HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
QUESTIONNAIRE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS OF NEW AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES IN THE MILITARY DOMAIN 

Background
In accordance with Human Rights Council resolution 51/22, the Advisory Committee is preparing a study “examining the human rights implications of new and emerging technologies in the military domain, while taking into account ongoing discussions within the United Nations system” to be presented to the Council at its sixtieth session (September 2025)”. 
In the preparation of this study, the Advisory Committee was asked to “seek the views of and inputs from and to take into account relevant work already done by stakeholders, including States, United Nations agencies, entities, funds and programmes within their respective mandates, international and regional organizations, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the special procedures of the Human Rights Council, the treaty bodies, national human rights institutions, civil society, the private sector, academic institutions, multi-stakeholder initiatives and other relevant stakeholders.”
The Advisory Committee welcomes inputs from various stakeholders, such as Member States, international organizations, academia, business enterprises, private military and security companies, national human rights institutions, and non-governmental organizations. It encourages the submission of specific data, statistics, best practices, and significant challenges to enrich the study and provide a more comprehensive analysis.

Deadline 
Responses to the questionnaire can be submitted until 30 November 2023. Nonetheless, on an exceptional basis, late responses or further information relevant to the work of the Advisory Committee on this topic may be accepted.

Questionnaire
Please answer the questions that are most relevant to your field of expertise or operation. There is no need to provide answer to those questions that may not be applicable to your work. Please respond as succinctly as possible and provide examples and substantive information where possible.



QUESTIONS

I. All stakeholders (core questions)
1. Which international legal frameworks, such as international human rights law and international humanitarian law, are currently applicable to the design, development, deployment and use of new and emerging military technologies in the military domain (NTMD)? What international legal instruments – treaties, soft law – are most relevant to NTMD? How effective are these instruments in addressing the challenges posed by NTMD?
 
2. What measures can be taken to foster international cooperation and dialogue in order to promote the responsible and transparent utilization of NTMD while ensuring compliance with international law, international humanitarian law, and international human rights law?

3. From a human rights protection perspective, what are the key domestic regulatory gaps that can be identified? In your opinion, what legal or other domestic measures are necessary to prevent human rights violations and abuses and international humanitarian law violations stemming from the use of NTMD?

4. What are the primary human rights challenges presented by NTMD, including artificial intelligence (AI), autonomous decision systems (ADS), enhanced decision support systems, autonomous weapon systems (AWS), technologies for human enhancement, and the dual use of technologies? How can these challenges be effectively addressed?

5. What criteria and guidelines exist to guarantee the establishment of meaningful human control over the use of force and during the conduct of hostilities, and to ensure compliance with international human rights law and international humanitarian law within the military domain?

6. How can the right to equality and non-discrimination be upheld in the design, development, and use of NTMD, especially when they rely on data sets and algorithms that may introduce or amplify bias or discrimination? How can the collection and management of representative data be ensured? How can the transfer and trade of NTMD be effectively regulated?

7. What are the potential risks associated with using NTMD that could be exploited for malicious purposes, such as cyberattacks, espionage, spoofing, jamming, sabotage, or bioweapons? How can these risks be mitigated to prevent potential human rights violations and abuses?

8. In what ways can NTMD contribute to enhancing the precision and accuracy of weapons, minimizing collateral damage, and improving situational awareness and communication during military operations?

9. How do States and private entities differ in their roles and responsibilities regarding the design, training, deployment, use, and acquisition of NTMD?

10. What should be the respective responsibilities of key stakeholders, including United Nations agencies, states, national human rights institutions, civil society, the technical community, academia, and the private sector, in effectively addressing the identified challenges/issues/area of concern related to NTMD? What role do they have in monitoring and limiting the “transfer and trade” of NTMD? What if there is a gap in access to these technologies? What could be the potential consequences?

11. What are the potential risks associated with private entities, as non-state actors, acquiring or misusing NTMD, such as drones, cyberweapons, or biotechnology?

