective reparations?
· What steps does the government of Pakistan intend to take to ensure that women human rights defenders and political activists can exercise their political rights and receive adequate protection from intimidation, reprisals and violence, and that perpetrators of such acts are prosecuted and adequately punished, as recommended by the CEDAW Committee?
· Will Pakistan amend the Child Marriage Restraint Act to set the minimum age of marriage at 18 for both sexes without exceptions? Does the government consider adopting a comprehensive strategy to eliminate harmful practices such as child and forced marriage and crimes committed in the name of so-called ‘honour’, as recommended by the CEDAW Committee?

ANGOLA
· In line with SDG 16.9What specific measures have been taken by national authorities to increase birth registration in the country, including in rural areas? 
· Could the Government of Pakistan refer to concrete steps undertaken to strengthening women’s participation in public life?


GERMANY
· Which tangible efforts has the government of Pakistan undertaken to prevent the abuse of blasphemy laws?
· How many cases have been registered under sections 295-B and 295-C of the criminal code since 2017? How many cases have been registered under section 182 due to false blasphemy accusations since 2017?
· Since 2017, how many marriages involving at least one partner below legal age have been registered in Pakistan?
· Is the government of Pakistan aware of connections between forced conversion and underage marriage?
· Which tangible legal or other efforts has the government of Pakistan undertaken to prevent underage marriage?
· What is the state of implementation and codification of the Safia-Bano ruling of the Supreme Court of Pakistan, according to which severely mentally disabled persons cannot be subjected to the death penalty?
· How many pleas for clemency by convicts sentenced to death has the president of Pakistan received since 2017? How many of those have been rejected?
· What is the current state of the planned legislation addressing the issue of enforced disappearance in Pakistan?

