	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Russian Federation
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 52nd session



APPLICATION DEADLINE: 29 NOVEMBER 2022 AT 12 NOON GENEVA TIME
· The application process consists of two compulsory parts: 
(1) online survey
 (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/741841) 
and 
(2) application form in Word format
 (to be downloaded from https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/hrc52) 
· Once fully completed, in English or French only, the Word application form should be submitted by email to ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org 
· A maximum of up to three optional reference letters may be attached to the email (in Word or PDF format). 

· No additional documents (e.g. CVs, resumes or additional reference letters) will be accepted. 

· Applicants will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by the Secretariat. 
· Applications will only be considered if both parts and all sections of the Word application form have been completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. No incomplete or late applications will be accepted.
· Candidates eligible for Working Group mandates are only nationals of the States belonging to the regional groups for which specific vacancies have been advertised.
· General description of the selection process and answers to frequently asked questions are available at https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/nominations and https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/basic-information-selection-independent-experts. 
· In case of technical difficulties or problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email (ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org) or fax (+41 22 917 9008).
I. PERSONAL DATA
	1. Family (last) name: Haraszti                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1945

	2. First (given) name: Miklos                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: Jerusalem

	3. Other name, if any: --                                                               
	7. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Hungary

	4. Gender: male                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality: --


II. MANDATE-SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words limit)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; and good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish).
ACADEMIC DEGREES IN HUMAN RIGHTS:

•
MA in philosophy, University of Budapest (1970)
•
Honorary Doctorate in Humanities, Northwestern University (1998)
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE IN HUMAN RIGHTS PROMOTION:
•
UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Belarus (2012 to 2018)
•
OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media (2004 to 2010)

•
Head of OSCE-ODIHR Election Observation Missions (USA 2010, Kazakhstan 2012, Bulgaria 2013, Tajikistan 2015, Netherlands 2017, Turkmenistan 2018) 
PROFESSOR OF HUMAN RIGHTS: 

•
Sample courses taught on human rights: human rights advocacy; rights-based politics; censorship; media freedom.
•
Columbia University, New York, (2010, 2011, and 2014)
•        Central European University, Budapest (2012, 2013). 
•
Northwestern University, Chicago (1996). 
LANGUAGES, COMMUNICATION AND NEGOTIATING SKILLS:

•
English and Russian (speaking and writing)
•
French and German (reading) 
•
Conducted numerous high-level visits and negotiations with governments, diplomats, and civil society 
•        Frequent public speaker in the media and at gatherings on human rights issues


2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words limit)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles (please state how this was acquired). Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights and particularly in the area of the mandate (please state how this was acquired).
Proven work experience in the field of human rights and particularly in the area of the mandate (please state years of experience).
 EXPERIENCE IN INSTITUTING, APPLYING, AND PROMOTING  INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS STANDARDS   
1) IN NATIONAL CONTEXT
•
A co-founder of Hungary's then-persecuted human rights movement (1976-1989) 
•
Participant at the Hungarian Roundtable Talks (the negotiations on transition to free elections and democracy), co-author of the Constitution's tenets on freedoms and rights (1989-1990) 
•
Member of Hungary's first freely elected Parliament, author of laws securing freedom of expression and other rights (1990-1994)

2) IN SERVING INERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS
•
As OSCE's Representative on Freedom of the Media, acted on challenges to speech rights occurring in the 56 participating States (2004-2010). 
•
As UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus, surveyed the full spectrum of human rights in one country (2012-2018)
•
As Head of Mission in several international election observation missions, oversaw expert scrutiny of compliance of election processes with democracy's legal and technical requirements, applying the methodology of OSCE's Office of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (U.S. 2010, Kazakhstan 2012, Bulgaria 2013, Tajikistan 2015, Netherlands 2017, Turkmenistan 2018) 


3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words limit)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights (please explain how such competence was acquired).
HONORS IN RECOGNITION OF EXCELLENCE IN PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS 
•
Knight of the Legion of Honour of the French Republic, for promoting freedom of expression worldwide, 2011 

•
Officer of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland, for promoting human rights and democratic standards, 2010
•
Commander of the Royal Order of the Polar Star of Sweden, for promoting freedom of the media, 2010
•
Officer of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany, for global press freedom work, 2010 
•
Chydenius Medal (Sweden/Finland), for work to internationally promote openness and access to governmental information, 2008 
•
Commander of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Hungary, for work for the establishment of freedom of the press in Hungary, 2005 
•        Doctor of Humane Letters (honorary degree), acknowledging writing and practical work done for human rights, Nortwestern University, Chicago, 1998.


