
	
	
	



	
	
	



Committee on the Rights of the Child
		Draft General comment No. 26 (202x)
		Children’s rights and the environment with a special focus on climate change


	I.	Introduction	Comment by Auteur: Overall the introduction flows well but the scale and urgency of the challenge could come out a bit more strongly . It could include statistics to show the compelling evidence that is emerging on the erosion of child rights as a result of environmental degradation, biodiversity loss and climate change. (eg - By 2040, 1 in 4 children will live in areas with extremely high water stress/air pollution contributes to the death of around 600,000 children under age 5 every year and threatens the health, lives and futures of millions more/1.8 billion children were affected by at least one extreme weather event in 2020)
The introduction could also acknowledge that the climate crisis is exacerbating conflict and migration, exposing children to violence, abuse and exploitation
1. The extent and magnitude of the environmental harm degradation is an urgent and systemic threat to children’s rights globally. Unsustainable extraction and use of natural resources, combined with widespread contamination through pollution and waste, have had a profound impact on the natural environment, fuelling climate change, intensifying toxic pollution of water, air and soil, causing ocean acidification, and devastating biodiversity and the very ecosystems that support and sustain all life. 
2. The efforts of children to transform the environmental and climate justice movement are the inspiration for the present general comment. The present general comment has benefited immeasurably from the contribution of children in the Committee’s 2016 day of general discussion on children’s rights and the environment. A diverse and dedicated Child Advisory Team led an unprecedented international consultation process with 7,416 children from 103 countries, conducted via an online survey, focus groups and in-person national and regional consultations. 	Comment by Auteur: Would be good to specify when the consultation took place and how the comments by children were incorporated in the draft given how the context is rapidly evolving and changing. 
3. The children consulted reported on the negative effects of environmental degradation and climate change on their lives and communities: “We can’t live happily because of dirty environments and pollution;” “Please demand our freedom, freedom of life and health. We can’t enjoy [life] like you [adults] used to do when you were little;” “Adults! The real victims of environmental destruction are us, children;” “What will happen to the earth if we keep going like this?”; “I would like to tell them [adults] that we are the future generations and if you destroy the planet, where will we live?!” [footnoteRef:2]  [2: 	Report of the first children and young people’s consultation: https://childrightsenvironment.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Report-of-the-first-Children-and-Young-Peoples-Consultation.pdf. All references to children’s views refer to that report.] 

4. Children, as agents of change, have made historical contributions to the promotion of human rights and environmental protection. Their status as human rights defenders should be recognized, and their demands for urgent and decisive measures to tackle the global environmental harm should be met and realized to the maximum extent.	Comment by Auteur: Could be worth reminding, either in the body or footnote, Member States  that they themselves universally acknowledged children as agents of change in para 51 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development | Department of Economic and Social Affairs (un.org)
5. The application of the present general comment, while it focuses on climate change, is not limited to any particular environmental issue. A clean, healthy and sustainable environment forms the basis for the full enjoyment of a vast range of children’s rights, while its degradation poses risks of sweeping child rights violationsChildren have the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment. All types of environmental harmThe violation of this right  can hasve adverse, direct and indirect effects on children, which often interact. New environmental challenges may arise in the future, for example linked to technological and economic development and social changes. The present general comment should be read in conjunction with other relevant general comments of the Committee.	Comment by Auteur: Will these be linked or referred to somewhere in the text? Does this include future GC? Suggestion to clarify. 
[bookmark: _Toc115681950]	A.	A child rights-based approach to the environment	Comment by Auteur: This section is missing an element addressing the responsibility of States to consider the impact on child rights in relation to any decisions they take that will impact the climate and environment directly or indirectly. Could fit under para 7
6. The application of a child rights-based approach in the environmental context requires the full consideration of all children’s rights under the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
7. In a child rights-based approach, the process of realizing children’s rights is as important as the end result. As rights-holders, children are entitled to protection from infringements of their rights stemming from environmental harm and to be recognized and fully respected as active environmental citizens. The child rights-based approach pays particular attention to the multiple threats and barriers faced by groups of children in disadvantaged or marginalized situations in enjoying their rights related to the environment. 	Comment by Auteur: Member States may question the definition of this term (e.g., is there an internationally agreed upon definition of an environmental citizen?). Suggestion to replace term “environmental citizens” with "children environmental rights defenders" which is the official terminology
8. A clean, healthy and sustainable environment is necessary for the full enjoyment of a broad range of children’s rights, including to life, survival and development, health, education, adequate standard of living, housing, food, water and sanitation, rest, play, leisure and cultural life, enjoyment of their own cultures, and protection from violence and exploitation. Conversely, environmental degradation adversely affects the enjoyment of these rights, in particular for specific groups of children including but not limited to girls, and children discriminated against on the basis of their sexual orientations, gender identities and expression (SOGIE), children with disabilities, Indigenous children, children living in urban slums, children living in disadvantages and geographically isolated areas, displaced, refugee and migrant children, children working in hazardous conditions, and those who experience intersecting and compounding forms of discrimination and marginalisation. The exercise of children’s rights to freedom of expression and association, to information and education, to be heard and to have their views be given due weight' as well as to effective remedies can result in more rights-compliant, and therefore more responsive, ambitious and effective, environmental policies. In this way, child rights and environmental protection form a virtuous circle.
[bookmark: _Toc115681951]	B.	The evolution of international human rights law and the environment
9. The Convention explicitly addresses environmental issues in article 24, paragraph 2(c), which obliges States to take measures to combat disease and malnutrition, “taking into consideration the dangers and risks of environmental pollution”, and under article 29, paragraph 1(e) which requires States to direct the education of children to “the development of respect for the natural environment”. Since the adoption of the Convention, growing acceptance has emerged for the wide-ranging interconnections between children’s rights and environmental protection. Unprecedented environmental crises and the resulting challenges for the realization of children’s rights require a dynamic interpretation of the Convention. 
10. [bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]The Committee is mindful of the relevance to its interpretation efforts of: (a) the Framework Principles on Human Rights and the Environment, which represent a summary of the main human rights obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment;[footnoteRef:3] (b) a vast majority of States who have recognized some form of the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment through international agreements, national constitutions, laws or policies; (c) the global recognition of the human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment by the General Assembly,[footnoteRef:4] which complements and reinforces the application of generally-stated human rights in the environmental context; and (d) existing and evolving norms, principles, standards and obligations under international environmental law, such as the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement and The Convention on Biological Diversity. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggest using the terminology and wording of A/HRC/RES/45/30 Rights of the child : realizing the rights of the child through a healthy environment  [3: 	A/HRC/37/59.]  [4: 		A/RES/76/300.] 

[bookmark: _Toc115681952]	C.	Objectives
11. In the present general comment, the Committee aims to:
(a) Emphasize the urgent need to address the adverse effects of environmental harm degradation and climate change on children;
(b) Promote a holistic understanding of children’s rights as they apply to environmental protection;
(c) Clarify the obligations of States parties to the Convention and provide authoritative guidance on legislative, administrative and other appropriate measures to be undertaken with respect to environmental issues, with a special focus on climate change.
[bookmark: _Toc115681953]II.	Key concepts
[bookmark: _Toc115681954]A.	Sustainable development
12. The concept of sustainable development articulated in various international agreements as the concept and premised on three interlinked pillars of economic development, social development and environmental protection is inextricably linked to the realization of children’s rights. These three pillars are understood as harmonizing the priorities of both developing and developed countries and implying both an intragenerational and intergenerational equity to meet the needs of present and future generations. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add an example here for "various international agreements" as the pillars slightly change depending on the adopted framework. 
[bookmark: _Toc115681955]	B.	Intergenerational equity and future generations
13. The Committee recognizes the principle of intergenerational equity and the interests of future generations. Nearly all (88 per cent) of children consulted affirmed that climate change and environmental damage degradation arewere threatening future generations, and 63 per cent believed children wereare affected more than adults. Discussions of future generations should take into account tThe rights of children who are already present on this planet and those constantly arriving are central to the dynamic interpretation of the Convention and the emerging discussions on its implementation. Securing the realization of the right of each child to development to the maximum extent in the optimal environment necessarily requires States to implement their obligations under the Convention, taking into consideration short-, medium- and long-term effects of policies and actions related to the development of the child over time. Such effects include the foreseeable and sometimes irreversible environment-related threats arising as a result of acts or omissions of States now, the full implications of which may not manifest for years or even decades.[footnoteRef:5] 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to use environmental degradation throughout the document as this is official terminology in international environmental law	Comment by Auteur: It is welcomed that the GC26 refers to future generations of children. It is worth finding language that reminds the State that on a daily basis children are born and immediately entitled to their rights under the CRC and therefore States should be taking into consideration how their actions today affect children born tomorrow as it will be their duty to uphold those (future) children's rights.  [5: 	CRC/C/GC/14, paras. 16 (e), 74; Saachi et al v. Argentina et al, CRC/C/88/D/104/2019, para. 10.13.] 

[bookmark: _heading=h.fejhc2jt9jz1][bookmark: _Toc115681956]C.	The best available science
14. [bookmark: _heading=h.lzbnvowv1bwi][bookmark: _heading=h.a563u6u5rqrm]The present general comment draws on the best available and accepted science to describe the ways in which climate-related and other environmental harm interferes with children’s rights, to set out environmental protection standards required by international children’s rights law, and to assess the adequacy of response measures to the best interests of the child.[footnoteRef:6] As scientific knowledge about the environment evolves, the precautionary principle is required for the most advanced risk management.  [6: 	E/C.12/GC/25, para. 18.] 

