Information based on the Questionnaire on gender equality and Questionnaire on development cooperation submitted by Special Rapporteur on the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation    
One of the priority policy directions of the Republic of Moldova is to provide the population with quality drinking water, according to the Conception of national policy in the field of water resources(point 3 of the Parliament Decision No. 325-XV of 18 July 2003). The state shall guarantee the compliance of drinking water to quality standard (for district piped water) and the gradual improvement of its quality in rural areas that do not have access to piped water supply. The Constitution, as follows from the Conception, must guarantee access of the entire population to safe drinking water, according to all physiological and sanitary norms.

I. Questions for the report on gender equality:

1. What are the particular issues to be addressed to achieve gender equality with respect to water, sanitation and hygiene, and what measures are being taken to address these?

It is necessary to have comprehensive studies/analysis on the access to water and sanitation through gender perspective. Based on the findings of the studies/analysis it’s necessary to identify specific measures based on identified problems. 
According to National Strategy on Water and Sanitation (2014-2028) in 2012 the population with the access to public water supply system was 1.5 million, which represents 42.1% of the population (68.9% urban population and 22.7% rural population). The largest share of population with the access to public water supply system is recorded in Gagauzia - 66.6% and mun. Chisinau - 66.4%, followed by South - 48.8%, North - 30.5% and -27.4% Center. In rural areas where there is no centralized water supply system, wells of 10-50m depth are the main source of water.

The number of people with access to sanitation services in 2012 was 761,000, which represents 21.4% of the population, including 50.1% in urban areas and only 1.0% in rural areas. The highest share of population with access to improved sanitation services is recorded in the North - 23.4%, followed by the Centre -10.2% South - and Gagauzia 6.7% - 2.2%.

According to National Bureau of Statistics "Time Use of women and men in the Republic of Moldova", women allocate much more time than men to the household activities perceived as “female” (cooking, baking, canning food, dish washing, cleaning up the house, laundry, physical care of children), and all this activities require water resources. Thus, there is a considerable gender disparity in these activities, which are performed mainly by women. 

These gender disparities show that women are more affected then men by the lack of access to water resources and sanitation. Taking into account this fact, it is important to integrate gender mainstreaming principle in the process of implementation of the frame Strategy.

2. What measures can be taken to accommodate and embrace biological differences (such as menstruation) and different priorities in the use of water sanitation and hygiene services?

One important measure would be promotion of sexual and hygiene messages in school curricula and primary health care.

It’s also necessary to have specific regional plan on development of water and sanitation sector which include special needs of the local population. On the other hand, at the national level it’s important to promote equal responsibilities of men and women including household activities and childcare. 

3. What measures can be taken to combat stereotypes, change harmful practices and challenge socio-cultural norms and prescriptions that disadvantage women and girl with respect to water and sanitation? 

To perform studies/analysis in this area oriented on identification of specific harmful practices with respect to water and sanitation.
The specific plans of local authorities focused on ensuring accessibility to water and sanitation services, should take into account specific needs of vulnerable groups, including women. Sectorial plans should include specific measures to overcome existing problems (quotas for vulnerable groups in order to ensure free access to these services, to take into consideration these needs in the process of planification of local budget for the next years).  

In case of limited local budgets, local authorities should apply for funding to specific projects in this area in order to receive financial resources for ensuring access of vulnerable groups to water and sanitation services.

It is necessary to organize awareness raising campaign to combat stereotypes, including stereotypes related with roles of women and men in household activities.

It is necessary to organize specialized trainings for specialists responsible for elaboration of local plans and specialists who are involved in providing these services. 

4. What role can men and boys play in ensuring gender equality in the context of sanitation and water?

It is necessary to organize awareness raising campaigns oriented toward promotion of equal treatment for men and women workers with family responsibilities and ensure a bigger participation of men in household and childcare activities. Mandatory parental/paternal leave for men could also ensure a bigger involvement of fathers in childcare and household activities. 

It is also important to adjust educational curriculum in order to ensure that both girls and boys are educated without influence of gender stereotypes.

5. What measures can be taken to combat gender based violence in the context of sanitation and water?

Economic empowerment of women and easy access to microfinance programs for installation of water and sanitation facilities would contribute to reduce unpaid household work. On the other hand water facilities could be used for productive activities (agriculture, livestock, etc.)

