[image: ]


Permanent Mission of the Independent State of Samoa 
to the United Nations and other international organisations in Geneva                                                             
 									
Rue du Pre-de-la Bichette 1 						Tel. No: (+41) 22 730 17 13
1202 Geneva								Fax No: (+41) 22 730 17 14 
Switzerland  								Email: samoageneva@mfat.gov.ws 		
								 
 

HRC 57: Enhanced Interactive Dialogue on Nuclear Legacy in the Marshall Islands
Friday 4th October 2024, 11 am  [1.5 minutes]

Samoa conveys our appreciation to the panellists, for sharing the experience, and trials and tribulations stemming from the nuclear legacy of the Marshall Islands. We commend the Government and its people, for continuing to raise awareness and enrich the discussions on the humanitarian impacts of nuclear weapons, and now the human rights implications of nuclear testing. Nuclear weapons are an existential threat, and only when we can ultimately eliminate them and its use, could we guarantee a safer, and better future. 

It is regrettable, that those who were present during the sixty-seven nuclear tests in the Marshall Islands have since perished because of the fallout, and radiation effects. We must acknowledge the advocacy, and testaments of their descendants who have become the voice for those who have passed, and for future generations. We must also recognise the generational impacts of nuclear weapons, in that descendants  continue to bear the hardships that their elders endured. 

As documented in the High Commissioner’s report, the Marshallese have been burdened with the loss of life, health, environment, food, and home, long since the last nuclear test occurred. A just resolution built on truth, justice, reparation, and guarantees of non-recurrence, is critical for the future of the Marshall Islands. We listened last Friday, to President Hilda Heine and the Marshallese calls for meaningful reconciliation, which echoes a Samoan proverb, E pala ma’a, ae le pala upu, rocks and boulders will crumble but words and promises last forever.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth shall set you free. I thank you 
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