MINISTRY OF LABOR AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS:
In response to the above, we inform you that our responsibility relates to the practice of underage marriage in the Roma Community for two reasons: 
A. Child marriage
 (early and / or forced) constitutes a practice within the cultural context of the Roma community
 and is linked to a specific system of values ​​within the community.
Β.  With regard to the issues of Roma in our country, after the abolition of the Special Secretariat for Social Inclusion of Roma, the relevant responsibilities were delegated to the General Secretariat for Social Solidarity and Against Poverty (PD 84/2019).
         There is no administrative  evidence of such marriages, as they are not registered in any way unless a religious or political marriage or cohabitation agreement is provided, subject to Article 1350 of the Civil Code:
“The conclusion of the marriage requires agreement/consent of the newlyweds to be.  The relevant statements are made in person and without a heresy or deadline. The newlyweds must have attained the eighteenth year of age. The court may, after hearing the spouses and the persons exercising custody of the minor, permit the marriage even before the attainment of that age, if it is imposed by an important reason. 
As regards the conclusion of sexual relations with a minor, the provisions of article 339 of the Penal Code
 concerning the seduction of minors apply.
Underage marriages are therefore not allowed in our country, except in the rare case where they are allowed by  court order for serious reasons. The institutional framework is therefore  itself  a deterrent to the conclusion of children, early and forced marriages.
The protection of childhood (and of course maternity) is furthermore guaranteed by the article 21, para 1. of the Greek Constitution:
(Protection of family, marriage, maternity and childhood, rights of persons with disabilities)
1. The family, as the foundation of the preservation and promotion of the nation, as well as marriage, motherhood and childhood are under the protection of the State.  (As revised by the resolution of 27 May 2008).
Also, with the ratification by our country (with Law 1426/1984 OG Α' 32), of the European Social Charter, a number of social rights have been enshrined which concern directly or indirectly the protection of family, children and youth, such as:
Article 7 The right of children and young people to protect
Article 11 the right to health protection
 
Article 13 the right to social and medical services
Article 14 the right to enjoyment of social welfare services
Article 16 The right of the family to social, legal and economic protection
Article 17 The right of children and young to social, legal and economic protection.
Moreover, in 1992 (with the Law 2101/1992, OG A ' 192) the International Convention on the Rights of the Child was incorporated into national law. It constitutes one of the most comprehensive international legal texts on the rights of children or minors as defined in article 1:  
“For the purposes of the present Convention, a child means every human being below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier.”
Therefore, in accordance with the above, both the underage mother and his/her children have the right to protection, health protection, social and medical welfare, social welfare, social, legal and economic protection.
The marriage of minors has been recognised as to detrimental act to the Rights of the Child
 (UNHCR-1979, UNICEF-2005, WHO-2010, UNIFEM-2011, CRC-2004), while various international texts have linked it to the circumvention of a series of rights such as, the right to health (mental, psychological and physical), the right to education, human dignity, as well as to domestic violence and other forms of human rights violations, of the child, especially women/girls (sexual abuse, prostitution, snatching and trafficking).  Child protection is therefore further specialised in legislation related to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child concerning the trafficking of children, child prostitution and child pornography (Law 3625/2007), the Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of children against sexual Exploitation and Abuse Law 3727/2008), etc.
In addition, the choice/imposition of a spouse by the parents constitutes a violation of the right of young Roma girls
 to freely choose spouse and to marry only with their full and free consent, which has been enshrined in the United Nations Convention (1982) on The Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, which was ratified by our country with Law 1342/1983 (OG A/39/1983)
.   