[bookmark: _Toc115681957]D.	Precautionary principle	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to consider also principles of Do No Harm and Best Interests of the Child as important principles for policy design and decision-making on environment and development.
15. Precautionary approaches to environmental decision-making protect children’s rights through ensuring that decision-makers bear responsibility for their (in)actions and prioritise children who are particularly vulnerable to environmental risks or harm. The gravity and probability of environmental harm to children are often complex, unpredictable and irreversible. The precautionary principle requires States to take effective and proportionate action to prevent environmental harm to children, especially when there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, even if the scientific evidence is inconclusive. This can include assessing whether a harmful activity is necessary for achieving broader goals and replacing the activity with suitable alternatives. States should develop policies, action plans and other measures to achieve goals that prevent environmental harm, such as eliminating childhood exposure to pollution and toxic substances and rapidly reducing greenhouse gas emissions.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to refer to e.g. Article 3 of the UNFCCC establishes that “parties should take precautionary measures to anticipate, prevent, or minimize the causes of climate change and mitigate its adverse effects.''.	Comment by Auteur: Question if it would be possible for the precautionary principle therefore also to be used to justify applicability of rights under the CRC to children not yet born? See comment above under intergenerational equity. 
[bookmark: _Toc115681958]	III.	Specific rights of the Convention as they relate to the environment
[bookmark: _heading=h.wle9qz4i408z][bookmark: _Toc115681959]A.	The right to life, survival and development (art. 6)
[bookmark: _Toc115681960]1.	Right to life 
16. The right to life is threatened by foreseeable and avoidable environmental impacts including climate change, pollution and biodiversity degradation. These impacts are closely linked to other fundamental challenges impeding the realization of this right, including poverty, inequality, discrimination and conflict. States should take proactive, positive action to ensure that children are free from acts and omissions intended or expected, regardless of intentionality, to cause their premature or unnatural death. This includes preventing and tackling structural and long-term challenges and taking all appropriate measures to avoid and address environmental conditions that may lead to direct threats to the right to life.[footnoteRef:7] States should adopt environmental standards that protect that are protective of children’s right to life, for example related to air quality, lead exposure, protection of biological diversity, and greenhouse gas emissions, and adopt special measures of protection of children, especially young children, and those in disadvantaged situations. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggest to replace with "biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation" as ecosystem recognises the interconnectedness of different life forms. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to rephrase to make clear what is meant. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to suggest to use uniform terms for this (i.e. children impacted by inequality and discrimination). [7: 	CCPR/C/GC/36, para. 26.] 

17. The obligation of States to respect and ensure the right to life extends to protection of children from the harm caused by reasonably foreseeable threats and situations that can result in loss of life with dignity. This requires taking precautionary measures to protect children against environmental harm which would impact their enjoyment of life with dignity.[footnoteRef:8]   [8: 	Ibid., para. 62.] 

[bookmark: _Toc115681961]2.	Right to survival and development	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion for a paragraph here highlighting the connections between climate change and violence against children: For example: recognising that children are at greater risk of violence, abuse, trafficking, and exploitation during and post disaster and in humanitarian settings. Also that disasters exacerbate pre-existing vulnerabilities. Poor and struggling families lose the little security they had and may be forced to make desperate decisions that have long term negative impacts on children, such as withdrawing a child from school or arranging an early  marriage. Adolescent girls report high levels of sexual harassment and abuse in the aftermath of  disasters. See for these examples: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oNYu9rpyXPXJdGv8oqM53j6h1cqdZSXrVQiiP10zBjI/edit 	Comment by Auteur:  A study in Somalia found that children faced increased violence and exploitation as drought  worsened (Save the Children, 2017). The extreme drought led to family separation, with  parents leaving the home for long periods to find work or resources. Vulnerable left-behind  children report rapes and beatings as they tried to collect firewood, look after livestock, or  fetch water. Many children had to work to support family income and children’s school attendance had declined. High levels of psychological distress among children were  reported. 

Children face increased violence and exploitation as famine looms in drought-stricken Somalia - Somalia | ReliefWeb 
18. States should implement laws and policies that ensure children’s survival, protection and physical, mental, spiritual, moral, psychological and social development. The development of children is intertwined with the environment in which they live. Developmental benefits of a clean, healthy and sustainable environment for children include opportunities to safely play outdoors and to experience, interact with and play in natural environments and the animal world.	Comment by Auteur: Separating "natural environments" and "animal world" gives an impression that animals are not part of the natural environment. Suggestion to delete "animal world".
19. Some human activities that affect the environment, Environmental actions can jeopardise children’s full and holistic development, with implications for a wide range of other rights under the Convention. Examples include denial of access to nature, exposure to toxic substances and pollution in the places where children live, study, play and work, creating and exacerbating child protection risks and detrimental mental health effects linked to eco-anxiety, environmental grief, isolation, and sense of insecurity related to climate change and environmental degradation. 	Comment by Auteur: Source: Review: Ecological awareness, anxiety, and actions among youth and their parents – a qualitative study of newspaper narratives (wiley.com))
20. States should recognize each period of childhood, its unfolding importance for subsequent stages and children’s varying needs at different stages of their maturation and development. Because of this life-course perspective and the need of measures to create an optimal “environment” for the right to development, States should consider, in their environmental decisions, all factors required for children of different ages to survive, be protected, grow and develop to the fullest potential in order to design and implement evidence-informed prevention and interventions response measures that address a wide range of determinants during the life-course.
21. Younger children are remarkably susceptiblevulnerable to environmental hazards degradation due to unique activity patterns, behaviours and biology. Exposure to toxic pollutants even at low levels during developmental windows of increased vulnerability can easily disrupt maturational processes of brains, organs and immune systems and cause permanent disease and/or, disabilities, including behavioural impairments during and beyond childhood, sometimes after a substantial latency period. Effects of environmental contaminants may even persist in future generations. States should consistently and explicitly consider the impact of exposure to toxic substances and pollution in early life and respond with evidence-based mitigation measures. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to clarify or elaborate further.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to specify this includes development during pregnancy. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add a paragraph to address the potential of environmental harms to be passed on from mother to child during pregnancy and through breastfeeding, such as growing evidence of micro plastics found in breastmilk. Raman Microspectroscopy Detection and Characterisation of Microplastics in Human Breastmilk - PMC (nih.gov) 
22. As children mature, they increasingly have the potential increasingly act as agents of change with the potential to contribute positively to their families, communities and countries. Globally, children makeStates should provide the space and resources necessary for children to deliver significant contributions towards environmental sustainability and climate justice. They should have aAccess to adequaterights-informed environmental information and education, focusing on respect for the natural environment, sustainable lifestyles and leading a responsible life in a free society,, is key to enabling such contributions from children. 	Comment by Auteur: This paragraph may fit better under right to education. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to acknowledging here that COP27 made some progress towards this by formally recognising children as agents of change in climate action.

Here is the COP decision for reference:

55. Recognizes the role of children and youth as agents of change in addressing and responding to climate change and encourages Parties to include children and youth in their processes for designing and implementing climate policy and action, and, as appropriate, to consider including young representatives and negotiators into their national delegations, recognizing the importance of intergenerational equity and maintaining the stability of the climate system for future generations;
[bookmark: _Toc115681962]B.	The right to the highest attainable standard of health (art. 24)
23. The right to health includes access to timely and appropriate health-care services and to the underlying determinants of health, such as a clean, safe and healthy environment, and the facilities, goods, services and conditions necessary for the realization of the highest attainable standard of health. This right is dependent on and is indispensable for the enjoyment of many other rights of the Convention relating to a healthy environment. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to begin this section stressing the fact that children are especially sensitive to the impacts of climate change due to their unique metabolism, physiology and developmental needs.
24. Environmental pollution is a major threat to children’s health, as explicitly recognized in article 24 (2) (c) of the Convention. However, in many countries, pollution is often overlooked and its impact, underestimated. Unsafe drinking water, inadequate sanitation and household air pollution pose serious challenges to children’s health. Pollution associated with industrialization, including exposure to toxic substances and hazardous waste, present more complex and uncertain threats to health, often resulting in effects long after exposure.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to include the gendered impacts of environmental degradation and relating State obligations.  	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add statistic to underline the urgency and extend of the risks. 

 "More than 1 billion children live in urban areas, many of which are located in low-lying coastal areas or on floodplains with high exposure to climate threats (UNICEF and IDMC, 2019 P3)."

Could also be relevant to Para 46.
25. Climate change, biodiversity loss and the degradation of ecosystems create new obstacles for the realization of children’s right to health. These environmental factors often interact, exacerbating existing health disparities. For example, rising temperatures caused by climate change increase the risk of vector-borne diseases and concentrations of air pollutants that stunt brain and lung development and exacerbate respiratory conditions. Climate change, pollution and toxic substances all represent key drivers of the alarming loss in biodiversity and degradation of ecosystems on which human health depends. Specific impacts include reductions in microbial diversity, critical to the development of children’s immune systems and to the increasing prevalence of autoimmune diseases, with long term effects. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to make the link in this section between environmental degradation and increasingly emergence/occurence of new forms of zoonotic diseases and the transboundary risks that presents to children everywhere as exemplified by the covid-19 pandemic. 

For example:  https://climatenexus.org/climate-issues/health/climate-change-and-vector-borne-diseases/
26. 
27. Climate change, biodiversity loss and environmental degradation also affect children's health by threatening the sustainability of our food systems. Droughts, floods and other extreme weather events caused by climate change, as well as pollution and toxins in air, soil, and water have devastating effects on countries’ ability to produce food, including safe and nutritious food,. Oceans capture vast amounts of greenhouse gases, causing acidification, influencing the health of our oceans and those whose livelihoods and nutrition depend on them. The effects of climate change and environmental degradation on our food systems can put children in food insecurity and lead to malnutrition. For Indigenous children in many Indigenous Peoples’ communities, the effects of climate change, as well as the expansion of extractive industries, put their ecosystems under stress, which their families are dependent on to support their needs for food, nutrition, and well-being.	Comment by Auteur: Source: Climate change and nutrition (adobe.com)
28. 
29. Under-five mortality and disease can be prevented through the reduction of air pollution, water pollution, exposure to toxic substances, and other types of environmental harm. The effects of climate change, including water scarcity, food insecurity, vector- and water-borne diseases, intensification of air pollution and physical and psychological traumadistress linked to both sudden and slow onset events, are disproportionately borne by children.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add soil pollution which negatively impacts food safety and food security.	Comment by Auteur: Children's specific and disproportionate vulnerability highlighted here is a key point - Suggestion to make this point earlier in the section.
30. Another concern is children’s current and anticipated psychosocial, emotional and mental health problems and suffering caused by environmental harm. The interlinkages between children’s mental health and environmental harm degradation is increasingly recognized, such as the increasing prevalence of eco-anxiety and sense of insecurity and helplessness resulting from the inaction towards rapid climate change. These aspects need greater consideration from the States with public health preventive and response measures, especially for the particularly vulnerable.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to elaborate which key influencers are recognizing this to strengthen this point.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to refer to eco-anxiety and environmental grief due to climate inaction and the resulting sense of helplessness (rather than being caused by the climate crisis itself): https://acamh.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/camh.12514

