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BOARD OF DIRECTORSIntroduction

World Information Transfer, Inc. (WIT) is a non-profit, non-governmental organization in Consultative Status with the United Nations/ECOSOC and has been promoting global health and environmental literacy since 1987. A commitment to enhancing public awareness of the interrelation between environmental degradation and human health is offered in human rights principles advocated by the United Nations.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our inputs toward the open-ended intergovernmental working group on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 68/268, in respect of "Strengthening and Enhancing the Effective Functioning of the Human Rights Treaty Body System."

Observations

It is imperative that resolution 68/268 be implemented in a way that ensures the effectiveness and efficiency of the human rights treaty body system. This system provides the basis for addressing the current challenges in the human rights domain, largely emanating from environmental crises.

The following are observations from World Information Transfer, Inc., an organization deeply involved in health and environmental literacy:


1. Increased Awareness and Engagement: This resolution has contributed to a rise in reporting and engagement with human rights treaty bodies and has resulted in increased awareness from the states and non-state actors.

2. Capacity-Building Needs: There is a gap in capacity among different stakeholders (e.g., developing countries) to become effectively involved with the treaty body system and obtain sufficient representation in environmental- and health-related discussions.

3. Integration of Environmental Health into Human Rights: The human rights treaties should consider the impending repercussions which environmental issues have on human rights. For example, the right to 1) the highest attainable standard of health, 2) access to safe and clean water, and 3) a safe and healthy environment all require more detailed and focused attention in more concrete terms within the treaty body system of the United Nations.

Recommendations
To further fortify and enhance the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system consistent with Resolution 68/268, World Information Transfer, Inc. recommends the following:


1. Greater Focus on the Health of the Environment: Incorporate environmental health into the human rights framework to a larger degree. For instance, provide that treaty bodies take into consideration the impacts of environmental issues on human rights in their reviews and while making recommendations. 

2. Capacity Building: Develop specific, targeted capacity-building programs for state and non-state actors pursuant to a better understanding of the environmental nexus with human rights. This should include training on reporting guidelines covering environmental health considerations.

3. Strengthened Multi Stakeholder Engagement: The work of all treaty bodies will be better promoted with the participation and involvement of NGOs, academic institutions, and the private sector, including those with environmental health and sustainable development expertise.

4. Data Collection and Analysis: Support development of mechanisms for collecting and analyzing data relevant to the impact of environmental degradation on human rights, prepared by organizations specifically experienced in environmental and health areas.

5. Regular Review and Adaptation of Practices: The practices formulated in the treaty body system should be reviewed and adapted on an ongoing basis with the aim of maintaining effectiveness and relevance to emergent human rights challenges, especially those which relate to environmental health. 
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