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57th Regular Session of the Human Rights Council
9 September – 11 October 2024

Agenda Item 10: Enhanced interactive dialogue on the nuclear legacy in the Marshall Islands 
Thank you Mr President, 
The World Council of Churches visited the Marshall Islands in November 2023. We had the honour to meet with survivors of nuclear testing and their descendants. It is clear that everyone in the country has been affected by both the physical impacts on their lands and their health, as well as inter-generational trauma, which continues to evolve. 
Survivors recounted memories of the noise of the explosions and the fear everyone felt. They remember the test fallout emerging from the sky, and how it looked like snowflakes which left burns on their skin and caused their hair to fall out. Survivors recount being treated “like animals” when they were told to strip naked in front of family members, and sprayed with water for decontamination purposes. Testing for radiation began during this time but many people were still unaware that this was what was happening.
Many survivors have vivid memories of their grandparents and parents dying of cancer. The tests erased a generation of people who were beloved in their communities and were key knowledge holders and elders. Cancer and other illnesses which were largely unknown in the country before the testing, continue to claim many lives to this day. 
We call upon the HRC to implement the recommendations of the OHCHR report, and call upon the international community to fully support the RMI nuclear justice strategy with the needed resources. We call upon the US to pay all awarded compensation claims, and we call upon the Governments of the US, of RMI and all UN member states to sign and ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and engage particularly with its victim assistance and environmental remediation provisions. 
Thank you Mr President 
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