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The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the United Nations Office in Geneva
presents its compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR), and with reference to the latter's note dated 3/5/202021, regarding the
questionnaire of the Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable
international order.

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar is pleased to attach herewith two
replies received from the competent authorities in the State of Qatar.

The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the assurances
of its highest considerations.

Geneva, 28" June 2021

OHCHR
CH- 1211 Geneva 10
Fax: 022 917 9006

Email: ie-internationalorder@ohchr.org/ gpfeiffle@ohchr.org /registry@ohchr.org

E.E 140890

27 - 29, avenue du Bouchet - 1209 Geneve
Tél. 022798 8500 - Fax: 022791 04 85 - E-mail: geneva@mota.gov.qa
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Mandate of the Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international
order

3 May 2021
Excellency,

1 have the honour to address you in my capacity as Independent Expert on the
promotion of a democratic and equitable international order, pursuant to Human Rights
Council resolution 45/4.

For the purpose of developing my 2021 reports to the Human Rights Council and
the General Assembly, I will be examining to what extent the COVID-19 pandemic
constitutes a serious test to multilateralism. laying bare its weaknesses. and how it could
be the opportunity, as advocated in different fora, for a strengthened, more effective and
inclusive multilateralism, with a view to addressing the ongoing pandemic as well as other
global challenges, and, in general. securing a safe and sustainable future.

In this context. the General Assembly “reaffirm[ed] its commitment to
international cooperation and multilateralism and not[ed] the fundamental role of the
United Nations system in the comprehensive global response to the COVID-19 pandemic,
including the crucial role played by the World Health Organization, and the crucial efforts
of Member States therein” (resolution A'RES/75/4). It also “stressed that the
responsibility for managing worldwide economic and social issues, including pandemics
and other health-related global challenges, as well as threats to international peace and
security, must be shared among the nations of the world and should be exercised
multilaterally”. In addition, it “recognized that a democratic and equitable international
order enhances the capacities of all countries to respond to and recover from the pandemic
and other global challenges™ (resolution A’/RES/75/178).

To inform my reporting on this issue, I would like to seek the views from Member
States on the following three questions:

1. What are the key obstacles to a more effective. inclusive and networked
multilateralism to handle the COVID-19 pandemic, in terms of both health
response and economic recovery?

2. What are the solutions to overcome such obstacles in a fair and sustainable
manner (including targeted reforms)?

3. What are your views on a new international treaty for pandemic preparedness
and response?

I welcome responses to the above questions in English, French or Spanish by
18 June 2021 at the following email address: ic-internationalorderizohehr.org.

All Permanent Missions to the United Nations Office and other international
organizations in Geneva
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OBEVSUBIECT. - Questionnaire from the Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and
equitable international order

Please find attached a questionnaire from the Independent Expert on the
promotion of a democratic and equitable international order in preparation of his
2021 reports to the Human Rights Council and General Assembly.
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Unless otherwise requested, all contributions recerved will be upHaded on my
website:

AN WW N/ Iss ) : natio derlnde aspx
l

I remain at your disposal for any queries through Mr. Guillaume Pfeifflé

(gpleiflle@ohehrorg: +41 22 917 93 84) from the Office of the UN High clammmm
for Human Rights.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest eomideratinéa.

u.'jiﬁr: ) }
M ——— ol

Livingstone Sewanyana
Independent Expert on the promotion of a democratic and equitable
International order 1




Mandate of the Independent Expert on the Promotion of a
Democratic and Equitable International Order

COVID-19 Pandemic and Multilateralism



Introduction:

Global challenges, such as COVID-19 pandemic, revealed the weakness of the current
multilateral system. Although, such challenges can be effectively addressed through
multilateral agreements; however, the system needs to be reformed to a more flexible
approach to promote social and economic prosperity for all nations. This paper highlights
some of the obstacles that hindered effective multilateralism during the pandemic and
proposed solutions.

What are the key obstacles to a more effective, inclusive, and networked multilateralism
to handle the COVID-19 pandemic, in terms of both health response and economic
recovery?

The COVID-19 pandemic has aggravated vulnerabilities and inequalities in both developing
and developed countries, leading to deepening the gap and pushing the most vulnerable
further behind.

International organizations with the mandate to play leading roles in dealing with global
challenges didn't respond effectively to the pandemic. While there have been activities behind
the scenes, the United Nations was silent and didn't play a leadership role during the
pandemic. The World Health Organization (WHO) was slow in providing early warning to the
international community and allowed political consideration to interfere with its responsibility.
This led to unilateral actions and hindered the organization's collaborative actions that were
announced later. In addition, international financial institutions could not provide adequate
support to their member states. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) could not activate its
reserve currency to inject liquidity into the global economy leading national central banks to
do that, which resulted in liquidity being injected in those states that the banks decide to
support.

What are the solutions to overcome such obstacles in a fair and sustainable manner
(including targeted reform)?

For decades, the multilateral system showed political rigidity that affected its response to
global challenges, such as climate change and now COVID-19 pandemic. multilateralism
should be considered as an instrument for achieving a common goal, which is the social and
economic prosperity of all nations. It should put the humankind's needs at the center of its
actions. The system should be resilient and respect the diversity of cultures. It shouldn’t be one
fits all; however, the global rules should be regulated towards social and economic stability,
shared prosperity and environmental sustainability.

What are your views on a new international treaty for pandemic preparedness and
response?

The treaty should set the governing rules that ensure the achievement of the overarching goals
and consider the difference in implementation approach and culture diversity.
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