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Human Rights Education in the Primary and Secondary School Systems 
1st Phase (2005-2007) of the World Programme for Human Rights Education 
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TTHHEE  UUNNIITTEEDD  NNAATTIIOONNSS  IINNTTEERR--AAGGEENNCCYY  CCOOOORRDDIINNAATTIINNGG  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE    
OONN  HHUUMMAANN  RRIIGGHHTTSS  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  IINN  TTHHEE  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSYYSSTTEEMM    

  
SSUUMMMMAARRYY  RREEPPOORRTT  

 
Palais des Nations,Geneva 

20-21 February 2007 
 
 
On 20-21 February 2007, the United Nations Inter-Agency Coordinating Committee on Human 
Rights Education in the School System (UNIACC) held its second meeting in the Palais des 
Nations, Geneva. The Committee was established in September 2006, in the framework of the 
World Programme for Human Rights Education, in order to facilitate coordination of 
international activities supporting the integration of human rights education in the national school 
systems.  
 
The Committee Members who attended the second meeting were representatives from ILO, 
OHCHR, UNAIDS, UNDP, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNRWA, as well as the 
World Bank. The meeting also benefited from the participation of representatives from the 
Council of Europe and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe as observers. 
 
The second meeting was mainly intended to: (a) analyze opportunities and challenges to further 
involve UN agencies at country level in assisting the implementation of the Plan of Action of the 
first phase of the World Programme for Human Rights Education (WPHRE); (b) explore 
approaches/initiatives to further engage Member States in implementing the World Programme's 
Plan of Action; (c) review methods to monitor national progress, based on existing UN 
mechanisms; (d) examine possible cooperation with other inter-agencies initiatives related to 
human rights/education. 
 
The above mentioned four themes were discussed and related recommendations included:  

• building on existing human rights education initiatives carried out at the country level in 
order to avoid duplications;  

• disseminating existing UNCTs’ good practices on human rights education in order to 
support UNCTs’ efforts and their potentially catalytic role in assisting the development of 
national implementation strategies for human rights education in the school system; 

• further raising awareness on human rights education in the school system by integrating 
presentation on the Plan of Action in the agendas of regional workshops on human 
rights/education;  

• further mobilizing Member States’ commitments by disseminating good practices 
collected from regional meetings.  

It was also recommended to explore opportunities provided by the forthcoming UNESCO’s 
General Conference (16 October-3 November 2007).  
 
Committee Members discussed various draft working documents and correspondence circulated 
by the UNIACC Secretariat and the elaboration of a questionnaire combining the Reporting 
System for the UNESCO’s 1974 Recommendation concerning Education for International 
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Understanding, Co-operation and Peace and Education relating to Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedom with the need to monitor progress on the implementation of the Plan of 
Action. Committee Members would also engage in a stock-taking exercise to obtain a 
comprehensive picture of the different existing UN mechanisms which deal with human rights 
education-related issues.  
 
In order to give visibility to human rights education in the school system, Committee Members 
decided to set up a stand at the fourth session (12-30 march 2007) of the Human Rights Council 
to distribute human rights education materials and disseminate information on the World 
Programme, including a new related leaflet. It was decided to further explore possibilities to 
elaborate a logo for the WPHRE in particular within UNICEF internal networks. 
 
Efforts will be made to promote the Plan of Action in relevant inter-agency initiatives in which 
Committee Members participate. In this connection, UNESCO, UNHCR and UNICEF will 
explore areas of potential cooperation respectively with the UN Inter-Agency Committee on the 
Decade of Education for Sustainable Development, the Inter-Agency Network for Education in 
Emergencies Steering Group and the United Nations Girls Education Initiative. 
 
The UNIACC third meeting will be held in May-June 2007, at a date to be further determined. 
 
 

*************************************************** 
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Annex 1 
 

UUNNIITTEEDD  NNAATTIIOONNSS  IINNTTEERR--AAGGEENNCCYY  CCOOOORRDDIINNAATTIINNGG  
CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  

OONN  HHUUMMAANN  RRIIGGHHTTSS  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  IINN  TTHHEE  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSYYSSTTEEMM  
 

Second meeting, 20-21 February 2007 
 

Palais des Nations, third floor, Conference Room VIII 
 

Geneva 
 

Agenda 
 
Tuesday 20 February 2007 
 
9:15 - 10:30 Introduction and review of activities carried out for supporting 

implementation of the Plan of Action of the first phase (2005-2007) of the 
World Programme for Human Rights education 

 
10:30 - 11:30  Encouraging and advocating implementation of the Plan of Action: role of 

UN agencies at country level 
 
11:30 - 11:45 Coffee break 

  

11:45 - 12:45 Encouraging and advocating implementation of the Plan of Action: role of 
UN agencies at country level (continued) 

 
12:45 - 14:15 Lunch  

 

14:15 - 15:45 Encouraging and advocating implementation of the Plan of Action: advocacy 
with Member States 

 

15:45 - 16:00 Coffee break 

 

16:00 - 17:30  Organization of a side-event at next Human Rights Council session (12 
March-6 April 2007) 
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Wednesday 21 February 2007 
 
9:15 - 10:15 Monitoring implementation of the Plan of Action 
 
10:15 - 10:30 Coffee break 
   
10:30 - 12:00 Advocacy and communication strategy 
 
12:00 - 12:30 Strengthening UNIACC working methods and linkages with other inter-

agency initiatives  
 
12:30 - 13:00 Other issues for discussion  
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Annex 2 
 

UUNNIITTEEDD  NNAATTIIOONNSS  IINNTTEERR--AAGGEENNCCYY  CCOOOORRDDIINNAATTIINNGG  
CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  

