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INTRODUCTION
InPDUM is a mass organization formed by the African People’s Socialist Party (APSP) in Chicago, Illinois in 1991 to defend the democratic, human and civil rights of the African community.  We are located in the United States, the Caribbean, Africa and Europe.

Our political program that guides our work is called the Revolutionary National Democratic Program (RNDP).  The RNDP outlines a program for the defense of the rights of African people and the struggle for our freedom.  InPDUM believes in Black Community Control of the Police.  
Point 16 of the RNDP states “We demand African community control of the police in our oppressed and exploited communities in the domestic colonies of North and South America, the Caribbean and Europe.”
Furthermore, Point 19 of the RNDP states “We demand the immediate withdrawal of the terroristic police and military troops from the African Community and their replacement with African liberation forces whose struggles in defense of our community against our oppression demonstrate their loyalty to our community and their willingness to serve in its interest.”
In addition, Point 22 of the RNDP states “All military checkpoints must be removed – all policies allowing for extortion of money (sometimes under the guise of traffic tickets) by colonial and neo-colonial police, armies and governments at checkpoints and the demand for identification papers specifying ethnicity, address, warrant status and other colonial categories must be ended. Such police, armies and governments include the various U.S. and European police forces, the paramilitary death squads in Colombia, the neo-colonial South African police and the neo-colonial army of Sierra Leone.”
These three points of the RNDP provide the basis for some of InPDUM’s most important work such as the Africans Charge Genocide (ACG) and the Black Community Control of the Police (BCCP) campaigns.
InPDUM’s ACG and BCCP campaigns are completely in-line with the Expert Mechanism’s mandate in paragraph 11(f) of resolution 47/21, to advance racial justice and equality for Africans and people of African descent in the context of law enforcement inter alia by “Making recommendations with regard to addressing systemic racism, in law enforcement and the criminal justice systems, closing trust deficits, strengthening institutional oversight, adopting alternative and complementary methods to policing and the use of force, and encouraging stocktaking of lessons learned”.
DISCUSSION
InPDUM believes in the popular defense of the community against police violence and state repression.  
In 1992, we defended the Cross City 5, five young black men framed for a murder admittedly committed by a white man in the small North Florida city.  In 1996, we defended Tyron Lewis, a teenage motorist killed by police in St. Petersburg, Florida.  We also subsequently defended the African community when they rose up in rebellion after the killer cops were not charged.  In 2009, in Oakland, California, we defended Oscar Grant who was killed by police and Lovelle Mixon who killed and injured police officers after suffering years of abuse at their hands. In 2016, we held the Three Drowned Black Girls campaign in defense of young African women who died when their car was rammed into a lake by Pinellas County deputies.
In 2015, InPDUM organized the Black People’s Grand Jury in St. Louis, Missouri after the district attorney refused to indict killer cop Darren Wilson. This was an important event as it was an anticolonial event that used all of the same procedures as official grand juries.  The Black People’s Grand Jury was an example of what we call “dual and contending power.”  It is an exercise in democracy. It challenges our colonial oppression and lack of freedom while producing a force that contends with the colonial state’s ability to control our lives.  
Our work has caused us to endure repression by local and federal police agencies.
On Friday, July 29, 2022, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) initiated a political assault against the APSP, the broader Uhuru Movement and our Chairman Omali Yeshitela, in the form of pre-dawn raids. This attack employed the use of dozens of tactical gear-sporting FBI agents, battering rams, flashbang grenades, assault rifles, drones and more.
The attacks occurred in two cities where our Party has prominent bases: St. Petersburg, Florida and St. Louis, Missouri, the latter our recently established Party and InPDUM headquarters. They were simultaneous, beginning at 5:00 AM in the Midwest and 6:00 AM on the east coast. The attacks happened at a time when the FBI assumed our leaders would have been in a vulnerable state; can you imagine if Chairman Omali Yeshitela had been in a groggy-state, woken up from a deep-sleep, and did not exit his home with his hands- up, as instructed by the FBI?  On December 9, 1969, in Chicago, a similar attack was made against Fred Hampton and Mark Clark of the Black Panther Party. Hampton and Clark were murdered as a result of the attack; and that could have very well been the fate of Chairman Omali Yeshitela on July 29th of 2022.

Less than a month earlier, in what appears to be a dry-run, an assailant used a military-grade flamethrower to torch the red, black and green African national flag that flies above our office in St. Petersburg, Florida. The assailant did not even get charged with Arson! Where are the good practices of law enforcement? Forget good practices of law enforcement, can we at least have consistent policing practices?

This EMLER Call for Inputs on reimagining policing, includes, amongst other things, a call for input on closing trust deficits in policing. How can “closing the trust deficit” be possible for Africans, when policing practices do not properly serve us, whether we are being targeted by the law, or we are begging the law to protect us?

Since July 29, 2022, the FBI and US government have colluded with Regions Bank to attack the economic development programs we have in the black community including the Black Power Blueprint. 

