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Good morning,
We are here today to introduce the Commission’s report that will be presented to the Human Rights Council early next week. 
This report reflects the Commission’s findings at the end of its second mandate from April 2023 to March 2024. During this period, the Commission travelled to Ukraine 16 times and visited 34 settlements in nine provinces. We have relied on interviews with 816 persons.
The Commission’s investigations are a continuing process. The current report focuses on three aspects: the systematic and widespread use of torture against Ukrainian prisoners of war; the severe impact on civilians of the fighting and the siege of Mariupol city; and attacks affecting cultural objects and historical sites as well as seizure of cultural objects. 
The Commission has investigated additional cases of torture by Russian authorities. During its current mandate, it has focused on cases of torture in eleven detention facilities: seven in areas under Russian control in Ukraine and four in the Russian Federation. Victims are men and women, the majority being men aged 21 to 58 years. 
The new evidence strengthens the Commission’s previous findings that torture used by Russian authorities in Ukraine and in the Russian Federation has been widespread and systematic.
The latest investigations focused on cases of torture of Ukrainian prisoners of war. Victims’ accounts disclose relentless, brutal treatment inflicting severe pain and suffering during prolonged detention, with blatant disregard for human dignity. This has led to long-lasting physical and mental trauma.
One Ukrainian soldier, who was detained and tortured by Russian authorities in several detention facilities, recounted his experience in the correctional colony in the town of Donskoy, Tula region, where he was repeatedly subjected to torture and left with broken bones, broken teeth and gangrene on an injured foot. “I lost any hope and the will to live,” the soldier said, adding that he had tried to kill himself but perpetrators subjected him to further beating. After his release, the soldier has been hospitalized 36 times.
Turning to the siege of Mariupol city, the report assesses the grave impact on civilians of the fighting from the outset of the full-scale invasion until end of May 2022. 
Residents described unbearable suffering endured during relentless shelling and aerial bombardments which caused large-scale death, injury, and destruction. People interviewed by the Commission recalled seeing large numbers of dead bodies on the streets, in the rubble of their houses and in the city’s hospitals. The fighting in Mariupol city damaged or destroyed at least 58 medical infrastructure buildings according to data sets obtained. Describing the general situation in Mariupol, a woman who fled on foot to a neighbouring village called it “the road of death”, expressing the pervasive feeling of fear.  

Vrinda Grover, Commissioner
In this report, the Commission has documented for the first time attacks by Russian authorities affecting cultural property and the seizure of cultural objects. We have found that in the summer of 2023, the Russian armed forces committed indiscriminate attacks in Odesa city affecting several buildings and the Transfiguration Cathedral located in the historic centre. These buildings have special protection under international humanitarian law being part of the cultural heritage of peoples. 
The Commission has also examined information related to the seizure of cultural property by Russian authorities in areas under their control. By transferring cultural objects from the Kherson Regional Art Museum and removing archival documents from the State Archives of Kherson province to the Russian-occupied Crimea in the autumn of 2022, Russian authorities violated international humanitarian law and committed the war crime of seizing the enemy’s property. 
Furthermore, the Commission investigated incidents of rape and other sexual violence committed against women in circumstances which also amount to torture. It also details incidents of torture with a sexualised dimension and threats of rape against Ukrainian male prisoners of war. 
The Commission is concerned by the continued use of explosive weapons in populated areas. Often, Russian armed forces failed to take feasible precautions to verify that the affected objects are not civilian. 
The continuation of such attacks, for over two years of armed conflict, further demonstrates a pattern of disregard for the requirement to maintain the distinction between military objectives on one hand, and civilians and civilian objects on the other, as previously underscored by the Commission.

The Commission has continued to investigate allegations concerning the transfer and deportation of children from Ukraine to the Russian Federation or to Russian-occupied territories in Ukraine. In its current report, it concluded that the transfer of a group of 46 children from the Kherson Regional Children Home to Crimea was not temporary and hence amounted to war crime of unlawful transfer.

The report also describes a few violations of human rights by Ukrainian authorities against persons suspected of collaboration with Russian authorities.   
The Commission condemns all violations and corresponding crimes. It reiterates the importance of accountability, in all its dimensions.  The evidence shows that Russian authorities have committed violations of international human rights and international humanitarian law, and corresponding war crimes. Further investigations are required to determine whether some of the situations identified may constitute crimes against humanity.
Thank you for your attention. We welcome your questions.

