ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO GUATEMALA (THIRD BATCH)

BELGIUM
· Will the government of Guatemala consider ratifying the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a Communications Procedure and the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean (Escazú Agreement)?
· As a strong proponent of the abolition of the death penalty, Belgium welcomes the fact that no execution has taken place in Guatemala since 2000 and that progress has been made by the abolition of the death penalty for ordinary crimes. Will the government of Guatemala consider ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty?
· During the previous UPR, Guatemala accepted the recommendation to initiate or pursue timely, independent, impartial and effective investigations into threats and attacks against human rights defenders and bring those responsible to justice. What concrete measures have been taken? Will Guatemala adopt a Public Policy for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, in accordance with the 2014 ruling of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights? 
· Will the government of Guatemala bring the new Non-Governmental Organization Law in compliance with articles 21 and 22.2 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, ratified by Guatemala in 1992?
· What measures will the government of Guatemala take to guarantee access to good-quality sexual and reproductive health-care services for all women and girls and to ensure sufficient budget allocation to programmes to combat child and maternal mortality, considering the persistently high rates of maternal mortality, early pregnancy and neonatal, infant and child mortality? 