31. States should adopt a comprehensive and inclusive process for identifying and addressing environmental health concerns relevant to children within their national plan, policy or strategy. Legislative and institutional frameworks, including regulation dealing with the business sector, should effectively protect children’s environmental health in all relevant settings, including where they live, study, play and work; be consistent with the best available science and all relevant international environmental health and safety standards; and be strictly enforced. States’ obligations under article 24 of the Convention also apply when developing and implementing environmental agreements to address transboundary and global threats to children’s health.
32. The right to health includes the access of children affected by environmental harm to functioning and affordable public health and health-care systems, including facilities, goods and services, and particular attention should be given to underserved and hard-to-reach populations, children impacted by inequality and discrimination and to delivering appropriate pre-natal maternal health care. Facilities, programmes and services should be equipped to respond to environmental health hazards and be resilient to climate change. Health protection also applies to the conditions in which children can lead a healthy life, such as the provision of safe and clean drinking water and sanitation, adequate housing, protection from violence, access to nutritionally adequate and safe food, and healthy working conditions. 
33. Availability of quality age, gender and disability disaggregated data is crucial for adequate protection against environmental health risks. States should assess local, national and transboundary health effects of environmental harm, including causes of mortality and morbidity, while taking into consideration the entire life course of children, vulnerabilities and disparities. Priority concerns and emerging environmental health issues should be identified. In addition to disaggregated data collected through routine health information systems, research is required, for example, for longitudinal cohort studies and studies of pregnant women, infants and children that capture risks at critical windows and sensitive health endpoints.
[bookmark: _Toc115681963]C.	The right to education (arts. 28 and 29 (1) (e))
34. Education is one of the cornerstones of a child rights-based approach to the environment. Children highlighted that education is instrumental in protecting children’s rights and the environment and in increasing their awareness and preparedness for environmental damage, while the right to education is highly vulnerable to the impact of environmental harm, described by children as school closures and disruptions, dropouts from school, and destruction of schools and places to play. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion that it would be beneficial to highlight and back-up children's views reflected in here with facts- it's not just what is described (rightly) by the children, but there is hard data which backs children's views. Statistics are important to reflect the severity and urgency of the situation and how States are not upholding their obligations.


(e.g. https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/born-climate-crisis-why-we-must-act-now-secure-childrens-rights/
Climate and environmental threats, including disasters and disease outbreaks, are responsible for disruptions in the education of over 37 million children each year – this accounts for nearly half of the 75 million children and youth who will have their education disrupted due to an emergency or crisis55. Disrupted learning is also more likely to affect girls, and for longer. In Pakistan after the 2010 floods (which were made worse by climate change56), 24% of girls in Grade 6 dropped out of school, compared with 6% of boys57. If current trends continue, by 2025 the climate emergency will contribute to preventing at least 12.5 million girls from completing their education each year58. ) 
35. Article 29(1) (e) of the Convention requiring that the education of a child be directed to the development of respect for the natural environment shall be read in conjunction with article 28 of the Convention to ensure that every child has the right to receive an education which reflects environmental values.[footnoteRef:9]  [9: 	CRC/GC/2001/1, para. 9.] 

36. A rights-based environmental education should be safe, child-centred, child-friendly and empowering[footnoteRef:10] and pursue the development of the child’s personality, talents and abilities, in line with article 29(1) (a) of the Convention. School curricula should be tailored to children’s specific developmental, environmental, social, economic, and cultural contexts, also for Indigenous Peoples’ communities, and promote understanding of the contexts of other children affected by environmental impacts. Curricula should reflect emerging environmental factorss and new environmental science. Teaching materials and approaches should provide gender-sensitive, disability-inclusive, accurate, updated and age- and developmentally-appropriate environmental information. All children should be equipped with the skills necessary to recognize and handle expected environmental challenges in life such as disaster risks, including the ability to critically reflect upon such challenges, solve problems, make well-balanced decisions and assume environmental responsibility in accordance with their evolving capacities and available resources.  Children should have the opportunity to learn about adaptation as a means to mitigate climate, and should include learning about alternative climate-friendly technological advances, such as clean energy sources alternative to fossil fuels. Reducing waste and excessive consumerism and positive impacts of this on the environment to reduce rubbish and pollution, this may also include learning about a circular economy and the principles of  ‘refuse, reuse, reduce’ along with recycle.  [10: 	Ibid., para. 2.] 

37. Educational measures should acknowledge the close interrelationship between respect for the natural environment and other ethical values enshrined in article 29 (1) of the Convention, including respect for human rights and the preparation for responsible life in a free society, and promote the positive roles of girls and children with disabilities in environmental protection and respect for the values and traditional lifestyles of Indigenous children, and their embeddedness with nature. Moreover, they should link environmental with social, cultural and economic principles, and have a local, regional, and global orientation.[footnoteRef:11] Environmental education extends beyond formal schooling to embrace the broad range of lived experiences and learning.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to refer to Comprehensive School Safety Framework (CSSF) that just launched for 2022-2030 https://inee.org/sites/default/files/resources/The-Comprehensive-School-Safety-Framework-2022-2030-for-Child-Rights-and-Resilience-in-the-Education-Sector.pdf [11: 	Ibid., paras. 12-13.] 

38. Environmental values should be reflected in the education and training of all professionals involved in education, encompassing teaching methods, technologies, and approaches used in education, and school environments. Exploratory, non-formal and practical methods such as exploration, outdoor learning and …. are an important way of delivering this aim of education. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to emphasize the importance of environmental education to be part of global curriculum as also highlighted by UNESCO to be part of core curriculum component in 2025. Source: https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/unesco-declares-environmental-education-must-be-core-curriculum-component-2025	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to adding other good practices of environmental education.
39. States are obliged to build physically safe, healthy, inclusive,  and resilient infrastructure for quality learning. This includes ensuring the availability of walking and biking routes and public transport to school; that schools are located at safe distances from sources of pollution and other environmental and natural hazards, including contaminated sites; and the construction of buildings and classrooms with adequate heating and cooling, access to sufficient, safe, and acceptable drinking water[footnoteRef:12] hygiene and sanitation facilities, especially for girls. Environmentally-friendly school facilities, such as lighting and heating and cooling sourced from rooftop photovoltaic systems, and environmentally friendly waste disposal, can benefit children and ensure compliance by States with their environmental obligations. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to include institutionalising risk management and anticipatory action for education.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to address the needs of children with disabilities through all the measures outlined in these paragraphs	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to refer to climate change's effects on children's ability to learn, e.g. due to heat.  

Heat can have a significant impact on educational attainment, with students showing lower learning outcomes during hot school years compared to cooler school years: research suggests that each degree Fahrenheit increase in temperature throughout a school year reduces the amount learned that year by 1%59. Heat exposure can exacerbate inequalities, with students from lower-income homes more likely to live in areas impacted by heat, and less likely to benefit from mitigations such as air-conditioning. Air pollution from fuel burning and other emissions also has immediate impacts. Students moving into schools downwind of highways experience decreases in test scores, more behavioural incidents, and more absences relative to those transitioning upwind of the same pollution source60. Modelling also suggests that working memory development of children exposed to 20% more nitrogen dioxide than their peers would be delayed by around three weeks per year 61.

Source: Born into the Climate Crisis: Why we must act now to secure children’s rights | Save the Children’s Resource Centre 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to refer to "renewable energy and sustainable building design" to include various technology and architectural opportunities for efficient and sustainable buildings. [12: 	E/C.12/2002/11, paras. 12(c)I, 16(b).] 

40. States should ensure physical access to schools during severe weather events, especially for children in remote or rural communities, or consider alternative teaching methods, such as mobile educational facilities and distance learning, and prioritize underserved communities for climate-proofing and renovation of schools. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add that during and post-disaster, schools can also provide a critical platform for delivering health services, information, psychosocial support and protection from increased risks of violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation.
41. States should also address the knock-on effects resulting from environmental impacts on children, such as the need for girls to leave school due to the additional domestic and economic burdens in households facing environment-related shocks and stress. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to make the link between climate change and child marriage, thus leading school drop outs of girls: "Research and evidence have established that climate change and other environmental crises are multiplying the drivers of child marriages – including poverty, displacement, conflict and loss of education."

THE CAUSE: HOW CLIMATE CHANGE IS DRIVING CHILD MARRIAGES 
Climate change and other environmental crises are creating contexts that are putting many children across the world at greater risk of child marriage. Research and evidence from global organisations such as UNFPA have established the links between the two: 
Many areas with the highest rates of child marriage are also those facing the greatest effects of climate change and related environmental crises. The practice tends to be common among those with the lowest access to resources and lower income, particularly in rural areas where people depend on the local environment for their livelihoods.
Natural disasters and unsustainable practices have led to a loss of resources. For some families affected by this, child marriages are a way to reduce pressure on limited resources, or even earn income or resources through social practices such as ‘bride price’ paid to girls’ families or ‘dowry’ paid to boys’. 
This is particularly the case for rural populations that are most dependent on the environment for their livelihoods. Studies have established links between contexts such as droughts and flooding and increased child marriages. 
Environmental disasters and climate change also cause displacement of families and communities. Anywhere between 50-250 million people could be at high risk of displacement because of the consequences of climate change by 2050, increasing the vulnerabilities of more families and children.
Rises in conflict are common in the aftermath of environmental crises. These drive up the instances and threats of violence against children, including putting families in positions where they might resort to child marriages. 
Research has established that the longer girls stay in school, the lower chances of child marriage. But loss of education due to the factors listed above is another consequence that is putting children, particularly girls, at higher risk of being married off in childhood.

 https://www.end-violence.org/articles/how-climate-change-driving-child-marriages#:~:text=Research%20and%20evidence%20have%20established,conflict%20and%20loss%20of%20education
[bookmark: _Toc115681964]D.	The right to adequate standard of living (art. 27)
42. Children have the right to a standard of living adequate for their physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development. A clean, healthy and sustainable environment is a prerequisite for the realization of this right, including to adequate housing, food security and safe drinking water, sanitation and clean air.[footnoteRef:13]  [13: 	Ibid., para. 3; CRC/C/GC/15, para. 48.] 

