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Amman, Jordan

Nov., 1st, 2013

Subject: Early marriage in Jordan
The marriage of girls which is termed early marriage deprives them of their rights and expose them to danger, standing obstacle to education, health and productivity of most of them , are excluded from making decisions concerning their lives as a time of marriage and choice of spouse 

Coerce women into early marriage is more than a behavior is illegal and unlawful  and immoral that a form of violence against women, and a form of violence against children with childhood that reference is less than 18 years old . It presents the girl suffering severe psychological by her father or guardian legitimate , but agreed the girl reluctantly to this marriage and passed legally the life with a husband will be affected, and will present , in addition to psychological violence , to other forms of physical abuse , and sexual abuse by husband.

Thousands of girls married a day before the age of 18 years and by up to 15 percent in the Arab countries , especially in rural areas and among uneducated girl.
That the percentage of early marriage of girls up to 2.10 percent from 1.7 percent in rural areas and 8.10 percent in urban areas , indicating that 1.14 percent of them uneducated and 7.17 percent primary and 5.15 percent.
Take the appropriate measures and procedures that will provide an appropriate environment for the girls to enjoy their rights under international covenants and conventions and national legislation.

The phenomenon of early marriage has become a worrying phenomenon in Jordanian society , and statistics indicate that the percentage of underage marriages in Jordan ranged between 13 and 15 percent of the total cases of marriages that took place during the last two years .

Despite the fact that the personal status law Jordanian sets the minimum age for marriage for eighteen years, the Jordanian government approved last year an amendment to the Personal Status Law allows married minors under the age of fifteen, in certain cases determined by the judge legitimate , which was provoked disapproval by bodies and women's organizations . 

Acts and sexual practices carried out by the husband with his wife « child » constitute sexual violence in the concept of medical, psychological , although not punishable by provisions of the penal laws » .

It appears that girls who marry at an early age , « is able to use family planning methods that it was because of lack of knowledge means the organization or because of being forced to carry enforced , and usually be the birth of the first child for them in the first year of marriage, and the probability of exposure to infection of sexually transmitted diseases including immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) , fold the possibility of their older for these diseases due to the lack of knowledge in this age of early and not allow them to use preventive means .

 What exacerbates these things that early marriage is often linked to social conditions characterized by ignorance and lack of education , poverty and social isolation .the medical risks of direct early pregnancy and childbirth, is to increase the likelihood of maternal death due to the risk factors relating to small age pregnant , and increase the likelihood of premature birth , and increase the proportion of complications during childbirth, and the lack of birth weight , and increase the likelihood of abortion and death in utero or after birth fetus directly . violation of the fundamental principles of the reproductive health of equal sexual relationship between spouses , and physical ability on natural pregnancy and a natural birth , as well as the ability to take the decision to assume responsibility for the care of the child from the psychological and social . It is worth mentioning the definition of the World Health Organization that « Health is completed healthy physical and psychological , social, and not merely the absence of disease » ,the marriage a child or young did not exceed the 22 -year-old is not characterized by any way healthy  physical, psychological and social not achieve the principles of basic reproductive health , on the grounds that this marriage is not expected to be a sexual relationship by equal, does not constitute a body child or adult natural environment for normal pregnancy would not be appropriate for the birth of nature , and extends to the lack of readiness psychological and social development in this age of early to deal with children as children provide them with their basic needs » .  Early marriage constitutes a flagrant violation of human values ​​have to do with human nature a mature concept of the exercise of decision

The risk of falls on the health of the mother and the family as a result of early marriage and leads to having children with disabilities and the lack of awareness in terms of birth control leads to having a large number of boys frequently affecting the maternal and child health and affects the family, in general terms , father  cannot spend on his large family and all that has a negative impact on family health as well as the negative economic and social , political and cultural of this marriage.

Also early childbearing repercussions big birth , early marriage increases  abortions and  shortage of the duties of safe motherhood and to know and care for pregnancy, childbirth and care of breastfeeding and baby care , and causes anemia , the birth of children baby -sized , high blood pressure. .
A study prepared by the Islamic courts in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan showed that the incidence of early marriage in the kingdom , constituting ( 14% )
According to the latest statistics and reached the ( 7598 ) case of early marriage ( 56 570 ) marriage contract has been in the past year.
And early marriage for ( girls and boys ) is the one who is between 15 - 18 years old and provides personal status law that the age of marriage is 18 years , giving the judge the right to marry from completed the age of fifteen if he sees that in her marriage to its interest as well as the case for the pair .
Research has shown , studies, and an increase in pregnancy complications in women between the ages of (15 - 19) years , and the complications that you get when pregnant women aged between 20 -24 few years .
According to data of the Supreme Council of the population there are a million child under the age of 15 years are ready to enter the age of marriage , bringing the number of females at the stage of marriage, pregnancy and childbearing , which will see an increase in the population as a jump number of women / female than a million and one-third to two million by 2020, an increase of 50%.

Expected increase in cases of early marriage if he continued global trend on its current status without interference or action or activation of legislation to reduce it , In (2010) married (67) million women who ranged from the ages of (20 - 24) years before they reach eighth years of age , half of them in Asia and  Africa. During the next decade ( 2011 - 2020 ) married (14.2) million girls annually without their age of eighteen , and these numbers rise over the next decade to reach (15.1) million girls annually during the period ( 2021 – 2030  (.