As regards domestic violence, this is dealt with by the provisions of law 3500/24.10.2006, (OG A ́/ 232/2006).
The issue of Education
Child/adolescent marriages within the Roma community constitute one of the main reasons for  school drop-outs  (early abandonment of the educational process – non-completion of compulsory education) which have serious implications for their personal development, as well as for acquiring  skills, employability, etc.
In our country, the right to education is implemented through the provision of free compulsory 9-year education  under the protection of the State:
Article 16 …. (2). Education constitutes a basic mission for the State and…... (3). The number of years of compulsory education shall be no less than nine.  (4). All Greeks are entitled to free education on all levels at State educational institutions. The State shall provide financial assistance to those who distinguish themselves, as well as to students in need of assistance or special protection, in accordance with their abilities. (Constitution of the Hellenic Republic)   and article 17 (Law 1426/1984). In addition, the right to professional orientation and vocational training is protected (articles 9 and 10 of law 1426/1984).
According to the Basic Law 1566/1985, regarding the "structure and function of primary and secondary education", the main purpose of primary and secondary education is to contribute to the integrated, harmonious and balanced development of the cognitive, psychological and physical strength of students, so that, regardless of gender and ancestry, they evolve into integrated personalities and live harmoniously.

With Law 3518/06 (article 73), the compulsory early childhood education was established for children from the age of five (5) years. Therefore  kindergarten constitutes a part of  the primary education.
Law 1566/85 (art. 2 par. 3) provides that attendance is obligatory in elementary school and high school, if the student has not exceeded the age of 16 years. Anyone who has custody of a minor person and fails to register or supervise his attendance is punishable under the Penal Code.
Moreover, Law 3879/2010, (OG. 163/21.09.2010), art. 26, para. 1a and 1b, introduces the institution of educational priority zones
. According to this law «... The aim of the EPZ is the equal integration of all pupils in the educational system through the operation of supportive actions to improve learning performance, especially the function of reception classes».
Τhis measure aims at reducing early school drop-out by pupils from vulnerable social groups and pupils with cultural and religious peculiarities, as well as at the improvement of learning outcomes, mainly in literacy, numeracy and complementary subjects, so that they may be able to cope with their curriculum and remain in the education system completing their studies.

Furthermore, the project "Inclusion and Education of the Roma Children”
 is implemented by the Centre for Intercultural Education (KEDA) of the Department of Pedagogy of the Philosophy Faculty of National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA) in partnership with the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTH) and the University of Thessaly. 
https://www.keda.uoa.gr/roma/index.php/program/97-egkprog
THE SECOND CHANCE SCHOOLS
The second chance schools, which were institutionalized in Greece with law 2525/97, are a European programme to combat social exclusion.
Given the cultural specificity and socio-economic conditions, the Roma are considered a vulnerable group of the population (article 1 para. 4, Law 4019/2011 OG 216 A ́), for which a national strategy has been developed for the purpose of social inclusion (2011-2020), which is articulated around four axes: housing (securing the housing), education (tackling the school drop out with particular reference to Roma girls, etc.), employment and health/social care.
In this context, the Community Centres/Roma Branches (L.  4368 OG 21 A ́/21.02.2016, MJD Δ23/ECO.14435/1135/29.03.2016, OG 854 B'/30.03.2016), offer through an individualized approach:

A. Reception-information-support for citizens :
Information and/or referral of citizens to welfare and social inclusion programmes implemented at local, regional or national level such as social solidarity income, the Fund for European aid to the needy, social structures and services such as home assistance, etc.
B. Cooperation with services and structures:
 
Cooperation and referral of requests to other structures and services provided in the geographical boundaries of the "Community Centre" area of operation, e.g. social shelters for homeless, battered women's homes and victims of trafficking and trafficking People, social institutes, mental health structures, nurseries and kindergartens, programmes for Roma, etc.
Cooperation and referral of requests: a) to employment services (e.g. OAED) for the inclusion of beneficiaries in training programmes, employment activities, training seminars as well as in jobs B) to bodies responsible for the implementation Programmes of the General Secretariat for lifelong learning and new generation etc.
C. Provision of services aimed at improving the standard of living and ensuring 
the social integration of the beneficiaries :  