43. The Committee underlines that the rights to adequate housing, food, water,  and sanitation and clean air should be realized inclusively and sustainably, including with respect to material consumption, resource and energy use, and appropriation of space and nature.
44. Exposure to environmental harms represent both direct and structural causes and effects of intergenerational, multi-dimensional child poverty. In the environmental context, social security as guaranteed under article 26 of the Convention is particularly relevant. States parties are urged to introduce features into social security policies and social protection floors that provide children and their families with protection against climate and environmental shocks and slow-onset harm. States should strengthen child-centred gender sensitive and disability inclusive poverty alleviation programmes in areasfor societal groups that are most vulnerable to climate and environmental risks..  States should provide anticipatory and shock-responsive social protection to children and their families to prepare for and recover from increasing climate related disaster events. Addressing income insecurity is fundamental to addressing the intergenerational, multi-dimensional poverty and inequality that amplify vulnerability to climatic and other life shocks, while fostering inclusive, green growth.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to refer to "inclusive, child sensitive and shock-responsive social protection systems". With the aim to progressively expanding coverage of maternal and child benefits towards the ultimate goal of universal child benefits as a key integral part of national measures to mitigate the effects of the climate crisis. This is critical to supporting the most impacted families to adapt, cope and build resilience to shocks while protecting the rights of children to survival, good health, education and protection; building their human capital and developing their full potential in adulthood. 
45. Children should have access to adequate housing that conforms with international human rights standards, including sustainable and resilient infrastructure that is not built on polluted sites nor in  proximity to pollution sources or radiation, homes with safe and sustainable sources of energy for cooking, heating, lighting, appropriate ventilation, free from mould and toxic substances in a smoke-free environment. There should be effective management of waste and litter, protection from traffic, excessive noise and overcrowding, and access to safe and sustainable drinking water, sanitation and hygiene facilities, and clean air. Such provisions equally apply to children displaced by climate- or environment-related harm, including through community-led solutions and involving affected communities in decision-making.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to insert 'or in locations at risk to climate change'.	Comment by Auteur: Clarification as to who is expected to manage effectively? 

Suggestion to explain State obligation relating to the sustainable management of common natural resources and in accordance with obligations under CRC.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add here technology in order to avoid the use of single use packaging (plastic bottles), such as UV treatment.
46. Children should not be subject to forced evictions without prior provision of adequate alternative accommodation, including child-friendly and culturally appropriate relocation linked to development and infrastructure projects addressing energy and/or climate action, particularly Indigenous children, who are often disproportionately affected by displacement. Child rights impact assessments should be a prerequisite for such projects, involving the meaningful participation of affected communities, in any energy and/or climate action projects that may lead to forced evictions,. Particular attention should be paid to the importance of Indigenous Peoples’ traditional land to I[footnoteRef:14]￼ , and their collective rights to this land, as according to the The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. [14: 	CRC/C/GC/11, paras. 34-35.] 

47. In situations of cross-border displacement and migration linked to climate- and environment-related events, the Committee underlines the importance of international cooperation and the States’ obligation to undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative and other rights-based measures to ensure the rights under the Convention to all children within their jurisdiction without discrimination. 	Comment by Auteur: This paragraph is relevant to other rights as well, not only adequate standard of living. Children migrating or displaced across borders due to climate change and are at a severe risk of falling through the cracks in terms of the status given to them by States. Suggestion to elevating this point by moving it up to 'Section A - A child rights based approach' to be more overarching. Suggestion to add under Section A in relation to this:
"In situations of internal displacement and migration linked to climate- and environment-related events, the Committee underlines the importance of States, especially local authorities experiencing arrival of internally displaced children recognise their responsibility to protect all children and to undertake appropriate legislative, administrative and other rights-based measures to ensure the rights under the Convention to all children within their jurisdiction without discrimination."
[bookmark: _Toc115681965]E.	The right to rest, play, leisure, recreation and cultural and artistic activities (art. 31)	Comment by Auteur: It is observed that here and throughout the document there is very little mentioning of building climate resilience. Suggestion to make climate resilience be a more prominent point in many of the sections.  
48. Play and recreation are essential to the health and well-being of children and promote the development of creativity, imagination, self-confidence, self-efficacy, as well as physical, social, cognitive and emotional strength and skills. While play and recreation are of intrinsic value to children, they also contribute to all aspects of learning and social, emotional and physical development, are critical to children’s holistic developmentgrowth[footnoteRef:15] and afford important opportunities tofor children to explore and experience the world around them, to the optimal extend of their abilities. Developmentally-appropriate exposure to the natural world and rich biodiversity, including through self-directed play and exploration, have beneficial effects on children’s mental health, while contributing towards agility, balance, creativity, social cooperation and concentration. This right also develops understanding, appreciation and care for the natural environment, and realization of this right is reliant on a clean and healthy environment.  [15: 	CRC/C/GC/17, paras. 9, 14 (c).] 

49. Conversely, unsafe and hazardous environments undermine the realization of the rights under article 31(1) of the Convention, and are risk factors for children’s health, development and safety. Children, particularly those living in poverty and in urban settings, children with disabilities, and children experiencing other intersecting forms of inequality and discrimination, need inclusive and safe spaces to play that are close to their homes and free from environmental hazards. The impacts of climate change exacerbate these challenges, while climate-related stress on households and family incomes may reduce children’s time available for rest, leisure, recreation and play. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion that reference could be made here to adverse childhood experiences and the associated intergenerational transmission of violence, which can be driven by the pressures posed by environmental hazards, i.e. the cyclical and spiralling nature of the mental health impacts. Not just direct lack of enjoyment of the environment causing mental health problems but a breakdown of social cohesion and family functioning dye to the pressures posed by the exacerbated risks of poverty etc.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to elaborate on gender disparities and how they affect girls and women, i.e. gendered effects of environmental degradation. 
50. States shall take effective legislative, administrative and other measures to ensure that all children, without discrimination, are able to play and engage in recreational activities in safe, clean and healthy environments, including natural spaces, parks and playgrounds. Public planning in both rural and urban settings should prioritize the creation of environments which promote the well-being of all children without discrimination and take their views into account. Consideration should be given to provision of access to landscaped green areas, large open spaces and nature for play and recreation, with safe, affordable and accessible transport, creation of a safe local environment for free play, including freedom from pollution, rubbish, hazardous chemicals and waste, and road traffic measures to reduce levels of pollution near households, schools and playgrounds, including design of zones in which players, pedestrians and bikers have priority.
51. States should introduce legislation, regulations and guidelines, together with the necessary budgetary allocation and effective monitoring and enforcement mechanisms, to ensure that third parties comply with article 31 of the Convention, including by establishing safety standards for all toys, play and recreational facilities, particularly concerning toxic substances, in urban and rural development projects. In situations of climate-related disasters, active measures should be taken to restore and protect children’s rights under article 31 of the Convention, including through the creation or restoration of safe spaces, and by encouraging play and creative expression to promote resilience and psychological healing.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to highlight concrete public investment into other rights' sections as well, e.g. through establishing a specific budget line in Governments' annual budgets.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to mention in earlier paragraphs as well.
[bookmark: _Toc115681966]F.	The right of Indigenous children (art. 30)
52. A common characteristic of Indigenous Peoples’ communities is that they have a profound connection to their surrounding ecosystems and territories, carrying vast traditional knowledge of these ecosystems. In communities where livelihoods, culture, and survival are intrinsically linked to the environment, climate change and environmental harm drastically threaten the right to life, survival and development of Indigenous children. Mental health challenges are also widespread among Indigenous children and youth due to the destruction of Indigenous Peoples’ cultural structures, which has caused stress throughout subsequent generations. Environmental degradation is a threat to the maintenance of these structures and is therefore also a threat to Indigenous children’s right to health.
53. Indigenous children are disproportionately affected as a result of environmental degradation, pollution and climate change. States parties should closely consider the impact of environmental harm for the significance of traditional land and the quality of the natural environment while ensuring the right to life, survival and development of Indigenous children. States should also undertake measures to engage with Indigenous children and their families in responding to climate change by integrating, as appropriate, Indigenous cultures and knowledge in mitigation and adaptation measures.	Comment by Auteur: As explanation for tracked changes in the text: the original text is encouraging engaging indigenous people and their children in developing measures, but is leaving a space for others (state) to decide if their indigenous knowledge is "appropriate"? Suggestion to write "responding to climate change by considering Indigenous cultures and knowledge as a proven and acceptable adaptation and mitigation measure".	Comment by Auteur: Source: The UN Declaration for Indigenous Peoples for FPIC reference: https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
[bookmark: _Toc115681967]G.	The right to non-discrimination (art. 2)
54. Certain groups of children face heightened barriers to the enjoyment realization of their rights in relation to the environment due to multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination. They include children who face discrimination girls and children discriminated against on thebased basis of on their sexual orientations, gender identities and expression (SOGIE),, children with their disabilities, Indigenous their Indigneity, race, or ethnicity; their geography, their socio economic status, their housing, or their citizenship and status, among others. children and children of minority groups, children of peasants, children in rural communities, children living in urban slums and informal settlements, children living or working in hazardous, contaminated, disaster-prone and/or climate-vulnerable environments, children living in poverty, children in street situations, children of nomadic groups, children in situations of conflict or humanitarian disaster, and refugee, migrant and internally displaced children and those who experience intersecting and compounding forms of discrimination and marginalisation. 
55. States should take an equitable approach to policy planning and implementation, including by analysing existing inequalities and collecting disaggregated data, in order to identify the differential impacts of environment-related harm on children, paying special attention to groups of children most at risk, and implement specialneeds-informed measures as required. For example, States should review emergency protocols to include assistance and other support for children with disabilities during climate-related disasters.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to reference Agenda 2030 which call on States to increase availability of data disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other characteristics relevant in national contexts.  	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add that weaknesses in data collection and over-reliance on averages fail to capture the impact on children, particularly girls and other groups affected by inequality and discrimination.
	H.	The best interests of the child (art. 3)
56. Environmental decisions generally concern children and the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration in the adoption and implementation of environmental decisions affecting children. These include laws, regulations, policies, standards and guidelines, plans and strategies, budgets, international agreements and development assistance. Where a decision may have a major environmental impact on children, a more detailed procedure to consider their best interests is appropriate. Climate action that is blind to children’s rights will violate their right to participate in decisions that impact their lives and miss opportunities to improve the well-being of children through the transition. It also risks multiple adverse outcomes that will undermine children’s rights and result in adverse social outcomes. Including children in climate action will give effect to their capabilities as agents of change and champions of a healthy environment of all. 
57. Determining the best interests of the child should include an assessment of the specific circumstances that make children, in all their diversity, uniquely vulnerable in the environmental context. The purpose of assessing the best interests of the child shall be the full and effective enjoyment of all rights relating to a safe, healthy and sustainable environment. States should not only protect children against environmental harm but also ensure their well-being and development, taking into account the possibility of future risk and harm.[footnoteRef:16]	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to highlight the meaningful participation of children in determining their “best interest” in this paragraph. [16:  	CRC/C/GC/14, paras. 16 (e), 71, 74. ] 

