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The prevalence of child, early and forced marriage in Slovenia is low (for example, in 2013 Social Work Centres detected 14 cases of child marriage – 7 boys and 7 girls). However, we are aware that even one case represents a violation of the rights of the child with deep and long-term consequences for him or her.
In the year 2014 the Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities commissioned an empirical research on child, early and forced marriage.  The subject of this research was the issue of forced marriages among Roma children. The research followed the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child recommendation for Slovenia in 2013. 
The intention was to assess the extent of the practice of forced marriages among Roma children in Slovenia, find the main reasons for the existence of these types of marriage practices and to assess their consequences on children. In order to obtain the relevant data, the research questionnaires were sent to all Social Work Centres, non-governmental organisations, other organisations that work in this field, and also to primary and secondary schools. Researchers also conducted in-depth interviews with experts who are directly or indirectly involved in this topic and with the victims that had lived through the experience of a forced marriage. 
They established that the scope of child and forced marriages in Slovenia is all but negligible, whereby the motives for forced marriages primarily arise from the patriarchal social order and are institutionalised through social and cultural norms. Forced marriages are thereby understood as the traditional and patriarchal interpretation of a certain culture. The interest for forced marriages can also lie in profit and exploitation, due to which forced marriages can also be understood from the point of view of social-economic inequalities. The consequences, which leave permanent marks on children, are visible in the form of early dropouts of school, teenage pregnancies and women restrained to the private sphere. 

In future years the Government will strengthen its efforts in educating Roma families about harmful consequences of the practice of early and forced marriage on their children. Since 2015 social workers have already gained knowledge on how to address this issue within Roma families. To achieve significant progress in changing attitudes of professional workers is to raise their sensitivity to this topic and to assure of the respect rights of every child regardless his or her ethnical background.

On 13 November 2015 the Ministry of Health in cooperation with the Union of Roma People of Slovenia organized the conference "Roma Women – from Childhood to Parenthood". Experts in various disciplines discussed the upbringing of Roma girls, the reproductive health of Roma women, pregnancy, and family planning, as well as their experiences working with Roma mothers and children. 

The conference concluded that more attention must be devoted to teenage pregnancies and the restriction of women to private sphere, through a comprehensive approach of regulating the living conditions of Roma women and men, and promoting education, awareness-raising, health, employment, housing, etc. We believe that this approach is best facilitated with institutional integration, by which we want to successfully prevent forced marriages and protect human rights of both women and men and preserve their dignity. 
Efforts to eliminate such harmful practices should not be limited only to the Roma community, but should focus on all those who are involved in these practices. With respect to this the latest amendments to the Criminal Code (Official Gazette No. 54/2015), which entered into force in October 2015, have introduced a new criminal offence under Article 132.a titled 'Forced Marriage or a Similar Union'. The Article 132.a reads:

"(1) Whoever compels, by means of force or threat of force or through the abuse of a subordinate or dependent position, another person into marriage or a similar union that in terms of certain legal consequences is equivalent to marriage under the law shall be sentenced to imprisonment of up to three years.

(2) Whoever commits the offence under paragraph 1 hereof against a minor or helpless person shall be sentenced to imprisonment of up to five years."

