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Mr. President,

Distinguished panellists and participants,

Ladies and gentlemen,

The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action had called on States “to refrain from any unilateral measure not in accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations that (…) impedes the full realisation of human rights (…), in particular the rights of everyone to a standard of living adequate for their health and well-being, including food and medical care, housing and the necessary social services.” 

Last year the Council has created a special procedure to examine the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights. The new mandate provides an opportunity to consider the adverse implications of unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights. The Special Rapporteur, Mr. Idriss Jazairy, has presented his first report to the Council, shedding light on the evolution of efforts in this area. 

Mr. President,

Already in 1997, the Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights considered in its General Comment 8 the issue of economic sanctions being imposed internationally, regionally and unilaterally. One of its main conclusions was that more attention needs to be paid to the impact of these measures on vulnerable groups, particularly with regard to the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, arguing for the need to inject a human rights dimension into deliberations on this issue. Amongst the challenges that have been highlighted are the significant disruption in the distribution of food, pharmaceuticals and sanitation supplies, jeopardizing the quality of food and the availability of clean drinking water, and severely interfering with the functioning of basic health and education systems, and undermining the right to work. 

Today’s panel will allow the Human Rights Council to discuss the various aspects of this debate, also with regard to whether there is a need to develop basic principles, guidelines and mechanisms to assess and mitigate the adverse impact of unilateral coercive measures on human rights. 

I hope as well that the conclusions of this panel discussion and its outcome will provide a valuable contribution to the fulfilment of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur, in the years to come.

Thank you.
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