
Dear friends and colleagues,  
 
I am pleased to present a special newsletter focussing on the mandate’s participation in the 
42nd session of the Human Rights Council, in Geneva, Switzerland. I will be presenting a 
series of reports and have organised many side-events, outlined below.  
 
I would also like to take the opportunity to let you know my plans to engage and consult 
various stakeholders for my last report to the General Assembly in 2020 on the theme of 
private sector participation and the human rights to water and sanitation. 

 HRC42 Reports 

 HRC42 programme and side-events  

 Consultations for my 2020 report on private sector participation  

*  

1. HRC42 Reports 

On 9 September 2019, the first day of the 42nd session of the Human Rights Council, I will be 
presenting a total of seven reports. This is the first time that I am presenting numerous 
reports and I am very excited to share my findings. 

 Thematic report on the human rights to water and sanitation in spheres of life 
beyond the household with an emphasis on public space  

 You can find the report in all UN languages here. 

 A user-friendly version of the report is also available.  

 

 Country visit report to Malaysia 

I will also be presenting a report containing findings and country-specific recommendations 
following my official country visit to Malaysia (14 to 27 November 2019). 

 You can find the report in all UN languages here.   

 And the unofficial translation of the report in Malay here. 

 A user-friendly version of the report is also available here.  

 Country visit report to Lesotho  

I will also be presenting a report containing findings and country-specific recommendations 
following my official country visit to Lesotho (5 to 15 February 2019).  

https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/47/Add.6
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Water/A_HRC_42_47_User_Friendly_Version.pdf
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/47/ADD.2
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Water/SRwatsan_Malaysia_unofficial_translation.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Water/A_HRC_42_47_Add.2_User_Friendly_Version.pdf


 You can find the report in all UN languages here   

 And the unofficial translation of the report in Sesotho here.  

 A user-friendly version of the report is also available here.  

 

 Four follow-up reports  

As introduced before, I have conducted a follow-up analysis of the official country visits that I 
have undertaken. For more information on the project see.  

 The reports can be found at the following links: Portugal, Botswana, Tajikistan, El Salvador 

 User friendly version of the summaries are available: Portugal summary , El Salvador summary, 

Botswana summary, Tajikistan summary. 

 

 Categories for follow-up reports  

For the follow-up country visit reports, I have developed and applied the below categories to 
assess the implementation of recommendations from my country visit reports. See attached PDF 
for more information.  

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/47/Add.1
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Water/SRwatsan_Lesotho_unofficial_translation.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Water/A_HRC_42_47_Add.1_User_Friendly_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/WaterAndSanitation/SRWater/Pages/FollowUpAnalysisOfficialCountryVisits.aspx
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/47/Add.3
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/47/Add.5
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/47/Add.6
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/47/Add.4
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Water/A_HRC_42_47_Add.3_User_friendly_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Water/A_HRC_42_47_Add.4_User_friendly_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Water/A_HRC_42_47_Add.5_User_friendly_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Water/A_HRC_42_47_Add.6_User_friendly_Version.pdf


 

2. HRC42 programme and side-events  

Below are the main events that are important to the mandate in this 42nd session of the Human 
Rights Council. I look forward to the enriching discussions, and, if you are in Geneva for the 
session, I hope to see you there.  

 HRC Interactive dialogue  

I will be presenting my reports and participating in an interactive dialogue at 12pm on Monday 9 
September 2019. This session will be broadcast live here. 

 11 September 1 p.m. : Side event on the HRC thematic report  

I am organising a side-event about my report on “The human rights to water and sanitation in 
spheres of life beyond the household, with an emphasis on public space” at 1pm on Wednesday 
11 September 2019.  

 12 September 1 p.m.: Side event on the follow-up reports 

I am organising a side-event about my follow-up reports, to discuss the process and my findings 
at 1pm on Thursday 12 September 2019.  

 12 September 10 a.m. : Side event on mega- projects and the human rights to 

water and sanitation 

Finally, I will speak at a side-event organized by Franciscans International to discuss the impact 
of mega-projects on the human rights to water and sanitation, which is also the theme of my 
report to the General Assembly. 
 

http://webtv.un.org/live/
http://undocs.org/A/74/197


 

 

3. Consultations for my 2020 report on private sector participation  

For my last report to the General Assembly in 2020, I have chosen to focus on private sector 
participation and the human rights to water and sanitation. For the preparation of this report, I 
plan to consult as many stakeholders as possible. My plans for the consultation can be found 
here and I will continue to update details. I would like to let you know some of the upcoming 
events.  

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/WaterAndSanitation/SRWater/Pages/PrivateSectorParticipation.aspx


 

 Expert consultation 

I invited selected experts from various field to join me on Friday, 13 September 2019 in Geneva 
to discuss the impact of private sector participation and the human rights to water and 
sanitation. 

 Online public consultations 

In order to consult various stakeholders and to accommodate wide participation as possible, my 
team and I are organizing a bilateral online consultation sessions on Wednesdays from 18 
September to 9 October 2019. 

I am inviting maximum of two participants to join the consultation session via Skype. 
The 45 min consultation session will follow the concept note and the questions therein.  

 The concept note is attached in this email and will also be available here in the next coming days  

 Sign-up for a 45 minute session here. 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/WaterAndSanitation/SRWater/Pages/PrivateSectorParticipation.aspx
https://doodle.com/poll/58fysgyepnqpnqhm


 Private sector consultation  

In cooperation with AquaFed, the International Federation of Private Water Operators, I will 
hold a half-day consultation on 17 October 2019 in New York. To participate and to be 
involved, please contact: Mr. Thomas Van Waeyenberge <thomas@aquafed.org>  
 

 

Kindest Regards,  

Léo Heller  

UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation 

Follow the mandate!     
The website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights remains the number one 
place to discover the mandate’s past and upcoming activities.  
The mandate is also present on major social media platforms Twitter and Facebook 
(@SRWatSan), where it actively engages with the global community on issues related to the 
human rights to water and sanitation.  
 
 

http://bit.ly/2dK5gE0
http://bit.ly/2dK5M4U
http://bit.ly/2drYMym
http://bit.ly/2drYMym
http://bit.ly/2dK5M4U
https://www.instagram.com/unsrwatsan/

