Past President
Woman Inc

Please find herein an amended letter with regard to the caption below

I am kindly asking that you accept this one in the stead of one submitted on earlier date
Regarding: Call for submissions to all stakeholders regarding the gap in incorporating and implementing the international and regional standards related to violence against women
1.    Do you consider that there is a need for a separate legally binding treaty on violence against women with its separate monitoring body?

Yes.There is no specific international legally binding document that addresses the gross violation of rights that is violence against women and girls, although there are protocols such as CEDAW to, and the General Recommendation 19, which provide some opportunity for reporting, there are certain regions that are not a part of this framework. . It is critical to attain a process that allows for the voices to be heard of all women’ organizations and other advocates for the cause of VAW. 

· A specific international legally binding document would provide added  capacity for civil Society and NGOs to monitor their respective governments and keep the advocacy strong with regard to the Government’s commitments to eliminate violence against women and girls

· Such a body focused specifically on violence against women and girls can ensure all countries are upholding their commitments, allow for greater scrutiny, and hold governments accountable.

2.    Do you consider that there is an incorporation gap of the international or regional human rights norms and standards?

Yes. The lack of specific or ‘hard law’ on violence against women and girls is a measure of the various individual governments that resist or simply fail to recognize the importance of the issue and the inability or unwillingness to prioritize VAW and incorporate in development

· Regional mechanisms such as the Belem do Para in the Americas, The Maputo Protocol in Africa and the Istanbul convention in Europe may have legally binding provisions for those countries who have signed on, but there are no regional mechanisms in Oceania, Asia or the Middle East
3.    Do you believe that there is a lack of implementation of the international and regional legislation into the domestic law?

Yes.
· [“The current lack of legally binding international legislation means governments must have the political will and drive to implement general recommendations and comments – they are not legally bound to uphold these obligations”]. 
· Thus,  the achievement of attaining political will becomes a matter of local and global advocacy efforts or a combination thereof
· Example[-In Jamaica the consideration of CEDAW is held up as a global standard, along with Belem do Para for  ensuring meaningful creation of new legislation with regard to domestic laws and incorporated with the International  Human Rights Convention; and now the SDGs. Political will or the lack thereof is what must also be addressed. Otherwise the implementation or enforcement of domestic legislation and policies will continue to be , for the most part, ineffective. Governments are to be held accountable, for they may sign on  to CEDAW  and Human Rights bodies trough the reporting mechanisms and recommendations , and yet demonstrate as little effort as possible in many instances for implementation. Such as not following through and ratifying the Op (Optionol Protocol}  yet the concept of “binding” governments requires policing and sanctions ,as well as a global mechanisms since not all countries/regions are a party to existing agreements.
4.    Do you think that there is a fragmentation of policies and legislation to address gender-based violence?

Yes
:“Countries must be progressive enough or driven by a strong civil society to enact strong domestic law on violence against women and girls” This is an uphill battle that civil society must take on, given that it is the individual governments  that are in fact strongly influenced by  cultural norms and religion, but the Governments must respond to the people., 
5.    Could you also provide your views on measures needed to address this normative and implementation gap and to accelerate prevention and elimination of violence against women?

· Development of a Global Treaty on Violence against Women and Girls, with its own monitoring body, and working in conjunction with CEDAW and other established international and regional mechanisms

· Incorporation of and strengthening  CEDAW and other Human Rights Treaties into domestic policies is critical to allow space, and place for implementation of   international regional mechanisms  These can be used as a platform to move Governments further along on the scale  to accept a strong international legal framework such as a Global Treaty regarding  Violence against Women and Girls.
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