	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Working Group on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas, 
five members (one each) from five regional groups
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 55th session



APPLICATION DEADLINE: 30 NOVEMBER 2023 AT 12 NOON GENEVA TIME
· The application process consists of two compulsory parts: 
(1) online survey
 (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/687683) and 
(2) mandate-specific application form in Word format
 (to be downloaded from https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/hrc55) 
· Once fully completed, in English or French only, the Word application form should be saved in Word format and submitted by email to ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org 
· A maximum of up to three optional letters of support may be attached to the email (in Word or PDF format). 

· No additional documents (e.g., CVs, resumes or additional letters of support) will be accepted. 

· Applicants will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e., the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by the Secretariat. 
· Applications will only be considered if both parts and all sections of the Word application form have been completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. Please read the instructions in this form carefully and fill the form fully in accordance with such instructions. No incomplete or late applications will be accepted.
· Candidates eligible for Working Group mandates are only nationals of the States belonging to the regional groups for which specific vacancies have been advertised.
· General description of the selection process and answers to frequently asked questions are available at https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/nominations and https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/sp/basic-information-selection-independent-experts 
· In case of technical difficulties or problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email (ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org) or fax (+41 22 917 9008).
I. PERSONAL DATA
	1. Family (last) name: Fraier                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1984

	2. First (given) name: Oleksii                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: Moscow

	3. Other name, if any:                                                                     
	7. Nationality (please indicate the one nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Ukrainian

	4. Gender: Male                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality: none

	9. Please indicate the region that you are applying for, according to your nationality (please tick a box):
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member from African States
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member from Asia-Pacific States

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member from Eastern European States
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member from Latin American and Caribbean States

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Member from Western European and other States


II. MANDATE-SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200-word limit)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights, and good communication skills (i.e., orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e., Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish).
My scholarly journey, focused on agroecology sound farming practices in Ukraine, began with Ph.D. thesis on Sustainable Rural Development in Ukraine since. After earning a PhD in Agricultural Economics in 2018, my commitment to unraveling the complexities of rural sustainability and pesants' rights persisted. In 2015, as a board member of the NGO "Knowledge Platform - Agricultural Development and Rural Innovations" (ADRI), I stepped into public advocacy for peasants' rights. The subsequent formation of the Public Union "Ukrainian Rural Development Network" (URDN) in 2016, coordinated by ADRI, united grassroots organizations dedicated to championing dignified quality of life in rural areas.
As part of this organized public community, I co-coordinated campaigns supporting peasants and farmers during Ukraine's agricultural reforms, the COVID crisis, and wartime adversities. Notably, our efforts manifested in significant national forums, such as those urging a UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and addressing the impact of land reform on peasant farming. These endeavors, including policy dialogues on peasants' roles during and after war, underscore the multifaceted dimensions of our advocacy. Through these activities, the collective voice of peasants advanced to echelons of power, compelling authorities to heed the concerns of civic society in support of rural communities.

2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200-word limit)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles (please indicate how this was acquired). Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the work of the United Nations or other international or regional organizations in the area of human rights, and particularly in the area of the mandate (please indicate how this was acquired).
Proven work experience in the field of human rights and particularly in the area of the mandate (please indicate years of experience).
In my Ph.D. thesis, I focused on advancing sustainable development in agriculture within the framework of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The research highlights the dual role of agriculture: as both an object and a means for sustainable development. The thesis underscores the significance of peasants' rights in the pursuit of sustainability, emphasizing their empowerment as a crucial factor in achieving the SDGs. 
In my current activity I seek to underscore the interconnectedness between empowering peasants, ensuring environmental sustainability, and promoting social equity. This approach not only contributes to academic discourse but also provides practical solutions for policymakers and stakeholders striving for sustainable development in rural areas. 

My primary focus is to elucidate the integral role played by peasants' rights in advancing sustainability, aligning closely with the principles outlined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).



3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200-word limit)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights (please explain how such competence was acquired).
Being part of social movement for the support of adoption of the UNDROP, I was engaged in URDN's activity on promotion UNDROP in Ukrainian political environmet advocating for its support by Ukraine. There several important events I am kinked with that was aimed at promoting peasants rights and small farming during Ukraine's agricultural reforms, the COVID crisis, and wartime adversities. Notably, our efforts manifested in significant national forums, such as those urging Ukraine to support UNDROP, addressing the impact of land reform on peasant farming, involving small farmers into polical Agenda of Ukraine during the war and post-war rebuilding. These endeavors, including policy dialogues on peasants' roles, underscore the multifaceted dimensions of our advocacy. Through these activities, the collective voice of peasants advanced to echelons of power, compelling authorities to heed the concerns of civic society in support of rural communities.