Since 2016, InPDUM has led the ACG Campaign, a campaign built on 70-plus years of activism and 50-plus years of Uhuru Movement organization which includes the 1982 World Tribunal on Reparations to African People held in Brooklyn, New York by the APSP.  Our petition was housed on Change.org, at the address africanschargegenocide.org.  The petition garnered upwards of 130,000 signatures of people from around the world who united with bringing a petition on the crime of genocide against African people in the US in front of the United Nations.  The FBI had our petition wiped clean from the internet.

The attacks against the Uhuru Movement follows a longstanding tactic that the US has deployed against African people in the United States since its attack on Marcus Garvey’s movement in the 1920s and its assault against WEB Du Bois, Claudia Jones, Paul Robeson and others in the 1950s.  It exposes there are no limits to which colonial powers will go to keep African people from exposing the crimes against humanity that we have endured.  They use state violence, jailings, assassination and the racist claims that our resistance is the result of foreign powers and not our experience within US borders.

It has proven law in the US to be merely the opinion of the ruling class.  Their inhuman attacks against us have been legalized and our resistance has been criminalized.

As a part of our efforts to defend all organizers against such political repression and terror, we have organized a sanctuary city campaign calling on local governments to refuse cooperation with the federal government attacks on organizers who work to improve the conditions of life for Black people in the US. 

Black Community Control of Policing and Justice 
Below, we chronicle three programs that defend the Black community against police abuse, empowers African people to solve their own communal disputes as well as issues with the police, and lastly empowers.  
Below we outline three things: Black Community Control of the Police petitions that are taken to local city councils, Black People’s Courts/BCCP Commissions and the Sanctuary City resolutions that will protect local organizers from government police repression.
Under BCCP we believe that local law enforcement must be representative of the demographics of the location where they are stationed.
There needs to be an immediate “cease and desist” on the practice of hiring ex-military soldiers to serve as domestic law enforcement. Naturally, military training hard-wires an “us versus them” mentality into soldiers. When ex-military soldiers are placed on local police forces, hired as correctional institution officers, etc. They continue to exhibit that same “us versus them” mindset; thus making it impossible to serve the people of a community when it has been engraved into the ex-military’s DNA that there is a friendly side, and that there is an opposing enemy.
We highly recommend the creation of a mechanism by which law enforcement pay will be reduced for violations; as opposed to a straight-forward Leave Without Pay (LWOP) system. This mechanism will still require the violating law enforcement officer to continue to work, but at a reduced pay-of-rate (for example, 75% or 50% of pay depending on the severity of the violation), and such reduced pay-of-rate violation periods will be for a duration twice-as-long as any currently established LWOP policy. The premise of this recommendation being that although a LWOP system creates a financial penalty for a violating law enforcement, the LWOP system will just build resentment from the violating officer; thus encouraging the officer to try to not get “caught” for such a violation in the future. The reduced pay-of-rate system will have a more prolonged impact of remorse on a violating officer’s rehabilitation to deter future similar civil rights violations.
· Black Community Control of the Police Resolution/Petition 
· Is a petition that wins local government to use all the power at its command, will facilitate the democratic process to establish a Black Community Control of Police Commission that will be elected by black people within the City of Portland and be authorized to assume full responsibility and authority for policing the black community, with the power to hire, fire, set standards, determine training and establish the budget for carrying out its mission of Black Community Control of the Police.
· Black People’s Courts/BCCP Commissions
· Will begin as local working groups and independent bodies. They will help empower the community to defend itself against police abuse.  They will also empower the community to solve its own internal problems.
· Main objectives objectives of this body will be:
· Know your rights card and people’s law school - prisoner defense campaigns tied to strategic demand for release of prisoners, BCCP and imprisonment of pigs guilty of misconduct. 
· Petition - recruitment tool and demonstration of political and organizational capacity among black community. 
· City council resolution- struggle for public policy reform and resolution to immediate offenses committed by city govt and state via electoral struggle, ie mayor, city council and district attorney  research should be done to understand the powers of city council mayor and district attorney- BCCP bill can be implemented by executive and/or legislative and prosecutorial policy can be effected through struggle with da. For wrongful convictions overturning campaign specific attention should be paid in key cities where liberal imperialist da’s are taking or holding office. We should find out if wrongful conviction units exist in other cities of operation and if not what is process through seeking conviction reversals besides appeal?
· Families and friends of wrongfully convicted can help assemble political action units of BCCP in their respective neighborhoods.
· Dred Scott City of Refuge Resolution
· The “Dred Scott City of Refuge” resolution is modeled on successful Sanctuary City resolutions adopted by municipalities across the U.S. that pledge non-cooperation by local governments with federal immigration raids. The “Dred Scott” resolution calls on cities to pledge non-cooperation with the FBI or other federal agency targeting “black community organizers and members for charges stemming from work for the betterment and upliftment of their community.”
· The City of Refuge resolution has already been brought to the St. Louis City Board of Aldermen by Alderman Jesse Todd

REFERENCES (links for previous or current reports/statistics/articles/websites): 
Black People’s Court/BCCP Commission Plan of Action
Dred Scott Sanctuary City proposal

Watch: Video excerpts of The Black People’s Grand Jury

Over 130,000 people sign petition to charge U.S. government with genocide—they erased it!

Watch: FBI attacks Uhuru Movement on July 29, 2022 – Hands Off Uhuru!
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