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Madam Chairperson, Excellencies, greetings. 

  

Thank you for yet another robust session.  

 

In the area of climate justice, we call for attention on what is 

happening in Nigeria with unprecedented flooding leading to loss 

of lives, insurgencies in the northern parts of the country affecting 

the safety, security and livelihoods of indigenes, violence against 

women (especially those vying for political office in the upcoming 

2023 elections) and general sexual and gender based violence on 

girls and women. Nigeria has been experiencing ethnic violence 

which has made most of the country unsafe for the repatriation of 

People of African Descent and the diaspora to the country. We call 

on the Permanent Forum to institute sustained dialogue with the 

Nigerian government and with engagement of Civil Society 

Organizations working in this field.  

 

In the context of the decolonization of the Caribbean spaces and 

building linkages for reparatory justice, we must not forget that 

colonialism still exists in different Caribbean spaces occupied by 

the Dutch, French, and English. I like to specifically bring to bear 

what is happening in the region of Sint Maarten, colonized by 

France & Netherlands. St. Martin fought and in 10/10/10 became 

an autonomous country although still under the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands. Self-determination was incomplete. It is one of the 

islands that will be extinct in 40 years due to climate change. I and 

my family were affected during hurricane Irma in 2017. The island 

was flattened. They still struggle to reconstruct to the level 

affordable for their people. Though local autonomy exists, key 

development and financing governance decisions are still 

administered by the Dutch and French from the Hague and France, 



in a mere 37 square miles area. After the Hurricane Irma of 2017, 

attempts were made to put a border between the islands with the 

Dutch and French police guarding each side. The people rose up 

and fought against it. The same islands are still struggling for their 

rights. I understand that the Netherlands is planning an apology, 

but without due process and engagement. France and Netherlands, 

where are you? What do you say to a call for a referendum, 

apology and reparations for the people of St. Martin. Where are 

you with addressing the health-related trauma of enslavement, then, 

and now with the rehabilitation, reconstruction and sustainable 

development post hurricane Irma, post Covid and within the 

framework of the Forum for People of African Descent? We call on 

the Special Rapporteur to engage with those with lived experiences 

from these regions in the addressing of the issues. We call on the 

Special Rapporteur to request a report from the Netherlands and 

France that is contributed to by the affected islands. 

 
Thank you. 

Amb. Okama Ekpe Brook 

Founder & president, ACHA    
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