Other efficient measures: 

· Qualitative and safe services of water and sanitation especially within the schools and other public institutions;

· Educational campaigns, school courses on nonviolent relations; 

· Effective legislation on preventing and combating domestic violence.

6. What measures can be taken to redress existing disadvantage based on entrenched discrimination in the context of sanitation and water?

It is necessary to ensure that legislation and policies in this area are sensitive to vulnerable group needs related to water and sanitation, especially to people with disabilities. At the local level within the process of elaboration of projects on water and sanitation should be implemented affirmative measures for vulnerable groups based on the analysis at the local level. Local budget plans should be sensitive to the aspects of disadvantage and discriminated groups.

7. What role does legislation play in ensuring gender equality in access to water, sanitation and hygiene? What can water, sanitation and hygiene policies and strategies achieve? What is the role of institutions in promoting better representation of women?  How can financing and budgeting in the WASH sector be gender-responsive?

Moldova’s legal framework that regulates the right to water and sanitation consists of the following legislative and normative acts:

· The Law No. 272 of 23 December 2011 on Water. It was drafted in accordance with EU directives. The Law aims to protect water against pollution and sets quality standards for the environment.
· The Law No. 303 of 13 December 2013 on Public Service of Water Supply and Sewerage. It represents an unified legal framework governing the establishment, organization, management, financing, operation, monitoring and control operating in localities to drinking water, industrial and sewerage wastewater public services; 
· The Law No. 272-XIV of 10 February 1999 on potable water. It establishes requirements to ensure seif operation of the water supply service and needs to be revised in accordance with Directive 98/ 83/ EC on the quality of water intended for human consumption. As well, the Ministry of Justice, has issued a legal opinion on the legislative initiative concerning the draft amendments to the Law No. 272-XIV of 10 February 1999 on potable water (opinion No. 03/4659 of 23 June 2011). Article 4 of the above mentioned law guarantees the principle of state responsibility to provide  the population with drinking water in accordance with established standards of consumption and quality;
· The Law No. 440 of 27 April 1995 on water conservation zones and water belts of rivers and waterbodies;

· The Law No. 1402-XV of 24 October 2002 on urban public services. It sets unified legal framework for the establishment and organization of public administration in administrative territorial units, including monitoring and control of their operation;
· The Law No. 10-XVI of 3 February 2009 on State Surveillance of Public Health. It aims to ensure optimal conditions for the protection and promotion of health and quality life;
· The Law No. 1515-XI of 16 June 1993 on environmental protection;

· The Law No. 171 of 9 July 2010 on Water Users Associations for irrigation;
· The Law No. 207-XVI of 29 July 2005 on ratification of the Protocol on Water and Health to the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, signed on March 10, 2000;
· The Parliament Decision No. 325-XV of 18 July 2003 on the approval of the Conception of national policy in the field of water resources;

· The Government Decision No. 656 of 27 May 2002 on the approval of the Regulation-Framework regarding the use of communal water supply systems and sewage;
· The Government Decision No. 662 of 13 June 2007 on aproval of the water supply and sanitation Strategy, which focuses on the need to improve legal and institutional framework in line with EU directives, so that people can benefit from quality services;
· The Government Decision No. 199 of 20 March 2014 on the approval of the Strategy for Water Supply and Sanitation (2014-2028);
· The Government Decision No. 934 of 15 August 2007 on the establishment of automated information system „State Register of natural mineral water, potable and bottled soft drinks”, which regulates drinking water quality and sets aut requirements for reporting and monitoring of drinking water quality programs;

· The Government Decision No. 952 of 15 October 1999 on protection of Moldovan localities against dangerous geological processes.

When speaking about policies ensuring gender equality, the main legislative and normative framework in this regard is, as follows: 

· The Law No. 5 of 9 February 2006 on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men, which provides a comprehensive approach to mainstreaming gender equality in policy documents in all areas and at all levels of decision-making process.

· Law No. 121 of 25 May 2012 on Ensuring Equality, which is preventing and combating discrimination and ensures equality of all persons in the political, economic, social, cultural and other spheres of life, irrespective of race, color, nationality, ethnic origin, language, religion or belief, sex, age, disability, political affiliation or any other similar criteria.