The child marriage and reality are real and widespread in more than 100 countries around the world , a marriage that have one end or both under the age of eighteen , and constitutes a flagrant violation of children's rights , health, especially girls, and contrary to international conventions, especially the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Convention on the Elimination All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the Convention on the Rights of the child and other international conventions and declarations .
  That there is lac in the application of those laws, and also vary from one country to another , and to apply exceptions spread dramatically especially those attached to the consent of the parents or the authorities. The legal systems discriminate between men and women , boys and girls, children, girl children, so as to allow marriage and expanding in girls with stenosis of child marriage .

In (2010) confirmed about (158) state that the legal system may select the legal age of marriage for women to 18 years without parental consent or approval of the relevant authorities , in contrast, the (146) state or jurisdiction or customary law allows the marriage of girls under ( 18 ) years with the consent of the parents or the authorities concerned, and (52) the state allows the marriage of girls under 15 years with parental consent.

In contrast, we find that the (180) state identified attainment (18) years older for marriage legal for men without parental consent , and (105) states the boys under 18 years can marry with the consent of the parents or the authorities concerned, and (23) the state can Children under 15 years of marriage with parental consent .

That early marriage in the Arab countries for women between the ages of (20 - 24) years old and have been married before they turn 18 years during the past decade (2000 - 2010) was ( 15%) , a figure low compared to other regions of the world did not preceded by only the countries of Eastern Europe and central Asia (11 % ), while the percentage arrived in South Asia ( 46 %) and in West and Central Africa (41 % ). In general, the average in developing countries reached ( 34 %).

If we take statistics year (2010) alone, we find a low rate of early marriage in the Arab countries for women between the ages of (20 - 24) years old and have been married before they turn 18 years to (6 % ), which arrived in South Asia (24.4 % ) , and in the countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia (5.8 % ).

There are significant differences in the rates of early marriage among the Arab countries themselves to women between the ages of (20 - 24) years old and have been married before they turn 18 years during the period (2000 - 2011) in view of the indicators the region Kelhoudr and rural areas , education and family wealth . Came ratios as follows Algeria (1.8% ), Djibouti (5.4% ) and Egypt ( 16.6% ) and Iraq (17% ) and Jordan ( 10.2% ), Lebanon ( 11% ), Morocco ( 15.9% ), Palestine (18.9 %) and Somalia ( 45.3% ) and Sudan ( 34%) and Syria ( 13.3 % ) , Yemen (32.3 %).

That the percentage referred to in Jordan ( 10.2 %) as cases early marriage before the age of girls age ( 18) years , of which (7.1%) in rural areas (10.8%) in urban areas, and in terms of education for this group of girls were ( 14.1%) of them uneducated and ( 17.7%) education at the primary level and ( 15.5%) crops with secondary education or higher , and in terms of household wealth and divide them into five degrees ( poorer - poor - Medium - rich - richer ), the ratios were as follows (13.6% ) belong to the poorest families , and (12.6 % ) belonging to poor families, and (12.5 % ) belong to medium-sized families , and (10.8 % ) Atnmin to rich family , and (4.2 % ) belong to the richest families .

The efforts made by the Jordanian government and civil society institutions to eliminate early marriage , but that did not prevent the continuance because of the widespread use of the concept of interest stipulated by the Jordanian Personal Status Law for the conclusion of marriage contracts for those under the age of eighteen .
 Syrian refugees in Jordan
To avoid the difficult living conditions, thousands of Syrian refugees in Jordan get their daughters minors marry off , thinking that this option protect them and provide them with a form of support in light of clogging the horizon of the solution in their own country which is witnessing since mid- March / March 2011, violence left more than 94 thousand people.

For many families , the marriage of their daughters out of the camp could be a lifeline for the girl and the hope of a new life despite the lack of it free of problems and caveats
 Jordan it hosts more than 500 thousand Syrian refugees , 70 percent of whom are women and children, according to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) , the UN .

Jordanian law sets the minimum age for marriage for eighteen years for both spouses, but in exceptional circumstances , allows the judge to the younger marriages .
 The Syrians say that early marriage was common in Syria .And because of the crisis , there are changes in practices since their arrival in Jordan , most notably , the wide age gap between the spouses . Temporary marriage or the marriage of minors Syrian for wealthy men from the Gulf for $ 3000 , men in the age of seventy marry girls they reach 13 years, for a week or a month and then divorce her.
10% of Jordan's population became Syrians refugees, every day entered Jordan borders  around 1000 to 2000 to the Syrian camp fleeing the ongoing war there .Marriages in the ranks of the Syrians reached to 2470 cases , 502 cases were less than 13 years , representing 20% , and that for is normal in the Syrian society , and there in the camp of Zaatari delegates from the religious judiciary  or documenting the marriage contracts .

It is noteworthy that the number of Syrians in Jordan reached more than one million and 300 thousand people , 750 thousand of them entered before the start of the revolution in Syria (March / March 2011) by virtue of kinship and descent and intermarriage , and the rest entered after the eruption of the crossings, official and unofficial .

The report published by a Jordanian newspaper , pointed  for an increase of requests made ​​by the Saudi Embassy in Jordan in order to approve the requests for marriage Saudis from Syrian refugees settled  in Jordan.
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