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" @ermanent Mission of the Araf Republic of Egypt
‘to the fl)ﬂfrecf Nations Office, the WO
. &lInternational Organizations

in Geneva
iy CHAN_'.2019. 649

-The Permanent Mission of the Arab Repubhc of Egypt o the Umted Nau(}ns _
Ofiice, the World Trade Or gam?atlons and Other Internauona} Orgamzat}ons in -

' :Geneva presents its comphments to the Office of the H1gh Comm1ssmner for Human .
_'Rlohts and w;th reference to OHCHR’s fax dated January ISm 7’019 concernmg the |

:report of the Speelal Rapporteur on the human 11ghts to safe water and samtatlon o

- be prcscnted 10 the 74" session of the GcneraE Asqembl} pursmm to reso]utlon 33/10° o
_iof the Human Rights Council, has the honor to attach herewﬁh the mput of the A1 ab' |
By : 'Repubhc of ngpt to the aforementioned report | B B ' '

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Repubhc of Egypt to the Umted Natzons
o Ofﬁce the Wmld Trade Organizations - and Other Imernatlonal Orgamzations n
--":Geneva avalls itself .of this - opportumty to renew to the Ofﬁce of - the ngh a

o Commfssmner for Human Rights, the assurances of its h; ghest con31dc:1 ation

. _;.Geneva_;'_-l 1_'-M'arleh .:2'.01:9 N

Ofﬁce of the ngh Commlssmner for Human nghts
. Palais Des Nations . 1211 Geneva 1{} SWITZERLAND
fax +41 22 917 9008

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYI’I S
TO TI iE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE, WT'O & OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA .
. 261 ROUTE DE LAUSANNE, 1202 ~-CHAMBESY .~
TEL; +41-22-731.6530 . FAX +41-22-738 4415
mission. egvpt@bhiewm ch - .
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- _i Respnnse to the questmnnaxre regarding to the xmpact of mega-pmject’ on the
e human rights to Water and samtatlen o
: Mega pFGJECtS have both negatwe and posrtrve impact on the enwronment and the socrety,
' _-partrcu!ariy on the human rights to water and sanitation. The analysrs ofthe i im pact on those
: . ._-rrghts are based on the normative content of the rights to water and samtataon {qua rty and
- : -'safety, accessibsl ty, avar!abihty, acceptabr%rty, affordabr!rty, d:gmty) and reievant human rrghts

pnncap!es (access to mformatron participation, equality and ron- dlscnmmatron)

' L Access to safe drmkmg water and sanitation has been ;dentrfred as a basac human r;ght
3 -"_However the problem lies not in identifying peaple’ $ rrght to safe and c!ean drfnk}ng Water but
T '_m the abmty to provrde thts serwce and the size of mvestments cﬁ’ered by ‘che govemment fo
- reach the requrred leval of provision, Itis alse wnr‘rh mentrcnmg that ‘rhe provisacrn of samtatuon
services is much more costly than' provasron of drm krng water, The Government r}f Egypt has |
H :'_:'_made great efforts concerning the provision of water suppiy and samtat:cm serwces to all urban' '_

B _and rura!commumtres

| _Ensurlng access to sufficient safe water asa human rrght constitutes an rmportant step towards _' .
e makmg ita reairty for everyone Therefore, MWR& has recently shrfted lts Iong stand ing pohcy
o _ __'_.paradngm of wa%er resources development to water demand management it has iaunched _
| ': severa[ pmJects to contnbute tc the demand management parad:gm as wel! as water quaErty
: conservatron measures There are aiso severai pragrams for cost recovery, mstitutrona! =
e _ reforms, !aws and Iegrsiat;ons and stakeholders' part;crpatron The water po!rcres adopted by

: MWR! consrder waterm the Frst p!ace as a human nght

S Mc:st of mega pro ject now such as Assuit barrage constructed wrth aam Of servmg frve
' '_:;governorates in'Middle Delta, provsdmg irrigation water for 690, DOU hec’cares that wrll benef t
L _.’r"ve mtllrcn Egyptians workmg m agriculture, the barrage wrll also meet the. needs nf 130 ODO

farnr res of ciean electricity and mumcrpa[ water, -
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gigneral gn;egtmns.

1. How do  mega-projects c&ntﬂbute towards the prog;-esswef._'_*
realization of the humag rights to water and samtatmn? - T

On the national level, mega projests such ag High Aswan Dm
(HAD} in- Egypt was constructed with the aim of mguiatmg the
~flow of the River Nile inslde Baypl and ‘conserving the fresh .
o ‘water that vsed to flow to the Mediterrancan, and also to serve as
-8 lifelire to almost al} of Bgypt, Hence, such a mega project hss =

- contributed to  maintain  the . Bgyptian - populauon nghts o safe"_ S
drmkmg water and other cmmal uses. ' _

C}ntha otherhand, mega project at thc uansbcunda:y 1eve1 o
~such ‘as Grand  Ethiopian  Renaissance Dam (GERD) in Bthiopla-_" S
will cavse significant herm  to Bgypt in torms of water use and
" hydropower . production - which oconsequently - will " affect  other .
-sectors - (agriculiure, - mdustry municipal ......) censing sever .
- soclo-economic - impacts. - Irrigation, hydmpower - génerstion,
- public - and mdusmal ~water - supply ‘and -navigafion “will. ‘be

. negatively affected. "Uhis proves that aspplication  of urtc:mﬁiaonal S
“water lew - prisciples s - crupial (prior - ‘notification) . in- such' S
transboundary water projects 0 avoid causiog s1gmﬁcantham '

_2« What are the main positive, nnd negat:ve Impacts,. asseﬁsed hy yoar _ - e
= agvarnment, that mega project have on the nomatwe com:ent of the e
- human rights to Water and sanitation .. o

If mega project such us GERD s constmcted, ﬁiled and operatcdg
_iwithout reaching -an .agreement with - the ~downstream cnunines,'.
‘thig - will cause qagmﬁcant barm to Egypt in' terms of water -
shmtagc and - socio-cconomic unpactsl_ The ‘river System camnot ..
. accommodate huge - dams -such o8 BAD and GERD  without close . .

