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Sierra Leone 
STATEMENT ON THE SIXTH INTERSESSIONAL MEETING OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE 2030 AGENDA 18th January 2024

Chair, let me from the outset wish you the very best as you continue to steer this meeting.

Excellencies, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, we welcome this 6th Intersessional meeting and thanks the panelists for their insightful and detailed presentations this morning. We endorse and support the Group's statement as members of the Core Group on Agenda 2030 and Human Rights.  A human rights-based approach to the international financial architecture is rooted in both the UDHR and the ICESR. 

Human rights and poverty eradication are inherently linked. Poverty often leads to the violation of basic human rights, including the right to education, health, an adequate standard of living. A human rights lens emphasises that poverty reduction is not just an economic challenge, but a moral imperative based on human dignity.

As a Least Developed Country, Sierra Leone has implemented a number of policies aimed at eradicating poverty and promoting human rights in line with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We have prioritised coherence between our domestic economic policies and international financial commitments, in order to effectively address poverty eradication and the Sustainable Development Goals.

Currently, my government is actively engaged in implementing responsible debt management strategies. This strategic approach aims to prevent the accumulation of excessive debt burdens, thereby creating fiscal space for substantial investments in poverty reduction and the promotion of human rights.

In a concerted effort to accelerate economic growth and build resilience, our government has launched a transformative initiative known as the Big Five Gamechangers. This comprehensive programme covers critical areas such as food security, human capital development, youth employment, technology and infrastructure and revamping the public service. Through these initiatives, Sierra Leone is committed to promoting sustainable development, improving the well-being of its citizens and contributing to the global goals of poverty eradication and the promotion of human rights.

I thank you chair.
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