Depending on the specific needs of the local population, the community centres  provide services aimed at improving the standard of living and ensuring the social integration of the beneficiaries. Some such services include:
-Provision of counselling support for integration into the labour market, career guidance services, etc. 
-Counselling and psychosocial support to children, adults and families
-Development of actions of creative employment and learning support for preschool and school age children, in synergy with relevant  training program (educational activities, learning support, meals, support School environment etc.)
-Programs to assist in creating opportunities for young people, e.g. career guidance for adolescents, skills improvement, cultural activities, youth participation and support programmes, in collaboration with the child's advocate and Other services and structures.
-Organization of events with educational, communicational and social content, such as the organization of educational seminars of preventive medicine and healthy living conditions of  networking  events with local community bodies (schools, cultural associations, Professional bodies etc) for joint initiatives of actions for local development, combating the school leakage, etc.
-Mixed actions for socialization and social inclusion, especially (but not exclusively) for students with Disabilities, children with learning difficulties, Roma and beneficiaries of international protection 
-Provision of informative assistance on matters of a legal nature in relation to the possibilities provided, instruments, procedures, etc. 
-Collection and distribution of basic goods
In addition to the existing institutional framework, which was mentioned indicatively above, and the institution of the Roma community/annexes, there are other, indirect or direct, supportive structures. Indicatively:
-The Child Health Institute
, 
-The child protection institution "Mother"
 
-The Family Support Center of the Holy Archbishopric of Athens (KESO)

-The Ombudsman and the Children's Rights
 cycle (assistant advocate), the KETHI
, etc. as well as NGOS, etc. which offer counseling and support services such as the ARK OF THE WORLD
.

In addition, in particular for Roma women, the JUSTROM2
 programme operated in cities such as Athens, Thessaloniki and Xanthi with a high concentration of Roma populations with a view to awareness them on issues of discrimination, rights and access to justice.
Also, the national helpline 1056
 is operated by "The Smile of the child" and is available to every child and adult to provide support in matters that concern them. Line 1056 plays a key role in tackling violence against children (physical, sexual and psychological abuse, neglect, Bullying, trafficking). It is staffed exclusively by specialized social workers and psychologists and available nationwide, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Calls to line 1056 are free of charge from a landline and mobile phone, calling from a pay phone does not require a phone card, while calling from prepaid phones does not require any available credits.
 
A national helpline for women, also functions (15900)
.
It is  a service of national scope, which enables women victims of violence or third parties to communicate directly with a body dealing with gender violence. It  is staffed by psychologists and sociologists who provide immediate assistance in emergency and emergency incidents on a 24-hour basis, 365 days a year. At the same time there is the possibility of electronic communication of women through e-mail address: sos15900@isotita.gr.
Conclusions:

In our country, the institutional framework is a deterrent for early, forced marriages, as children and youth are protected. In the same direction there is an institutionalised framework for the protection of women from gender violence . Their equal access to all spheres of social life is ensured, while motherhood is protected. Besides the institutionalized protection of children and women, there are structures that provide support for children and women, who are in need of protection. Given the deterrent context, customary marriages of minors are concluded outside the institutions (customary) and therefore there are no recorded data. The General Secretariat for Social Solidarity and the Fight Against Poverty plans to set up working groups from including  both members of the Roma community and experts, which will, among other things, be consulted on issues relating to the empowerment of Roma women, school dropout, customary marriages of minors. The Working Group will be aimed at developing targeted actions, to be included in the new National strategy for Roma social Inclusion post 2020. 
Finally, the institution of Community Centres/ Roma Branches, offers a package of services covering every need for care, children and adult Roma. It is envisaged to create new   Community Centres/ Roma Branches where they do not yet exist.
MINISTRY OF JUSTICE:
Children – Early and Forced Marriage
1) What measures have been taken to implement the recommendations of the last report of the Secretary General on the issue of child, early and forced marriage ( A/ 73/ 257 )?
          Law 4531/2018 ratified the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention and Fight against Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (the Istanbul Convention). Amongst others, this law amended Law 3500/2006 on Domestic Violence in order to improve its implementation by completing the protection of victims with a set of rules establishing the obligation to criminalize conducts that had so far escaped from the state criminal interest, as well as their compensation. 
          More specifically, by the above mentioned Law, forced marriage (a crime that is often committed against children) has been    added to the purposes of the crime of art. 323A of the PC - trafficking in human beings (removal of organs, labor and begging).
� Definition