OONN  HHUUMMAANN  RRIIGGHHTTSS  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  IINN  TTHHEE  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSYYSSTTEEMM  
 

Second meeting, 20-21 February 2007 
 

Palais des Nations, third floor, Conference Room VIII 
 

Geneva 
 

List of participants 
 

UN SYSTEM and other International Organizations 
 
International Labour Organization (ILO) 
 
Mr. Steven Oates 
Office of the Executive Director 
Standards & Rights Sector 
4, route des Morillons  
CH- 1211 Geneva 22  
Switzerland 
Tel: (+41) 22 7997170 
Email:oates@ilo.org 
 
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 
 
Mr. Jason Sigurdson 
Programme Officer 
20, avenue Appia 
CH-1211 Geneva 27 
Switzerland  
Tel: (+41) 22 7911355 
E-mail: sigurdsonj@unaids.org 
 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
 
Mr. Andres Guerrero 
Programme Officer 
Geneva Regional Office 
Palais des Nations 
1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
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Tel : (+41) 22 9095773  
E-mail: aguerrero@unicef.org   
 
Ms. Laura Lopez-Bech 
Assistant 
Geneva Regional Office 
Palais des Nations 
1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
Tel: (+41) 22 9095633 
E-mail:llopez@unicef.org 
 
Ms. Frederike Seidel 
Programme Officer, Child Rights Education  
Geneva Regional Office 
Palais des Nations 
1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
Tel: (+41) 22 9095727 
E-mail:fseidel@unicef.org 
 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
 
Mr. Zanofer Ismalebbe 
Programme Officer 
11-13, Chemin des Anémones 
Châtelaine 
CH-1219 Geneva 
Switzerland 
Tel: (+41) 22 9178543 
E-mail: zanofer.ismalebbe@undp.org 
 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
 
Ms. Eva Ahlen 
Senior Education Officer 
94, rue de Montbrillant 
1202 Geneva 
Switzerland 
Tel: (+41) 22 7398448 
E-mail: ahlen@unhcr.org 
 
Ms. Marion Fresia 
Associate Education Officer 
94, rue de Montbrillant 
1202 Geneva 
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Switzerland 
Tel: (+41) 22 7398285 
E-mail: fresia@unhcr.org 
 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 
 
Ms. Riet Groenen 
Adviser on Gender and Human Rights 
11-13, Chemin des Anémones  
1219 Chatelaine 
Geneva 
Switzerland 
Tel: (+41) 22 9178570 
E-mail: riet.groenen@undp.org 
 
Ms. Paola Maresca 
Assistant 
11-13, Chemin des Anémones  
1219 Châtelaine 
Geneva 
Switzerland 
Tel: (+41) 22 9178566 
E-mail: paola.maresca@undp.org 
 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)  
 
Mr. Kabir Shaikh 
Director of Education   
PO Box 140157  
Amman 11814  
Jordan  
Tel: (+962) 6 5808200 
E-mail: k.shaikh@unrwa.org 
 
World Bank 
 
Patrick Reichenmiller 
Policy Adviser 
3, chemin Louis-Dunant 
Post Office Box 66 
1211 Geneva 20 
Switzerland 
Tel: (+41) 22 7481017 
E-mail: preichenmiller@worldbank.org 
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Observers 
 
Council of Europe 
 
Ms. Yulia Pererva 
Administrator 
Division on citizenship and human rights education 
Directorate General IV - Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport 
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex 
France 
Tel: (+ 33) 3 88413948 
E-mail: yulia.pererva@coe.int  
 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
 
Mr. Pavel Chacuk 
Human Rights Adviser 
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
Aleje Ujazdowskie 19 
00-557 Warsaw 
Poland 
Tel: (+48) 22 5200600 
E-mail: Pavel.Chacuk@odihr.pl  

ORGANIZERS 
 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
 
Ms. Ingeborg Breines 
Director 
UNESCO Liaison Office 
Representative to the United Nations Organization in Geneva and the Specialized 
Agencies 
Villa "Les Feuillantines" 
Palais des Nations 
CH 1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
Tel: (+41) 22 9173286 
E-mail: i.breines@unesco.org 
 
Ms. Jessica Drohan 
Section for Rights and Citizenship Education 
Education Sector  
UNESCO  
7, place de Fontenoy  
75352 Paris 07  
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France  
Tel: (+33)1 45681959 
E-mail: j.drohan@unesco.org  
 
Ms. Linda Tinio 
Focal point for WPHRE 
Education Sector 
UNESCO 
7, place de Fontenoy 
75352 Paris 07 
France 
Tel: (+33)1 45681761 
E-mail: l.tinio@unesco.org  
 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
 
Ms. Thérèse Björk 
Associate Human Rights Officer 
Methodology, Education and Training Unit/RRDB 
OHCHR Headquarters 
1211 Geneva 
Switzerland  
Tel: (+41) 22 9179304 
E-mail: tbjork@ohchr.org 
 
Mr. Rio Hada 
Human Rights Officer 
MDGs and Right to Development Unit/RRDB 
OHCHR Headquarters 
1211 Geneva 
Switzerland  
Tel: (+ 41) 22 9179408 
E-mail: rhada@ohchr.org 
 
Ms. Elena Ippoliti 
Human Rights Officer 
Methodology, Education and Training Unit/RRDB 
OHCHR Headquarters 
1211 Geneva 
Switzerland  
Tel: (+41) 22 9179163 
E-mail: eippoliti@ohchr.org 
Ms. Souha Yazigi 
Consultant 
Methodology, Education and Training Unit/RRDB 
OHCHR Headquarters 
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1211 Geneva 
Switzerland  
Tel: (+41) 22 9179735 
E-mail: syazigi@ohchr.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


