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Guidelines on third-party interventions under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women*
Pursuant to article 7 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Committee shall consider communications received under the present Protocol in the light of all information made available to it by or on behalf of individuals or groups of individuals and by the State Party concerned, provided that this information is transmitted to the parties concerned. 
According to Rule 68 bis, of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Committee, its Working Group on communications or the case Rapporteur may, at any time in the course of the examination of a communication, accept interventions from third parties with regard to the communication. The third-party intervention must be accompanied by written authority from one of the parties to the communication. If a third-party communication is accepted, the Committee shall afford each party an opportunity to comment on the third-party intervention within fixed time limits. 
According to paragraphs 18 and 19 of its Working methods to deal with individual communications under the OP, the Committee’s Working Group on communications will decide whether it accepts information or documentation submitted by third parties. Third party interventions shall not exceed seven thousand (7000) words. If accepted, these submissions shall be forwarded to both parties, which will be offered the possibility of submitting written comments in reply within two months. The Working Group may also decide on its own initiative to request third party interventions. Third parties shall not be considered parties to the communication in question. Third party interventions should not focus on the facts and/or allegations of the case. Interventions challenging the facts and/or allegations presented by the parties or presenting new allegations will not be considered by the Committee. 
The procedure for third party interventions will be the following: 
1. Except for the cases where the Working Group on communications decides on its own initiative to request a third-party intervention, a written request for intervention shall be submitted to the Committee, through the Petitions and Urgent Actions Section, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (ohchr-petitions@un.org). The request should provide a brief introduction of the persons or entities submitting the request, the number(s) of the case(s) concerned, and the object and purpose of the intervention. Such request should be as brief as possible and, in any case, not exceed one (1) page.  
2. If the Working Group on communications, authorizes an intervention, it will invite the third party to submit this intervention within a specific timeframe. The Working Group on communications may also invite the third party to focus on specific issues that it deems relevant. Interventions should not exceed 7000 words. 
3. The Committee shall publish and regularly update a list of pending cases, including a short summary of their subject matter. Third parties shall make use of this information in the preparation of their request for intervention. 
4. Third party interventions shall be submitted in writing in any of the Committee’s working languages. 
5. A third party shall not disclose any information contained in the case file, including its own intervention, while the communication is pending before the Committee.  

6. If a request for anonymity is made by an author and granted by the Committee, a third party who has access to the case file shall not disclose the identity of any author(s) and/or the victim(s) in the communication at any time.   
7. If any of the aforementioned conditions is not complied with, the Committee may decide not to consider the intervention.

8. The Committee shall forward third-party interventions to the parties to the communication, who shall be invited to submit, within two months, their written observations and comments.
9. The third-party interventions, as well as the parties’ comments on such interventions, may be reflected in the Committee’s decisions or Views if the Committee considers it appropriate. However, the Committee will not include interventions that it deems irrelevant for the deliberation of the case, that contain offensive language, or that otherwise do not comply with the conditions established in these Guidelines.
10. The third party may publish its intervention after the decisions or Views have been made public without disclosing the identity of the author(s) and/or victim(s).
__________________________
* 		Adopted by the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women at its eighty-second session (13 June – 1 July 2022).
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