Child marriage, or early marriage, is any marriage where at least one of the parties is under 18 years of age. Forced marriages are marriages in which one and/or both parties have not personally expressed their full and free consent to the union. A child marriage is considered to be a form of forced marriage, given that one and/or both parties have not expressed full, free and informed consent. � HYPERLINK "https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WRGS/Pages/ChildMarriage.aspx"��https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WRGS/Pages/ChildMarriage.aspx�


2 In regard to marriage across all Member States surveyed around 2% of Roma girls aged 10-15 were reported as ‘traditionally married’ or cohabitating with a partner and around 16% of Roma (men and women) aged 16-17 were reported as legally or traditionally married or cohabiting. Only 6% of Roma women aged 16-17 that were of married or cohabiting were in education compared to an average of 36% for all Roma women of this age group. (11 EU Member States surveyed the situation of Roma women in core areas of social life) 2014 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201309/20130917ATT71422/20130917ATT71422EN.pdf"��http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201309/20130917ATT71422/20130917ATT71422EN.pdf�





�


� 1. Anyone who acts in a lewd act with a person younger than 15 years of age or misleads such a person to act or to  be subjected to such an act, is punished if there is no case of being punished more severely for the crime of article 351 A, as follows: (a) If the person has not completed the twelve years, with a imprisonment of at least ten years of age • B) If the victim completed the twelve but not fourteen years, with imprisonment up to ten years and C) if he completed fourteen and up to fifteen years, with imprisonment of at least two years.


2.  Lewd conduct between persons under the age of 15 shall not be punished unless the difference in age is more than three years, so only reform or remedial measures are imposed.








�	 Constitutional right guaranteed by Article 21, para. (3), a.


� Child marriage is a violation of human rights, but is all too common


Marriage before the age of 18 is a fundamental violation of human rights. Many factors interact to place a child at risk of marriage, including poverty, the perception that marriage will provide ‘protection’, family honor, social norms, customary or religious laws that condone the practice, an inadequate legislative framework and the state of a country’s civil registration system. While the practice is more common among girls than boys, it is a violation of rights regardless of sex.


� HYPERLINK "https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/child-marriage/"��https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/child-marriage/�


�	 Child, early and forced marriage (CEFM) is a human rights violation and a harmful practice that disproportionately affects women and girls globally, preventing them from living their lives free from all forms of violence. CEFM threatens the lives and futures of girls and women around the world, robbing them of their agency to make decisions about their lives, disrupting their education, making them more vulnerable to violence, discrimination and abuse, and preventing their full participation in economic, political and social spheres. Child marriage is also often accompanied by early and frequent pregnancy and childbirth, resulting in higher than average maternal morbidity and mortality rates. CEFM often result in women and girls attempting to flee their communities or to commit suicide to avoid or escape the marriage. 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WRGS/Pages/ChildMarriage.aspx"��https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WRGS/Pages/ChildMarriage.aspx�





�	 It later ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, L.2952 / 2001 - Government Gazette A / 248/2001.


�	 During the school year 2019-2020, the primary schools of the country are given the opportunity to operate reception classes, through a co-financed project by the European Union – European Social Fund, in the framework of the act: "Integrating vulnerable Social groups (EKO) in schools-reception classes, school year 2019-2020 "with code 5045765 in the operational programme" Human resources development, education and lifelong learning 2014-2020 ".


�	  � HYPERLINK "https://www.keda.uoa.gr/roma/index.php/program/97-egkprog"��https://www.keda.uoa.gr/roma/index.php/program/97-egkprog�


�	 The Institute of Child Health provides a wide range of public health services for the child and the family. It also produces educational and interdisciplinary research work by specialized scientists in the field of physical, mental and mental health. One of his actions:


The ultimate aim of CAN-MDS II Action is to provide the transition from planning to practice.