Today I closely involved in advocacy work on peasants' right by co-coordinating Internatial Forum devoted to small farmers as a guard of country's food security. The Forum is backed by the Bulletins on the right to Food and Land, and Guide on UNDROP adapted to Ukrainian realities.  

4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that the candidate has written or public statements, or pronouncements that the candidate has made or events in which the candidate has participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate applied for, in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: Transition of Agriculture of Ukraine to the Principles of Sustainable Agricultural Development
Journal/Publisher: PhD Thesis
Date of publication: 2018
Web link, if available: http://ief.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/dis_Fraier_web.pdf
2. Title of publication: The Right to Adequate Food: in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas
Journal/Publisher: Infromation Bulletin, Knowledge Platform - Agricultural Development and Rural Innovations
Date of publication: 2023
Web link, if available: http://arci.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Right-to-Food-Bulletin-EN-print.pdf
3. Title of publication: The Right to Land: in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas
Journal/Publisher: Infromation Bulletin, Knowledge Platform - Agricultural Development and Rural Innovations
Date of publication: 2023
Web link, if available: http://arci.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Bulletin-Land_ENG.pdf
If more than three publications, kindly provide a summary of the rest (200-word limit): 
In my publishing activity, I dedicated significant attention to critical issues of sustainable rural development within the context of Ukraine. My focus spanned a spectrum of vital topics, featuring advocacy for small-scale farming, the imperative of ensuring food security, and the overarching enhancement of the well-being of rural communities. Rooted in a commitment to global frameworks, I aligned my research with both the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

A cornerstone of my publications emphasized the indispensable role played by small farmers in providing local food security. I delved into the dynamics of resilient and sustainable food systems, advocating for evidence-based policies that not only recognized but actively safeguarded the rights of peasants in Ukraine. By addressing the pivotal themes of UNDROP and the SDGs, my work seeks to contribute to the ongoing dialogue surrounding peasants' rights, proposing practical measures to align governance with these principles for the improvement of rural societies in Ukraine and beyond. 

Today my research delved into the multifaceted challenges faced by small-scale farmers, underscoring their resilience amid war and advocating for policies that safeguard peasants' rights. 

4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that the candidate may have participated in with respect to the mandate applied for, in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event of public statement/pronouncement: Appeal to the government of Ukraine on the need for the country to join the global process of protecting the rights of peasants
Event organizer: URDN
Date of public statement/pronouncement: 01/02/2018
Web link, if available: http://urdn.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/%D0%A9%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BE-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D1%83-%D0%94%D0%B5%D0%BA%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%86%D1%96%D1%97-%D0%9E%D0%9E%D0%9D.pdf?fbcli
2. Platform/occasion/event of public statement/pronouncement: Resolution of the International Conference "Towards a UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas",
Event organizer: URDN
Date of public statement/pronouncement: 27/03/2018
Web link, if available: https://urdn.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/%D0%A0%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%BB%D1%8E%D1%86%D1%96%D1%8F_27.03.pdf
3. Platform/occasion/event of public statement/pronouncement: Permanent Mission of Ukraine to the United Nations Office and Other International Organisations in Geneva
Event organizer: URDN
Date of public statement/pronouncement: 21/09/2023
Web link, if available: http://arci.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Mechanizm-UN.pdf
If more than three, kindly provide a summary of the rest (200-word limit): I actively engaged in advocating for peasant rights through various public forums, notably participating in the Public Forum "The Right of Peasants to Land: Will Land Reform Protect Peasant Farming?" in 2019 and the Public Forum "Peasants and Farmers during the War and Post-War Reconstruction of Ukraine: a Policy Dialogue" in 2022. During these forums, there was a cooperation with diverse stakeholders, including peasants, farmers, Civil Society representatives, Government, Academia to discuss and formulate comprehensive appeals to the government.

These forums provided a platform for in-depth policy dialogues, leading to the creation of appeals that encapsulated the concerns and recommendations of those directly affected by the issues at hand. Beyond public conferences, additional appeals were crafted in support of peasants and farmers in Ukraine, forming a multifaceted approach to addressing their rights and challenges.