· The National Programme for gender equality for 2010-2015, approved by the Government Decision No. 933 of 31 December 2009, which ensures promotion of gender equality in economic, political and social life of women and men, which constitute the basis of fundamental human rights of all citizens.
Taking into account that gender equality is a cross-cutting area, the national institutional mechanism for ensuring gender equality is centered on the principle of gender mainstreaming. Thus, every central public authority (ministries, agencies) had their own “gender focal points” which is responsible for including gender dimension in all the legislation/policies which is elaborated by the authority.
Legislation should be gender sensitive and include specific provisions for ensuring gender equality. Policies should include specific activities focused on vulnerable groups which are covered with specific founds to address them.  

Moreover, we would like to emphasize the importance of integration of gender mainstreaming principle not only in public policy documents, but in all development initiatives both in public and private sectors. 
In early 2010 the Government of Moldova and the Millennium Challenge Corporation signed the Compact Agreement regarding rehabilitation of central irrigation systems. Within this project about 80 million USD were invested in the rehabilitation of 10 irrigation systems that will irrigate more than 15 thousand hectares of land farmed by about 9 thousand farmers. Moreover 11 Water Users’ Associations were established to manage the rehabilitated irrigation systems, bringing together about 7 thousand agricultural producers. 

Gender equality was an important goal of the project. This objective was established through action plan for the integration of social and gender aspects of Millennium Challenge Fund Moldova.

Under Law no. 171 of 09.07.2010 on Water Users Associations for Irrigation, at the end of 2011 were registered 11 Water User Associations for Irrigation. Within the process of establishment of this organizations, one of the important goal was to ensure women participation at decision making-level. In this regard it was established a minimum quota for women in Administration Council of 20%.  

Thus, through capacity building activities, increased self confidence, economic empowerment, women will be able to voice their opinion and actively participate in management of irrigation within Administrative Council of WUA. By 12 June 2014, the share of women included in the Administrative Council Structure of 11 WUAs was 34%. The composition of the Board of Censors on average included 51% and the Commission for Dispute Settlement - 36% of women.
8. What measures can be taken to ensure meaningful and inclusive participatory process at all levels of decision-making? How can an increased role for women and girls translate into actual influence in decision-making? 

Article number 4 of the CEDAW encourages member states to implement affirmative measures for promotion of women at decision-making level: 

· Awareness raising or support programs;

· Allocation and/or reallocation of resources; 

· Preferential treatment; 

· Targeted recruiting, hiring and promotion;  

· Quotas. 

9. How can monitoring in the sanitation and water sector be improved to capture gender inequalities in intra-household and extra-household settings? 

It’s necessary to include in national quantitative studies of households, relevant indicators regarding access to water and sanitation through gender perspective. 

Example of indicators:

· Intra households: The regular Time Use Survey capture information on time spent on collecting water, washing etc., distance to the nearest improved water sources.

· Extra households setting: % of households with access to improved toilets and washing facilities, % of schools, primary health care facilities with access to improved toilets and washing facilities

It is also important to have gender specific indicators integrated in sectoral strategies.

The process of monitoring of sectoral strategies should reflect gender dimension.

10. How can measures to ensure gender equality adequate reflect an intersectional analysis that acknowledges the heterogeneous backgrounds, living conditions and challenges women and girl face? 

This question is already answered through previous answers.  
II. Questions for the report on development cooperation:

· What role is there for human rights impact assessment in development cooperation programmes? 

The Law No. 86 of 29 May 2014 on environmental impact assessment, provides the procedures and methods applied in the assessment of the environmental impact of certain public and private projects or certain types of activities planned which may have a significant impact on the environment and health of population from the Republic of Moldova.
· What measures can be used to ensure that development cooperation promotes equality and tackles discrimination? 

The Republic of Moldova recognizes the right to water and sanitation by signing in 2005 the Protocol on Water and Health of the Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes.

In 2014, the Government of Moldova adopted the new Water and Sanitation Strategy (2014 - 2028). The document makes reference to access to clean water and sanitation as fulfillment of a human right.
The new version of the Strategy that to some extent makes reference and will contribute to a more equitable access to water and sanitation, primarly by: (1) recognizing access disparity among small communities and (2) access gaps for the poor households.

· What accountability mechanisms can be put in place so that people affected by development cooperation programmes or projects can effectively have complaints addressed?
The Law No. 190 of 19 July 1994 on petition, determine show to examine petitions of the citizens of the Republic of Moldova addressed to state bodies, enterprices, institutions and organizationsin order to protect their interests and legitimate rights.
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