57th session of the Human Rights Council
Panel discussion on the implementation of States’ obligations on the role of the family 
in supporting the human rights of its members
Concept note (as of 10 September 2024)
	Date and venue:
	Wednesday, 25 September 2024, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva
(broadcast live and archived at https://webtv.un.org) 

	Objectives:
	Marking the thirtieth anniversary of the International Year of the Family, this panel discussion will address the implementation of States’ obligations under relevant provisions of international human rights law on the role of the family in supporting the protection and promotion of human rights of its members, and challenges and best practices.

	Chair: 
	H.E. Ms. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statements: 
	Ms. Nada Al-Nashif, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights
H.E. Ms. Maya Morsy, Minister of Social Solidarity of Egypt
H.E. Ms. Mariam bint Ali bin Nasser Al Misnad, Minister of Social Development and Family of Qatar

	Panellists:
	· Ms. Haina Lu, Member of the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls (video message)
· Mr. Umberto Cattaneo, Public Finance Economist in the Universal Social Protection Department at the International Labour Organization
· Ms. Roqayah Ajaj, Entrepreneur and Disability Rights Advocate
· Mr. Sami Jaber, International Policy Officer at 5Rights Foundation (video message)

	Outcome:
	A summary report will be prepared by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).

	Mandate: 
	In its resolution 54/17, the Human Rights Council decided to convene, at its fifty-seventh session, a panel discussion, accessible to persons with disabilities, on the implementation of States’ obligations under relevant provisions of international human rights law on the role of the family in supporting the protection and promotion of human rights of its members, to discuss challenges and best practices in this regard, and requested the High Commissioner to prepare a summary report on the discussion, and an Easy Read version thereof, and to submit it to the Human Rights Council at its fifty-eighth session. 

	Background:
	The thirtieth anniversary of the International Year of the Family provides an opportunity to strengthen family-oriented policies and programmes that promote and protect the human rights of all family members, as part of an integrated and comprehensive approach to development.
In this context, the resolution 54/17 recognized that the objectives of the International Year and its follow-up processes, especially those relating to family-oriented policies in the areas of poverty, work family balance and intergenerational issues, with attention given to the rights and responsibilities of all family members, can contribute to ending poverty, ending hunger, ensuring a healthy life and promoting well-being for all at all ages, promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all, ensuring better education outcomes for children, including early childhood development and education, enabling access to employment opportunities and decent work for parents and caregivers, ensuring the enjoyment of cultural rights and other economic and social rights, achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls, eliminating all forms of violence, in particular against women and girls, and supporting the overall quality of life of families, including those in vulnerable situations, so that family members can fully enjoy human rights and realize their full potential as part of an integrated and comprehensive approach to development.
International human rights instruments have long recognized that the family is the natural and fundamental unit of society and that it performs valuable functions for its members and for the community as a whole. They address human rights relevant to the family, including States obligations, in relation to: rights to marry and found a family; rights to privacy and family life and family unification; rights to equality and non-discrimination, including in the family; rights not to be subject to violence or abuse, including in the family. They also recognize States’ obligations to provide protection and assistance to the family for the enjoyment of human rights by family members, including in their enjoyment of all civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights and in the enjoyment of the right to support by persons with disabilities.
In 2016, the report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (A/HRC/31/37), submitted pursuant to the resolution 29/22 on the protection of the family, provided an overview of the recognition of the role of the family in the development process, as evidenced by the evolution of the international policy framework over the last decades and the parallel, but interrelated, protection of the family and protection of the rights of family members under international human rights law. The report also included an analysis of the international obligations of States in relation to the protection of the family and a comparative review of State practice in that area, as well as conclusions and recommendations.
The panel aims to discuss States’ obligations under relevant provisions of international human rights law on the role of the family, building on the work of the Council in this area.

	Format: 
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statements and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for the podium, including the opening statements, panellists’ presentations, and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. Panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available.
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who could not to take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast during the debate. Participants can access live English captioning on the StreamText web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG) during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in The accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Related  documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 54/17 of 12 October 2023 on the contribution of the implementation of the objectives of the International Year of the Family and its follow-up processes in the promotion and protection of human rights
· Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights entitled “Protection of the family: contribution of the family to the realization of the right to an adequate standard of living for its members, particularly through its role in poverty eradication and achieving sustainable development” (A/HRC/31/37, 2016)
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