


[bookmark: _Hlk172270620]57th session of the Human Rights Council
Panel discussion on quality education for peace and tolerance 
for every child
Concept note (as of 4 September2024) 

	Date and venue:
	Wednesday, 18 September 2024, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva
(webcast and archived on https://webtv.un.org)

	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _heading=h.16k1mbudlhzv]Objectives:
	As the world looks to the Summit of the Future in re-envisioning a multilateral order grounded on the interlinkages between safeguarding human rights, achieving sustainable development and securing peace, the mainstreaming of children’ rights across all these three pillars of the United Nations takes on an increasing urgency.
Grounded in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and drawing from international standards set under the human rights, development and peace and security frameworks, this panel discussion will emphasise the provision of accessible, inclusive, equitable and quality education for peace and tolerance for every child as an effective strategy to promote sustainable peace. 
Providing a platform to exchange promising practices, challenges encountered, and lessons learned in the implementation of these standards at the national level, its outcomes will be considered in developing the forthcoming OHCHR report and will reinforce the centring of the rights of the child at the heart of peacebuilding processes, including the 2025 review of the United Nations peacebuilding architecture.

	Chair: 
	H.E. Ms. Marcela Maria Arias Moncada, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statements: 
	Ms. Nada Al-Nashif, United Nations Deputy Commissioner for Human Rights 
H.E. Ms. Alua Nadirkulova, Ambassador-at-Large of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan  

	Panellists:
	· Ms. Mikiko Otani, Member and former Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child
· Ms. Eyerusalem Azmeraw, Program Officer, UNESCO International Institute for Capacity Building in Africa
· Ms. Maria Lucia Uribe Torres, Executive Director of the Geneva Office of Arigatou International
· Vinaya (15 years), child rights advocate from India (video message)

	Outcome:
	The outcomes of this thematic discussion will be considered in the development of a comprehensive report with specific recommendations on how to develop accessible, inclusive, equitable and quality education for peace and tolerance for every child, especially children in the most vulnerable situations, in line with the provisions of resolution 54/5, and how to incorporate it into educational programmes, to be presented to the Council at its fifty-ninth session.

	Mandate: 
	In its resolution 54/5, the Human Rights Council decided to convene a panel discussion on accessible, inclusive, equitable and quality education for peace and tolerance for every child, especially children in the most vulnerable situations, at its fifty-seventh session.

	Background: 
	In 2023, 460 million children lived in conflict zones around the world.[footnoteRef:2] Conflict-affected children, and disproportionately girls, are subjected to severe and ongoing violations of the rights they are entitled to under international law, experiencing killings, injuries, abuse, displacement, family separation and missed years of education -- all bearing severe and long-lasting physical and psychological impact on children and a dramatic impact on achieving durable peace and reconciliation. [2:  UNICEF Humanitarian Action For Children 2024 Overview. ] 

The Secretary-General has emphasized that “the path to peace begins with full respect for all human rights – civil, cultural, economic, political and social”.[footnoteRef:3] The newly launched United Nations Agenda for Protection (2024), endorsed by both the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, underscores that leaving people unprotected undermines sustainable peace, and that human rights must be affirmed as protection – serving as a guarantor of accountability and the ultimate tool of prevention.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Secretary-General’s statement to the Human Rights Council, 26 February 2024. ]  [4:  United Nations Agenda for Protection, February 2024, p. 3 & 5.] 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child, to which 196 States have agreed to be bound, requires States to protect children and ensure their wellbeing. The responsibility to deliver quality education for peace, as directed by its article 29 (1), and grounded in article 26 (2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is a recognition of the important role that children can play in advancing social inclusion and social cohesion – key components of conflict prevention and in ensuring the sustainability, inclusiveness and success of peacebuilding efforts and lasting peace.
Empowering children with the knowledge, skills and values necessary to contribute to an equitable society is increasingly acknowledged across all United Nations pillars. The Security Council has, in its resolution 2601 (2021), reaffirmed the right to education and its fundamental contribution to the achievement of peace and security and reiterated that access to inclusive, equitable and quality formal and non-formal education are important factors that enable children and youth to acquire the relevant skills and to build their capacities. 
Sustaining peace as a central aim of education is also a key feature of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Its Target 4.7 lists among the components of the knowledge and skill set needed to promote sustainable development the following: human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity. 
Aligned with Target 4.7, the fourth phase (2020-2024) of the World Programme for Human Rights Education has placed special emphasis on education and training in equality, human rights and non-discrimination, inclusion and respect for diversity with the aim of building inclusive and peaceful societies. Its upcoming fifth phase (2025-2029) will expand its focus to include children.
In response to growing polarization and emerging and persistent threats to the exercise of human rights globally, UNESCO revised its 1974 Recommendation concerning Education for International Understanding, Cooperation and Peace and Education. The 2023 revision reaffirms the important link between education and the achievement of peace, human rights and fundamental freedoms, international understanding, cooperation, democracy, the rule of law, global citizenship and sustainable development. 
The Human Rights Council’s growing focus on the contribution of quality education to achieving sustainable peace and security is evident in its recently adopted resolutions.[footnoteRef:5] Furthermore, its special procedures, including on education, counter-terrorism, transitional justice, and in the field of cultural rights, have all linked quality education to sustainable peace. [5:  See, for example, Human Rights Council resolutions 56/12, 55/17, 54/5 and 54/7 cited below. ] 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations has emphasized that the international human rights framework provides a “critical foundation for sustaining peace”[footnoteRef:6] and added that it is imperative for the peace and security and development pillars to better utilize existing human rights mechanisms. Integrating child rights in an explicit, systematic and sustained manner in all United Nations policies, strategies, plans, and approaches across all pillars, is reinforced in the Secretary-General’s Guidance Note on Child Rights Mainstreaming (2023). Peacebuilding efforts, including the 2025 United Nations peacebuilding architecture review, must recognize the inherent preventive power that upholding the rights of the child possesses in breaking cycles of conflict and sustaining peace, specifically through the provision of quality education for peace for every child.  [6:  Report of the Secretary-General on peacebuilding and sustaining peace, January 2018 (A/72/707-S/2018/43).] 


	Format: 
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statements and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for podium interventions, including the opening statements, panellists’ presentations, and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. The panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available.
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who could not take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast. Participants can access live English captioning on the Stream Text web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG) during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te][bookmark: _heading=h.b3zc35n7cgcg]Related documents:
	Human Rights Council resolution 56/12 of 11 July 2024 on the Social Forum, deciding that the 2025 Social Forum should focus on the contribution of education to the respect, promotion, protection and fulfilment of all human rights for all
Human Rights Council resolution 55/17 of 4 April 2024 on human rights and a culture of peace
Human Rights Council resolution 54/5 of 11 October 2023 on ensuring quality education for peace and tolerance for every child
Human Rights Council resolution 54/7 of 11 October 2023 on World Programme for Human Rights Education 
Security Council resolution 2601 (2021) of 29 October 2021 on education under attack
Guidance Note of the Secretary-General on Child Rights Mainstreaming, July 2023
Committee on the Rights of the Child, General comment No. 1 (2001) on article 29 (1): the aims of education (CRC/GC/2001/1)
UNESCO Revised 1974 Recommendation concerning Education for International Understanding, Cooperation and Peace and Education relating to Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (published 22 September 2023, adopted by UNESCO General Conference on 20 November 2023)
Report of the 2019 Social Forum, A/HRC/43/63 (10 January 2020), focused on promoting and protecting the rights of children and youth through education
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education, A/74/243 (29 July 2019), focused on the ways in which the right to education contributes to the prevention of atrocity crimes and mass or grave violations of human rights 
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