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Assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights

Commission on Human Rights resolution 1993/86


The Commission on Human Rights,


Guided by principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations, the International Bill of Human Rights and other applicable human rights 

instruments,


Aware of the prevailing tragic circumstances in Somalia, particularly the lack of governmental authority and the resulting need for special measures to assure protection of human rights,


Commending the ongoing efforts in Somalia of the United Nations, its specialized agencies, humanitarian organizations and non-governmental organizations, as well as those of Governments,


Expressing its grave concern at attacks against the personnel of relief and other humanitarian organizations in Somalia, sometimes resulting in serious injuries or deaths,


Recalling Security Council resolutions 733 (1992) of 21 January 1992, 746 (1992) of 17 March 1992, 751 (1992) of 24 April 1992, 767 (1992) of 27 July 1992, 775 (1992) of 28 August 1992 and 794 (1992) of 3 December 1992, as well as related Security Council actions, General Assembly resolution 47/167 of 18 December 1992 and Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities resolution 1992/11 of 26 August 1992,


Recognizing the right of the Somali people to take part in the governance of their country directly or through freely chosen representatives, including the right of equal access to public service,


Mindful that United Nations peace-keeping, peace-making and peace-building activities in some countries have benefited from human rights units that could be established within similar United Nations activities elsewhere,


Recognizing the constraints on the financial resources of the Centre for Human Rights,


1.
Requests the Secretary-General to appoint for a period of one year a person having wide experience in the field of human rights as an independent expert, in his or her individual capacity, to assist the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia through development of a long-term programme of advisory services for re-establishing human rights and the rule of law, including a democratic constitution, as well as the eventual holding of periodic and genuine elections by universal suffrage and secret ballot;


2.
Also requests the Secretary-General to give priority to implementing the programme recommended by the independent expert, as conditions in Somalia permit, including through the programme of advisory services of the Centre for Human Rights, in close cooperation with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia, the United Nations peace-keeping operation in Somalia and other United Nations entities, such as the Electoral Assistance Unit, as well as humanitarian and non-governmental organizations;


3.
Urges the Secretary-General to consider recommending the establishment of a unit within the United Nations operation in Somalia to assist in the promotion and protection of human rights and in encouraging respect for humanitarian law, as well as in the implementation of the recommendations of the independent expert;


4.
Requests the Secretary-General to provide appropriate additional resources, within existing overall United Nations resources, to fund the activities of the independent expert and the Centre for Human Rights in implementing the present resolution;


5.
Invites Governments and organizations in a position to do so to respond positively to requests for assistance by the Secretary-General under the present resolution;


6.
Requests the independent expert to submit for consideration to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth session, to the Commission on Human Rights at its fiftieth session and, if needed, to the Economic and Social Council at its substantive session of 1994 a report on the conditions in Somalia and the implementation of the present resolution;


7.
Decides to consider the question at its fiftieth session under the agenda item "Advisory services in the field of human rights".

67th meeting

10 March 1993

[Adopted without a vote.]
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