58. The adoption of all measures of implementation should also follow a systematic procedure that ensures that the best interests of the child are a primary consideration. The child rights impact assessment should be used to predict the environmental impact of any proposed policy, legislation, regulation, budget or other administrative decision which directly or indirectly concern children and should complement ongoing monitoring and evaluation of the impact of measures on children’s rights with child-friendly mitigation measures.
59. Potential conflicts of the best interests of the child with other interests or rights should be resolved on a case-by-case basis, carefully balancing the interests of all parties. Decision-makers should analyse and weigh the rights and interests of all those concerned, giving appropriate weight to the primacy of the best interests of the child. States should take into account the possibility that environmental actions which seem reasonable on a shorter scale can become unreasonable when considering the full harm they will cause to children throughout their childhoods and their lives. 	Comment by Auteur: Request for clarification. If the best interest of the child is a primary consideration what exactly is the paragraph referring to in terms of "balancing the interests of all parties"? Whose interest is here referred to?	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to phrase 'full range of harms, including irreversible harms' as not all hams that can have long-term impact are necessarily irreversible. For instance, mental health issues stemming from the climate crisis can persist but are not necessarily permanent. 
[bookmark: _Toc115681969]I.	The right of the child to be heard (art. 12)
60. Children identify environmental issues as highly relevant and important to their lives. Children’s voices have become a powerful global force for environmental protection and their views add relevant perspectives and experience with respect to environmental matters at all levels. Even from an early age, children can enhance the quality of environmental solutions, for example by providing invaluable insights into issues such as the effectiveness of early warning systems for environmental hazards. Children’s views should be considered in the design and implementation of measures aimed at addressing the significant and long-term environmental challenges that are fundamentally shaping their lives. Additional support and special strategies may be required to empower realize the rights of childrenchildren who face multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination and inequality. in disadvantaged situations, and marginalisation. The digital environment has potential for consulting with children and expanding their capacity and opportunities to effectively engage on environmental matters, including through tailored consultation mechanisms and collective advocacy, if carefully used, paying attention to the challenges for many children to access the digital environment.[footnoteRef:17]	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to show more strongly that this is children's right - States and intergovernmental bodies have a responsibility to recognise the current and future lived experiences of children under Article 3 of the CRC, which asserts that ‘in all actions concerning children… the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration'. 
See also the 2020 Human Rights Council resolution on realising the rights of the child through a healthy environment - ‘every child capable of forming his or her views has the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child, including in environmental decision-making processes that may be relevant to his or her life'.
See also article 12 of the CRC, and General Comment No. 12 on the ‘Right of the Child to be Heard'.

	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to include children’s views in the assessment and evaluation of interventions, not only in the design, monitoring and implementation of measures/programs.  [17: 		CRC/C/GC/25, paras. 16, 18.] 

61. States should ensure that age-appropriate, safe and effective formal on and off line mechanisms are in place for children’s views to be heard regularly and at all stages of the environmental decision-making process for legislation, policies, regulations, projects and activities that may affect them at sub-national, national and international levels. For voluntary, respectful and transparent participation, children should be provided with environmental and human rights education, age-, culture, gender- and ability- appropriatesensitive information age-appropriate information, adequate time and resources and a supportive, inclusive and enabling environment. They should receive information about outcomes of environment-related consultations and feedback on how their views were considered and have access to complaints procedures and remedies when their right to be heard in the environmental context is disregarded.
62. At the international level, States and international organizations should facilitate the involvement of children’s associations and child-led organizations or groups, in decision-making processes relating to the environment. States should also ensure that their obligations concerning children’s right to be heard are reflected in negotiations and implementation of instruments of international environmental law. Youth participation should be used to enhancecomplement the intergenerational views  child participation in environmental decision-making.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add a specific reference to child engagement at COP processes here.
63. States should enact laws that guarantee the rights of children to participate in all matters affecting them, including public decision-making processes with implications for the climate and environment. Law and policy should be specific and provide guidance on the format, structure, operation, and evaluation of all child participatory mechanisms. Sufficient financial and other resources must be made available to ensure sustainable and effective mechanisms are introduced and maintained.
64. 
[bookmark: _Toc115681970]	J.	Freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly (arts. 13 and 15)
65. Children’s rights to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly should not be subjected to restrictions other than those that are lawful, necessary and proportionate to a legitimate purpose. , and never limit those rights which are absolute or non-derogable
66. [bookmark: _Hlk116819113]Children who express their views or engage in public protests on environmental degradation, climate change and climate-related projects may face threats, intimidation, harassment or other serious reprisals. States are required to protect the rights of environmental child rights defenders, including through the provision of a safe and empowering context and civic space for initiatives organized by children to defend human rights. States should undertake all appropriate measures to ensure that laws relating to defamation and libel are not abused by third parties to repress those children’s rights, including through adoption and implementation of laws to protect child rights defenders in accordance with international human rights standards, raise awareness against stigmatization of activities and provide effective remedies for violations of their rights to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly and association.	Comment by Auteur: This paragraph is a vital provision.
67. States should foster, recognize and support the positiverights-based contribution of children towards environmental sustainability and climate justice as an important means of civil and political engagement through which children can influence, negotiate and advocate for the realization of their rights related to the environment, and hold States accountable on for the fulfilment of children’s  rights..
[bookmark: _Toc115681971]K.	Access to justice and remedies (art. 4)
68. Effective remedies should be available to redress violations.[footnoteRef:18] This requires States to provide child-friendly, gender-sensitive  and disability inclusive pathways for children to access justice. Although children have been at the vanguard of several environmental and climate change cases, their status creates difficulties for them to pursue remedies. An initial barrier is legal standing, and restrictive requirements that individual children must be directly affected by or have a sufficient interest in the environmental harm. As a result, children often have limited means of asserting their rights in the environmental context.[footnoteRef:19] [18: 	CRC/C/GC/2003/5, para. 24.]  [19: 	Report of the Committee’s 2016 Day of General Discussion, p. 21.] 

69. Cases involving environmental harm are complex due to transboundary effects, causation and cumulative impacts. This necessitates effective legal representation of children. Furthermore, litigation is often a lengthy process, and supranational bodies generally require the exhaustion of domestic remedies prior to filing a complaint. 
70. States should ensure children’s access to timely, appropriate and effective judicial and non-judicial mechanisms, including national human rights institutions and ombudsmen for children, for violations of their rights relating to environmental harm. Child-sensitive and-friendly, gender-sensitive, and disability-inclusive procedures should be available for claims of imminent or foreseeable harms, as well as past or current violations of children’s rights. States should ensure that these are readily available to all children under their jurisdiction without discrimination, including for child victims of transboundary harm resulting from States’ acts or omissions within their territories. 
71. Complaint mechanisms should be free of charge, safe, confidential, prompt, child-friendly and accessible. States should consider ensure providing for collective complaints, such as class actions and public interest litigation[footnoteRef:20] and extending limitation periods for violations of children’s rights due to environmental harm. [20: 	CRC/C/GC/16, para. 68; CRC/C/GC/25, para. 44] 

72. Children should have access to free legal and other appropriate assistance, including legal aid and effective legal representation, and be provided the opportunity to be heard directly in any judicial or administrative proceedings affecting them. States should consider take proactive additional measures to lower the costs for children seeking remedies, for example through protection from adverse cost orders to limit the financial risk to children bringing cases in the public interest concerning climate harm. 
73. States should explore optionstake proactive measures to reduce the onerous burden of proof on child plaintiffs to establish causation in the face of numerous variables and information deficits, rather than on the State or private actors whose polluting activities and contribution to greenhouse gas emissions cause them harm[footnoteRef:21] to enhance accountability and promote children’s access to effective remedy. [21: 	Report of the Committee’s 2016 Day of General Discussion, p. 22.] 

74. Children may face particular difficulties in obtaining remedies in cases involving business enterprises causing violations of their rights, especially concerning transboundary and global impacts. States have obligations to provide effective remedies and reparations for violations of children’s rights by business enterprises, including their extraterritorial activities and operations, provided that there is a reasonable link between the State and the conduct concerned. States should ensure that businesses provide effective grievance mechanisms for child victims, while they should have access to State-based remedies. States should also ensure the availability of regulatory agencies with oversight powers relevant to children’s rights, monitor abuses and provide adequate remedies for violations of children’s rights related to the environment.
75. Appropriate reparation includes restitution, adequate compensation, satisfaction, and rehabilitation, both of the environment and of children affected, including access to medical and psychological assistance. Remedial mechanisms should take into account the specific vulnerabilities of children to the effects of climate change, and that the harm can be irreversible and lifelong. Reparation should be swift to limit ongoing and future violations. The application of novel forms of remedy is encouraged, such as orders to establish intergenerational committees to determine and oversee the expeditious implementation of measures to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change, in which children are active participants.
76. Access to applicable international and regional human rights mechanisms should be available, including the ability to submit a complaint pursuant to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure, information about which should be made widely known to children, parents, caregivers and professionals working with and for children. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add in this paragraph "including by ratifying the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications procedure".
[bookmark: _heading=h.2p2csry][bookmark: _heading=h.fmcvsa4wkz52][bookmark: _Toc115681972]IV.	The right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion that this section should be integrated into the other rights focusing on States' obligations and measures. There is a huge body of international environmental law that describes States obligations to curtail environmental degradation and climate change. This GC should focus on State obligations related to child rights as they are affected by environmental degradation and CC and as their right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment is not respected.
77. Children have the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment. This right is implicit in, and directly linked to, in particular, the rights to life, survival and development (art. 6), the highest attainable standard of health, including ‘taking into consideration the dangers and risks of environmental pollution’ (art. 24), an adequate standard of living (art. 27) and education, including the development of respect for the natural environment (art. 29). 
78. Substantive elements of this right are profoundly important for children, as they include clean air, a safe climate, healthy ecosystems and biodiversity, safe and sufficient water, healthy and sustainable food, and non-toxic environments.[footnoteRef:22]   [22: 	A/HRC/40/55; A/HRC/46/28; A/HRC/49/53; A/74/161; A/75/161; A/76/179.] 

