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Mister President, 
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates and 
Representatives of Civil Society,

It is my honour to address you today and present my report to this Council on the human rights situation in the Russian Federation. 

Regrettably, over the past year since my first report to the Council, the situation in the Russian Federation has significantly worsened. My report paints a grim picture of State-driven human rights violations, legalized by new or amended legislation, coupled with politically motivated repression, that has completely shut down independent civic and political arenas in Russia. 

The country is now governed by a State-sponsored system of fear and punishment, including the use of torture, with absolute impunity. 

Mister President, 
Not only are civil and political freedoms further restricted but also the severity of the Government’s human rights violations has escalated and its tools expanded to suppress dissent against its repressive domestic policy and war-driven foreign policy.
Russian citizens are not free to express their views, form associations, assemble peacefully, or participate in public life.  Changes to the laws on so-called "foreign agents" and "undesirable organizations" have enabled the Government to force organizations to shut down and target hundreds of individuals who can no longer do their work or lead normal lives in Russia. 
The so-called "war censorship" legislation has been used to prosecute hundreds of people who dare to speak the truth about what is happening in the war against Ukraine. Penalties include long prison sentences and crippling financial punishment. Anti-war dissent of any kind is criminalized.
Arbitrary arrests and detentions are widespread. Russian authorities have not only intensified their crackdown on traditional sources of opposition, such as independent journalists, human rights defenders, political opposition figures and anti-war activists. But they are also going after poets, playwrights, and other artists, religious figures and Indigenous groups, migrants and people who have fled abroad, with harsh censorship, intimidation and prosecution for any perceived transgression.  Russians are getting shockingly long prison sentences on absurd grounds: seven years for reading a poem, saying a prayer or producing a play perceived to be anti-war.  Seven years for posting on social media a United Nations report about the Ukraine war.

Mister President,

Of particular concern is the evidence of State-condoned violence and torture against civilians arrested for peacefully exercising their human rights. Brutal assaults of detainees by law enforcement officials go unpunished; there is increased use of solitary confinement in prisons and other deliberate ill-treatment amounting to torture. The use of torture during counter-terrorism operations has been well documented. The suspects accused of the March terrorist attack in Moscow were shown on State TV with visible evidence of having been tortured while in custody, illustrating State endorsement and normalization of torture.  

Another concerning trend is the increased use of punitive psychiatry against those who peacefully exercise their human rights. This practise is alarmingly reminiscent of Soviet times when forced psychiatric treatment was also used to silence dissidents and government critics.
 
Distinguished Delegates,

Foreign nationals and those with dual citizenship are being arbitrarily detained on fabricated charges and used as leverage in negotiations for prisoner swaps.

While we celebrate the recent release of some political prisoners held in the Russian Federation, we must not forget that over thirteen hundred others are currently detained on politically motivated charges, including at least 30 journalists. I urgently call for the immediate and unconditional release of all these political prisoners. This appeal is especially critical for those whose health and lives are at risk because of their ill-treatment in detention. We must ensure that the world does not forget those still suffering behind bars for standing up for their human rights. 

Excellencies,

The Russian Presidential election held in March this year, was severely compromised by the curtailment of civil and political rights. The only two candidates campaigning on anti-war platforms were barred from being on the ballot, making this an election with no choice.

A month before this election, the prominent opposition figure, Alexei Navalny, died while imprisoned in the Arctic. The Russian authorities have failed to acknowledge responsibility for Navalny’s arbitrary deprivation of life, further reinforcing the perception of impunity and state-sanctioned violence. His death spurred numerous peaceful gatherings across Russia. But instead of respecting the right to mourn, the authorities responded with brutal repression.
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Mister President, Distinguished delegates,

The risk of severe punishment for any perceived unlawful act in Russia remains alarmingly high, particularly for individuals and groups already vulnerable to discrimination based on gender, sexual orientation, political opinion, religion, Indigenous status, or minority background.

The situation has dramatically worsened for LGBT persons, who have long faced systemic discrimination in Russia. Now they also face criminal prosecution as members of a so-called “extremist” organization. This is the result of last year’s  Supreme Court decision that the “international LGBT social movement” is “extremist” and that outlawed the rainbow flag as an “extremist” symbol. One of the senseless results of this was the arrest of a young woman wearing frog-shaped earrings of a rainbow. She was accused of promoting an “extremist” symbol. 

State-led human rights abuses against Indigenous Peoples and other minorities have intensified, driven by a new insistence on national unity and patriotism that is part of the war effort against Ukraine. These groups, already vulnerable and victimized, are bearing the brunt of Russia’s aggressive war recruitment tactics, often mobilized by force to fight against Ukraine. 

At least one hundred and seventy thousand criminals have been sent to fight against Ukraine in exchange for pardons or reduced sentences. This practice has contributed to a rise in violence against women and girls.

Convicts returning from the war have committed new violent crimes against women, including killings and sexual violence. There is no legislative protection against domestic and gender-based violence, which has resulted in the death of thousands of women and girls. Those offenders who do get prosecuted receive lenient penalties, and participation in the war is used by the courts as a mitigating factor. 

In the North Caucasus, girls and women continue to be subjected to forced marriage, female genital mutilation and so-called “honour killings”. There is pervasive impunity and often acquiescence and complicity by government authorities.


Excellencies,

It is impossible to fully understand the scale and implications of domestic repression in Russia without recognizing its stark link to the policy of foreign aggression, as manifest by the grinding war, now in its third year, that Russian authorities have been waging against Ukraine. 

The report documents the plight of captured military and civilian Ukrainians, including children, who have been forcibly transferred or deported to the Russian Federation. 

Ukrainian soldiers are not accorded Prisoner of War status by the Russian authorities and therefore are not protected under the Geneva Convention. As a result, hundreds are being prosecuted as civilians on criminal charges in Russian military courts and face 20 years’ to life imprisonment.

There is widespread and systematic use of torture and ill-treatment, including rape and sexual violence, and other grave human rights violations committed against Ukrainians while in Russian prisons. 

The Russian authorities must bring to justice all those responsible for this torture and ill-treatment and immediately and unconditionally release all Ukrainian detainees, ensuring their safe return, especially of children. 

As Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in the Russian Federation, I will continue to call for accountability for these crimes. We cannot forget the scarring legacy still faced today in Chechnya, of the near-total impunity for grave human rights violations and war crimes committed by Russian authorities during the ten years of armed conflict in Chechnya from 1999 to 2009. We must not allow history to repeat itself in Ukraine.

Mister President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The escalating intimidation and persecution by Russian authorities has driven many independent voices into exile. In response, several governments have made commendable efforts to provide refuge, allowing these individuals to continue their crucial work in safety. However, their ability to advocate for human rights and democracy in Russia remains fragile, and they increasingly rely on the international community for support and protection. 

Our continued solidarity is essential to ensure that these brave voices are not silenced and that the struggle for justice, accountability and human rights in the Russian Federation can persist beyond its borders.

Thank you.
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