12. How can both States and private entities effectively establish mechanisms of accountability and responsibility to address the use of NTMD, including AI and ADS, cross-border and long-distance use of force, neurotech and brain interface controls, as well as dual-use technologies employed for both military and civilian purposes?

13. How can both States and private entities effectively establish mechanisms of accountability and responsibility to address violations and abuses of international human rights law and violations of international humanitarian law committed using NTMD, including AI and ADS, cross-border and long-distance use of force, neurotech and brain interface controls, as well as dual-use technologies employed for both military and civilian purposes? Additionally, how can monitoring the design, development, training, and use of NTMD play a role in ensuring accountability and addressing potential violations and abuses?

II. States (specific questions)
14. How are new and emerging technologies in the military domain (NTMD) impacting the respect, protection and promotion of human rights in your country? What distinct challenges or advantages does your country possess in addressing this issue? 

15. What lessons learned or best practices can you share regarding the utilization, development, training, contracting, or renting of military technologies in your country?

16. Are there any regional initiatives on NTMD? Are States members of regional organizations addressing these questions? How could an increased collaboration between the UN and regional initiatives/organizations in the field of NTMD be envisaged? 

III. National Human Rights Institutions (specific questions)
17. Please provide an overview of the work undertaken by your institution concerning the intersection of new and emerging technologies in the military domain and human rights. 

IV. United Nations entities, including the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and other relevant international bodies (specific questions)
18. Please describe the relevant work that your organization has done in the field of new and emerging technologies in the military domain (NTMD). What have been the key accomplishments? Please provide any relevant information such as links to reports, background material, sections or units involved, etc.

19. How does OHCHR collaborate with other United Nations entities and Member States to establish normative standards and guidelines for the responsible use of NTMD, while also ensuring that mechanisms are in place to monitor and assess the impact of these technologies on human rights?

V. Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council and United Nations Treaty Bodies (specific questions)
20. To what extent has your mandate or treaty body addressed the issue of new and emerging technologies in the military domain (NTMD) and its implications for human rights? If there has been engagement with this topic, kindly provide an overview of the key outcomes and recommendations that have emerged from your work.

21. What steps or actions could the Coordination Committee of Special Procedures undertake to address the implications of NTMD? 

VI. Private entities, business enterprises, providers and companies of new and emerging technologies in the military domain, private military and security companies, and other stakeholders (specific questions)
22. How do you effectively ensure compliance with international human rights law and international humanitarian law throughout the development and use of new and emerging technologies in the miliary domain (NTMD)? Specifically, what measures do you have in place to implement human rights due diligence, ensure transparency, responsibility, and accountability for any potential human rights violations and abuses and international humanitarian law violations that may arise?

23. What specific measures or protocols do you have in place to mitigate the potential human rights risks associated with the design, development, deployment, provision, supply, or use of NTMD?

24. Based on the specific characteristics of NTMD, which regulatory framework do you believe is best suited for ensuring compliance with international humanitarian law and international human rights law and for addressing the unique challenges associated with these technologies? For example, do you favor the application of specific regulations at the sectorial, national, or international level, or a combination of these approaches?

VII. Civil society, scientific community and academic institutions (specific questions)
25. Please describe the relevant work that your organization has done on the issue of new and emerging technologies in the military domain (NTMD) and human rights. What have been your key accomplishments? What challenges have you faced?

26. How can the technical community and academic institutions collaborate with civil society organizations to conduct research, provide expertise, and develop best practices to address the human rights implications of NTMD?

27. Are current international law, international humanitarian law, and human rights law, as well as government policies, effective in addressing the human rights challenges arising from NTMD? If not, what improvements can be made to ensure more effective protection of human rights in this context?

28. What strategies and initiatives can civil society, the technical community, and academic institutions undertake to ensure the inclusion and meaningful participation of marginalized or vulnerable groups in discussions and decision-making processes related to NTMD?

29. How does your organization use new and emerging digital technologies in the military domain to protect and promote human rights? 
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