79. Towards the realization of this right for children, the Committee considers that the following actions should be taken immediately:	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add elements on climate resilient and shock responsive infrastructure, and social protection mechanisms.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add here an action point on rethink, rebuild and transform urban areas to reduce car-dominance  and enable safe, sustainable and active mobility and access to green spaces to improve physical and mental health among children and mitigate climate change.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add under actions: "Promote the development of natural resource-based livelihoods including riverine, coastal and forest-based, that contribute to livelihood security and ecological sustainability."	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to include action to prohibit single use plastics and substantially limit the production of new plastic including those made of recycled plastic. Could be combined with actions in the text on biodiversity and aquatic ecosystem action.
(a) Improve air quality by reducing both outdoor and household air pollution to prevent under-five mortality;
(b) Ensure access to safe and sufficient water and healthy aquatic ecosystems to prevent the spread of waterborne illness among children;	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add here sanitation facilities and waste management systems which are especially relevant to improving children's health and wellbeing in urban slums and informal settlements.
(c) Transform industrial agriculture to produce healthy and sustainable food aimed at preventing malnutrition and undernutrition;	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add "and promote sustainable food systems"
(d) Rapidly Pphase out the use and subsidy of coal, oil and natural gas by investing in renewable energy, energy storage and energy efficiency to address the climate crisis;	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add accessibility and affordability of renewable energy for all populations. 
(e) Conserve, protect and restore biodiversity for the current and future generations; 
(f) Prevent marine pollution by banning the direct or indirect introduction of substances into the marine environment that are hazardous to children’s health and marine ecosystems.[footnoteRef:23] [23: 	Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic, art. 2.2(a).] 

80. Procedural elements have similar importance, including access to information, participation in decision-making and access to justice with effective remedies, empowering children, including through education, to become agents of their own destinylives, actively shaping their future rather than passively inheriting a clean, healthy and sustainable environment. 
[bookmark: _Toc115681973]V.	General obligations of States
[bookmark: _Toc115681974]A.	The obligation to respect, protect and fulfil 
81. States should ensure a clean, healthy and sustainable environment in order to respect, protect and fulfil children’s rights. The obligation to respect requires States to refrain from violating children’s rights by causing environmental harm, for example by subsidizing products or activities that produce toxic pollution, damage biodiversity or contribute to climate change. States shall protect children against environmental damage from other sources, including by regulating business enterprises. States parties are also under the obligation to prevent and mitigate the impacts of environment-related disasters which might be life-threatening to children, even where they are beyond human control, for example by establishing early warning systems and invest in building climate-resilient infrastructure necessary for the fulfilment of children’s rights, such as resilient protection systems, health care and educational facilities. As for the obligation to fulfil, States should take effective steps to facilitate, promote and provide for the enjoyment of children’s rights related to the environment, for example by investing in infrastructure to ensure the availability of safe and sufficient water for all. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion that States should also be obliged to only promote actions that are science/evidence-based.
82. States have a due diligence obligation to take appropriate measures to protect children against reasonably foreseeable environmental harm and violations of their rights. Examples include assessing the environmental impacts of policies and projects and paying due regard to the precautionary approach, avoiding preventable harm, reducing unpreventable harm, and providing for timely and effective remedies for both foreseeable and actual harm. 
83. [bookmark: _Toc115681975]States are also obliged to respect, protect and fulfil children’s rights that are exercised in relation to the environment. The obligation to respect requires States to refrain from actions limiting the right of children to express their views on climate protection, their right to association and peaceful assembly, or imposing restrictions on their access to environmental information. States are also obliged to protect children from misinformation concerning environmental risks and from the risk of violence or other reprisals. The obligation to fulfil requires States to combat negative societal attitudes to children’s right to be heard in relation to the environment, and to promote the meaningful and empowered participation of all children within the family, schools, communities and broader environmental decision-making foras.	
84. States should take deliberate, concrete and targeted steps towards achieving the full and effective enjoyment of children’s rights related to the environment, including through the development of legislation, policies, strategies or plans that are science-based, inclusive and consistent with relevant international guidelines related to environmental health and safety, such as those established by the World Health Organization. States shall not take retrogressive measures that are less protective of children without convincing justification. 
85. States are obligated to devote the maximum available financial, natural, human, technological, institutional and informational resources to realize children’s rights in relation to the environment, including those available within the framework of international cooperation. 
86. States have some discretion to arrive at a reasonable balance between environmental and other social goals in light of available resources, including by determining appropriate levels of environmental protection. However, the leeway of States is limited by their obligations under the Convention. Children are far more likely to suffer serious harm, including irreversible and lifelong consequences and even death, from environmental impacts. Therefore, States should set and enforce environmental standards that protect children from these disproportionate and long-term effects.
87. States should use platforms at all levels to collect and process data with respect to environment-related specifics on children’s rights. States should ensure the collection of reliable and regularly updated and disaggregated data and research on environmental harms, including risks and actual impacts of climate-related harm on children’s rights. They should include longitudinal data on the effects of environmental harm on children’s health and development at different ages. Such data and research should inform the formulation and evaluation of environmental legislation, policies, programmes and plans at all levels, and should be made publicly available. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to include that States should also be obliged to base legislation, policies, programmes and plans at all levels  that are science/evidence-based.
[bookmark: _Toc115681976]B.	Heightened obligations
88. There is a heightened duty of care on the State in view of the special status of children, including recognition that violations of their rights arising from environmental harm may have a severe and long-lasting impact on their development.
89. States should effectively protect children, taking into consideration their specific needs and particular susceptibility in the environmental context. Environmental standards, policies or measures that may affect children’s rights should be subjected to a child rights impact assessment.
[bookmark: _Toc115681977]C.	Access to information 
90. Access to age-, gender- and ability-appropriate child-friendly information (arts 13 and 17) is essential for enabling children and their parents or caregivers to comprehend potential effects of environmental harm on children’s rights. It is also a crucial prerequisite for realizing the rights of children to express their views, to be heard, and to effective remedy on environmental issues.
91. Children have the right to access relevant information in child-friendly means, including the causes, effects and actual and potential sources of climate and environmental harm, adaptive responses, relevant climate and environmental legislation, regulations, findings from climate and environment impact assessments, policies and plans, and about appropriate lifestyle choices for sustainable development, for example, what children can do in their immediate environment related to waste management and consumption behaviours.
92. Information should be disseminated in a way appropriate to the age and capacities of children, overcoming obstacles such as illiteracy, disability, language, distance and limited access to information technology. States should encourage the mass media to disseminate science and evidence-backed information and materials regarding the environment, for example, measures that children and their families can take to manage risks in the context of climate-related disasters. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add that States should include child-friendly communication systems and content during and after (response and recovery) disaster or emergency events.
[bookmark: _Toc115681978]D.	Child rights impact assessments 
93. All proposed legislation, policy, regulations, budget or other administrative decisions related to the environment requires vigorous child rights impact assessments. States should require the prior assessment of the possible environmental and climate impacts, directly or indirectly, including transboundary and cumulative, and both production and consumption effects, on the enjoyment of children’s rights.
94. Child rights impact assessments should have special regard for the differential impact of environmental and climate-related actions on children, especially the groups of children most at risk, necessarily including young children, as measured against all relevant rights under the Convention. This includes long-term impacts, interactive impacts and impacts on the different stages of childhood. For example, States that have substantial fossil fuel industries should assess the social and economic impact on children of their strategies for a just transition. Where a child rights impact assessment is not carried out, authorities should clearly state the reasons, for example, a demonstration that children are not expected to be harmed by the actions under examination. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add that just transition strategies should minimize negative impacts on children, if any. 
95. Child rights impact assessments should be undertaken as early as possible in the decision-making process, include the views of children and experts working at the interface of children’s rights and the environment and make recommendations for alternatives and improvements. Findings of child rights impact assessments should be made available, including in child friendly language and in the languages children use. 
[bookmark: _Toc115681979]F.	Children’s rights and the business sector	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to articulating in this section the responsibility of financial actors, including IFIs and MDBs, to respect children's rights and prevent and remedy violations of the rights in relation to their investments and development activities.
96. Businesses have responsibilities to respect children’s rights and prevent and remedy violations of their rights in relation to any adverse impacts on children’s rights, including in relation to the environment, as outlined in the Children’s Rights and Business Principles, and States have the obligation to ensure that businesses, including state-owned enterprises, meet those responsibilities.[footnoteRef:24]	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to explicitly encourage the use of Children's Rights and Business Principles, since this is a non-binding guidance. Add reference as well. [24: 	CRC/C/GC/16, paras. 28, 42, 82. ] 