4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that the candidate has written or public statements, or pronouncements that the candidate has made or events in which the candidate has participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate applied for, in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: Special Report: Russia: the Beslan terrorist attack and its handling in the state media
Journal/Publisher: OSCE RFOM Yearbook 2004, pages 223-238
Date of publication:  2004
Web link, if available: https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/b/d/37295.pdf
2. Title of publication: Human Rights and a changing media landscape, chapter: Media pluralism and human rights, pages 94-103
Journal/Publisher: Council of Europe Publishing
Date of publication: 2011
Web link, if available: https://rm.coe.int/16806da515
3. Title of publication: Special Report: Cases of media freedom violations during the electoral campaign to the State Duma of the Russian Federation, 2007,
Journal/Publisher: OSCE RFOM Yearbook 2007, page 213
Date of publication: 2007
Web link, if available: Press Release: https://www.osce.org/fom/49250, 

Special Report: https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/4/3/29576.pdf

If more than three publications, kindly provide a summary of the rest (200 words limit): 
•
The above are but examples of my human right-related publications, comprising of hundreds of statements, essays, surveys, case studies, issue papers, and manuals on international human rights issues. 
•
A selection of cases relating to the Russian Federation, raised as RFOM: shorturl.at/guF79  (Search at https://www.osce.org/press-releases for: Haraszti AND Russia)
•
My output from the OSCE years 2004-2010 is collected in print in the 6-12 volumes of my Yearbooks, also available online: https://www.osce.org/fom/106683) 
•
My UN reports on Belarus are available on the OHCRC website: 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-belarus/miklos-haraszti-former-special-rapporteur 
•
Unrelated to the present candidacy, I am a well-published author of non-fiction books on social matters which have been translated into several languages: 

In English:

-- A Worker in a Worker's State (London: Penguin, 1976); 
-- The Velvet Prison: Artists under State Socialism (London: Penguin, 1988)

•        Also published numerous essays and Op-Eds in global newspapers, such as The New York Times and The Washington Post.


4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that the candidate may have participated in with respect to the mandate applied for, in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event of public statement/pronouncement: Keynote speech, On the causes of violence against journalists
Event organizer:  Moscow, World Congress of the International Federation of Journalists
Date of public statement/pronouncement: 28 May 2007
Web link, if available: https://www.osce.org/fom/33424, Ten Years for Media Freedom pages 94-103
2. Platform/occasion/event of public statement/pronouncement: Keynote address on Challenges posed by Illiberal Democracy in Europe   
Event organizer: CIMA-CAMRI WORKSHOP 
Date of public statement/pronouncement: London, 25 July 2015
Web link, if available:      
3. Platform/occasion/event of public statement/pronouncement: Keynote speech
Event organizer: European Press Prize award ceremony
Date of public statement/pronouncement: 2018
Web link, if available: https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/can-europe-make-it/shared-sense-of-media-freedom-is-alive-and-ready-to-strike-back/
If more than three, kindly provide a summary of the rest (200 words limit): 
Many more public speeches and media appearances

5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words limit)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council (HRC) sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York; travelling on two country visits per year; drafting reports according to established deadlines; organizing and participating in consultations and meetings; addressing allegations of human rights violations with all concerned; providing advice to States and other stakeholders on issues related to the mandate; and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated time of four to six months per year to the work of a mandate depending on its workload. 
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive a salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 
The time required for engagement with the Mandate can be adjusted with my other activities 
6. NOMINATION FOR THE MANDATE
Indicate whether the candidate has been nominated by (check all that apply): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual nominations (indicate this if the candidate is self-nominating)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Governments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regional groups operating within the United Nations human rights systems
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International organizations or their offices
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-governmental organizations
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National human rights institutions 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other human rights bodies
Name of the nominating entity and additional information about the nomination (use if applicable, for third-party nominations only) (200 words limit):

Self-nominating; attaching two recommendation letters 
III. Motivation Letter, INCLUDING YOUR VISION OF THE MANDATE
(600 word limit. Must be typed in the space below; cannot be sent in a separate email or as an attachment. To be written by the candidates themselves even if nominated by another entity.)
I am writing to express my genuine interest in serving as the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Russian Federation. 

I feel prepared to fulfil this demanding Mandate based on my lifetime’s widely acknowledged service to the cause of human rights, including the decades spent in high-level human rights diplomacy. Additionally, my service as head of several international human rights advocacy bodies was in large part dedicated to assisting the post-Soviet region and the Russian Federation. 

•        From 2004 to 2010, I served as OSCE’s Representative on Freedom of the Media. 

Confronted with the deteriorating state of the right to freedom of expression in the Russian Federation, I applied the instruments of the Mandate: collected the facts from both official and societal sources; offered assistance to the Government in its complying with the commitments; issued early warnings in instances of persecution of the media; requested the halting of punitive administrative and legislative acts; and called for resolute actions to quell violence against and murder of journalists.  

My reports regularly documented the developments in the Russian Federation; I wrote and published numerous case studies, conflict accounts, policy manuals, and collections of best legal practices. I supported the persecuted and assaulted media workers, for example by giving the keynote address at the Moscow World Congress of the International Federation of Journalists in 2007.

•        From 2012 to 2018, I served as the first UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus. The Belarus Mandate, just as the recent Russian Federation Mandate, had been launched by the Council in the wake of a sharp decline in the country’s human rights governance. Accordingly, my fact-finding, reports, and press releases encompassed the full spectrum of human rights, while I frequently contacted the Government of Belarus, offering cooperation. 

