COVERAGE:

BENEFITS:

CHALLENGES:

SUPPLEMENTARY
HOMICIDE REPORTS
(SHR)

FBI Uniform Crime
Reporting (UCR)

1976-2019 (as of
9/2020); national.

Most used source
for criminal
homicide research.
Nearly 50 years of
data.

Agency identifiers
allow for
geographic
disaggregation.

Not as many
incident variables
as NIBRS.

Data collection
ended in 2020.

NATIONAL INCIDENT
BASED REPORTING
SYSTEM (NIBRS)

FBI

Dates vary by
reporting agency;
about half of all law
enforcement agencies
currently report.

More incident detail
than in SHR (date,
time, location; more
victim types, etc.).
Provides context on
crimes (drug
offenses, sex
offenses, etc.).

Fewer law
enforcement
agencies reporting
than SHR.

Limited time frame
of data compared to
SHR.

NATIONAL VITAL
STATISTICS SYSTEM
(NVSS)

Centers for
Disease Control &
Prevention (CDC)

1968-2019 (as of
4/2021); national.

Complete national
account of deaths.
Popular for public
health research.
Web-based Injury
Statistics Query &
Reporting System,
for custom reports.

Less reliable for less
populous counties &
for incidents with
American Indian,
Native Alaskan, &
Asian victims.

No information on
known offenders.

NATIONAL VIOLENT
DEATH REPORTING
SYSTEM (NVDRS)

CDC

2003-2018 (as
of 4/2021);
select states.

600+ indicators,
like history of
abuse, linked from
police reports,
death certificates,
coroner & medical
examiner reports.
Web-based Injury
Statistics Query &
Reporting System,

for custom reports.

Missing data in
relevant fields
(history of
intimate partner
violence).

Not all states
report.

NATIONAL
DEATH INDEX
(NDI)

CDC

1979-present;
national.

e Complete national

account of deaths.
Single source for
researchers to
determine whether
specific study
participants died.

Similar limitations
as NVSS & NVDRS.
Restricted use
because of
personally
identifiable
information
covered.

] Justice Research and Statistics Association
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https://www.fbi.gov/services/cjis/ucr/nibrs
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/deaths.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/datasources/nvdrs/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/ndi/index.htm
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