97.  Business activity is the source of significant environmental damage that contributes to child rights violations. They include production, use, release and disposal of hazardous and toxic substances, extraction of non-renewable resources, industrial air and water pollution, unsustainable agriculture and fishing practices, and many other activities that adversely affect the environment. However, businesses can contribute greatly to the improvement of environmental conditions and work towards strong sustainability. The business sector therefore should play a key role in addressing environmental harm and other adverse impacts that interferes with the enjoyment of children’s rights.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to include deliberate targeting of children with advertisement contributing to excessive consumerism, of which much occurs online and is unregulated. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggest to replace with: "reduce the negative environmental impacts of their operations and supply chains and ensure the use of sustainable and resource-efficient production methods."
98. States have obligations to provide a framework to ensure that businesses respect the rights of the child, through effective legislation, regulation and enforcement, as well as policy, remedial, monitoring, coordination, collaboration and awareness-raising measures. States should require businesses to undertake child-rights due diligence and identify, prevent and mitigate their impact on the environment and children’s rights including across their business relationships and within globaltheir operations. A stricter process of due diligence is required where there is a high risk that certain groups of children, such as those working in hazardous conditions or living in close proximity to manufacturing or disposal sites, are exposed to environmental risks through business activities across supply chains. Immediate steps should be taken in the event that children are identified as victims of environmental impacts to prevent further harm to their health and development, and to repair damage done in a timely manner.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to replace "global" as not all businesses are global in their operations. 
99. The Committee recommends the development by businesses, in partnership with stakeholders including children, of methodologies that integrate children’s rights and environmental impact in their operation, notably beby embedding the Children’s Rights and Business Principles in corporate sustainability strategies, operations and due diligence mechanisms. Marketing standards should ensure that business policies such as “green-washing” and “green-sheening” do not mislead consumers, particularly children, into believing that businesses are preventing or mitigating environmental harms when this is not the truth.
[bookmark: _Toc115681980]G.	International cooperation	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to bring in obligations of States to cooperate under the Convention on Biological Diversity too.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to add: "The importance of international cooperation and the States’ obligation to undertake all appropriate legislative, administrative and other rights-based measures when children move across borders as a result of climate risks "
100. States have obligations to take actions, separately and jointly through international cooperation, to respect, promote and fulfil children’s rights. Article 4 of the Convention emphasizes that implementation of the Convention is a cooperative exercise for the States of the world,[footnoteRef:25] and the full realization of children’s rights under the Convention is in part contingent on how States interact. Climate change clearly represents an archetypal example of a global threat to children’s rights that requires States to work together, calling for “the widest possible cooperation by all countries and their participation in an effective and appropriate international response”.[footnoteRef:26] The obligations of international cooperation of each State depends in part on its situation. In the climate context, such responsibilities are appropriately tailored to take account of the historical emissions of greenhouse gas and respective capabilities and challenges of States,[footnoteRef:27] while requiring technical and financial assistance from high-income States to developing States, consistent with article 4 of the Convention. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to reiterate in the text  that the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities doesn't negate States' obligations vis a vis child rights. This in order to avoid States using the argument of common but differentiated responsibilities to justify actions to advance their development that are not climate friendly or just.  [25: 	CRC/GC/2003/5, para. 60.]  [26: 	UNFCCC preamble; A/HRC/RES/26/27; A/HRC/RES/29/15.]  [27: 	UNFCCC preamble, art. 3(1); Paris Agreement, Art 2(2); A/HRC/RES/26/27; A/HRC/RES/29/15.] 

101. In particular, high-income States should support adaptation and mitigation efforts in developing countries by facilitating the transfer of green technologies, and by contributing to financing climate mitigation and adaptation,[footnoteRef:28] in line with their internationally agreed climate finance goals. This should utilise specified metrics to ensure child-sensitive investment and including a focus on children’s rights, equity and inclusion of children’s voices in all relevant systems and processes with a particular view to benefitting children most affected by inequality and discrimination. The Convention should form the framework for States’ international mitigation and adaptation strategies, cooperation and financial support. The climate-related programmes of donor States should be rights-based, while States that receive international climate finance and assistance should allocate a substantive part of that aid specifically to children. Implementation guidelines of the Paris Agreement with respect to both adaptation and mitigation action should be reviewed and updated to take into account the child rights obligations of States. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to say the Convention should be considered as complementary to the UNFCCC as the framework for climate mitigation and adaptation. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to emphasize that the climate-related programmes of all States should be rights-based. Also the term 'donors' reflects solidarity while international climate finance is based on the polluter pays principle and is an obligation of high-income countries. 

The second part of this point can also be rephrased as 'substantive' sounds vague: States that receive international climate finance should ensure that their allocations are child-sensitive, responding to and addressing the unique risks and vulnerabilities children experience from climate change.  [28: 	UNFCCC, art. 4(5); Paris Agreement, art, 9(1).] 

102. States should ensure that adaptation and mitigation measures supported by international climate finance mechanisms and international organizations respect and protect children’s rights, including through the integration of standards and procedures to assess the risk of harm to children in conjunction with new climate-related projects, and to take measures to mitigate risks of such harm in compliance with the Convention and the Optional Protocols. States should furthermore cooperate to support the establishment and implementation of procedures and mechanisms to provide access to effective remedies for violations of children’s rights in this context.
103. States should cooperate in good faith in the funding and establishment of global responses addressing climate-related loss and damage suffered by the most vulnerable countries, paying particular attention to safeguarding the rights of children in light of their specific vulnerabilities to climate-related risks, and addressing the devastating impact of both sudden- and slow-onset forms of climate disruption on children and their communities. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to rephrase that post-COP27 this is also an obligation of States. 
[bookmark: _Toc115681981]VI.	Climate change
[bookmark: _Toc115681982]A.	State obligations, implementation and accountability 
104. This section focuses on the climate crisis, which poses a massive risk to the enjoyment of children’s rights in the Convention, and applies to other forms of environmental harms, where applicable. 
105. The measures set out in this section should be understood as applying both to acts or omissions in relation to the causes and effects of climate change, as well as to the design and implementation of measures through which climate action is pursued.
106. Under the Convention, States have obligations, including extraterritorial obligations, to respect, protect and fulfil children’s rights. The foreseeable adverse effects of climate change on the enjoyment of children’s rights give rise to obligations of States to take actions to protect against those effects, and to mobilize the maximum available resources for the adoption of measures aimed at mitigating its cause and effect and preventing further harm.
107. States shall respect children’s rights, including by refraining from the adoption of measures that could worsen the cause and effect of climate change; protect children’s rights, by effectively regulating non-State actors, especially business sectors, to ensure that their actions do not worsen the impacts of climate change; and fulfil children’s rights, by adopting measures that channel modes of production and consumption towards a more environmentally sustainable pathway, and foster the resilience of children and their communities.[footnoteRef:29]  [29: 	Ibid., para. 10.] 

108. States’ obligations under the Convention should reflect their commitments under the international climate change regime and the best available climate science, namely their agreed objective to achieve the global goal to limit global warming to well below 2°C, while pursuing efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C.[footnoteRef:30] Reports by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change illustrate that complying with this limit is imperative. Furthermore, States’ obligations should guide them in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of measures to address climate change,[footnoteRef:31] considering the disproportionate impacts of climate change on children’s rights that are already occurring due to an increase in global warming of approximately 1.1°C above pre-industrial levels.[footnoteRef:32]  [30: 	Paris Agreement, art. 2(1)(a).]  [31: 	Ibid., preamble.]  [32: 	Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change Sixth Assessment Report, Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis.] 

109. States should incorporate children’s right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, which includes a safe climate as a substantive element, in their national legislation, and take adequate measures to implement it, in order to strengthen accountability and facilitate children’s greater participation. States should also ensure a coherent approach in mainstreaming climate action across all decisions and measures concerning children, including policies related to education, leisure, play and access to green spaces, child protection and health, as well as national frameworks for implementation of the Convention.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to make this point much earlier in the document, i.e. at minimum in Section IV on R2HE.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to explore if this could also be included in the CRC reporting cycle?
[bookmark: _Toc115681983]B.	Adaptation
110. Since climate-related impacts are intensifying, a sharp and urgent increase in the design and implementation of child-sensitive and child-centred adaptation measures and associated resources is necessary. States should identify climate-related child vulnerabilities depending on the availability, accessibility, quality, equity and sustainability of essential services for children, such as water and sanitation, health care, child protection, nutrition and education. States should enhance the climate resilience of their legal and institutional frameworks Rand ensure that their national adaptation plans and existing social, environmental and budgetary policies address climate-related vulnerabilities and by assisting children within their jurisdiction to adapt to the unavoidable effects of climate change. Examples include strengthening child protection systems in risk-prone contexts, providing adequate access to water, sanitation and healthcare as well as safe school environments and strengthening social safety nets and child-sensitive social protection frameworks while giving priority to children’s right to life, survival and development. 	Comment by Auteur: Request to clarify. 
111. Adaptation measures, including disaster risk reduction, preparedness, response and recovery, should take into account the views of children and apply the Principles for Locally-Led Adaptation. Children should be able to understand the effects of climate actions on their rights and have opportunities to meaningfully participate in decision-making processes, such as the development of National Adaptation Plans. Neither the design nor the implementation of adaptation measures should discriminate against groups of children at heightened risk, such as young children, girls and children discriminated against on the basis of their sexual orientations, gender identities and expression (SOGIE), children with disabilities, children on the move, Indigenous children, and children in situations of poverty and those who experience other multiple and intersecting and compounding forms of discrimination and marginalisation. States should take additional concrete measures to ensure that vulnerable children affected by climate change enjoy their rights, including by addressing the underlying causes of vulnerability.	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to refer and include text that States should also be obliged to undertake a measured and considered approach to adaptation actions that does avoids maladaptation.  
112. Adaptation measures should target both short- and long-term impacts, such as those aimed at sustaining sustainable livelihoods and employment, protecting schools and hospitals, and developing sustainable water management systems. These could also consider the nexus between food, energy and water. Measures that are necessary to protect children’s rights to life and health from imminent threats, such as extreme weather and floods, include establishing early warning systems and risk notification and increasing the physical safety and resilience of infrastructure, including school, water and sanitation and health infrastructure, to reduce the risk of climate-related hazards. States should adopt emergency response plans such as provision of humanitarian assistance and access to nutritious food and clean water and sanitation. Adaptive measures should also take into account relevant national and international standards such as those contained in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030. Furthermore, adaptation frameworks should address climate-related migration and include provisions for ensuring a child rights-based approach to migration. 
113. In the event of imminent threats of climate-related harm such as extreme weather events, States should ensure that all information that would enable children, their caregivers and communities to take protective measures is disseminated immediately. States should strengthen the awareness of children and communities on disaster risk reduction and prevention measures. 
[bookmark: _Toc115681984]C.	Mitigation	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to refer here also to phase out of fossil fuels. 
114. The Committee calls for collective accelerated actions to use the narrow temporal window of opportunities to mitigate the effects of climate change. In particular, historical and current major emitters have heightened obligations to take effective measures to contribute to mitigation efforts. 	Comment by Auteur: Observation that this language was strongly contested in Mitigation Work Programme discussions at COP27 and did not make it to the outcome document as several developing countries are quite opposed to this language. Suggestion to change.
115. Insufficient progress in achieving international commitments to limit global warming to pre-industrial levels exposes children to the significant threats to their rights associated with greater concentrations of greenhouse gas emissions and correlative temperature increases. Greater risk in relation to children’s rights and climate change represents the passing through so-called “tipping points”, or thresholds beyond which certain impacts can no longer be avoided.
116. Mitigation measures should be based on the best available science, reflect the “highest possible ambition,”[footnoteRef:33] and be regularly reviewed to ensure a pathway towards low carbon emissions in a manner that prevents harm to children. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to adding that mitigation measures should undertake child rights impact assessment,  as it is important to recognise that mitigation measures can also have adverse social and environmental impacts. 
See also p.9-10 here Incorporating Child Rights into Climate Action | Save the Children’s Resource Centre [33: 	Paris Agreement, art. 4.3. ] 