The concept of the Action "CAN-MDS II" [GA Nr: 810508 -CAN-MDS II- Funded by EU REC Programme 2014-2020] is based mainly on the Daphne III project “Coordinated Response to Child Abuse and Neglect via a Minimum Data Set” [JUST/2012/DAP/AG/3250] aimed at creating the scientific basis, tools & synergies for establishing national CAN monitoring systems using a minimum data set (MDS), where the CAN-MDS System was developed. CAN-MDS System aims to provide comprehensive, reliable and comparable case-based information at national level for children who have used protection services (social, health, educational, etc. depending on countries' specifics) also facilitating CAN monitoring at EU.





�	 The services offered to families start from the pregnancy period and continue after the child is born according to the needs of the family


�	  � HYPERLINK "https://www.kesoiaa.gr/το-κε-σ-ο-σημερα/"��https://www.kesoiaa.gr/%cf%84%ce%bf-%ce%ba%ce%b5-%cf%83-%ce%bf-%cf%83%ce%b7%ce%bc%ce%b5%cf%81%ce%b1/�


�	 This area of ​​activity includes the protection and promotion of the rights of the child. This includes cases of violations by public services, individuals, natural persons or legal entities. 


�	 KETHI enables dynamically to the advancement of women in all areas of social, political and economic life.


The Research Centre for Gender Equality (KETHI) was founded in 1994, having a dual focus both on conducting social research on gender equality issues and also using this knowledge, to propose and implement specific policies, practices and actions to promote gender equality.





�	 � HYPERLINK "https://www.kivotostoukosmou.org/el/"��https://www.kivotostoukosmou.org/el/�





� JUSTROM2 was a continuation of JUSTROM, a Council of Europe and the European Commission joint programme aims to improve the access to justice of Roma women. The project ran from April 2018 to March 2019


The specific objectives are:


to support the empowerment of Roma women through increasing their awareness about discrimination, complaint mechanisms, the justice system and human rights institutions/equality bodies;


to increase the number of cases of discrimination against Roma women admitted by human rights institutions, equality bodies and courts;


enhance professional resources used at national level by the judiciary, law enforcement and NGOs/human rights advocates regarding the application of anti-discrimination standards with a focus on multiple discrimination, gender equality and Roma women; 


increase synergies between the institutional frameworks of the European Union and Council of Europe, including through National Roma Contact Points and CAHROM, and with national and local authorities on national Roma integration strategies, and civil society regarding access to justice.





� The following services are provided through SOS 1056:


• receiving anonymous and branded complaints about children at risk (abuse, trafficking of children)


• activating procedures for the immediate protection of children at risk (on-site intervention)


• activating procedures for the care of abused children in hospitals (transitional phase)


• Managing requests for hosting abused children in the Organization's 14 Homes


• Providing guidance on each topic and linking to other services


• mobilization of blood donors 


All the above services are available 24 hours a day along with Emergency Response Vehicles and the Mobile Intensive Care Units for Neonates and Children available at the Agency.


Emphasizing on communicating with children and adolescents, in addition to telephone communication, children are given the opportunity to 'talk' with us via: Email, Chat and Social Media.


In addition, Line 1056 is interconnected with 112, the European Emergency Number, and belongs to the Child Helpline International.





� Aimed at women:


• who are physically abused.


• experiencing psychological, emotional or verbal violence


• experiencing financial violence


• who have been raped or attempted to rape


• who have been victims of prostitution or trafficking


• who have been sexually harassed at work, in a social setting, in the family


And to :


Citizens and bodies to be informed on issues related to the prevention and treatment of violence against women


• Information on gender equality issues.


• Psychosocial counseling in cases that require immediate psychological and social support and are related to violence against women.


• Refer cases to Hostels, Violence Counseling Centers, Health Services, and other partner agencies.


The consultants:


• Provide specialized counseling services, showing emotional understanding and providing relief to women.


• respect the confidentiality of the advisory and inform the adviser that the rules of confidentiality are respected.


• encourage women to come out of isolation, to understand that they are not alone and not to blame for the violence they are subjected to


• The purpose of the services provided is to empower women and regain their self-esteem so that they can take responsibility for their professional, personal and family life and make the best decisions for themselves.


Co-financing of Greece-EU
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