56th session of the Human Rights Council
Annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women

Theme: Economic violence as a form of gender-based violence against women and girls
Concept note (as of 24 June 2024)
	Date and venue:
	Friday, 28 June 2024, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva
(broadcast live and archived at https://webtv.un.org) 

	Objectives:
	To deepen the understanding of economic violence as a form of gender-based violence that affects disproportionately women and girls and to discuss how the international human rights framework provides comprehensive pathways to protect women’s right to live a life free from all forms of gender-based violence. 

	Chair: 
	H.E. Mrs. Heidi Schroderus-Fox, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statement: 
	Mr. Volker Türk, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

	Panellists:
	· Ms. Esther Waweru, Senior Legal Advisor at Equality Now 
· Ms. Genoveva Tisheva, Vice-Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
· Ms. Agata Szypulska, Seconded National Expert in Gender-Based Violence at the European Institute for Gender Equality 
· Ms. Anne-Sophie Parent, Chair of Older Women’s Network, Europe (video message) 

	Outcome:
	A summary report on the discussion will be prepared by OHCHR.

	Mandate: 
	In its resolution 6/30, the Human Rights Council reaffirmed the principle of gender equality and the need for the full implementation of the human rights of women and decided to hold an annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women. The first panel of the 2024 annual discussion will address economic violence against women and girls in accordance with Human Rights Council resolution 53/27. 

	Background:
	Economic violence against women and girls is a pervasive yet often overlooked form of gender-based violence that represents an important obstacle to the realization of human rights. The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention) includes in the definition of violence against women acts that result in, or are likely to result in, economic harm (article 3). In the same article, the Convention adds that economic violence can be a form of domestic violence. Although this form of violence has not been defined in detail by international human rights mechanisms, practitioners[footnoteRef:2] have described it as economic control, economic sabotage and economic exploitation, deprivation and restriction of financial independence that can take place in the context of families, intimate relationships and sometimes perpetuated by the State itself.  [2:  https://eige.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/EIGE_Factsheet_EconomicViolence.pdf ] 

Economic violence represents a barrier to women’s economic empowerment. The enjoyment of women’s economic, social and cultural rights are necessary preconditions for a fair and just society and sustainable development. Measures to promote and protect these human rights include equal pay for work of equal value, access to decent work, access to quality education, sexual and reproductive health and rights, equal property ownership and access and control over resources. However, around the world, vast and disproportionate numbers of women and girls continue to face multiple and intersecting forms of violence, discrimination and socio-economic marginalization, which limits their participation and advancement in the economic, social and political spheres. By delving deeper into this issue, we will be exploring other avenues to promote gender equality and eliminate gender-based violence.
The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) has clarified in its general recommendations No. 19 and No. 35 that gender-based violence against women constitutes discrimination against women and therefore engages all obligations under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. An overarching obligation of States parties is to pursue a policy of eliminating discrimination against women, including gender-based violence.
In its general recommendation No. 35, the Committee pointed out that gender-based violence takes multiple forms, including acts or omissions intended or likely to cause economic harm or threats of such acts (paragraph 14). The Committee stressed that gender-based violence against women and girls, including economic violence, is one of the fundamental, social, political and economic means by which the subordinate position of women with respect to men and their stereotyped roles are perpetuated and constitutes a critical obstacle to equality requiring urgent action.
The intersection of economic violence and fundamental human rights is particularly significant as economic violence not only undermines women’s economic agency but also exacerbates their vulnerability to other forms of violence and exploitation. In intimate relationships economic violence often occurs alongside other forms of violence, such as physical, psychological and sexual violence, coercing and controlling behaviours. Furthermore, economic violence can limit access to education, healthcare and legal services, perpetuating a cycle of poverty, social and economic exclusion. The prevalence and consequences of such violence are exacerbated by intersecting factors such as race, ethnicity, socio-economic status, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender identity, migration status and geographic location, among others. Understanding and addressing economic violence is critical to protecting the human rights of women and girls and advancing gender equality.
Despite increased global attention and efforts to eradicate gender-based violence, significant gaps remain. Many States lack specific legislation to address gender-based violence and in particular economic violence, and in certain cases discriminatory legal frameworks, such as inheritance or family laws, fuel it. Additionally, cultural and societal norms frequently perpetuate gender biases that justify or normalize economic violence. 
The panel aims at deepening the understanding of economic violence as a form of gender-based violence by providing a space for organizations to share the views, perspectives and lived experiences of women survivors. Moreover, the panel discussion will highlight how human rights norms and principles provide a comprehensive framework to protect women’s right to live a life free from all forms of gender-based violence, including economic violence.

	Format: 
	The panel discussion will be limited to two hours. The opening statement and initial presentations by the panellists will be followed by a two-part interactive discussion and by conclusions from the panellists. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for podium interventions, including the opening statement, panellists’ presentations, and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. The remaining hour will be reserved for two segments of interventions from the floor, with each segment consisting of interventions from 14 States or observers, 2 national human rights institutions and 4 non-governmental organizations. Each speaker will have 1.5 minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. The panellists will respond to questions and comments during the remaining time available.
The list of speakers for the discussion will be established through the online inscription system and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups of States will be moved to the beginning of the list. Delegates who could not take the floor due to time constraints will be able to upload their statements on the online system to be posted on the HRC Extranet. Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Accessibility:
	In an effort to render the Human Rights Council more accessible to persons with disabilities and to promote their full participation in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, the panel discussion will be webcast and made accessible. International sign interpretation and real-time captioning in English will be provided and webcast during the debate. Participants can access live English captioning on the StreamText web page (https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=CFI-UNOG) during the event itself. Hearing loops are available for collection from the Secretariat desk. Oral statements may be embossed in Braille from any of the six official languages of the United Nations, upon request and following the procedure described in the Accessibility guide to the Human Rights Council for persons with disabilities (https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/accessibility).

	Related documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 6/30 of 14 December 2007 on integrating the human rights of women throughout the United Nations system
· Human Rights Council resolution 47/15 of 13 July 2021 on accelerating efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls: preventing and responding to all forms of violence against women and girls with disabilities
· General recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19 (1992)
· The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention)
· European Institute for Gender Equality: Understanding Economic Violence against Women, 2023
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