117. When determining the appropriateness of their mitigation measures in accordance with the Convention, States should take into account the following criteria:
(a) Mitigation measures should clearly indicate how they respect, protect and fulfil children’s rights under the Convention. States should transparently and explicitly focus on children’s rights when preparing, communicating and maintaining nationally determined contributions.[footnoteRef:34] This obligation includes biennial update reports, international assessment and review, international consultation and analyses.[footnoteRef:35]	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to include that States should also put in place mechanisms to ensure child participation in the preparation and review/progress reporting of their Nationally Determined Contributions and climate change action plans. [34: 	Ibid., art. 4.2. ]  [35: 	Ibid., art. 14.4.] 

(b) Mitigation measures should be informed by the principles of equity and common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. States have an individual responsibility to mitigate climate change in order to fulfil their obligations under the Convention and international environmental law.[footnoteRef:36] Mitigation measures should reflect each State party’s “fair share” of the global effort to mitigate climate change, in light of the total reductions necessary to protect against reasonably foreseeable harm to children’s rights. Developed States should continue to take the lead by undertaking economy-wide absolute emission reduction targets and other States should enhance their mitigation measures in the light of different national circumstances in a manner that realizes children’s rights to the maximum possible extent.[footnoteRef:37]	Comment by Auteur: Please see earlier comment. Question whether the Committee should be encouraging CBRD? The final sentence seems sufficient enough to capture the fact that developing countries have reduced capabilities compared to developing countries to advance mitigation (and adaptation) practices. [36: 	Sacchi et al v Argentina et al, para. 10.6.]  [37:  	Paris Agreement, art. 4.4.] 

(c) Short-term mitigation measures should take into consideration that delaying ambitious emissions reduction measures until after 2030 will result in higher cumulative emissions, and thus greater foreseeable harm to children’s rights.
(d) Successive mitigation measures should represent a “progression over time”,[footnoteRef:38] keeping in mind that the timeframe for children is shorter and requires urgent actions. 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to clarify, it is not clear what is meant here.  [38: 	Ibid., arts. 3 and, 4.3.    ] 

(e) Mitigation measures should not rely only on negative emissions to remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. States should also take measures to reduce emissions now in order to support children in full enjoyment of their environment-related rights in the shortest possible period of time.[footnoteRef:39] 	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to clarify, it is not clear what is meant here. Does this refer to net zero approaches? [39: 	UNFCCC, arts. 4(1)(h)(i)(j), (2)(b); Paris Agreement, preamble, arts. 4.8, 12, 13.  ] 

118. States should consider discontinuingdiscontinue financial incentives or investments in activities and infrastructure that are not consistent with low greenhouse gas emission pathways, whether undertaken by public or private actors, as a mitigation measure to prevent further damage and risk. 
119. Developed States should assist developing countries to plan and implement mitigation measures in order to help the most vulnerable children. The assistance could include providing information on financial, technology transfer and capacity-building measures that specifically contribute to the prevention of harm caused by climate change on children. The recipient country should assess needs provide information needed for providing such support.[footnoteRef:40] [40: 	Paris Agreement, art. 13.9.] 

[bookmark: _Toc115681985]D.	Business and climate change
120. Businesses are a major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions, which adversely affect children’s rights locally, while contributing to short- and long-term infringements of their rights linked to global climate change. The impacts of business activities and operations can also undermine the ability of children and their families to adapt to the impacts of climate change, for example through poor or unsustainable watershed management which exacerbate climate stress. States should incentivize business enterprises to embed the Children’s Rights and Business Principles into their corporate sustainability strategies operations and due diligence mechanisms, mobilize vast financial resources, generate new technologies and exert influence throughout their operations and supply chains in ways that prevent, mitigate and adapt to climate change, and strengthen the realization of children’s rights.  
121. States should take all necessary, appropriate and reasonable measures to protect children from direct and indirect violations of their rights by business enterprises related to climate change and ensure that businesses rapidly reduce emissions and take other steps to prevent adverse climate-related impacts on children’s rights. States should require businesses to conduct human rights, environmental and climate impact assessments and embed child rights in corporate sustainability due diligence mechanisms, to ensure that they identify, prevent and mitigate negative climate-related effects of their actual and proposed actions on children’s rights, including production- and consumption-related activities, and those linked to their supply chains and global operations.[footnoteRef:41] Such impact assessments and due diligence should carefully consider the disproportionate and long-term impacts of climate-related harm and other child rights adverse impacts on children.  [41: 	CRC/C/GC/16, para. 62.] 

122. Home States should adopt measures to address current harm and foreseeable climate-related risks to children’s rights posed by business enterprises that have transboundary effects when there is a reasonable link between the State and the conduct concerned and should provide access for children to  effective remedies for infringements.[footnoteRef:42] States should cooperate to ensure that business enterprises operating transnationally comply with applicable environmental standards aimed at protecting children’s rights from climate-related harm. Home States should provide international assistance [42: 	CRC/C/GC/16, para. 38.] 

123.  and cooperation with investigations and enforcement of proceedings in other States.[footnoteRef:43] [43: 	Ibid., para. 44.] 

124. States should incentivize investment in and use of zero carbon technologies, particularly by those that are State-owned, or that receive public finances from State agencies, for example by discontinuing financial incentives for activities and infrastructure that are not consistent with low greenhouse gas emission pathways. States should enforce progressive taxation schemes and adopt strict sustainability requirements for public procurement contracts.[footnoteRef:44] States can also encourage public-private partnerships that increase access and affordability of renewable technology and the provision of sustainable energy products and services, particularly at the community level, and ensure child rights are respecteding throughout their value chains. [44: 	Ibid., para. 27.] 

125. States should ensure that their obligations under trade or investment agreements place obligations on financial institutions and investors to conduct child rights due diligence, and ensure that such agreements promote rapid reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and other measures to mitigate the causes and effects of climate change, including through the facilitation of investment in renewable technologies.[footnoteRef:45] The climate-related impacts of the implementation of the agreements on children’s rights should be regularly assessed, allowing for corrective measures as appropriate. [45: 	E/C.12/GC/24, para. 13.] 

[bookmark: _Toc115681986]E.	Climate finance	Comment by Auteur: Suggestion to that this section should give a nod to the objective of climate finance to also address loss & damage. It does not currently do that.

It could also include a point on improving access to climate finance so that climate finance reaches those most in need. Suggested phrasing - Climate finance, particularly for adaptation, is not reaching those most in need of it. Access to climate finance should be simplified so that countries where child rights are at risk from climate change are able to access climate finance and deliver it to children most in need. 
126. Both international climate finance providers and recipient States should undertake to uphold that climate finance mechanisms are anchored on a child rights-based approach under the Convention and its Optional Protocols. In particular, States should encourage the use of specified metrics to ensure child-sensitive investment and ensure that any climate finance mechanisms uphold and not violate children’s rights; increase policy coherence between child rights obligations and other objectives, such as economic development; include children’s voices, and strengthen the demarcation of roles of various stakeholders in climate finance, such as governments, financial institutions, businesses and affected communities, especially children.
127. The principle of common but differentiated responsibilities indicates that developed States should cooperate with developing States and provide the necessary climate finance for climate action that upholds child rights. This is in line with the international climate commitments that developed States have undertaken. In particular, despite the link between various financing mechanisms including on sustainable development, climate finance provided by developed States should be new and additional to other financial flows that support children’s rights and based on principles of predictability, transparency, and embedding the Principles for Locally-led .Adaptation. It should also be transparent and avoid tracking challenges such as double counting.
128. The current climate finance gap which is overly slanted towards mitigation at the cost of adaptation, and loss and damage measures has discriminatory effects on children who live in settings where more adaptation or loss and damage measures are needed, (particularly projects that specifically benefit children most affected by inequality and discrimination). States should bridge the global climate finance gap, with a view to equal distribution. Moreover, the determination by States of the total global climate finance needed should be informed by the documented needs of communities, especially children and their rights.
129. States should facilitate access to information for affected communities, especially children, on activities supported by climate finance. Such information should include age-, gender-sensitive and disability inclusive possibilities for lodging complaints about alleged violations of child rights. States should devolve decision-making on climate finance to strengthen participation of beneficiary communities especially children. States should subject the approval and execution of climate finance to a child rights impact assessment to prevent and address financed mitigation and adaptation measures that could lead to violation of children’s rights.
130. States must facilitate access to climate finance flows for the communities most vulnerable to climate change. Many hard-hit countries do not have access to climate finance or the knowledge or capacity to engage in complex bureaucratic application processes. To respect, protect and fulfil the rights of the child, particularly those living in the communities with the highest vulnerability to climate change, the funds must be made more widely accessible. 
131. Children are calling on the collective actions of States. According to one child consulted for the present general comment, “global warming and other problems cannot be solved unless there is global cooperation.”	Comment by Auteur: Request for clarification whether this paragraph is an ending to the document? It does not fit very well specifically under climate finance, as its very broad.
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