Written Submission of Mulheres Negras Decidem 
To the International Independent Expert Mechanism to advance racial justice and equality in the context of law enforcement

Pursuant to paragraph 15 of the Human Rights Council Resolution 47/21, the International Independent Expert Mechanism to advance racial justice and equality for Africans and people of African descent in the context of law enforcement (the Expert Mechanism) on the “Reimagining policing”, in its upcoming report, the Expert Mechanism will explore its mandate in paragraph 11(f) of resolution 47/21, to advance racial justice and equality for Africans and people of African descent in the context of law enforcement inter alia by “Making recommendations with regard to addressing systemic racism, in law enforcement and the criminal justice systems, closing trust deficits, strengthening institutional oversight, adopting alternative and complementary methods to policing and the use of force, and encouraging stocktaking of lessons learned”.
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[Brazil]

Contact Information: Tainah Pereira
Contact person email: tainah@mulheresnegrasdecidem.org


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Mulheres Negras Decidem movement was launched in 2018, during the Brazilian elections, as a mobilization of black women to strengthen their political representation and confront racism and sexism in the political landscape. Its goal is to elect more black women to public offices and influence public policies that address the demands and needs of the black population, particularly black women.

INTRODUCTION
This submission focuses on: 

· Laws, policies, guidelines, and procedures compliant with the international legal framework governing the use of force and firearms by law enforcement officials.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS:

· To review and evaluate the Brazilian National Action Plan (NAP) for the Women, Peace and Security Agenda. 
· Brazil must include in its NAP the processes for the bureaucracy and the official sources to fund the activities planned for the WPSA.
· The Brazilian Federal Government must reverse the concessions to possession and bearing of weapons by civilians. 

· Although Brazilian NAP focuses on representation, from 2017 up to 2022 none of the objectives regarding ensuring and promoting the rights of  women and girls in situations of pre-conflict, conflict and post-conflict considered this index a priority to achieve the main goals. Also civilian representative participation is not a reality, neither within nor outside the national territory (e.g. MINUSTAH). Women are more than 51% of the population in Brazil (IBGE, 2021) and black women are more than 28% of the total population (IBGE, 2021), more than a half of Brazilian women are black. However, the percentage of black and indigenous women in positions of power and decision, specially on security, policing and defense themes are few yet. The impact seen is that more black women (specially young) are being incarcerated and the police brutality against transgender black women is sadly remarkable. 

· From 2009 and 2013 Brazil had a brief test on including more civilians in discussions about national security and public safety. This process was interrupted and now there is no spaces for civilians and military collaboration on these topics. The Defense White Paper must be retrieved and in a perspective where foreign and defense policies are considered as public policies subject to civilian monitoring. 

· Despite the increase in general violence with the use of fire guns, the electoral violence (particularly against women, black people and the LGBTQIA+ community) was unprecedented. Around 40% of the attacks came from the far-right electors and there were at least 15 murders and 23 assassination attempts. 
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