2

Statement by the Delegation of Thailand
5th intersessional meeting for dialogue and cooperation on Human Rights and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Theme: “Overcoming multiple crises: realising the SDGs

through a human rights-enhancing economy”

19 January 2023
(Time: 2 minutes)
**********
Mr. Chair,
Thailand thanks OHCHR for organizing this meeting and the keynote speakers and panelists for their remarks and presentations.

As we are all aware, recent crises and challenges, including the Covid-19 pandemic, have made it more difficult in achieving the SDGs by 2030.  Many hard-won human rights accomplishments and development gains seem to be less feasible in the current situations around the globe.  Widening inequalities and economic downturns have increased vulnerabilities of the most disadvantaged groups.
However, Thailand sees sustainable development and human rights as mutually reinforcing.  We strongly agree with High Commissioner Mr. Volker Türk and the panelists on the need “to put human rights at the heart of our economies and State policies.”

States should adopt a human rights-based approach to respond to the disproportionate impacts of COVID-19 and other challenges.  Such approach entails inclusive process of planning, and decision making, through multi-stakeholder partnership at all levels.
During the pandemic, we have expanded the access to social and welfare schemes through mobile applications.

We have encouraged the work on water management at different levels, be they local, provincial and national, to better respond to the existing needs.  This would contribute to SDG6.

As for SDG11, our social housing projects have provided safe and decent housing for all, especially those with low income, ensuring that urbanization does not widen existing inequalities.
Thailand also stands ready to work in partnership with interested partners through South-South and Triangular Development Cooperation frameworks to promote SDG17 for the Goals.
I thank you.
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