Crucially, these appeals and resolutions were not merely symbolic gestures but catalyzed responses from government officials. The ongoing dialogue between advocacy groups and officials is aimed evolution in policies, trying to align them more closely with the pressing needs and aspirations of peasants in Ukraine.

5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200-word limit)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, such as participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York; travelling on two country visits per year; drafting reports according to established deadlines; organizing and participating in consultations and meetings; addressing allegations of human rights violations with all concerned; providing advice to States and other stakeholders on issues related to the mandate; and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. 
Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated time of four to six months per year to the work of a mandate depending on its workload. 
I am available and ready to contribute to the Working Group on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas. With a lifetime dedicated to monitoring peasant rights in Eastern Europe, I bring a wealth of experience to address the unique challenges faced by rural communities. I am willing to travel and manage any associated workload, eager to promote and protect the rights of peasants.
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive a salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 

6. NOMINATION FOR THE MANDATE
Indicate whether the candidate has been nominated by (check all that apply): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual nominations (select this option if the candidate is self-nominating)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Governments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regional groups operating within the United Nations human rights system
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International organizations or their offices
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-governmental organizations
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National human rights institutions 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other human rights bodies
For third-party nominations, please provide the name of the nominating entity and additional information about the nomination (200-word limit):

Public Union "Ukrainian Rural Development Network"
III. Motivation Letter, INCLUDING YOUR VISION OF THE MANDATE
600-word limit. Must be typed in the space below. Cannot be sent in a separate email or as an attachment. To be written by the candidates themselves, even if nominated by an other stakeholder.
I express sincere interest in joining the Working Group on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas from East Europe region. My dedication to advancing the rights of peasants and enhancing the well-being of rural communities has been a consistent thread throughout my professional and academic activity.

During my extensive research and public activities, I have been advocating for the rights of peasants, shedding light on critical issues such as small-scale farming challenges in Ukraine, food security, and the overall quality of life in rural areas. My research activity have not only deepened my understanding of these challenges but have also served as the cornerstone for evidence-based advocacy, emphasizing the need to align policies with the UNDROP.

In light of the COVID and ongoing war in Ukraine, I am acutely aware of the heightened vulnerability of peasants in Ukraine affected by war. The disruption further exacerbates the challenges faced by small producers, jeopardizing their livelihoods and food security. The war in Ukraine not only destabilizes the situation in Europe but has far-reaching implications for the global community, particularly for those engaged in agriculture and rural spheres of life.

The current geopolitical climate underscores the urgent need for comprehensive policies that address the specific vulnerabilities of peasants. As a member of the Working Group, I will be committed to advocating for measures that take into account the unique challenges faced by rural communities affected by war, ensuring that their rights are safeguarded, and their access to resources and support is maintained.

In my efforts I try to to bridge the gap between research findings and practical policy implementation. Recognizing the importance of actionable measures, I have consistently advocated for policies that empower small farmers and contribute to the development of a resilient and sustainable food system. My commitment extends beyond theoretical discourse, and tohether with Civic Society I have actively engaged with policymakers in Ukraine to ensure that the rights of peasants are safeguarded.

As a member of the Working Group, I would like to contribute my skills, knowledge, and commitment to furthering the cause of peasants' rights. I firmly believe that my experience in advocating for policies that prioritize small farming, enhance food security, and improve the quality of life for rural communities, coupled with an understanding of the unique challenges posed by war, aligns seamlessly with the objectives of the Working Group.
In turn, I believe that my potential membership in the Working Group will offer a unique opportunity to strengthen advocacy in Ukraine. With more instruments at my disposal, I am committed to address the specific challenges faced by peasants. I am confident that my involvement will contribute to the development of targeted policies and initiatives that support rural communities in Eastern Europe, ensuring that their rights are protected, and their access to resources is enhanced.
Thank you for considering my application.

