Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee against Torture 
 
Surname and first name:  	HELLER ROUASSANT, Claude 
Place and date of birth:   	Mexico City, Mexico. May 2, 1949  
Working languages:  	 	English, French, Spanish, Portuguese  
 
Current position or function:  
· Independent consultant in International Affairs and Human Rights. 
· Lecturer in Global Affairs and Human Rights. (Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Instituto Matías Romero de Estudios Diplomáticos, American University, El Colegio de México, and Instituto Tecnológico de México). 
· Member and Chairperson of the United Nations Committee against Torture (20212023) and Vice-Chairperson of the Committee (2016-2019). 
· Eminent Ambassador of Mexico since his retirement in 2014. 
 
Main professional activities:  
· International affairs analyst and collaborator at Madison Intelligence Mexico (2016 to date). 
· Associate Researcher to the Chairperson of El Colegio de México (2014-2015). 
· Permanent Representative of Mexico to the United Nations (2007- 2011); to the 
UN Security Council (2009-2010); to the Organization of American States (19982001); to the International Organizations with headquarters in Vienna, Austria (19921995), and to the OECD (2002-2003). 
· Ambassador of Mexico to the Governments of Austria and Slovenia (1992-1995); Switzerland (1989-1991); Cuba (1995-1998); France (2001-2007); and Japan (20112014).   
 
Academic Degrees:  
· Bachelor’s degree in International Relations from the Centre for International Studies of El Colegio de México (1968-1972);  
· Master's degree in History and International Relations from the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva, Switzerland (1972-1974).  
Other main activities in the field of human rights relevant to the mandate of the Committee against Torture:  
Claude Heller headed the Mexican Delegation to numerous organs and international conferences of the UN system, such as the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) the Human Rights Conference in Vienna and the UN Security Council. Member of the Subcommittee for the Protection of Minorities of the IACHR. Chairman of the OAS Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. Chaired various bodies and working groups such as the one that led to the adoption of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. Served as Chair of the first three Conferences of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and as facilitator of the negotiations leading to the adoption of the United Nations Declaration on The Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Chair of the Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict and the Security Council Sanctions Committees on Côte d'Ivoire, Eritrea and Somalia, as well as the 1540 Committee.   
 
Recent publications in this field 
· “The impact of the pandemic in an era of conflict”, in Revista Mexicana de Ciencias Políticas y Sociales de la UNAM, Vol, 66 N0 242, 2021. 
· “Minimal History of Mexico’s Multilateral Relations”, El Colegio de México, 2021, 305 pp. 
· “Lessons learned in the UN Security Council: the role of P5 and E10” in Foreign 
Affairs Latinoamérica, Octubre/Diciembre 2020, Instituto Tecnológico de México (ITAM), 2020. 
· "Mexico and the Inter-American Human Rights System." Jorge Sánchez Cordero (Editor). Centenario de la Constitución de 1917. Reflexiones del Derecho Internacional Público. Instituto de Investigaciones Jurídicas de la UNAM. México, 2017, pp.141-161.  
 
 
