
57th session of the Human Rights Council
[bookmark: _Hlk135211962]Panel discussion on promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights 
within the context of addressing inequalities
Concept note (as of 27 August 2024)
	Date and venue:
	Wednesday, 11 September 2024, 3 to 5 p.m. (UTC+2)
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva
(broadcast live and archived on https://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives:
	The panel discussion provides a platform:
· To share achievements and best practices in the realm of reinforcement of the work to promote and protect economic, social and cultural rights, within the context of addressing inequalities;
· To discuss how to better leverage the work of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and other international human rights mechanisms;
· To identify ways in which OHCHR can best contribute to the efforts of States to respect, promote and fulfil economic, social and cultural rights, in accordance with its mandate;
· To discuss the challenges faced by countries in fulfilling their obligations to realize economic, social and cultural rights and the ways to overcome such challenges;
· To discuss the possibility of enhancing the capacity of OHCHR at the regional level to better provide advisory services and technical and financial assistance and to address inequalities, according to its mandate.

	Chair:
	H.E. Mr. Omar Zniber, President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement: 
	Mr. Volker Türk, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

	Panellists:
	· H.E. Mr. Chen Xu, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of China to the United Nations Office at Geneva and other international organizations in Switzerland
· Ms. Maria Lúcia Amaral, Ombudsperson (Provedor de Justiça) of Portugal 
(video message)
· Ms. Magdalena Sepúlveda Carmona, Executive Director of the Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
· Mr. Mohamed Ezzeldin Abdel-Moneim, Member of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

	Outcome:
	In accordance with Human Rights Council resolution 54/22, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights will prepare a summary report on the panel discussion, to be presented to the Human Rights Council at its sixtieth session, which will be followed by an interactive dialogue. 

	Mandate: 
	In its resolution 54/22, the Human Rights Council decided to hold a panel discussion on the reinforcement of the work to promote and protect economic, social and cultural rights within the context of addressing inequalities, including the work of the Office of the High Commissioner and other international human rights mechanisms in this regard and to invite Member States, relevant United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, international and regional organizations, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations and other relevant stakeholders  to share achievements, challenges and best practices and to identify ways in which the Office can best contribute to the efforts of States to respect, promote and fulfil economic, social and cultural rights, in accordance with its mandate, including the possibility of enhancing the capacity of the Office at the regional level to better provide advisory services and technical and financial assistance. 
	

	Background:
	In its resolution 54/22, the Human Rights Council emphasized that the full, equal and effective enjoyment and realization of economic, social and cultural rights, exercised without discrimination of any kind, contributes to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular Goal 10, on reducing inequalities within and among countries, and ensuring that no one is left behind. The Council recognized that the 2030 Agenda covered a wide range of issues relating to economic, social and cultural rights and contained the commitment to leaving no one behind and that its implementation contributed to the further realization of economic, social and cultural rights, and welcomed international, regional and national initiatives to this end. 
In the same resolution, the Human Rights Council also recognized the impact of inequalities and discrimination on the enjoyment and realization of economic, social and cultural rights. In this regard, it recognized the mandate of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, inter alia, to support States to promote and protect economic, social and cultural rights and to address inequalities and the significant gaps that the Office faces in terms of its capacity and resources to carry out its role and requested the Secretary-General to scale up OHCHR’s capacity to work on economic, social and cultural rights. 
The three-day workshop, held from 6 to 8 February 2023 and organized pursuant to Council resolution 49/19, discussed the negative impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on economic, social and cultural rights. The pandemic had highlighted the devastating consequences of decades of underfunded or dismantled public services and policies related to economic, social and cultural rights, as well as of systemic discrimination. The workshop consisted of the following six thematic sessions: global prospects on economic, social and cultural rights; a critical reflection on progress, challenges and the future of economic, social and cultural rights; measurement and elimination of global poverty and inequalities; investing in social spending, tackling inequalities and promoting economic policies that advance greater realization of economic, social and cultural rights; strengthening the capacity of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights  to operationalize economic, social and cultural rights; and promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights by the Human Rights Council. Discussions at the workshop, including among representatives of States, national human rights institutions, United Nations human rights mechanisms, civil society and academia, highlighted the importance, in pandemic recovery efforts, of laws, policies, programmes and practices aligned with economic, social and cultural rights standards and the critical role of Office and the Human Rights Council in this regard.  
The potential of economic, social and cultural rights to transform societies is further highlighted in the report of the High Commissioner (A/HRC/54/35) on his vision of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights for reinforcing its work in promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights within the context of addressing inequalities in the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, submitted pursuant to the resolution 49/19. In the report, the High Commissioner presented the following actions in five key areas on which OHCHR would focus for the advancement of economic, social and cultural rights: expanding fiscal space and supporting the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights; addressing inequalities; ensuring an enabling environment; addressing the role of international financial institutions; and harnessing data to protect economic, social and cultural rights and achieve the 2030 Agenda. Expressing his commitment to better support States through the necessary technical cooperation and assistance, the High Commissioner emphasized the need to strengthen the capacity of the Office to provide such enhanced support. 
In recent years, the international community has renewed its commitment to the advancement of all human rights, including through Human Rights 75 Pledges commemorating the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 2023. Numerous States made pledges to, among others, eradicate extreme poverty, ensure universal health coverage, education and social protection or address disparities relating to economic, social and cultural rights.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/human-rights-75/pledge/human-rights-75-pledges ] 

As noted by the Human Rights Council, a reformed international financial architecture could help to advance the rights and vital interests of people by supporting the realization of economic, social and cultural rights, and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals, in particular target 6 of Sustainable Development Goal 10 to ensure enhanced representation of and a voice for developing countries in decision-making in global international economic and financial institutions in order to deliver more effective, credible, accountable and legitimate institutions. In this respect, the High Commissioner has called for a human rights economy and highlighted an urgent need to reform the international financial architecture.
The panel discussion aims to share achievements, challenges and best practices and to identify ways in which the Office can best contribute to the efforts of States to respect, promote and fulfil economic, social and cultural rights, in accordance with its mandate, including the possibility of enhancing the capacity of the Office at the regional level to better provide advisory services and technical and financial assistance and to address inequalities.

	Format: 
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for the podium, including the opening statement, panellists’ presentations, their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. Panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available. 
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who could not take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish). 

	Related documents:

	· Human Rights Council resolution 54/22 of 12 October 2023 on promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights within the context of addressing inequalities
· Human Rights Council resolution 49/19 of 1 April 2022 on promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights within the context of addressing inequalities in the recovery from the COVID19 pandemic 
· Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to the Economic and Social Council (E/2024/13, 24 April 2024)
· Report of the United Nations High Commissioner on the vision of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights for reinforcing its work in promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights within the context of addressing inequalities in the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic (A/HRC/54/35, 28 July 2023)
· Report of the United Nations High Commissioner on promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights within the context of addressing inequalities in the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic (A/HRC/51/20, 8 August 2022)
· OHCHR, Human Rights: A Path for Solutions (2024)
· OHCHR, Statement by United Nations Human Rights Chief on human rights economy (20 April 2023)
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