- coordination dwring - filling ‘and ~operation. . Cbapmhvefadspnves b
ﬁ!!mg strs.tcgzes provide ‘a sxgmﬁcant improvement ynder drought
- conditions, also gusrantesd - minimum  dutflow from - GBERD and
ma.iatmnmg a minimum - level -in HAD - Lake  will- mgmﬁcanﬂy. R
help in raducmg the adverse impacts on Bgypt M::anwhllc, the_. pie T

negaﬁva impacts GFGERD may mcludc
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" Filling GERD will cause extreme ‘water shortages in Eeypt if
- prevailing hydrological conditions are ot _tg?egn into -_.fg::puuﬁt o
. anc} the 20 Cooperative/adaptive filling . strategy “ig - applied, -
filling GERD in g Don-Gooperative manmer will deplets HAD . .
- Leke to extremely low levels, _ - e

" - Applying filling Strategies based on - fixed number .of years

gannot mitigaie abovementioned extreme water shortages dn
. Egypt when flling iakeg - place - during -2 - (severe) drought
' paﬁﬂdﬁke‘i’hatwasexwﬁancedinﬁwl%%.- L T e

. “Reducing the maximm - ey ply level .in-GBR_"[}".:will_._irﬁpré;,—é-. R
* - the water availability jn HA but cannot glone help to avoid © R
- Severe water shortages when - filling ‘ocows during - drought - .

6 (The second pert of the question) Please provide information onthe -
. challenges or pood practices faced during the ‘planning and
. designing stage to respect, promote and fulfill the human rights o~
-watey and ganitation IR T
-+ The challenges that Bgypt faces a3 5 rosult of development projocts in
. Upstream ¢ountrics such as (GERD) inciudes: S

- " Some upstream countries ignore the privciples of International
- law specially the principle - of no-harm and 2 vimely priop.

- notification “upon the * construction - of projects - with - srous- ATy
- border offects, which necessitate - {he conduction of assessment [

sindies - on - the  estimated Jripacts - of ~such - projects . on -

o 'The “lack of implementation of adaptive/cooperative _éppﬁ)aéh o e
©In accordance  with - the hydrological ._-_3coﬁditiouz'_'_-gf:'. the
~ transhoundary river, = - _ - N

~®* The absonce of detailed coordination ‘betwesn the - different 0
-dams in the system during filling and long-term operation of
- GERD end in case of .droughb‘pmfongcd-'-drought perdods -
- considering the hydrological - conditions -and the  dams’ critical -
- levels. S

" The absence of & coordination :'mwhanism.:;-ﬁ'ith‘ Bowell
identified mandate, structure and method ofwork, -

L
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. agreement o the definition of the prolonged drought.

* The non-existence of the modality of implomeuting the long
. %m operation of such projects. - e

- ® - The sbsence of an ment regarding the refilling of G
o andHADaﬁercxtendg;iaughL- By b S 7 0: GERD
.16, What are the human rights challenges faced by home-states in
. velation to mega-projects constructed or operated withia and outside
- ofits territory? - _ e e
- Bgypt is one of the most water scarce couatdes in the world and js -~
. highly dependent on the Nile for its survival as itg dependerice ratio
Furthermore, Egypt's vulnerability to climate change toches several
- sectors and the common player of thisvuinerability is water, The results’ BT
- of studies on climate change impact showsd thar Bgypt will facs
| mumerous threets o ifs economy, social and - environmental
oo sustainability, agriculture and food socurity, Wwater resources, anergy,
-+ buman heaith, céasta!zonesandphysioalinﬁashucm;c}imstechznga SRR
- studies expect that the productivity of two major crops in Bgypt - wheat - T
- and maize will be reduced by 15 to 19% and this percentage could be = -
. incressed without adaptation. Moreover, 12% to 15% of the most fertile - -
e -arable land in Nile Delta Is negatively affocted by sea level rise and salt”
Troremismee weterdntrosion deteriorsting grovid ekt quality in addition fo the L
TR incrossé in seawator temperature -and salinity in the cosastal Ial@ ;
- negatively affecting fish species and leading to serious impacts on low- -
Tevel lands in Delta and -adjacent highly populated cities such as
Alexandria sod Port Said. The impact jncludes the f(_is‘st'rucﬁonbf weale
- parts of the sand belt, inundation of valusble agricultural land, damage SRR
-of the naturel system and communities in the ‘Northern * Lakes, 2
- . cndengering of recreations] tourism beaoh facilities; up 10 6 Million
~ people and 4500 Km® may be affected. This will rosult in 2 more
 significartt challenge: the migration of people from the affectsd aress.
Morcover, being the most downstream country in the Nilg besin, Egypt
can be significantly affooted by climate change impacts, not only by
. what bappens within its borders, but also what could happen within the -
10 sister. countries that share the Nile with Egypt.. For . example, . -

3
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E " 1 . . . . h :
wgi’ge;lhf;‘ef‘%, itisof m::me importance for the Nils Basig countries o
Pde {osaﬂ: hydro.Io.gtc:al apacts of climate change on the Nile and" -
SN & t}riﬂmlmmze the impacts of Climate Change on the Nile
- Basin countries, Bt e
s i Bt kbl gt e e
o constructed witho ing its |
. of the Nile water, V1 Bssassing s impacts OntypﬁS'USes e



