Donald Wiggins Jr Esq.
P.O. Box 
Columbus, Ohio 

May 12, 2023

Dear International Independent Expert Mechanism to advance racial justice and equality in the context of law enforcement, pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 47/2:

Subject: Input on Advancing Racial Justice and Equality in Law Enforcement

My name is Donald Wiggins Jr. I am an attorney based in Columbus, Ohio. I am writing to provide input for the preparation of your second report on advancing racial justice and equality in the context of law enforcement, pursuant to Human Rights Council Resolution 47/21. I address the following three areas: (1) Modification or Elimination of Qualified Immunity for Law Enforcement: Promoting Compliance with the International Legal Framework; (2) Regulations on Police Surveillance Technology: Promoting Racial Justice, Equality, and Trust Building, and (3) Incorporation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and ICCPR into State Courts: Enhancing Accountability Measures for Human Rights Violations.

I. Modification or Elimination of Qualified Immunity for Law Enforcement: Promoting Compliance with the International Legal Framework

The doctrine of qualified immunity, which shields law enforcement officials from liability in cases of excessive use of force or misconduct, poses a challenge to accountability for human rights violations. Eliminating or modifying qualified immunity would foster compliance with the international legal framework governing the use of force and firearms by law enforcement officials. Specifically, it would align with Article 2 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), which obligates states to safeguard the right to life and prevent arbitrary deprivation of life. By removing qualified immunity, law enforcement officials engaging in excessive use of force would be held accountable, thereby ensuring compliance with the ICCPR and other relevant international human rights treaties.

II. Regulations on Police Surveillance Technology: Promoting Racial Justice, Equality, and Trust Building

Police surveillance technology often disproportionately affects minority communities and infringes upon their right to privacy. The establishment of comprehensive regulations on police surveillance technology is imperative to promote racial justice, equality, and trust building. Such regulations should align with Article 17 of the ICCPR, which safeguards the right to privacy and prohibits arbitrary or unlawful interference. State-level regulations can be designed to comply with Article 17 of the ICCPR and other pertinent international human rights treaties. Additionally, conducting comparative research on effective practices and regulations from other countries can provide valuable insights into promoting racial justice and equality through appropriate oversight of police surveillance technology.

III. Incorporation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and ICCPR into State Courts: Enhancing Accountability Measures for Human Rights Violations

To strengthen accountability for human rights violations by law enforcement, I propose the active interpretation and incorporation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and ICCPR into state courts. Both the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the ICCPR serve as fundamental frameworks for the protection and promotion of human rights. Incorporating these principles into state law enables courts to hold law enforcement officials accountable for their actions. For example, Article 9 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights safeguards the right to liberty and security of the person, prohibiting arbitrary detention. State courts can utilize this principle in their decision-making process to ensure accountability for any arbitrary detention perpetrated by law enforcement officials.

In conclusion, modifying or eliminating qualified immunity, establishing regulations on police surveillance technology, and incorporating the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and ICCPR into state law are essential steps toward promoting compliance with international legal frameworks, racial justice, equality, and accountability for human rights violations by law enforcement. I trust that these suggestions will contribute to the preparation of your upcoming report.

Thank you for considering my input.

Sincerely,

/s/ Donald Wiggins Jr Esq. 

Donald Wiggins Jr Esq. 