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: Ukrainian
2. Knowledge of the six official languages of the United Nations:

Arabic: Yes or no: no   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: no   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: yes   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
French: Yes or no: no   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      

Russian: Yes or no: no   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: no   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
V. EDUCATION
Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating the type of degree and field of study, academic institution and whether full- or part-time). If space in the table is insufficient, more than one degree may be listed in the additional cell below, separating them by a blank line.
	Name of degree, field of study and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003; 

for ongoing education, please put e.g. 2018-present):
	Degree obtained (please indicate YES or NO):
	Place and country:

	Name of degree: PhD
Field of study: Agricultural Economics
Academic institution: Institute for Economics and Forecasting of National Academy of Scences of Ukraine
Full or part-time: Full time 
	2006-2018
	yes
	Kyiv, Ukraine

	Name of degree: Specialist
Field of study: Agricultural Economics
Academic institution: Vinnytsia National Agrarian University
Full or part-time: Full time 
	2006
	yes
	Vinnytsia, Ukraine

	Name of degree: B.A.
Field of study: Agricultural Economics
Academic institution: Vinnytsia National Agrarian University
Full or part-time: Full time 
	2005
	yes
	Vinnytsia, Ukraine

	Name of degree:      
Field of study:      
Academic institution:      
Full or part-time:       
	     
	
	     

	Name of degree:      
Field of study:      
Academic institution:      
Full or part-time:       
	     
	
	     

	Additional:      
	
	
	


VI. EMPLOYMENT

Please list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with the candidate’s current (or most recent) occupation. Also, indicate whether positions held were full-time or part-time. If space in the table is insufficient, more than one position may be listed in the additional cell below, separating them by a blank line. Please be as precise as possible since this section is important for assessing the eligibility of candidates in terms of professional experience. 
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position (brief description), full- or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, e.g., 05/1999-10/2005; 
for ongoing activities, please put, e.g., 08/2018-present):
	Place 
and country:

	Name of employer: Institute for Economics and Forecasting of National Academy of Scences of Ukraine
Functional title: Research Fellow 
Main functions of position: research on social and economic aspects of inclusive rural development in Ukraine; analysis of institutional features of development and formation of peasant-farming system in Ukraine
Full- or part-time: Full time
	2009-prezent
	Kyiv, Ukraine

	Name of employer: Public Organization "Knowledge Platform - Agricultural Development and Rural Innovations" (ADRI)
Functional title: Head of Organization 

Main functions of position: Supervising the comprehensive coordination of ADRI activities, encompassing not only advocacy initiatives but also the consolidation of expertise; resource mobilization involving developing relationships with donors, applying for grants, and diversifying funding sources; governance and compliance ensuring that the organization operates in accordance with legal and regulatory requirements; and other activities. 
Full- or part-time: Full time
	2023-present
	Kyiv, Ukraine

	Name of employer: Public Organization "Knowledge Platform - Agricultural Development and Rural Innovations"
Functional title: Knowledge broker 

Main functions of position: Gathering and disseminating knowledge on sustainable rural development, acquired through research while concurrently advocating for peasant rights; facilitating collaborations; monitoring impacts; engaging in policy advocacy for rights of peasants and small producers.
Full- or part-time: Full time
	2015-2023
	Kyiv, Ukraine

	Name of employer:      
Functional title:       

Main functions of position:      
Full- or part-time:      
	     
	     

	Name of employer:      
Functional title:       

Main functions of position:      
Full- or part-time:      
	     
	     

	Name of employer:      
Functional title:       

Main functions of position:      
Full- or part-time:      
	     
	     

	Name of employer:      
Functional title:       

Main functions of position:      
Full- or part-time:      
	     
	     

	Name of employer:      
Functional title:       

Main functions of position:      
Full- or part-time:      
	
	

	Additional:      
	
	


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. Does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
no
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

no
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility, or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:

no
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (please answer YES if the candidate complies; NO if the candidate does not comply, and provide an explanation).
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
yes
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g., if a candidate holds a decision-making position in a Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g., as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures that the candidate will take in this regard.
none
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate. The candidate’s name below should match how it is entered on the first page of the form and in the online survey. 

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the Secretariat by 
email (ohchr-hrcspecialprocedures@un.org). 
I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Please review the application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: Oleksii FRAIER
Date: 30 November 2023
****
� The online survey is used to collect information for administrative purposes such as personal data (i.e., name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. The same name, gender and nationality must be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form. 


� The mandate-specific application form in Word format includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words (section III of the form). The application form should be completed in English or French only, the two working languages of the United Nations Secretariat. The application form will be used as received to prepare the public list of eligible candidates who applied for the vacancy. The application forms of eligible candidates will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public web page for the selection process. 
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