Even as the Government maintained its rejection of the Mandate, I ascribe a certain positive impact to my public support for the defenders of civic, gender, and minority rights, whom I often consulted at meetings in neighboring countries. At times, the Government refrained from prosecuting otherwise outlawed associations, and released imprisoned activists. 

I hold the easing of pressures to be a worthy goal for the Mandate, but temporary or partial concessions cannot substitute for the Governments’ compliance with their human rights commitments. This is strikingly demonstrated by the fact that Ales Bialiatski, president of the Belarusian Human Rights Center Viasna, who is a winner of this year’s Nobel Peace Prize, was freed in 2014, but is currently imprisoned again for his human rights activities and for the work of Viasna.

•        Over the last decade, on behalf of OSCE’s Office of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, I have served as Head of Mission in altogether six Election Observations Missions (the U.S., Kazakhstan, Bulgaria, Tajikistan, the Netherlands, and Turkmenistan). These country missions have further enhanced my understanding of the interplay between election rights and most other human rights.

To sum up, I could bring proven capabilities and matching expertise to the Mandate: 

•        Proficiency in the Russian language.

•        Up-to-date awareness of the state of human rights in the Russian Federation. 

•        In-depth know-how in applying the UN’s human rights norms and toolkits.

•        Diplomatic skills, honed over decades of advocating on human rights internationally and nationally.

•        Determination to protect the victims of violations and support human rights defenders.

•        Independence of judgement, objectivity and accuracy in fact-finding and reporting.

•        Ability to propose recommendations that are efficient and realistic using a step-by-step approach. 

I believe in the high vocation of the Mandate, and would serve it for no other reason than assisting the cause of human rights. 

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: Hungarian
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:

Arabic: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: easily
Write: Easily or not easily: easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: easily
French: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: easily
Write: Easily or not easily: not easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: not easily

Russian: Yes or no: YES   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: easily
Write: Easily or not easily: easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: easily
Spanish: Yes or no: NO   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
V. EDUCATION
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating the type of degree and field of study, and whether full- or part-time; for example, Masters in Law, University of XXX, part-time, 1975-1977, city and country). If space in the table is insufficient, more than one degree may be listed in a single cell below, separating them by a blank line.
	Name of degree, field of study and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003; 

for ongoing education, please put e.g. 2018-present):
	Degree obtained (please indicate YES or NO):
	Place and country:

	MA in Philosophy
	1963-1970
	Yes
	Budapest University, Hungary

	Doctor of Humane Letters, Honorary Degree
	1998
	Yes
	Nortwestern University, Chicago, US

	     
	     
	
	     

	     
	     
	
	     

	     
	     
	
	     


VI. EMPLOYMENT

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with the candidate’s current (or most recent) occupation. Also, indicate whether positions held were full-time or part-time. If space in the table is insufficient, more than one position may be listed in a single cell below, separating them by a blank line.
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position, full- or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005; 
for ongoing activities, please put e.g. 2018-present):
	Place 
and country:

	Fellow, Center for Media, Data, and Society, Democracy Institute, CEU, 

part-time

	2016 to present
	 Budapest, Hungary

	United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus
part-time
	2012-2018
	Geneva, Switzerland 

	Head of Election Observation Missions,

full time (for the duration of each Mission

	2010 to 2018
	USA 2010,

Kazakhstan 2012, 

Bulgaria 2013, 

Tajikistan 2015,

Netherlands 2017, 

Turkmenistan 2018


	Director of Research on Human Rights,

Center for European Neighborhood Studies, 

Central European University, 

part-time 

	2012-2016
	Budapest, Hungary

	Visiting professor in Political Science, 

Columbia University,

School of International and Public Affairs, 

full-time

	2010, 2011, and 2014
	New York, U.S.

	OSCE's Representative on Freedom of the Media, 

full-time

	2004-2010
	Geneva, Switzerland

	1997: "Democracy Professor" at the New School for Social Research, part-time

E. L. Wiegand Distinguished Visiting Professor in Political Science, Northwestern University,
full-time 

	1997

1994-1995



	New York, U.S.

Chicago, U.S.


	Member of Parliament, full time
	1990-1994
	Budapest, Hungary


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. Does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
NO
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

NO
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:

NO
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (please answer YES if the candidate complies, NO if the candidate does not comply, together with an explanation).
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
YES
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures that the candidate will take.
Does not apply
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate. The candidate’s name below should match how it is entered on the first page of the form and in the online survey. 
I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the secretariat by 
email (ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org). 
Please review the application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: Miklós Haraszti
Date: 29 November, 2022
****
� The short online survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. The same name, gender and nationality must be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form. 


� The application form in Word format includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words (section III of the form). The application form should be completed in English or French only, the two working languages of the United Nations Secretariat. The application form will be used as received to prepare the public list of eligible candidates who applied for the vacancy. The application forms of eligible candidates will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public web page for the selection process. 
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