56th session of the Human Rights Council
Annual panel discussion on the adverse impacts of climate change on human rights
Theme: Ensuring livelihood resilience in the context of the risk of loss and damage relating to the adverse effects of climate change 
Concept note (as 14 June 2024)
	Date and venue:
	Monday, 1 July 2024, 3 to 5 p.m.
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva
(to be broadcast live and archived at https://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives:





	This panel discussion will focus on ensuring livelihood resilience in the context of loss and damage relating to the adverse effects of climate change, for the realization of human rights and ways forward on the basis of equity and climate justice. The objectives are: 
· To enhance understanding of climate change-related loss and damage as a human rights issue with myriad adverse effects on people’s livelihoods; 
· To highlight the benefits of human rights-based approaches to livelihood resilience in the face of the adverse effects of climate change including to address the disproportionate impacts of climate change on women and girls, children, youth, older persons, persons with disabilities, Indigenous Peoples, migrants, persons living in poverty and others in vulnerable situations;
· To identify good practices and share lessons learned in supporting resilient livelihoods and climate justice in the context of loss and damage; 
· To identify opportunities for enhanced action, including through international cooperation and mobilization of finance, to support livelihood resilience in the face of climate change.

	Chair:
	H.E. Mrs. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement:
	Mr. Volker Türk, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Panellists:
	· Mr. Romell Antonio O. Cuenca, Assistant Secretary and Deputy Executive Director of the Climate Change Commission of the Philippines 
· Mr. Eric Mwezi Manzi, Deputy General Secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation 
· Ms. Margaretha Wewerinke-Singh, Associate Professor of Sustainability Law at the University of Amsterdam and Counsel at Blue Ocean Law 
· Mr. Kaveh Zahedi, Director of the Office of Climate Change, Biodiversity and Environment at the Food and Agriculture Organization

	Outcome:
	The panel discussion will provide an opportunity for States, international organizations and other relevant stakeholders to discuss human rights-based approaches to ensuring livelihood resilience in the context of loss and damage from climate change. The discussion should generate an improved understanding of ways to minimize the adverse effects of climate change on human rights and livelihoods, while advancing equity and climate justice. A summary report of the High Commissioner on the panel discussion will be submitted to the Human Rights Council at its fifty-eighth session.

	Mandate:
	In its resolution 53/6 on human rights and climate change, the Human Rights Council decided to incorporate into its programme of work for the 56th session a panel discussion on ensuring livelihood resilience in the context of the risk of loss and damage relating to the adverse effects of climate change.

	Background: 
	Achieving livelihood resilience in the face of loss and damage brought about by extreme weather and slow-onset events is a priority, particularly for developing countries and people in vulnerable situations. Loss and damage affects people’s livelihoods through, inter alia, destruction of homes, ecosystems, property and infrastructure, and resulting impacts on the economy, income, human health and food security, with cascading impacts on children. Erosion of livelihoods is also a push factor for human mobility, and may contribute to increased risk of exploitation, especially of women and girls. Under the Paris Agreement, Parties have recognized the importance of averting, minimizing and addressing loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of climate change. The areas of cooperation and facilitation identified under article 8 relating to loss and damage include the resilience of communities, livelihoods and ecosystems, among others. The outcome of the Global Stocktake urges Parties to substantially reduce the adverse effects of climate change on poverty eradication and livelihoods, in particular by, promoting the use of adaptive social protection measures for all. Livelihood resilience requires ensuring the capacity of social, economic and environmental systems to cope with the adverse human rights impacts of climate change by structuring those systems in human rights-enhancing ways that protect people’s livelihoods, including through social protection.
International human rights law requires urgent action to prevent, minimize and remedy climate change related impacts on the effective enjoyment of human rights through climate change mitigation, adaptation and efforts to address loss and damage. Human rights principles and standards, including those contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas, should inform all climate action, including action to respond to loss and damage. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides that everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for their health and well-being, including in the event of loss of livelihood. Ensuring the human rights to an adequate standard of living, decent work and social security, among others, are essential for livelihood resilience. 
A human rights economy would be an economy that operates in accord with human rights law, where human rights form guardrails for business and investment decisions and practice.  This prioritizes and protects people and the planet, generating resilient, sustainable livelihoods and advancing a just transition away from environmentally destructive activities. It helps protect the rights and livelihoods of workers and communities affected by climate change including through livelihood restoration, diversification, education and training. It guarantees the rights to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, including through ecosystem conservation and restoration, and in doing so promotes sustainable livelihoods, prioritizing the meaningful participation of those in vulnerable situations, affected communities, workers and their trade unions, among others.
Averting, minimizing and addressing loss and damage in the context of livelihoods requires a wide range of rights-based measures, for example with respect to social protection, just transition, cultural rights, the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, and rights to traditional knowledge, lands, territories, and resources. States, businesses, and others should work together with frontline communities and affected people to support their livelihood resilience in the face of loss and damage from climate change. 

	Format:
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for podium interventions, including the opening statement, panellists’ presentations, and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. The panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available.
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who could not take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, this panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning will be provided and webcast. Participants can access live English captioning on the StreamText web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG) during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Background documents:
	Human Rights Council resolutions on human rights and climate change:
· Human Rights Council resolution 53/6 of 12 July 2023
· Human Rights Council resolution 50/9 of 7 July 2022
· Human Rights Council resolution 47/24 of 14 July 2021
· Human Rights Council resolution 44/7 of 16 July 2020
· Human Rights Council resolution 41/21 of 12 July 2019
· Human Rights Council resolution 38/4 of 5 July 2018
· Human Rights Council resolution 35/20 of 22 June 2017
· Human Rights Council resolution 32/33 of 1 July 2016 
· Human Rights Council resolution 29/15 of 2 July 2015 
· Human Rights Council resolution 26/27 of 27 June 2014 
· Human Rights Council resolution 18/22 of 30 September 2011 
· Human Rights Council resolution 10/4 of 25 March 2009 
· Human Rights Council resolution 7/23 of 28 March 2008
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